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Psychical Phenomena and Human Needs

GARDNER MURFPHY

' INTRODUCTION

£

Physical events depend upon energy; and as far as we
know psychological events depend upon motives. More and
more clearly, as we haye learned to observe human nature,
we have found that perception does not “just happen”;
rather it expresses the dynamics of individual personality.
We do not see with our eyes; we see with everything that
we have, everything that we are. We manage to exclude
to some degree what we do not wish to.see; we manage to
focus upon, or- anchor upon, that aspect of reality. which
comes to meet our needs, This:principle appears to apply
to every form of perception, both normal and paranormal.
It therefore seems appropriate in psychical research to
study, as closely as we are able, the way in which the indi-
vidual focuses his powers of perceiving, emphasizing what
he needs, excluding what he cannot use.

It will never be enough to.say that a person perceives
paranormally because he is “gifted.” Granted that he must
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E:E\;eniiﬁ gift if he: is to see, questions arise as to why I
5 :hinl nm}:: occasions but‘not on’others, why he picks ¢ i
e £s he does, fw{mr sort of relation obtains b
me hﬁ:d %f person he is'and the et
- w0 men faring through a forest «

:11;%1;:;:;11 see different things not only bec:u;:l tﬁe m;:;
s diﬁeyes; but also !)ecause they have different egpe: 5
and :‘::ar::}?“ : presr dlﬁerﬂ‘]t fears. And behind ”r: ;
of fiome ol ?t they ' can put into words lie deeper, patte g
it s ;aﬂ*r__a w'hnIF system of needs and attitudeﬁ—ci
i dss ifferent individualities. Perhaps the eﬁﬂrt@fn'

nd a little more fully the role of motivation will

help towards the ultim
o i sl ate .goal of understanding all the

It was, I think, William Mackenzi
" ‘ ; lE
;_t;;:ia;li ;Ezg:llpried the role .ﬂf such persnn;h;}fr?aﬁticzﬁetsﬂm :
o ey de&sc:t:}m E;idynamzcs, in relation to our ﬁeld:‘ Fpg?z
oA pest‘needs of the sensitive, as well as those of 1
v, constituted . centers of energy which snu’g;t €

Ex Eﬂ‘b iﬂn 1 I
] {

projectin i |
Jecting their form upon. the upper level of consciousness

in a si ]
Ermﬁwniz I?tte:haﬂ_fmi way, but ‘expressing that plastic “On
e ;:u wht;l;, c!:mran:terizﬁ all _unconscious d;v}
i e sure, Mackenzie seems today to i
E:i,‘rch?ana_lytm interpretations ‘a_wider rnIeF tha:ai‘srengwen
;:in ﬁ?: t:ﬂ ?E:gﬂf at:nther ;m;;ces of knowledge about i’n:}:::
n; and he stresse e "tr:!eplastir:”' ‘ Gha of
E;;er.tahz_atmn far more than seems warrft?til:iﬂmEm? i{g
act remains that his work threw into sharp reﬁle‘;' *th:e1 mf.-t’is:ut:!)7

for a full and pati
patient consi i |
phenomena in the light of h:ij:tiid: =2 Fﬂmmml%f
A 2

In +hi .
this connection, we cannot emphasize too strongly §

th i
at the time has passed when ofte, could. set paranormal

experience in opposition t
0 Nnorm 3 F
the‘tendencies of the two al_experience,. regarding

i types of experience as antithetic: ’
ere 1s no place today for that type of analysis whicheiﬁlg

I|-I'|.I'

things that come through

&y

VMejopsichica Moderna, Rome, 1923,
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{o force a paranormal dream into a special category where
the normal psychology of the dream is no longer operative.
As fatoas we know, the laws of Nature do not suddenly
abdi¢dite. Rather, it is through the normal psychology of
the/dreatn, or of waking life, that special conditions are
sometintes achieved in which the paranormal may emerge.
As Mackenzie said, it is the one who delves into the depths
of the normal personality who will come out with a clue

to paranormal dynamics.
Throughout the history of ” our ‘subject;, spontaneous

v
" casésof telepathy, clairvoyance, and precognition have

beén more and more systematically studied with these con-
siderations in mind. If one surveys, year by ‘year, the cases
reported by the Societies for Psychical Research, one finds,
as we approach the present time, more and more attention
given to’dynamics, and an ever-increasing interest in con-
ccious or unconscious motivation. Standards of evidence
were established at a high level in‘the ‘eighties, but on the
psychological side the early cases often seem relatively
bleak; almost nothing but the obviotis surface wants and
inteérests of the percipients 18 discassed. The contrast 18
striking (if one looks at recent publications; they ave full
af good psychological suggestions; the'cases “live” in more
vivid; <lynamic terms.

Bt her@it must bé confessed that there is a very, very
long way’'to g0 we are only catching glimpses, not seeing
vistas. We know but little about the vast world of uncon-
scious needs. What the psychiatrist has picked up is mostly
what is forced upon his attention, by disturbances in the
universal biological tensions, connected with reproduction
and self-preservation; there has not been time for the
recognition of the less obvious, more complex, more highly
individualized tensions, nor for the study ©f the inner
characteristics of the creative processes themselves. Conse-
quently, the present paper is an essay only. It offers tenta-
tive hypotheses about human wants in relation to para-
normal ways of pérceiving, ard it may be useful in focus-
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Ing our s_tud},r of future spontaneous cases, or even an
in desfgnmg our future experiments: |
of beliefs to be defended. It is an’ex

. ertment i
looking at our phenomen4. Te, Do oy

Normal Perception, Memory; and“ Thought
We shall ‘begin by

but it is not a system

referring to the recent fevolution rf:(

psychology relative to the role ivati
) to'| of motivation in our wa
of making, contact with the outside world, Almost éﬁo

studies of perception; of memory, and of thought up to the
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has done this, ask him how many of them were triangular.
He is lost. Tell another subject to ascertain’ how many are
of triangtilar shape. He does well; but he cannot tell how
many were red. One, does not perceive “what is there,™/
and mitch léss does one recall “what is there.” Mental sét
determines what is to be figure, and the rest is neglected.

But what kinds of mental:sets are there, what is their
relative importance, and how are they interrelated? Very
broadly, any motive, tension, or need constitutes a mental
set. The Arctic explorer dreams of verdant fields; even the
wary psychical researcher “sees™@a cheque in an~opened

¢/,

present century emphasized the sense organs and the brain
as struments for mediating reality to us. Philoso ham |
Emfllllt argue as to the existence of an exter:-ml wnrld{’ }?1'1:
tu;E ';GFI'?C“C"“I task ﬂf‘tr}ring to explain why a man ’saw
g mﬁ i nt\;ed Newton in studying light and-Helmholtz i ’
- Jr’sl.ltlugd _Edev structure and function of the eye. Similarly, ¢
H rfn . ied ‘memory as an expression of traces left in the” |
Jy past experience, and thought as an intellectual

reorgamization of, these. mafterials, The problem has Bm%

r;vulutmm'zed' by studies which resulted in the formulation ¢v
of three principles: (1) The principle of figure and ground, .

(2) the principl , 05
Stiem principle of mental set and (3) ‘the principle of

envelape, admires its pale marbled colors—a cheque which
unfortunately was never there!® The mental sets ofs the
laboratory, are temporary affairs, but they operate exactly
as the ‘more enduring needs operate. As far as we know,
mental sets are temporary tension systems within “the
organism, and are functionally like the tensions which we
recognize when we speak of anxiety or, hate as involving
tensions. All the human motives which have been closely
, stiidied have proved to consist of tensions—regions of high
‘/, “energy concentration. We shall then conclude that there are
¢ as many mental sets as there are dispositions of ‘the indi-
vidiial to want. or need, to experience tension; that their
relative importance is the relative importance of the under-
lying needs in_that particular person; and that si;;u:c all
parts of the organism infercommunicate with all other
parts—tensions flowing and spreading to arouse other
regions—there are 'mixed motives, multiple tensions.

(3) The principle of autism is the “tendency of cogni-
tive processes to move in the direction of tension-reduction.”

(1) “The principle of fi ;

: : : gure and-ground indicat

EJIFIE’..‘I“IEI]FE 1s 'never in the form of a homogeneous ;;u:.h:;

Ea obal total, but that a part always stands out against 4
ckground; the part which is figure is accented by .-tl.;O%

perceiver or thinker, and is usuall e o0 o
other menifal procésses or for y the starting-point for’ o,

(2) But as we confront a ituati

: new situation
it may be the figure for one m ’
other man. What determines t

may easily be shown that one is/in a’state of readin

tnemal set, f?r one aspect, not for anothef. Give nuess"'ui
ject a Eﬂﬂtztttﬂn of varicolored objects of ;iifferej; 5;; s,
and ask him to count the number of red ores, Wh:np;gé

£

one aspect of
an, ‘another aspect for the

he issue ?- Expérimentally it

action, the rest being ignnreﬂ?f%

)

The wish is not only father to the thought; it is the father
of the perception, and of the act of recall. One sees, recalls,
thinks, not only in terms of the structure af the thing
actually giveny; but in terms of the figure-ground relations,
the mental sets at/work. It should be clear that the term
“wish” is insufficient.*A man may see not only what he

2 Journal S.P.R. Vol//XXVII, January, 1932, p. 184,
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wishes but also what he fears; the real principle is not th

wish as such, but the tension The need may quite literally

be the “need” (in the biological sens¢) to see a burgla
when one is in the tension’ of frightened uncertainty, or fi
find an insult in an innocent remark. Most autisti¢ proce
may give pleasure, because they reduce tension and this i

usually pleasant; but this is incidental. The intportant thing

is to study the tensions of the individual, and, to hote o

the experience ‘is-organized for the individual around 1 ese
tensions, while, for‘a person with a different system of

tensions a different orgamization of experience is found.

Since the concentration of énergy within a given regior
is not static, but tends to increase or decrease, we have
learned to associate motives with the decrease of such

energy concentration; in other ‘words, with the reduction
of tension. Popular speech and common Sénse coincide in

stressing tension as an aspect of motivation. A man ,
“tense” until he has allayed his fears, vented his r

what happens in the orgdnism°when tension is redu
might well be compared to what happens in a chemical
reaction (such as a fir¢’or an explosion) when concentrated
energy is dissipated in heat-or other forms of energy.

It may reasonably be asked ‘whether distressifig ex-
periénces, such as continuing anxieties or nightmares, really
arise from motivation. We have already indicated that

process’/of motivation is not necessarily pleasant, But wé?’

must add that anxiety and other related tension states areo
typically efforts to defend oneself against threat or danger.,.

N

.W |
cleared himself of an unjust charge. One speaks of getting, y
a thing “off oné’s chest.” Though analogies are dangerous

4

Co /)

Gy

They are attempts tobe prepared against a surprise; thus K I

fear may be regarded as a device for getting us out of

the situation which the danger wotilld bring us were we
unafraid,

This, therefore, gives us our hypothesis: Perception

ogccurs' in such fashion as to reduce tension,-or to meet
needs,
£

C'Z‘y ; Q/?V VGOf
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Experiments, in ‘Autism

Let us look to psychological experiments Etn ;seedwh;thg
. idge, England, F. C.
'« ¢ in fact the case. At Cambridge, .
t];ﬁ'tiftt’ devised @ number of methods fntt;dth: tzst:EEj ;ft
1 1 0 a
Jutistic tendéncies’ Narratives presetl :
u:::l E:::Eyed by him to another subject ulnde‘rwer}t a hs::ru:s,
Ef transformationsy each person pammpﬂntj;%l mf t 1::1 ::
ite ' ceptable fro
o threw out items which were anac
:Eli:::gnf view and uncepsciously recﬂnstr?c:ﬁfi u::h::g st?:;}rﬂtl:;
i i ith his owf way%,of thinking.
make it compatible with his owf way: : R s tade.
i iversity l: v Sherif' showed that judg
Columbia University laboratory, howeddhat Juck-
m?:nts of the distance transversed by a pomt of h}ght ::; t;::t
dark-room consistently indicated th?, need of , the % Incﬁ-
to be in agreement with others, i.e., “the !evehng in u;ect
of the grﬂup"; and in a later study ths}t a nm'xlre :u ;3 i
systematically adjusted her way ﬂ:f seeing un!n ds % v
the light as an expert would see it. At Harv EErt' j:eteﬂ
Sanford® found that ambiguous pictures were 1t erps ok
in terms of food objects with increasing frequency ad .
subjects went longer and lgg&rﬁxﬁg‘ut;hiﬂ}g%u nus
evine® imilarly, at City College, :
ine® found similarly, _
T}-;:\;:tres shown behind ground glass screens Were ::m;gTrds
miore frequently interpreted as food @bjects a; Ethat =
after eating a meal increased. Wn? may, then, 'Eﬂfnf e
all ‘these cases’ perception moves m the dlrectlngﬁ &g
satisfaction, tensiofis redtiction. To some degr::id“ in‘tiuth
tive and the ambiguous -picture can be “perces 5 .wa?
1i nsi autism opera
as to relieve tension. The aut :
::';:a permits a satisfying or tension-reducing aipectuzf-
the perceived object to be ‘gelected as ﬁgr;.;s z x;e s
satisfying aspect serving as ground, In R. Levin g
;nent for example, those lines “and shadings w s
‘ 1 i University Press, 1032,
t. F. CL.ORemembering, Cambridge niversity e, 100 o, 1036.
:Eﬁf M.ﬁﬂg ﬁf;‘f‘ﬁf?ﬁ;éj:;"ih{:ﬁ:&‘g iﬁ:n; ??rnud upon Imaginal
Prsufs:sl:wjm:nm?nf Psvehplogy, 1936, 2, pp. 129-136.

ur 1 ity of a
ine,, R., Chei and Morphy, G, “The Relation of the In'ler!f

6 Levi "'-E \ -hc!{! ;;j! HPi!fMIl‘Eml iﬁtuﬂium A Preliminary Report, Journal
Need to theAmoun

of Psychology, 1942, 13/ pp- 283,293,
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gested food were thrown into relief and organized into food
objects; the rest was neglected.

.TlTis hypothesis about autism ard ;:he fgure-ground
relationship was directly testéd by R. Shafer’ at City Col-
lege. He presented to his subjects, daring 4 “training”
period, opposite complementary aspects of contottr/ lines,
each-aspéct being capable of being seen as d face'in profile.
Whenever one aspect of the face was presented Ke gave his
subjects a small money reward, taking away the money
thrEever the other aspect was shown, As a result of this
training period, such’ firm“associations were established
that when rewards were disconitinued, and the subjects
were shown the contour’line within a complete circle (in
which situation either of the.two ‘profiles could be dis-
cerned) they saw only that face which had been “re-
wm:ded," not the face which had been “pifmished.” The
subjects were in general unable to see the face except in
the way in which 1t had been rewarded: that face became
ﬁgnr&: for them, the.opposite aspect ground. They learned,
that is, to organize, or “experience autistically, in a drive=
satisfying way.

Motive and Figure:Ground Reélations
in Spontaneous Telepathy

Though these aspects of tension feduction and of afitism
seem ‘obvious enough when attention is directed to them.
it 1s, Ithink, likely to be forgotten that paranormal percep-
tion ysually has been studied in terms of the older view
of Perce;:-tinn-—perm:ptinn treated without reference. to
motives, almost as'if it were a mirror. In the light of ouf
present approach, it would seem much more likely that
paranormal perception, as well as normal perception, is
organized in terms of needs; in all the vast, world, one
selects to serve as “figure” that which is most directly
related to one’s motivation., Since we have fotund, decade

7 Shafer, R., and Murphy, G., “The Role of Autisti/in a Visual Figure-

Ground Relatiouship,” Journal of Esperimental Psychol NVol. 32 . No -
Apfil, 1943, pp. 335:343, p vehology; Nol. 32, No. 4,

L)H,
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by decade, more and more reason to believe that Myers
was right in.emphasizing the unconscious nature of para-
normal processes; it would naturally be to the unconscious,
but profound and enduring, motivations that we should
turn for.our clues.

Suppose, “for éxample; that a mother is busy with her
housework or with hér baby and has at the time no con-
scious need to concern herself with her older boy, who is
“S.away on a trip with his companions. Suppose, though, that
.. the’boy falls into a pond and/narrowly escapes drowning.
TIf the ‘mother has a vision in which he is portrayed as
‘sinkinig and calling for her, we need not regard this ‘as
%/ something” which emanates exclusively from Him, as’he
knocks, so to speak, at the door of her mind. Rather, it is
probable that’she has been unconsciously, but continuously,
“reaching out” to'him in her need to know where and how
he is. Regardless of her conscious activity at the time of
~ the crisis, we may regard her as unconsciously needing
‘c.contact with him, and keeping, as it were, an eye upon him
, whether she is awake or asleep. We should expect para-
normal impressions to come to the individudl not symply
“in téris of the possession of psychic gift but rather in
s terms of what itis he basically wants to sée, warits.to hear,

wants to know,, If “we could understand his ‘unconscious

motives; we Would know ‘what it is that is open to him. And
just as wecsaid “above,in reference to the often painful
character of what i§ autiStically perceived (as deriving
from our need to know the worst in order that we may
protect ourselves froni it), so we ¢an meet the objection
that many paranormal impressions, far from being “satisfy-
ing,” are in fact distressing. They are, T think, distressing
“/ because those who experience them léve the persons who
at the time are undergoing accident or other tragedy. It is
not that the mother wants her son to be in danger; it is,
rather, that if he must be in danger she wants to know
about it.

We can now proceed to discuss the more obvious motives

which appear as clues to paranormal experiences. Although

Qr

e/
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sometimes motivation may be So complex and so subtle as
to evade analysis, we have névertheless found that a simple,
rule-of-thumb classification; in térms of/the more obvious
and umiversal human needs, takés in the great majority of
the well-authenticated cases of spontaneous telepathy, clair-
voyance, and precognition. The motive of Joye, in the broad
sense of the feeling between all those who aré dear to one
another (includinig relations between parents and children,
brothers ‘and sisters, ‘etc., as/well as husbands and wives),
1s by far the largest single category. The various ego
tendencies, such asself-justification and the need to protect
oneself from danger, algo play a large role. Motivation, in
certgin types of cases, mustsalso be studied from the point
of view of the agent as well as“from the point of view of
the percipient.

Motives, moregver, as we have seen, are interconnected,
and in’ dynamic rélation to one another. Two conflicting
motives, may at times paralyze the individual. More fre-
quently, one motive may be vietorious and the other blocked
and held in abeyance; e.g., deep hatred may be covered over
by a moral education which enables the individual to believe
that he is devoid of all’suchsocially undesirable emotions,
vet the hate may express itself indirectly, Of-at times a
union/ of motives may be effected by, the discovery of
objectives which satisfy them both simultaneously.

Before proceeding to the classification proper, 1 wish to

refer at some length to a recent paper® by Miss G: M.”

Bishop,,,a Member of the S.P.R. Because of her astute
recognitiont of the importance of motivation and of the
subtleties displayed in their operation, it is urged that the
paper be read in full; the summary below can do justice

neither to the dreams themselves as eévidence, for precogni-

tion nor to the author’s keen analysis of their psychological
a'r%d physiological background. Those whe, read the original
will viote the combination of motives, ag in Miss “Bishop’s,

fear mingled with love of animals, and <the ¢onflictnf "o

T .. 4
8 Jotrno! SR, VoI, XXXIL April-May, 1941, pp. 50-59,

~/ G / C
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r

/_.,

%

Cl):- Q) N F e

Psychical Phenomena and Human Needs [173

motives, as in her sense of guilt overpowered by her desire
to maintain“an acceptable picture of herself.

Miss Bihop prefaces her tabulation of 14 dreams experienced
during a three years' period by explaining that she became interested
in watching her owfy dreams from the point of view of possible
precognition after reading J, W. Dunne’s book, An Experiment with
Time. During the autamn of 1935, therefore, she began to keep“a
file in which she noted a number of dreams which might relate to
future events, Her purpose was not to obtaircevidence, as such, that

S@q.gn-cugnitiun occurs (she lived alone and gorroboration would not

have been feasible) ; rather her“aim was to see if she could throw

“Usome light on the dynamics of precognitive dreaming. Maost of her

dréams seemed to relate to material contdined insthe next mormng’s

~ fiéwspaper, She remarks that, living alone and quietly at the tirtie,
"/ Cghe paper was the chief event of the day. Quoted below are two such

dreams from among the 14 presented in her tabulation’

e ————

0.

SuMMary oF Dreas

ArpaneNT REFERENCE

CosMMeNT

Was an a mountain-§ide,
afraid to go*on, as I was
on the edge of a preci-
pice. A man whom I felt
to be a good mountainecer,
offered to take me roped
ttr him, but I was afraid
if T fedl 1 might pull him
down (0.

News Chronicle for Sept.
20 had an ¢ promi-
nently headed “Rope Saves
Climber aitén, 2000 f1.
Mountain /Fall. Lowered
to Safety by Doctor 'Com-
panion,”/and 4 smaller
article below: it headed
“Londoner's Crash Down
ClLiff."
the rescue of a Cam-
bridge undergraduate,

The first related

No memory of “any
other similar dream.
Am very nervous of
heights. Am a gradu-
ate of Cambridge my-
sélf, Possibly a case

|cof clairvoyance in space

[but Miss Bishop re-
ectsCthis hypothesis in
ater di!cuﬁsi_ql'i]'.

. “ﬂﬂ;mnm& ¥, couldSnot firid

my g, thénm heard Cthat
she was An a room._ which
was terribly. hot.Went
to the room ard) rescued
her—it was as hot as a
furnace and I pulled her
to safety in the open air.

Telegraph amd Post for
Febh. 28 (I had changed
fromCthe News Chronicle
Yecently and was taking
the JTelegraph) had a
story Headed - “Families
Escape. Men go back for
Pets,” deseribing the res-
cue’of a dog and cat from
a bedroom ‘which was
“like a furnace”  follow-
ing a fre.

Have ﬂ;;amt'v‘nt, inter-
vals that” I had/Jost
my dog, to-ayhom 4
am much attached; but
not that I had to res-
cue her from a fire.

R

\)

Qo .

Miss Bishop's first observation of a general nature is that, although
her waking/ jnterests ar&smainly intellectual, not one of her dreams
related in, any aay to these;interests. The subject-matter of the
“dreams was of an apparéntly tritial sort and completely useless as
material for action, In almost every ‘case, however, the material had
strong emotional sighificance for her and’ this she traces in some

Ny
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detail in all the dreams presented. In regard to the two dreams quoted
above, she says, “I have all my life had an irtst;ncﬁve fear of heights,
so much so that though I lived in Switzerland for years I never
dared to climb. This dream is“therefore linked with a. subconscious
fear,” and “I am so attached to my little dog that anything involving
or suggesting her is of strong emotional, significance to me.” Miss
Bishop also miade some observations of a physiological natare : in‘the

autumn of 1935 she was convalescing from a serious illness (during

which there were periods of somnambulism) and was still somewhat
nervously exhausted. At this time she collected the greatest mumber
of dreams for her file. Tater they became rare; when they did occur
she noticed that it was when she was sleeping less well than usuak
She says, “In mys casé, theréfore, there seems to be a relation
between nervous distirbance’ sand “precognitive (or clairvoyant)
dreaming. It is as though ‘when my nerves are at rest my dreaming
mind is content to chew the cud of past happenings. When I am in
a disturbed state, on the other hand, the dreaming mind has a
tendency to peer around to see what is ahead.”

A Classification of Spontaneous Cases
in Terms of Motivation

We shallonow “give a seven-fold classification of spon-
taneous cases, ifv terms of the internal evidence as to their
motivation, with typical examples of each. (We wish to
thank Mr. W. H. Saltér, Hofo, Secretary /of the Society
for Psychical Research, London, for permission to quote
from the fournal of that Society.)

(1) “Love—the need for comtact: The first case to be
quotéd under this heading is a remarkable precognitive
dream of Samuel Clemens (“Mark Twain"). It is.abridged
from the report first appearing in the biography, Mark

Twain, by Albert Bigelow Paine. The dream concerned thé.

death of Mark Twain’s brother, Henry Clemens, in the
explosion of the steamship Pemnsylvama, The famous

humorist was said to be “lavishly fond and proud” of his
voung brother.

One_night, when the Pemnsylvania lay in St. Louis,Ohe [Mark
Twain| slept at’his sister’s house and had this/vivid dream;
JHe saw Henry, d&' corpse, lying in a metallic burigl cdse in the

¢ 2

~C . QLH, T Qp y 7 S
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sitting-room, supported on two chairs. On his breast lay a bouquet
of flowers, white, with a single crimson bldom in the center.

When he‘awoke, it was morning, but the dream’ was so vivid that
he believed it real . . . He told Pamela the dream, then put it out
of his ‘mind as quickly as he could . . .

Thien canie the néws, “The Pennsylvania is blown up just below
Memphis, at Ship Island! One hundred and fifty lives lost!8,. .~
Many persons had been killed putright; many more had been scalded
and crippled and ‘would die. [Henry Clemens was among these.] It
was one of those hopeéless, wholesale steamboat slaughters which for
more than a generation had madé the Mississippi a river of death
and tears. " Og, _

. . . He saw the boy taken to the dead réom; thecoffins provided
for the dead were of unpainted wood, but/the youth andostriking face
of Hefiry Clemens had aroused a special ‘interest) The ladies of

/OQMemphiﬁ had made up a fund of sixty dollars dnd bought him a

meétallic /case. Samuel Clemens, entering, saw his ‘brother  lymng
exactlyoas he’had seen him in his dream, lacking only the bouquet
of white flowers dwith its crimson center—a detail made complete
while he stood there, for at that moment an elderly lady came in with
a large white bouquet and in the center of it was a single red rose. 19

We have begun with a precognitive, rather than a tele-
pathic case, which may serve to bring 6ut thé¢ fact that the

“ dyndmics appear to be the same whether telepathy, clair-
"4 voyance, or precognition is involved. Our hypothesis would

be that at the time of the dream nothing existing in the

rld meant so much to Mr. Clemens as his young ‘brother,
and that inoall of time=—past, present, or future==nothing
was so important to him as his fate.

In the samé category 4§ the dream of Samuel Clemens;
we may briefly discuss an expérience of Miss Lilian Whit-
ing’s. It shows the safie intensity of relationship between
the persons concerned, but without the bond of blood-
kinship. The content of the experience was purely emo-
tional rather than sharply defined as in the dream above.
Moreover, we ‘are dealing with a waking rather than with
‘a dream experience,, Our purpose is to show that motiva-

9 The original account does nat say how much time elapsed between the
dream and the accident.

pences, by W. F. Prince, B.S.P.R, 1928

@ S@& £

10 For a somiewhat foller account, see/Noted Witnesses for Psychic Occurs
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tion is the key whether the experience be precognitive or
telepathic, sleeping or waking, sharply defined as to content
or otherwise. In discussing the case Dr. Prince'' wrote:
“Mis¢ Whiting has had many psychical experiences, some
of them of impressive evidential character.The ‘ane which
follows ‘should be considered on the background ofMiss
Whitifig’s specially intimate relations with Kate Field . %
We Tearn that when a girl she adored Miss Field for her
literary work, ‘and afterwards had fifteen years of elose
friendship with her.”’, Miss. Whiting describes her experi-
ences in connection with Miss Field’s death in her own
words:

The voyage had been an ideal ‘one, full,to me, of a curious uplift
of fecling that suddenly changed, the day we landed, to a sadness and
desolation inexpressible, and for which no adequiate cause could be
even faintly conjectured . . . This swift change of Jeeling from
exhilaration 6f spirité to an unutterable desolation.was initiated by
an experience for whic ‘¥ ean suggest no explanation; but the occur-
rence Wwas one’/which leaves’an impress that will forever stand as
a crisis hourcin life. It was this:

On our last night on’shipboard we had enjoyed the usual merry
time of the “Captain’s dinner”’, with!its gala and laughter, and had
retired with the happy afticipations of landingcat Liverpool in the
early morning. T had been asleep for.somé hourscwhen, suddenly,
as if by an electric shock, I found myselp standing on/the floor of
my statefoom with the quiver of a current of electricity pervading
me fram head to feet as if T grasped a strongly charged battery”. . ,
The words ] had just heard—not with the ouiter ear, bt with some
inner sérse—~vibrated in the air. For I had seemed fo sce standifig,
I knew not shere, three forms, which, by the same Cinexplicable
inner senize. 1 knew were in the ethereal, not the natural, world: "I
seemed too, toknow that one of these had but just entered that world,
and 1 heard her say, in tones of mingled joy, amazement, incredulity,
and triumph, “Ts this all? It is all over!”

Then I said to myself: “Some one I know has just died, some
dne whose death will make the greatest difference;to me.” Yet,
strangely, T did not think of her—in whose presence or ahsence the
entire world always changed to me—she with -whont ] constantly
fived i thought, whether we were together or “whether half “the
wofld stretched its space between us . . . On awakening “in the

11 Thid, p. 233.
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morning that dread desolation, unanalyzéd and upaccountable, settled
down over ‘me.

. . . On'that June day in Paris, I learned from a cablegram that-
she [Kate Field] hadzalready been for more than two weeks in the
life beyond '(and) that hér death had occurred the very day that I
landed at-Liverpool . /.12

(2) Self-protection; Tw this/category we intend to
include those intimations’ (either dreams or waking impres-
/+ sions) of danger to self or to others—danger which is
&, sometimes averted because of .the impression. A straight-
1 forward example of an individual protécted from death can
% be found in a case presented by Df/ Prince in our own
o, JOURNALOAs a result of a series of vivid-dreams, Thomas
King refused to sail on a certain ship. The ship went to
sea and the first night out broke to pieces in ‘a . storm.
Everyone on board perished.” Another case illustrating the
same factor of self-protection, but with another factor
included as well, is that of a medical practitioner who, by
/. driving in a manner altogether alien to'his usual habit,
" protected himself from a smash-up and madeé possible his
‘effective ministering to persons who were injured, We
& quote this case nearly in full fromethe’ Journal of the
be PR,

Pl

‘We haveoreceived, the following narrative through the Countess of
Balfour, to whom_the circumistances were described by Mri Eames,
of whom sheis a patient, Wwithina fortnight of the occurrence.” He
afterwards very kindly wrote out this account, incorporating in it
the answers to some questions we asked.

NARRATIVE STATEMENT 08 MROE. G, EAMEs,

On Saturday May 24th 1930,°1 was driving as usual from St
" Albans to London, along a road 1 knew_exceedingly well, for 1 had
versed it hundreds and hundreds of times. My car is a fast one,.
" drive fastly, far 1 am always in a hurry, and on’ this particular
 12To summarize/ Miss Field's death in Honolulu and Miss Whiting's

on shipboard took place om May 19, 1896, For a full account of
5 undwmmm;qmut experiences, sec After Her Death (Boston, 1901) by
S)

13 Joursar ASPR, Vel XVI, 1922, pp. 172-174.
4 Journal S.P.R., Vél, XXVI, October, 1930, pp. 117-118.
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morning I had some five operations td perform in London before
lunch. '

But a preceding car had for long prevented /ml: from accelerating
tea really quick speed. It was'« Jowett car, being driven carefully
and quietly by a typical family man,dn a typically leisurely manner
.+« In the ordinary way I should have passéd-by, as I pdss: by
hundreds of similar tourists and forgotten them—miles back. But
on this occasion I absolutely could not pass. It was not the car that
prevented me. On the contrary it would have been easyto have got
by, and I wanted to get by, but something, some exceedingly strong
something, ‘insinuated info, my subconscious brain that an accident
was going to occur . .~ Jt was'in no ‘ways concerned with the driving
of the man in front.s Actually he was driving very well. It certainly
wasn't nerves, it was a very real presentiment that a crash was going
to occur and a warning not to approach too near. For five miles
then I hesitated behind this slow-going 6ld car, blaming my foolish-
ness, but very much aware all the fime of a holding back. Soon,
however, I°was to be very grateful indeed for'this intimation for
when we/reached a point in the Watling St., between Radlett and
St. Albans the looked for accident occurred.

A lorry-preceded the Jowett which was immediately in front of
me. Thecthree ‘of us slowly making our ways to London. On, the
opposite side of the road, a large <aloon car had stopped. Suddenty
the door of the ‘stationary.car @pened,Othe huge lorry, obliterating
the entire view of the road could not quite ‘get by. Without warning
he stopped abruptly. The poor little Jowett went on. Turned out,
found his road cnmp]cte]yp‘t:fnnked in’eyery /direction;, braked vio-
lently, skidded and crashed first into the back of the lorfy and then
ontg a brick wall. And for five miles T/had ksiown very distinctly
that it'was going to happen. So very much g6 that ‘during“that tirme,
I had felt“very inclined to go up and mention thy présentimént, to

the driver of the little family car.

All that rémains to say is that being immediately behind/I must |

in the ordinary way have been smashed up too, hut had kept just

far enough back to be able to come to a standstill immediately besidé”

the wrecked car. T attended to the little child, who was hﬂ-d]y cut,
and rushed both he and his mother . . . to th@’hospital . . . This is

the third time in my life that T have felt/these strong compelling

fortes or influences warning me of danger, and always/T have been
afterwards very deeply grateful that 1T have ‘heen fore-warned.

(3) Ego, including guilt feelings, need for self-justifica-" ol

tion, etc.: We, find it worthwhile to make ‘a, distingtion

1,
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between self-protection in the simple physical sense, and
self-justification; that is, the maintenance of one’s self-
respect and the) guarding of one’s favorable picture of
oneself. These/latter we may broadly call the ego-motives.
Here ave may refer briefly to another medical example,
that of a doctor who, While éruising near the West Indies,
had a vivid impression. thatone of his patients in England
needed him On returning’home-the percipient learned that
this patieat had in factecalled -at his office at about the
time of his impression,”® Undoubtedly, however, a fusion
of many motives may have beeérvdinvolved here, inicluding

/s professional concern for the welfare of the patient, etc.
/7/'
C

Or wve fight refer to the very complicated case ofothe
résident of a town near Washington who dreams that he
Is to ‘become secretary to a congressman, a form 6f pro-
fessional “advancement of which at the time he had“no
intimation.'® Here also should be included Mrs. Dale’s
dream of the vacuum cleaner, which/swas reported in a
recent issue of this Journar.” Theé'dream appears to have
Been produced in a struggle to achieve a’paranormal result

G ‘after failure in an experiment thé day ‘before)but with the
“cadditional’ motive of love for her liftle dog entering into
he th%'pit:'tune in“a manner reminiscent of -some of Miss

Bigshop's _ impressions, Like Mrs, Dale, Mrs; Kenneth
Richmond 'in, England seems to have had a precognitive
dream to “'please’ somebody specially interested in $uch
dreams. We quote 'her original account nearly in full,
together with her interésting observations on motivation:'®

- On 27 September 1933 17listened, witly’ great interest to Mrs.
Lyttelton’s Presidential Address,”in. which she dwelt specially on
precognition and asked members to put on reécord any precognitive
'grﬂma that they might have. That night T had the enly precognitive
| that has registered itself in my conscious memory,

In this dreary.] saw> four charabancs, all alike, filled with foreign

,.Itudj ents visiting London/zThese students were all wearing black
18 Journal 'S B.R., Vol. XXX, March 1939, pp. 34-37.

16 fhid, Vol, XXXI, April, 1939, ﬁ 47-53.
I7 Journar AS.P.R; Vol. XXXVII, April; 1943, .EE 95-101.
I8 Journal S.P.R., Vol/XXXI1.SJune, 1939, pp. 83-85,
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astrakhan caps. The dream struck me’as so curious and senseless
that I mentioned it to my husband ‘n waking, On the same morning
I took an unusual route to my office . 0. in ‘6rder to change some
foreign money for a child who was staying mth us . . . As I was
about to enter the bureau, four charabanes , filled with people
black berets. Large labels on the mndscrﬁens announced

of them gave me a distinctly uncomfortable seénsation, a sense of
stran@éness 4t/the close resemblance of the scene to the one’of which
I Had dreamt,

The dream shmwd naclabels on the windscreens, but the informa-
tion conveyed hy these labels appéars to have been represented by
the dream-impression that, thé”occupants of the charabancs were
foreign students. The ‘only complete ‘discrepancy was the appearance
of black astrakhan caps <ii the®dream and black berets in the
reality .

1 h.we gmernlhr found that any psychical experiences that [ have
had were in response to some need that could be traced, either my
own or another’s. In this case, it scems that the®need was that
impressed “upon iy, mind by Mrs. Lyttelton in her Presidential
Address, for mare recorded cases of precognitive dreaming. As I
have neted, the dream appcared at first sight to be particularly serse-
less, and ‘was put on record for/that reason.

Guilt-feelings‘may ‘be important from the point of view
of motivation in paranormal experiences coinciding with
death or disaster, as in the case of the man who, when his
néighbor committed suicide, /heard’ footsteps and then a

“most appalling shriek—a prolonged wail of horror.”” The

unfortunate young man had begged the pereipient to spénd
the ‘evening with him and the latter had refused, pleading
a prior engagement which he in fact did not’have.’ The
percipient’s wife, sitting nearby, heard nothing. It is not
difficult to see that the tragedy might have been figure for
the percipient, ground-for his wife,

Finally, the ego cases should include simple self-gratifica-
tion, or gratification of vanity, as in a stpiking case in
which the well-known sensitive, Mrs. “Warrén, Elliott,
was the percipient. This case haS<the additional merit of

showing the role that humor may have played as a sécondary

A Phidntasms of the Living, Vol, 1, pp. 222-225,

rg

.

motivation. (Whether the communicator was in this in-
stance an independent entity or a part of Mrs. Elliott’s
own psychology need not be discussed here.) The case is
summarized from‘the Journal of the S.P.R.*

regular sitters, a Mrs, Hammond (pseudonym), saying that shé was
sending her a birthday’gift from Selfridge’s and that she thought
Mrs. Elliott would be, “amased™ “at the ‘contents of the

,, Later on in the morning, while' reading anothér letter, Mrs. Elliott
“cbecame aware of the presefice of ‘Mr. Hammond (the deceased
Ve husband of her sitter), who sdid, "‘I"lwy are mghtdi‘t'.ﬁﬁ-ﬁﬁ Mrs.
O.H'mnnmﬂd is sending you.” He then“showed’ Mrs.” Elliott’ a/ white
& one=='and ‘there are two other shades,” he said. “Mrs. Elliott there-
- upon callted up Mrs, Hammond, who confirmed that thegift package,
Cmrlu:h arrived several hours later, contained three n
was white' and the other two were of different shades. [The incident
is well corroborated and normal explanations seem unlikely.]

(4) Money, or other material gain: In this category we
wish to discuss the motive of material gain, specifically
the money motive. Thuugh we are aware that from the

Q’psychuana!ytlc point of view money as such’is not a truly
J’obaslc interest, we must at least, recognize that the para-
A normal cases exhibiting the money’ factor are numerous.
4 ‘i"'u'at we_quote from the Journal of the SP.R. a casé
3 which zaqj.'rp:in=.'1'1t1;||.T arose from a man’s concern with his
failure to”receive. money which was rightfully his. "/In
February;, 1938, thé -percipient, Mr. E. J. Harris, ‘wrote
as follows:*

. Some few years ago [Mr. Hasris states that the dream first
occurred in 1925 or 1926] ,1 wds constantly having a recurrent
dream. In this dream, I went to'my mother’s old desk and took from
a spring drawer, which I knew of, a‘sum 6bmoney which I counted,

-and then put back. Gradually the amount increased, until on my last
/ dream visit it amounted to sixty pounds .. Rﬂccntl}' [ﬂctﬂbcr.
1937] my sister, whom I had not seen for some time, ¢ame to visit
us, and I repéated the story of my dream to her . . . the following
day she told my wife an myself that she had pnssed a sleepless
night, andfelt constrained to-tell us that just before my mother

20 Journal S.P.RS Vol. ‘t"a‘h’ ﬂﬂaﬂ}er 1929, pp. 143-145.
21 fhid., Vol. 'J'I"'I}': April, 1935. pp- lg?rlgﬂ;

One “morning Mrs/, Elliott, received a letter from one of her

ightgowns. One,
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died, she told my sister that she had saved a sum of money to be
given to me, which was then in the Post Office. She signed an
authorization for my sister to get/the money, and shortly after
passed away. When my sister drew/this money from the’ Post Office,
she found it was exactly sixty pourds. As'I was at that time in
receipt of a good income, my sister kept the mattér to Herself, and

useéd the money to help pay for a trip . . . [Corroboratory statements

cirom ‘the percipient’s; wife, sister, and son are appended. Tt is to e

notec that“Mr. Harris' mother died nearly 20 years before the first
occurrence of his dréam, ]

We may also quote the striking case of an hallucination
experienced in thes gaming-rooms at Monte Carlo, as a
result of which the percipient. won a sum of money. We

summarize from the original report appearing in the
Journal of the S.P.R.:*

Mr. and Mrs; Boustead had been playing roulette at Monte Carlo.
As they hadinot been winning, they decided to return to their hotel
for tea. Passing through one of the game rooms, Mr. Boustead
happened to glance at a roulette table where, to his surprise, he saw
two balls in the wheel. He wentocloser to see what was the matter,
and immediately realized that, one“ball was real while the other,
though exactly like the real one, dvas blurred and would not come
into focus. The “phantom’” ball was' lying either in number 34 or
number 6 (these numbers are next to ‘each other on a roulette
wheel) ; as the wheel was still miéving h&couldrot be’certain which,
although he felt it was number 34, ‘After Mr. Boustead had stared
at the ball’for at least five seconds it suddenly vanished: He ‘there-
iipon walked over to his wife, who was standing dbout ten yards
away, and 4old her what he had seen. He then “went hack to the
gaming table and placed some money on both number 34 and nitmber

6. At the next, spin of the wheel the real ball fell into number ‘34
and Mr. Boustead -won.

Finally, in this category should be included an even more
striking example, a presentiment relating to the winner of
the Derby, which came not to a professional devotee of
the race-track, but to an elderly Quaker who was strongly
opposed to betting and who had been, ‘in fact/.an officer
in_an anti-bétting society ! As Miss Bishop pointed out,

22 Journal S.PR., Voll SXXTTI, June, 1925, pp, 88-91.
3 hid., Vol XXVIII, April, 1934, pp, 216-218.

Psychical Phenomena and Human Needs [183

we have here an example of thegperation of unconscious
motivation. It is not to a person who is indifferent, simply
bored with betting, that this experience comes; it is to a
person ' who has taken a determined position against it, a
fact which suggests the operation of unconscious motives,
perhaps wishes® and mneeds“‘which have been effectively
repressed by aetivity-in a contrary direction.

(5) Curiosity: By *curiosity” we mean the active desire
to follow up clues and toresolve an incomplete picture of
a situation; and we shall have to make the category broad

y 'Enﬂugh to include so-called “maudlin curiosity” and that

whole group of motives which impel cértain individuals to

/,read horror stories and, whether in war or peace, the more

gruesome, details of human suffering and catastrophe.
Much of the content of gossip is of the “isn’t it terrible?”
variety, and publicists and dramatists alike have always
known that people “want” or “need” a certain amount of

- the horrible and the sensational. Sheer idle curiosity is

probably of some significance in itself; but it:appears to be
the'kind of curiosity that feeds on “murdér stories” which
figures“most prominently in the cases which®have come

" under-our present survey. We are not referring, of course,
“/.to cases of catastrophe to one’s own loved ‘ones, which are

included in the first category; we refer rather to cases of
sheer avid curigsity in relation to unknown persons;

A striking example of an experience coming within this
fifth category is Dr. Prince’s: own precognitive dream
relating to a woman’s head severed from its body, the jaws
of which opened and closed upon his hand, filling him with
horror at the thought of a head which still lived apart from

/. its body. This dream coincided closely ayith the decapitation

of a Mrs. Hand; among whose effects was found an insane
letter indicating that her head would continue to live after
it had been severed front her body.* Many of J. W. Dunne’s
precognitive dreéams appear to be dreams of catastrophe to

—

24 Joumrsar AS.P.R, Vol. XVIL 1923, pp, 89-10L
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persons unknown to him, such as his dream of the Mont
Pelee volcano disaster, in which thousands of persons lost
their lives, and a later dream concerning a terrible fire in
a'French rubber factory, wheére many wdrking’ girls were
suffocated by the fumes of the burning rubber.”®, The
criterion by which the sleeping mind seeks something excit-
ing with which to make contact seems to be'much the same
as the criterion of a tabloid journalist: “Find’/something
exciting and preferably ‘something terrible.” It should be
mentioned ‘that a secondary ego factor may be involved
when it concerns, investigators in our field, such as Dr.
Prince and Mr. Dunne, who in @ sense want cases because
they enhance the percipients as not only investigating the
experiences of others but also having genuine experiences
of their own.

(6) Agent's need to make contact: Up to this point, we
have primarily concerned ourselves with motivation from
the point of view of the percipient, and have said nothing
about the: motives of the agent. Sometimes, however, we
have clear facts regarding the agent's motives, as when,
in semi-experimental cases, a person successfully projects
an image of himself to an unsuspecting percipient. (See
Phantasms of the Living.“Vol. Topp. 104 ff2) Indeed, in
many reported cases of a different type, agency would
seem_to ‘involve a “self-expression” motive—the «esiré or
need on the part of the agent to enhance or,justify or
explain himself. And we must, I think, likewise note the
great frequency of cases in which there is strong evidence
for the active love of the agent for the percipient. Thus in
our sixth category we may refer the readers to another
S.P.R. case in which a woman in Scotland is awakened
from sound sleep by feeling someone press a kiss on her
forehead. Looking up, she sees an Austrian friend of hers
standing by her bed. “She looked as though she ‘desired to
say something . . . but I was so startled, not to say, afraid,

3;’{[" Experiment tith. Time, New York, Macmillan, 1927, pp.c34-37 )
39
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I was speechless . . . Her expression was so sad and enquir-
ing I cannot forget it.”* The percipient’s friend had died
in Vienna at about the time of the experience. The most
striking aspect 6f this case is the pathetic need of the
phantasm‘to make itself understood. It seemed to want to
convey something which“it could not express. No wcom-
pelling activity or need on the part of the percipient, who
was “awfully frightened,” is evident. This case can be
compared with another “phantasm” case, in which the

percipient looks up from her book fo sée her husband stand-

ing by the foot of her bed. After gazing at. the ‘apparition
for,a few seconds, she unconcernedly put-out the light and

‘Wwent to sleep. She stated that she “was neither-alarmed nor

excited mor even particularly interested.”® Her husband
had :died ‘twenty-four hours before. We always have, I
suppose,- somé degree of activity on the part of the per-
cipient, but it is the compelling motivation of the agent
which stands out as the primary clue in cases like these.

Especially striking is a case reportéd in full in the

J,‘ Journal of the S.P.R., in which a group ‘6f percipients
“7do indeed have a need to receive a message/ but in which
‘¢ the'longing of the agent is demonstrably ‘the major clue
« to'the content of the message received.  Indeed; the boy’s
“longing -was so, intense that he seems to have,'‘forced his

way,” uninvited, into the.midst of the group of percipients.
The case'does not easily lend itself to abridgment, and,
again, readers are tirged to refer to original material; the
summary below, however; may give an idea of the salient
points involved :**

A spiritualistic circle of six persons at Flushing, Holland, met on
the evening of July 23rd, 1922, Of “these persons, two had once

& known English, but had not kept it up; the remaining four were

unacquainted withoEnglish, By use of a simple wooden device held
over the letters of the alphabet, messages were spelt out. On the
/

26 fournal S.F.ﬁw Vol. XEV-XRV], Nov. 1930, pp. 133-135.
3 Ibid, Val. XXTI-XXIII, Julyi 1925, pp, 98-104.
B8 [vid, Vol. XXI, @ec., 1923, pp. 170-175.
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evening in question, a “‘communicator” appeared, stated that he was
an Englishman, and indicated that he would write a song for them,
see la below: ¢

la_ THE SUN HAS SET Everiing Song Evening Song
ANDNOW A new I The sunChas set,/) dc The sun his, set,
WITH F A LL END EW And now a’‘new and now, arew

THE GRASSIS WET With fallen dew With fallei dew
FlrSt parT . The grass is wet. /) The gfass is wet.
each little bird And little burd Each liftle bird
Has sunk storest is sing to rest Has ‘sunk tocrest
witH (ts netsin Within his nest. Within ' its nest
O Sng i§ hear No song is heard. No song i5 heard,

Now, a fifteen yedr old boy lived opposite to the house where the
séance took place; he longed to attend one of these mysterious meet-
ings, but was not allowed to.°On the evening of July 23rd, he watched
the persons entering the house across the way, then, bored and vexed
at not being invited, he got out an old schoul-book which contained
the stanzas ©f an English poem he had once leéarned at school (see
lc above), He drowsed over this poem for about a half hour, during
which time ‘the sitting across the street was continuing. On the
following” day one of ‘the sitters learned what the boy had been
doing’and asked him/to fype out from memory the poem he had
been reading. The boy's version“is found in 1b above,

(7) Motive strong from paint of wiew of both agent and
percipient : Finally, we have to deal with a number of cases
in which motives seem quite clear both on . behalf of the
agent and on behalf of the ‘percipient, but which do not
easily fit.into our first category. These may be divided into
two sub-categories: (a) Those cases in which the agent is
still alive or at the point of death (cases which Gurney,
Myers, and Podmore called “Phantasms of the Living’’)
and (b) cases in which we must say that the agent is
unknown ifless it be in fact a deceased person; that is,
cases in which the impression, taken at its face wvalue,
would indicate survival and post-mortem agency.

Under the first subheading we might jinclade a case col-
lected, by Dr. Prince,” in which a missionary:sees the
apparition of his wife, from whom-he had been separated
for, ten'years, on the night of her death. The phantasm

# Prince, W. F.; Human Experiences, BS.P.R., 1931, pp. 145-146.
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seemed to want to indicate that their-marital difficulties
had been her fault. Then there is the striking case of the
“dollar bills,” fully reported by the S.P.R.* Here a young
Roman Catholic woman fell into a swoon upon hearing of
her father’s sudden death while away from home. On
recovering cconsciousness, she stated that he had appeared
to her and told her that some money had been sewn inside
the shirt he was wearingwhen he died. When his clothes
were finally recovered, 35 one-dollar bills ‘were found sewed
in the pocket of the shirt, as describéd in detail by the
percipient. In this case, although the apparent agent had
beeri dead for about twenty-four hotwrs at/the time of the
percipient’s experience, the hypothesis of “latency” might
still be held to apply. This hypothesis, however, cafi’hardly
be invoked in regard to the “Chaffin Will” case;” where
the ostensible agent had been dead for four years. “This
leads us to our sécond subheading, and two cases, both
from the S.P.R., are quoted at some‘length to illustrate the
type. The first of these is essentially’ spontaneous; the
second involves the mediumship ‘of Mrs. Leonard. But in
each of the cases the motives, I'think; are quite clear from
the ‘point of view of both percipient and agent. (In the
mediumistic case we must regard the sitter as_the “per-
cipient.””) The incident of the “damaged cross™ is, sum-
marized from the fully corroborated report appearing’ in
the Tournal of the S.P.R."In March, 1930, the percipient,
Mrs. Sparkes, wrote in part as follows:*

“My late husband”died v May°1929 . . . T ordered a firm of
Monumental Masons to erect a”Cross over the grave. They wrote
last January that this had been done/’and sent their bill. My custom

is to pay all bills at once. My impulse waspaccordingly, to, then and
there, send a cheque. A communicator, purporting to be my late

“/ chusband has been in the habit of sending me messages since his

death. 1 scribble them down on bits of paper or inca note-book.
While I contémplatéd sending the cheque—1 was holding a pencil not
waiting for’any message 6r thinking of anything in particular, when

30 Proc. S, PR, Vol VIII'€1892), pp, 200-205.
3 Ihid, Vol. XXXVI (1926-27Y0 pp. 517-524,
82 fournal S.P.R., Vo) XXVA, June, 1930, 1ip, 93-95.
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it wrote: ‘See to my grave at Shamley Green. I see a crack at the
base of the right side of the cross ../, on the right side standing on
the path. Do not go on with the payment untif ‘it is attended to, or
it will not be done.’ . . . On at’last se¢ing the'monument I found a
gash three inches long, one inch ‘wide, and one inch deep on the
lowest Block on the right hand side facing the/path.”

Miss/Newton interviewed Mrs. Sparkes and ascertained that she
had had nocmews of the progress of the stone between’ ordering it
angd hearing that it was completed. Mrs. Sparkes also stated that she
never cwent 'to, cemeteries ‘as she disliked them. Two independent
witnesses “confirmed “that,on the right side of the stome, facing it
from the patl, there s a defect it the granite . . . filled up with
cement . . . from the outline of this defect it has the appearance of
a tool mark rather than/a crack,”

Our final episode, considerably abridged, is taken from
Mrs. Salter’s paper, “A Report on Some Recent Sittings
with Mrs: Leonard.”" The sitter was Mrs; Dawson-Smith

and the communicator purported to be her son who was
killed in January;~1920.

ExTraCT FROM, SITTING WITH MRs. LEoNARD, JANUARY 10, 1921

Feda | Mrs. d.gonard’s control] ' And he says, “Have you got my
little key? You were touching it the otliér day. As you moved about,
you touched the key. Andl there’ was an/old purse with a receipt in it,
a tiny paper. It feels old. 1 wish’ you codld findcit, old, worn and
soiled, mixed up with a lot of ‘other things.” 'He doesn’t think you
have it, Do find it. He calls it a counterfoil ‘Try dnd unearth it. He
wilb be 5o interested. He knows you have, it, d long nm'rﬂw:strap

close’to jt, "I noticed that accidentally.” He says this is important.
~In/ November, 1924, Mrs. Dawson-Smith wrote- to Sir, Oliver
Lodge as follows:

“I think youi will be interested to hear of another fulfilled prophecy.
[ Mrs. Dawson-Smith quotes from above extract.] I hunted for this
paper, and over a big trupk in our box-room I noticed a long strap
hanging. I opened the box and hunted through the contents and
came across a worn old leather purse, and, in it“a worn old counter-
toil of a money order. I carefully took it out and put.it in my desk,
thinking the importance might be found later. And friue! The fol-
Towing explains:

“I had a letjer from the ‘Enemy Debt {Tlli:ariug_ Office’ demanding

“miigsing ‘counterioil” is onCpp. 303 fi. ) op episode of thie
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a sum of money said to be owing to’a Hamburg firm, which was
incurred in July, 1914—before the war. I Aknewwcmy boy had paid
it ... %0 ] wrote to the Controller and explained that the account
had béen paid ten years ago. Then the Hamburg people said they
had mot received it, and<if 1 had no proof other than my memory,
it would.be pressed /(the elaim). Then 1 remembered my boy’s
message at Mrs. Leonard’s and ['hastened to look at the counterfoil
and found it the identical paper/needed to prove the account had been
paid. Needless to say’ I sent a complete account of the transaction
to the Controller, and he pf course verified it in every particular,
and wrote to apologise for Maving ‘¢aused ‘me so6”much worry and
trouble, and to say no further action would be taken:in the mat-
ter . .| [The existence of the counterfoil and theccorrespondence
with’the Enemy Debt Clearing Office was ‘verified by Mrs: Sidgwick
and, Sir” Oliver Lodge.]

Motivation in Experimental Cases

The reader may at this point inquire as to our reason
for emphasizing spontaneous cases rather than experi-
mental cases. The chief reason has been the richness of
our evidence regarding motives in/the spontaneous mate-
rial, With the experimental material we know very little
about motives except that theosubjéct is trying) at least

€ . conseciously, to make high scores. "'We do, howeyer, ‘have

73

/

/

Q

~

some clues which indicate that the motives opérating in the
“experimental cases are similar to those in the spontanecus
casés. The brilliant subject, Mr. C. J., used by Martin’and
Stribic™ ‘assimilated- his éxperimental experiences fo his
previous spontaneous experiences. He not only wanted to
do well in the experiménts; he:-was, as it were, recapitulat-
ing the spontaneous experiences which had meant so much
to him. The desire to please a loved one is clearly important,
as shown in experimental cases where engaged couples have
successfully acted as agent and percipient.” Self-justifica-
tion seems to‘have played a role when the expérimenter has
defied the stibject'to do well and he has accepted the chal-

/

M Martin, Dorothy, and Stribic, Frances, “Studies in Extra-Sensory Per-
ception: 111, A Review of 4ll University of Colorado Experiments,” Journal
of Purﬁp::.:r;m'lﬂyx, Vol! IV, 1940, cf. especially p. 173.

35 Rhine, J. B., New Frotiers of the Mind/ New York, Farrar and Rinchart,
1937, pp. 104 and 164-165,,
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lenge,* while resistance or antagonism to the experimenter
has, in several instances, been clearly related to a significant
drop in scoring level, or even to below-chance scoring.”

We’are willing to hazard the ‘conjecture that the prin-
cipal motives operative in paranormal impressions appear
in ‘such strength that we select and organize paranormal
impressions with a ‘wery vigorous autistic detérmination;
and we must suspect that over and above the general needs
of human beings; it will’be found that individual needs are
correlated with“individual variations in paranormal percep-
tion. The time has come for intensive personality studies
to provide clues to the inner dynamics of paranormal ex-
perience.

Barriers to the Paranormal

All this may well seem to make the whole problem too
easy. 1f motives fulfill themselves so simply, why does not
paranormal perception, occur continuously? Perhaps, as
Professor H: H, Price on¢e pointed out, the question is not,
Why do we perceive paranormally, but rather, Why do we
not perceive paranormally all the time? But the fact is that
we live predominantly in the immediate world of time and
space and that we inhibit or block our parangrmal tenden-
cies,, It Seems as though we were inclined not only to be
afraid of such impressions, but also to feel that they are
“queer’ and “unnatural.” The matter-of-fact civilization
of which we are a part intensifies our tendency to rely on
our sense organs and to mistrust evervthing else; con-
sciously or unconsciously, we shut the paranormal out.

The main clue we need, then, is the ¢lue which will point
to the way in which the customary blockage or barrier may
be penetrated or removed. We aré sufficiently motivated,
apparently, to make paranormal/contact. The problem is
to learn how and why we manage so successfully to black

36 Ibid, pp. 94-96.
WHhid, py. 81-82.
7 )
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ourselves, and thus how to remove the barriers. The !Eerm
“blockage” or “barrier” refers to one of the mechanisms
which i psychology is conceived to predispose to dissocia-
tion.” One 'side ‘6f  the shield is motivation—that which
impels us'to make paranormal contact—and as far as we
can see there is no mystery here; the motives are those ywith
which we are already familiar. The other side of the shield
is the process by which we prevent ourselves from fulﬁll:pg
motives through paranormal percéption. It is therefore with
this aspect of the problem that'we shall come to terms n
the next article.



