Difficulties Confronting the Survival Hypothesis
GARDNER MURPHY

In our last issue' an attempt was made to summarize the
main types of evidence for human survival. It was pmnted
out that the evidence—which ranges from apparitions coin-
ciding with death, through simple mediumistic phenomena,
to the cross correspondences and proxy sittings—cannot be
regarded as final proof. If progress is to be made, it will
_be through squarely confronting the difficulties, not by
. seeking to escape them. The clarification of the difficulties
as they appear today may be a helpful step toward an intel-
ligent quest for more complete and convincing evidence.

The Biological Difficulty

. From the viewpoint which the science of the last three
-, hundred years has gwen us, ‘it is clear that the electrical
particles which we call “matter”, have through eons of time
grouped themselves in ever more complex ways; the more
stable modes of grouping tend to endure, the unstable to
disappear. It is-in this way that the simplest living things
appear to have arisen. No one, of course, knows the origin
of life; but there appears to be no permanently unbridgeable
gap between the organization and behavior of certain non-
living particles and the organization and behavior of very
simple unicellular organisms.

It used to be considered sufficient to say that if a mate-

X rial body possessed the capacities for growth, repair, and
. reproduction, it was alive.. Particles of non-living matter
.. may at times take on attributes very close to these three.
Physical and chemical conditions determine the possibilities
for growth, repair, and reproduction, as well as the trans-
mutation from a unicellular to a more complex multicellular
“form, like a butterfly—or a man. Organic evolution, or
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1“An Outline of Survival Evidence,” by Gardner Murphy, JournaL A.S.P.R.,
F Val XXXIX, January, 1945, pp. 2-34.
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development of types of living ‘things, appears to be an
instance of a constant process of variation in the modes o
organization of physical particles.” Some of these living
modes of organization remain stable in spite of all sorts of
threats; they defend themselves adequately, and may be able
to ¢ncroach upon others. Their continued existence is ulti-
mately acquestion of their adaptation to their envirnnnwrl-

The nervous. system appears in the evolutidnary process
as a way of facilitating’ the conduction of impulses from
one part of the organism to another, permitting the efficient
coordination of movements which occur in response to
environmental changes. The nervous system is a system
which specializes in conducting impulses from one part of
the body to another, and in 'the process of integrating dif
ferent bodily activities.” Now the nervous system, becoming
ever more complex in the service of such integration, ceas '-éf
to be simply a'basis for action, and becomes the basis for
awareness of outercand inner changes, for if integration
to be-adequate, ‘there must be complex processes of dis-
crimination, We cannot say categorically that no consciouss
ness is directly associated 4vith any other part of the body;
and we cannot say’why discrimination has to take the form
which we call awarenéss; butowe ‘can sa¥% that throughou
nature the degree of complexity“of the nervous system
a major clue to the degree of complexity of awareness.
say-that the brain is derived in the evolutionary proces:
largely because it makes possible fine diseriminations is 2
way of saying that finely diversified types of awaréness arg
essential to diversified behavior., From the biological point
of view,’a major role of the nervous system, and of.the
brain in particular, is that of mediating such discriminations
and adaptive responses.

Moreover, the specific parts of the brain mediate
specific qualities of experience. Let the surgeon expose pa
of ‘the brain in a patient under local anesthesia, probing
electrically here and there; he may ‘elicit in the patient -:
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Impegrative Action/nf the Nervous System, by C. 5, }‘.S'l;u:rrinftﬂn. Scribner
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cific experiences of warmth, cold, touch, by stimulating
those regions which have long (on anatomical grounds )
been assigneéd to the mediation of these same experiences
of warmth; cold, touch. Injury, moreover, to specific regions
of the brain may obliterate the capacity to experience
the lccfrr?spﬂnding warmthy, cold, or touch sensations, just
as imjuries to the auditory or visual centers may cause
disturbance, or even loss, of auditory or visual experience.
(“['his specificity of localization is'much finer ifaman than in
the lower mammals.) Tt is difficult to think of any conscious
process except in terms of the total dynamic .adaptive
process thus mediated by the nervous systém. The biological
point’of view, makes it difficult to think of any dspect of
awareness as continuing independently of the very stib-
stratum ‘which'has given it its place in nature.

So far, we have ‘considered simple impressions from the
senses, the more elementary types of sensory awareness. It

, 1 sometimes held that the life of feeling is in a4 different
‘category. But modern work shows clearly, that fecling also
has itts physical basis; feeling depends in large part_upon
; functions/in the “old brain”—that part of ‘the brain which
isvoldest /in the evolutionary process, far older thar the
great‘cerebral hemispheres of the “new” brain, upon avhich
man relies for his more complex mental processes. The life
of feeling. and’emotion appears to depend upon centers
which have not chafiged much fremillions of Vears, EEHtEIfS
k‘:’hilﬁ'h are activated in both man and animals under condi-
tions of shock, on theone ‘hand, “and ‘of strong positive
mstmul:tive responses on the other hand. Savage, rage-like
hehat_vmr, for example, appears. eveft when the cerebral
_hemispheres are no longer functional, If s true that the
Tiving body acts integrally, and that wé have ho right to
speak of isolated feelings as located in isolated parts/of the
nervous system. But we can say that feeling is associated
with the functioning of the 6ld-brain centers, just as thought
Is associated with the centers ifivthe “new” brain. In cases
of encephalitis lethargica. (epidemic sleeping sickness), for
cxample, disorder in‘old-brain centers may result in dis-
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order in the life of feeling. In certain types of brain path-
ology, the loss of feeling is, reported.<Even the *manifesi*:a--
tions of the will, so often regarded as transcending physio-
logical interpretations, can be blotted ouit by organic disease.
Thé argument from evolution and from anatomy-is paral-
leled by the argument from individual development, In th |
newbord dnfant; personality is limited largely to tempera=S
mental individuality, As the brain undergoes.a series of
specific_ physiological changes, more and more new types t;ng
experiences become possible; to the child; these newoex=
periences constitufe ‘the mental predispositions which are
said to make up the child’s personality. Over a period o
several years, the personality development follows from the
appropriate brain development, and any im[}ai}'tn?nt_ in such
brain development, or any factor retarding 1t, 1s 1mn1ed_1-
ately reflected in the retardation of personality growth (in
its intellectual or temperamental aspects, or both). ©
From the biulr’:gical viewpoint, there is nothing to suggest
that the consciotis, processes are any more independent rF;’
the body than are the circulatory, digestive, g!andular,. or
other physidlogical processes. This is not a philosophical
conclusion, but a’ conclusion directly suggested by much
biological evidence. Ngthing would bé”gained by beating
the dead horse of nineteenth-century “materialism,” a naive
arid ‘one-sided statement as to-the ‘one-way, “dependence™
of mental upon physical. Such oné<sided-deperidence 1s, not
the issae at all. Mind and body are notothings about. which
we have ultimate knowledge, nor can we say that one is the
“cause” 6f the other. They might perhaps best be conceived
as two aspects of one fundamental unity, the ultimate nat
of which we are mot likely to guess for a long time. But/it
is extremely difficult, from a biological point of view, to
conceive what is meant by referring to’personality as inde
pendent of the living organism—so as to’survive beyond
deéath—for the living organism is a psychophysieal unity.
Over/and above such general difficulties as these; thers
are difficulties in imagining what a “personal existenee’
would be like without a body. Efforts to define “astral” or
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“etheric” bodies are evidently crude attempts to cope with
this huge problem. The fact that bodies are the vehicles of
personality, and that most people have no clear conception of
personality except'in such terms, is at least a factor in our
perceiving apparitions of the deceased as objects in space,
and in our hearing voices, or feeling touches, as if a living
orgamism were present. We try inithe same way to conceive
a trans-mundane existerice as made up of seeing, speaking,
. acting, hearing, feeling, willing—all of which, so far as we
~know, ‘are the expressions of an intact physiological system.

" Let the reader try for a few minutes to imagine what his

. personal‘existence would be like if he were deprived of every
device for making contact with his environment, except
through the hypothetical use of continuous telepathy to and
from other.invisible minds. Unless this effort is madé—
and unless some sort of intelligible substitute for life as we
know it is offered—the attempt to schematize the nature of

1, post-mortem existence is likely to be a sorry product of
wishful thinking. And just as human personality 15 a receiv-

“ing station for physical and social events in the world sur-

‘rounding ws, so it is an action-center transmifting  its

., characteristic directives to the things and persons which

actualize its wants. A personality which neither made contact

with ‘an environment nor effected changes in that environ-

ment would be a personality only in a very limited sénse
of the term.

The Cultural Difficulty

Along with this biological arguiment ‘comes the problem

of our dependence upon our heritage, our culture. We owe
. A very large share of what we are to'the fact that we were
born, grew up, lived our lives in a specific period and place.
Our personalities are in large measure patterns of response
to a given social environment. We are twentieth century
Americans; not'only ‘our ideas, but our deeper traits, our
attitudes, what we hold dear, have been largely determined
by our surroundings, otir upbringing; and our contact with
other specific individuals who likéwise have their specific
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cultural backgrounds. If beyond the human personalities
which we know, shaped by these known biological and
social forces, there is some kernel of spiritual reality which
altogether transcends and outlasts the physical organism
and, the specific conditions of time and -place—something
which is guided (as by the Karma of Hinduism) into new,
areas of experience in which it is to be clothed with a new'
external personality—it could still hardly be called a hitman
personality. What we mean by survival is not this imper=
sonal principle, but the habits, thoughts, memories, feelings;
impulses, interests, which express us as men and women of
a particular period and social group. If, as we exist after
death, we are interchangeable with the personalities—the
memories, thoughts, interests~—of Iroquois Indians or pre-
historic-Chinese, or are without any defnite memories or
interests at-all, this is personal survival Ul'llji' by a sort of
play upon wordse Yet there are difficulties in believing that
that which owes its per-smlal existence to a specific group’
of conditions,limited in‘time and space, a thing which be=
longs to the,United States 1n-the twentieth century, could,
be crystallized ‘and maintamed m the functions of a per-
sonal existence in an utterly different context.

This argument is not offeréd as one indépendent of the
biological argument, nor is it laid down 4s a dogma to be
defended. It is of a theoretical type, “and the. degree of
cogéney to be assigned it will vary ‘with the individual
reader. But it is, I believe, an extremely serious difficulty—
a difficulty which must be met with facts and’ with ‘logic,
not simply with protest. Tt is an aspect of the general propo=~
sition that personality as we know it is an expression of
particular group of relationships realized but once in the
course of life on this planet. Could‘it be transferred to
utterly different circumstances? And if it were so trans-
ferred, would it still be the personality which we know?

Suryival Evidence is Colored by the Folklore of our Era
2
Primitive man has, in general believed. naively in‘sur-

vival; this belief derives in part from the fact fhat the
; -
Cay,

M 7/

Difficulties Confronting the Swrvival Hypothesis 73
personalities of the recently dead are still very real to him,
partly from the fact that his dreams of them make him feel
that somehow they must still be alive. Apparitions of the
deceased were often taken, as they are today, as full-fledged
expressions of surviving personalities. This primitive atti-
tude toward the deceased was in general (but with some
exceptions) accepted about, theé Mediterranean basin until
the age of Greco-Roman. skepticism;/as expressed in Aris-
totle and Cicero. ;

These two attitudes, of belief and of skepticism, have vied
with one another in European thought ever since, with
religion ‘insisting upon survival, yet as a’rule pointiig to
ancient ‘ratheér than to contemporary evidence. With the
eighteenth "century, the notion of direc! evidence,“as con-
trasted with traditional evidence, such as that of the New
Testament, began to be emphasized. The Cocklane ghost
was not to be laughed at { Swedenborg and other visionaries
were to be heard, their evidence weighed. We have humorous
glimpses of eighteenth century thought“in Poor R:dmrd’
Abmanac. Benjamin Franklin tells of the fnvasion of his

, sleeping body by the spirit of his competitor, thealmanac-

maker Thomas Leeds, and of the automatic writing which
his hand carried out in consequence. There were many
spiritistic manifestations in the first half of the nineteenth
century, when organized spiritualism, as a way of making
contact between the two waorlds, was established.

Now, as Professor. E/’R. Dadds has emphasized,® para-
normal phenomena have been reported for some thousands
of years; people asleep or in trance, or under the influence
of drugs or fumes, together with a‘smaller number of

people in a state of apparently normal consciousness, have

appeared to be invaded by intelligences which desire to
communicate., The kinds of intelligence which appear to
communicate seem to-depend largely upon the expecta-
tions of the social group. ‘Often the purporting communi-
cators through special sensitives have been nature spirits,

3*Why I do not Believe in Surwvival,” by Professor E. R. Dodds, Proc.
S.P.R., VI:II XLII (1934), pp. 147-172,
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demons, devils, angels, gods, and goddesses. The vast array
of psychical phenomena—telepathy, clairyoyance, precogni-
tion, psychokinesis, etc.—has been ‘manifest through re-
corded history as an aspect ‘of special mental conditions
which ‘suggests to observers that forces beyond the indi-
vidual are at work, but often with no thought of marshal-
ing’ eyidence for survival. Under the spécial cultural—
especially’ the scientific—conditions of the last’eentury, as
expressed by the work of societies for psychical research,
mediums have been constrained to use the paranormal gift
primarily for securing messages from deceased human
beings; their task i§to give survival evidence.

Dissociation and Histrionic Skill

Whenever, over the face of the earth, communication
with im_risihle forces is attempted, there is some cultural
preparation for the execution of the task of mediation. The

child may show the tendency to fall into trance, or may goé

to an adept to learn:the drt of “concentration.” Seli-induced
states of passivity, in ‘which-automatic writing, speaking,
and posturing occur are more or less alike everywhere. One
gives oneself the suggestion, throughout the training period,
that one will serve as-pediator for, a given divinity or
demon; and with few exceptions’ the primitive or the ad-
vanced practitioner receives in some ‘measure_thé sort of
unseen power upon which he awaits. The manifestions car

to onlookers the sense of verisimilitude ; one recognizes the"
characteristic earmarks of the divinity or demon, exactly as
the sitter ina spiritualistic circle recognizes those earmarks
which make a convincing demonstration of personal ‘con-
tinuity. The ability to portray that which has been fervently’
awaited 1s a skill which is apparently enhanced rather than
reduced by the dissociated or sleep-like state which has been
developed by training. The very fact that one loses one’s
alert, waking personality makes it easier for that which
remains ‘of the self to cast itself in:the rales assigned by
the unséen powers, : 4

Weé reach, then/as a basis of operations, the mncgpﬁgﬁ_
Z
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that the entranced personality gives itself to the task of
bringing forth and making real the personalities ‘who are
desired as communicators. The important thing is to play
the role well. ‘Often the sensitive refers to personalities
which never existed, as ift the case of “Adam Bede.” George
Eliot, purporting’to communicate directly through the en-
tranced Mrs. Piper, gave elaborate descriptions of her life
in Heaven. On one occasion the renowned authoress said
to the experimenter, Richard Hodgson: “I saw him (Robert
Burns) in the same building with the before mentioned
spirits.. . . Shelley and Chaucer, the original and only writer
“: of Canterbury tales . . . I also saw the original Adam Bede.
[ “also met Homer our dear old Greek poet, and I stopped
and spoke with each one of them.” More important, how-
ever, are those cases in which fictitious personalities purport
to communicate directly. The fabulous “Bessie Beals,” de-
manded by Stanley Hall and Amy Tanner in their series
<, with Mrs. Piper, will serve as an example.? Mrs. Sidgwick
summarizes the case as follows (of. cit., pp, 1??-%?8) :

We are not, however, limited to inference from the failure of com-
" /municators for evidence that they are sometimes’ not ‘what thiey
¢, profess to'be, for Dr. Stanley Hall in 1909 toek a short cut to
positive ‘evidence by deceiving the control Hodgson [through Mrs.
Piper], and ‘asking for a niece, Bessie Beals, who had never existed,
but who ‘was nevertheless produced at several sittings. She said little
at first, but communicated  more° fully by the third sitting, and
connected specifi¢ / memories with the sitter—mainly, though not
entirely, such as might be suggested ‘by his statements and questions.
When in the end Dr. Hall told Hodpson that he (Hall)) had been
deceiving him, and that there was no’such person as Bessie Beals,
Hodgson maintained her reality. The following is a report of the
conversation (Studies in Spiritism, p. 254) :

Dr. Hall: Well, what do you say to this, Hodgson? I asked you
to call Bessie Beals, and there is no such person. How do you
explain that?

Hodgson: Bessie” Beals is here, and not the—

A Contribution to the Study of the Psychology of Mrs. Piper's Trance
Phenomena,” by Hr: Henry Sidgwick, Proc, S.P.R., Vol. XXVIII (1915).
Cf. especially p. 117. )
5Studies in .SPp-l'rl'li:m. by Amy E.Tanner, Ph.D. Introduction by G. Stanley
/7,H-IL D. Appleton and Company; New York, 1910,
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Note by Miss Tanner: At this point we laughed and 1 made some
remark to the effect that that was just what we had said Hodgson
would do, and the hand continued thus:

Hodgson : I know a Bessie Beals. ‘Her mother asked about her
befare, Mother asked about her before.

Dr. Hall: 1T don't know about that, Hodgson. Bessie Beals is a
pure fiction:

Fodgson; 1 refer to a lady who asked me the same thing and/the
same name.

Dr. Hall ;) Guess you dre wrong about that, Hndgsnn :

Hodgson : Yes;, I ant'mistaken in her. I am mistaken. Her name

/)

was not Bessie, but”Jessie Beals. Q

We can only say about this explanation that it is not plausible . . .
Dr. Hall might accidentally have hit on the name of a previous com-
municator, but it is very unlikely that this communicator would have
had memories appropriate to Dr.-Hall's fictions and have admitted
him as her uncle.

The trance consciousness, then, is as adept in its myth-
making fantasy as it is in bringing forward those who have

recent]y dieds among the throng of invisible entities whot

wait fo make thenselves known, there is nothing to permit
the dominant communicator, or control, to distinguish
which are authentic and which are imaginary. The purport-
ing Hodgson, who/giveson the whole a rather good evi-

dential picture of himself, vouches, for”the non-existent

Bessie Beals.

The Paranormal Gifts“of the Sensitive
How, then, is it that such an abundance of €évidential com-

muniications have in fact been given? In the preceding paper
we ‘stressed the fact that much gnﬂd material of this Sﬂl"[‘.-
does exist, a ‘great deal of which is not to be explamed in

terms of telepathy from those present at the sitting. To give.

an answer which is completely fair, it is important, I think,
to give special heed to the various, trance communications

purporting to come from the deceased/when-in point of fact
the-alleged communicator is alive at the time. A very good
¢ase of this sort, containing much evidential material, was
repnrted by'S. G. Soal.® '

6“A’ Report m Some Communications received through Mes: Blanche
Cooper,” by-S. G. Seal, Prog. S.P.R., Vol. XXXV (1925), pp. 471-594;

Ll

7 .
Oc, 9 e, 'y Cqp

Difficulties Confronting the' Swrvival Hypothesis 77

In 1922, during the course of Mr. Soal's series of sittings with
Mrs. Blanche Cogper, an English direct-voice medium, a “voice well
articulated and extraordinarily clear and strong began to speak,” and
gave the name Gordon’BPavis. Mr. Soal had known a boy by that
name many years before, but had long since lost touch with him. He
had heard a‘rumor that Davis had been killed in the first World War.
During the course of two sittings, “Gordon Davis” referred to certain
incidents known by the sitter to be true; for example, that he had
lived in a place called Roch— (Rochdale), and that he had last
seen Mr. Soal on a train. The communicator alse gave ewvidential
material not known at the time to‘the sitter; for’ example; that he had
a wife and one son. Moreover, Davis described in détail a house and
its furnishings. Three years later, in 1925, Mr. Soal learned that Mr.
Dayis was alive and well. He visited him and“found him living in‘a
house” which dulfilled in a striking way the description given in the
sittings. Mr. Davis had not moved into this house until nearly‘'a year
after the.communications were given. Mr. Soal summarizes by saying,
“In the case under consideration the supernormal knowledge shown
is of a high ordér. Not enly is there penetration into the past of thé
‘communicator,’ but there are considerable indications that the future
was also anticipated.”

In spite of doubts which we believe Mr. Soal himself

later cast upon the “Gordon Davis” case, it is‘very hard to
“accept the’ theory that “unconscious “‘whispering,” or any

other normal means of communication, could have giveén the
wealth of accurate detail which was forthcoming in relation

to Mr2 Soal’s old friend.

A less wellknown but equally striking case was reported
twenty years ago, by Canon Douglas” He had a French
chauffeur named Réallier who, at-the outbreak of the first
World War, returned to France to énter the army. Canon
Douglas heard from his chauffeur’after this only at long
intervals. During a sitting with Mrs. Effie Halsey (Mrs.

Vernon) in this country, Réallier appeared-as communi-

cator, first giving his name as Ravallier, then correctly as
Réallier. A degeased nephew of Canon Douglas’, whose
name was also correctly given, purported to be “helping”
the chauffeur to communicate., A profusion of good evi-

Unpopular Review. Jan -Maprch, 1919, See also Jourwar AS.P.R., Val
XIII, 1919, pp. 130-136, 28 m%ﬂ and 492-494,
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dential material was given, some ‘of which the sitter knew
at the time to be true. Other details were unknown to him,
but were corroborated later. In this ¢ategory can be placed
a’description of a “toolchest in disgraceful disorder, with
several of the tools broken and useless,” and a deseription
of an expedition to Salonika. But, as it turned out, the
chauffeur was alive; he was at no time near the point of '
death nor in a critical condition. 2 /

It seems that in such cases as these, the histrionic powers:

of the meditim arecalled forth, and appropriate material is,

apparently picked up telepathically. Now we have already
seen that the capacity to pick up needed material is highly
developed in good sensitives; in fact, we cited evidence that
such appropriate material can be “filched” from the minds
of both present and distant living people.® If it be regarded

as remarkable that the medium knows howcand where tcb

turn for material to cﬂmp[ete the picture of the f:ﬂmmum-
cator, evidence for this capacity lies directly in these cases
of Soal’s and Canon Douglas’. Whatever difficulties we may.
have with an interpretation, the power is clearly there. The
same sort of ability tocgo out and’get specific needed mate-
rial is witnessed in good psychometric studies; for example,
in those reported by Pagenstecher’ and W.F. Prince," and
those more recently given us by Hettinger in England.™

This specific capacity is often deemed incredible even by
fhose who admit the evidence for experimental telepathy.
Just ‘why it should be incredible is not clear After all, we
should not be misled by our tendency to form an image of
physical ;spaceé in which the poor sensitive wanders; liké
Diogenes with his lantern, trying to find—among two bil=
lion human beings—a mind possessing the necessary in-

BAn Outline of Survival Evidence.” Cf. especially pp11-12,

9“Past Events Seership: A Study in Ps'_q-rchnmcl;r}'." h:./r G, Pagenstecher,
Proc./AS.P.R., Vol. XVI, January, 1922 (pp. 1-136.

10“Studies in Psychometry,” by W. F. Prince, Pro¢. A.S.P.R,,_Vol. XVIII,
1924, pp: 178-352. P

HThe Ulfra-Perceptive Facully, and Esploring the Ulira-Perceptive F ,
by ] Hettinger, Rider and Co., London, 1940 and 194]1. * “”F?
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formation. Rather, it appears that space is uatterly irrelevant
to the issue; the mind makes contact with that which 1s
relevant fo its purpose. If a cluster of ideas relevant to a
given central theme exists, it appears reasonable to believe
(in line with Carington’s i2 conception, for example) that
ideas which are related tend to function as a unit.

It must again be stressed, lést the point be regarded as
sheerly hypothetical, that we have direct evidence that this
process of filching and siftifig among the minds-of the living
does ‘actually occur. A curious-case “llustrating the com-
plexity of the process is related by Lily Dougall in her éssay
“The Good and Evil in Spiritualism.”" Because this case is
not generally known, I shall quote it in full:

“Myfriend, whom we will call Miss A, received a visit from an
acquaintance we will call Mrs, B. The mind of Miss A was at the
time absorbed by the details of some striking events which had lately
occurred in her own circle; but she did not mention these events to
Mrs, B, who was not an intimate friend, and was not personally
concerned in them. In the course of conversation. Mrs. B said she
was, on her way to keep an appointment with’a visualizing medium

. Mrs. B took her leave, but in a short time unexpectedly called
a.g'am on her way home, to tell Miss A ‘that her visit to/the medium
this time had been disappointing and useless.-The medium had had
and ‘described a series of visions, but nothing in them was recognized
by Mrs.'B, and neithér’she nor the medium could make any sense
out of the visions. Out of politeness, Miss A enquired their nature,
and was amazed when Mrs. B's recital set forth with considerable
detail the events which had absorbéd her own mind during Mrs. B's
visit before she went on tothe séance. One curious detail was added :
the visions had been ushered into the medium’s plane of vision by
the figure of a Chinaman in°fine apparel. Now, the odd thing was,
that that very morning Miss A had happened t6pass the Chinese Em-
hassy in London, and had seen two gorgeously attired Chinamen
coming down the steps, whose dress had greatly pleased her artistic
sense. These Chinamen, had of course, nothing to do with the other
events over which in those days her mind was brooding.”

12“Experiments on the Paranormal Cognition of Drawings, IV.," by Whately
Carington, Proc. S:P.R., Wol. XLVII (1944), pp. 155-228, Ci. I!'Epl:f:lﬂ-ﬂj' the
section A Theory of Pnrnnnmdl Cognition and Allied Phenomena, We also
Efﬂ' the reader to M. P! Reeves’s' Review of the Carington theory, pp. 95-112,
is issue.
13From the book I'mmorfality : An Essay in Discovery, by B. H. Streeter and

others, The Macmillan Company, New_ York, 1917,
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Shortly after the publication of Miss‘Dougall's essay, Mrs. Sidg-
wick indicated her wish to hear more details of the case. Miss A
(who turned out to be a lady well knowit to Mrs, Sidgwick) there-
upon communicated some further information in correspondence with
Mrs, - Sidgwick One striking incident” eoncerned the, medium's

déscription, of a place of worship in which she saw’ four unusual |
pillars./Miss @ was at the time of the sitting in great grief; becatise

of the death of a close relative. The funeral service of this relative

had taken place in a huilding with a roof supportéd, by huge and,

very ‘unustil pillats, During the service four of these ‘pillars had

been in Miss A’s field 'of vision, and she stated that they had made”
a curiously strong impression on'cher mind. This, of course, was,

quite unknown to her acquaintance, Mrs. B, at the time she took
the sitting.

In good cases of crystal vision and of “traveling clair-
voyance,” the sensitive may also, make contact not only with
the contents of minds directly concernéd with the process

of communication, but also with minds rather remute1y©

linked with those present. An example of crystal vision
illustrating this process is given by Andrew Lang:"

The percipient; Miss /Angus; looked into the crystal ball for a’

gentleman, Mf,N., with whom she ‘was only slightly acquainted. Mr;
N. concentrated upon a“yeung lady, tnknown to Miss Angus, to
whom he had been introduced at a“dance. Miss Angus thereupon
described a room, not a ballroom, in which she saw a young girl
with brown hair drawn back from her forehéad; The girl was either
reading or writing letters under a bright light in’an unshaded glass
glohe. Slie was wearing a highnecked white blouse. The des::nptmn
of the features and coloring of the girl tallied with Mr, N.'s recollee-
tion/ hut he had only seen her once, and then in ball dreéss. Shaftl{y
after, however, Mr. N. met this young lady again,cand she cor

roborated thedetails of the -:r;-,rstal vision. At the moment Miss ﬁmgus.

was scrying, thegirl, attired in a highnecked white blouse, had
writing letters under’ an incandescent gas-lamp with an unshaded
glass globe,

We do not, of course, know all that 1§ involved in such
processes, but we can say that, starting from the associa-
tions in the minds of those presenty it is ppssible for a
sensjtive to imagine himself (or heérself) to beat the place
‘p
4

4Jonrnal SP.R., July, 1918, pp. 209-211.
1753'"#: Making of Religion, by Andrew Lang, 2nd ed., London; 1900, p..95.
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of which someone present is thinking, and thereby make
contact with the minds of persons at that distant point,
seeing things as they are seen by them, even if these latter
persons are not knowh to the sensitive.

But the story-does not stop here, The entranced sensitive,
intent upon acrealistic and complete portrayal of the de-
ceased, may at the:samé time be the wvehicle of precognitive
powers, as in the newspaper dests of Drayton Thomas'® re-
ferred to in the earlier paper. We simply do not know
whether these powers ( which in the newspaper tests purport
to‘be exercised by the deceased) aredin factexeréised by the
deceased, by the sensitive, or by some process of intéraction
between the two. But we do know from an abundance of
evidence that the living sometimes exhibit precognitive
powers;‘and the “law of parsimony,” which requirés that
a complex interpretation be ruled out whenever one making
fewer assumptions is feasible, would perhaps make it more
appropriate to attribute such powers t6 the sensitive until

ssuch a time as survival may be established.

It is likely that along with such précognitive pdwers there
are retrocognitive powers. Myers definesretrocagnition as
Ysupernormally acquired knowledge of the past, extending
back®beyond, the ‘reach of our ordinary memory”” It is
strange that so much’attention has been given to precogni-
tion and.so Tittle toc retroeognition, though indeed sgme
spontaneous -cases which seeni to indicate retrocognition do
exist.' But if ‘retrocognition’ be admitted, a sensitive's
capacity to read off directly the thoughts and feelings of
an earlier period would enormously complicate our problem,
[t is, in fact, very difficult to See how good evidential com-

16Some New Evidence for Human Surtival, by, C. D/ /Thomas, W. Collins
Sons & Co. Ltd.,, Glasgow, 1922,

17 Human Personality and its Swrvival of Bodily Death, by F. W. H. Myers,
Longmans, Green, and Cog, New York and London, 1903. It should perhaps,
however, be pointed oyt that Myers further says, in connection with retro-
cognition, “But we can hardly conceive the Past revived, save in some mind
which has directly ‘observed it"—Vol. II, p. 262.

185ee, for example, Human Pérsonality, Vol. I, pp. 592-593, and the little
hook An Adventure {Macmillan's, 1911), by Miss Moberley a.nd Miss Jourdair.
Here the authors describe how/ on a number of ooccasions in the twentieth
century they seemed to see the Gardens of Versailles as they were in the 1780,
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munications (such as we have from the purparting Myers,
for example) can be properly studied in terms of hypo-
thetical telepathy from Mrs. Verrall'and other living classi-
cal scholars while at the same time neglecting the possibility
that the material is derived retrocognitively from the Myers
mind of the years before his death,

The Argument from Intention /

Now it is perfectly true that this whole argument’ over-%
looks the element of intention, activity, purpose, or down-,

right “invasion” ‘of the sensitive’s consciousness by what
appears to be the integrated surviving personality of the
communicator. Speaking only for myself, this argument
from organized personal activity in“its full purposive char-
acter would seem to be the strongest single argument
offered by the whole range of survival evidence. The diffi- |
culty with the argument, however, if it pretends to be ﬁmﬂ
and convincing rather than merely suggestive, is that th

commiinications cited above from demons, deities, char-.
acters in fiction, and sheer mythological creations, also have.
something of this purposive character. Is it not possible
that the purpose, which is already intense enough on the
part of the sitter, reaches a level of passionate intensity in
the> subtle and sensitive response“of the medium? The
medium is completely devoted to the purpose in hand ( for
normal personal consciousness is gone); the trance per-

sonalities probably believe themselves at the time to be'the -

entities desired, and respond with energy to the demand td’

make themselves known, y

In the case of apparitions, too, we have abundant evidence
of the role of motivation on the part of the percipient.
Tyrrell”” has attempted, very properly, to show a deep-level
interaction between the dynamics of’agent apnd percipient,
and we have agreed as to the legitimacy of this effort. But
the thought and intention of the agent are seldom inferable

VA pparitions: being the seventh Frederic W. H. Myers Hmum} L#rtur.{'/

bzr G.'N. M. Tyrrell, Society for Psychical Research, Londan, 194 |
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with certainty, while those of the percipient are often
crystal-clear. There are, indeed, a number of indications that
apparitions’are cast in the mold of the permprents mind,
and express his /tendencies. In a case cited in the earlier
paper, was it, in fact, the intention of a girl who had died
many years before to reveal herself to her brother with'a
long disagreeable scratch upon her face?*" The incident was
dramatic and served to/give both the mother and the brother
a sense of real contact with the other world, since the mother
had in fact unintentionally made such a scratch’upon her
daughter’s face when preparing the body for burial: Are
we not.dealing either with the mother’s or with the brother's
point of view—with their fears and hopes“—or ‘with some
iteraction of these two, rather than with any'real spon-
taneous:portrayal of herself on the part of the girl? Why
not say in all such cases that the unconscious of the per-
cipient actively searches through past, present, and future
for material appropriate to its needs, and when successful
in making paranormal contact achieves the result in the
form of an evidential hallucination ? ¢

This'is; indeed, an exact parallel to what we have already
suggested regarding mediumship. We ‘have seen that the
deep-level wants of the sensitive, induced in response to the
deep-level wants of thesitter, reach out into relevant psycho-
logical material, bringing it together in organized form, and
presenting itin the formof a purporting communicator. 1s
there a different problem involved, when, instead of a
medium, we have an’ordinary percipient, temporarily en-
dowed with paranormal gifts, who in the same way makes
survival evidence out of the paranormal contacts which he
is capable of achieving?

It should be added that in the case of both apparitions
and mediumistic ¢ommunications the manifestations are
anchored in the lives of the living, and that as living sources
of information disappear, the manifestations dISappear The
manner in which the Myers communications, in their more

DHuman Personality, Vel 11, pp27-30.
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striking form, commenced with Mrs. Holland’s* reading of
Human Personality is paralleled by the waning of the
Myers communications as most 0f the automatists were
removed, one by one, by death. The Myers communications,
as well as the communications from Dr. Verrall, became
much, less impressive after the death of Mrs.. Verrall
There were, 0f course, enough automatists leit to make
some coptintation ‘ef cross correspondences pgssible (in-,
deed,o the retrocognitive. factors suggested above. might,
account for this). Butwhatever it is that creates the need
for contact bétween-the living and the dead appears to fade
as the specific living indiyviduals involved are themselves
removed from the scene. From this point of view, the
sources of evidential material in the minds of the living are
removed. It may, of course, be argued that this is because
the deceaSed have passed on to some other ‘plane from which
they cafmot or do not wish to reach back. But the point 1s
very difficult to isist upon in view of the fact that among,
the very best of mediumistic controls, a fair number date
their earthly ‘existence back to periods many decades, re-"
moved from our own. Mrs. Leéonard’s Feda, for example;
is purported to have diéd in Tndia a century ago.

It must be granted, despite all, that/weight should be
assigned to instances in‘which/the éurviving. personality
appears to exert its will, appears to“invade-the experience
of-the living, surprises them, forces.them to recognize it.
The only way to deal with this issue fairly is toask whether
we know the limitations imposed upon the desires of the
living to’make contact with their deceased loved’ ones, andj
at the same time to ask what we know regarding the:con~
scious or unconscious wishes of those who say that an
apparition which they ‘experienced was unexpected or un-
wanted. To refer to still another case quoted in the earlier
paper, is it accidental that the son who paranosmally learned
of'his father’s latest will was the bengficiary of this will ?*

21"On the ‘Automatic Writing of Mrs. Holland" by“Alice Johnson," Proe.
5.P.R., Vol. XXI (1907-1909), pp. 166-391, . T ‘A
mﬁzhf “Chaffin Will Case.” Proc. S.P.R., Vol. XXXVI (1926-1928),-pp.
" /- -
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And we are surely in no position today to say naively that
all wishes stand at the surface of the mind; 4o be easily

caught anddescribed.

We do know, moreover, that when ordinary (non-evi-
dential) hallucinations or fantasies of distant loved ones
are experienced, these loved ones are cast into an active role.
They are not merely seens they may“speak and reach out.
I'hose who experience sach non-evidential hallucinations are
able, by virtue of their neéd, to assign apparent initiative
to the images or hallucinations which“appear; in the same
way the living percipient may supply ‘the actizity and initia-
tive of évidential apparitions.

This' is probably not an altogether fair answer toothe
argument from purpose. For apparitions (and mediumistic
utterances . oftén/come unexpectedly rather than as pre-
dictable responses to the thoughts of the living. But before
we reach a conclusion regarding the strength of the evidence
from apparitions, we should remember that'there exist two
classes of apparitions which make it yery diffictilt to main-
tain that the apparition must be a ‘“‘representation’- of a
deceased personality: First, there are apparitions of the
percipient’s own self, experienced while wide awake and in
good light. The percipient sees himself as an external entity,
exactly as he would, see another person. He is still-in his
own body; the world of space about him is unaltered: but
there, some feet from himi;is his‘double. If the apparition
is in a sense a portrayal 6f personality, and if the percipient
1s Jumself a personality,can ‘this double be regarded as
another personality? Apparitions of  the self seem to sug-
gest complex hallucinatory procésses arising from uncon-
scious needs, and from very special -cerebral and optical
conditions, all favorably realized at one mément.-Especially
interesting here is the celebrated instance of Goethe's seeing
himself as he proved to'be vears later.” Goethe wrote in his
Dichtung und Wahrheit as follows:

B Dvoted W. F."Prince Gn his volume, “Noted Witnesses Psychi
(dccurrences, ton Society for Psychic Rtsr:':.rch. 1928 p. 136. Iy Fegee
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1 now rode on horseback over the ‘footpath to Drusenheim, when
one of the strangest experiences befell me/ Not with the eyes of the
body, but with those of the spirit, I saw 'myself,on horseback coming
toward me on the same path dressed in a suit such as I had never
worn, pale gray with some gold. ‘As soon as 1 had shaken myself out
of this reverie the form vanished. It is strange, however, that-[ found
myself retirning on the same path eight years afterwards to wisit
Fredericka once more and that 1 then wore the suit I had dreamt of,
and this was not by design but by chance.

2 "]

Secandly, there are instances in which the apparition' is,
that of an animal, thé entire experience being similaroto
those which we inclitde among phantasms of the dead. A™
typical case was ineluded by W F. Prince in Human Ex-
periences.” A woman lying ill in the hospital saw her dog
come up to her bed, and felt his ‘wet nose thrust into the
palm of her hand. She particularly noticed that he was drip-
ping with water. She also heard him whine before he dis-
appeared. Believing that the dog had been brought to the
hospital by a’frienid, she called an orderly to come and take:
charge of him. Ne dog, of course, was to be found any-
where in her room, Later her-husband told her that thedog
had been drowned at about the same hour sixteen miles®
away from the hospital.

It is, of course, entirely possible that something in animal
nature survives bodily death’ indéed, that the éntire canine
personality survives and projectsoitself upon the screen of
our world. But it should at least be noted that our willing-
ness to consider the possibility of human Survival is rooted .
largely in our conception of the richness of the intellectual)
powers, and of the moral, social, and esthetic gifts of man-_
kind, or, on the-other hand, in our belief in a spiritual
principle or a soul; and that neither basis for a belief in &
animal survival rings true. It is true‘that we love our pets
and ani them to survive, and that animal apparitions are
for the most part those of animals close to man. But this
argument, if it has any cogency at all, suggests that it is the
deep, wish’ of man rather than something in the animal

24Bulletin B.S.P.R., September, 1931, p. 120,
/
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personality as such that gives rise to the apparitions. Psychic
experiences of ovarious sorts exist in fair number only in
the case of ‘those -animals with whom individual human
beings have an emotional tie: namely, dogs, cats, and horses.

So, while the case from intention, whether in apparitions
or in mediumistic commurieations, remains strong, we must
admit that we know verylittle about the limits of what may
be achieved in the way ofa portrayalof the/deceased through
the strong motivation of the percipient (or special sensi-
tive); expressing itself in a combination of histrionic and
of paranormal capacities.

Inconsistencies in the Case for Survival

Up to this point we have simply raised questions/regard-
ing the evidence., We have sketched some of the reasons
why the evidence cannot today be viewed as adequate and
complete. There is, howéver, another approach. We must
ask whether the evidence, aside from its incompleteness,
hangs together in such a way as to miake a’reasonable or
consistent whole. We are concerned in this section not with
the strength of the evidence, but with its logical'coherence.

First among the questions which should be asked is the
question wheéther the personalities which appear ian the
form:of phantasms or‘ecommunicators actually think, talk,
behave in harmony with the known traits of the personali-
ties which they purpert to représent. This point comes out
with great force when’ one turns to the communicators
through mediums. Many of those appearing through a good
sensitive—even those bringing good evidence of their sur-
vival—seem to be cast in the same general mold; they are
often too much alike, and think and talk too much like the
medium, to convince the general obsérver of their au-
tonomy.*” There is not only the expected juvenility, not to
say infantilism, ©f the child guides, and of the American

£

Z5Whately Carington has directed much effort to show by experiment the
of similarity between the /different communicators through a single
sensitive. But the whole question of the degree of ind ence of communicators
and controls is still highly obscure, (Set/Proe. SP.R., Vols. XLII, pp. 173ff,
XLIII, pp. 3196f, XLIV, pp. 189§, and XLV, pp. 223f.)
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Indian and other primitive controls who impart to many
sittings a certain lightheadedness shared by other com-
municators; there is a love of vague philosophizing of the
uplift type, even when there is‘the avowed intention to stick
to-business. This lack of soliditycis not, confined to the
sittings' of /the third-class sensitive. “There can‘be two
opiniions ‘d@bout ‘the question whether the communicating
Myers invthe cross correspondences is actually at the mtel-
lectual level of the Myers awho wrote Human Personality;
but there can be no two Opinions about the question whether
the Hodgson control throughvMrs. Piper is at the intellectual
level of Richard Hodgson as known to his research asso-
ciates. We have already seen, in the case of “Bessie Beals”
referred to above, the pitiful evasions put forward by the
Hodgson personality when he is told -that Bessie DBeals
never existed; And William James,” after studying sixty-

nine sittings in which Hodgson professed to appear, re- ©

ports similar“vacuities and vacillations on the part of thé

Hodgsen personality, This moral flabbiness, this willingness

to have things both ways—to make statements and then
wriggle out of ‘them==creates for the sitter a certain fetid
atmosphere in which serious thinking: is difficult. Tt does
not do any good to say, that there is of necessity some
“confusion” in such messages, or'to say that the mind of
the sensitive “colors” the material coming “through. The
trouble goes deeper. The dissociated mind 18 likely to be an

irresponsible mind-—nearly as much so in the case‘of a

oreat Sensitive as in the case of the ordinary ouija~board

wrifér or automatist with pencil or planchette. And it"is

only the dissociated mental processes with which we directly
deal: what lies behind is a matter of inference, in which
one man will differ from another.

It was just this sort of thing which led°Mrs. Sidgwick®
¢

26'Roport on Mrs. Piper’s Hodgson-Control,” by Professor William James,
Proc. S.PR., Vol. XXIII (1909), pp. 2-121.

A Contribotion to the Study of the Psychology of Mrs. Piper's Trance
Phenomena,” Proc./S.P.R., Vol. XXVIII (1915). Ci¥especially, pp. 5-7. And
see also MrsO Sidgwick’s earlier paper, “Discussion of the Tranceo Phenofrena
of ‘97'[!"5. Piper,” Proc. S.P.R., Vol. XV (1900-1901), pp. 16-38:
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to the view that while in Mrs. Pipér’s trance the deceased
perhaps influence the sensitive telepathicaily, the controls
and communicators themselves constitute simiply a series of
secondary ‘personalities. This would mean that we are not
communicating directly with the deceased, and that the
trance personalities simply draw upon the minds of the
deceased (or are perhapsactually impressed by their minds ).
Hl.lt if we resort to indirection of this Sort, reasonable as
this may be, we need be much’less apologetic about the
indirection assumed by the various hypotheses regarding
telepathy from distant living persons,

Still another type of difficulty appears in the “Ear of
Dionysius™ ease—a discrepancy between personal traits as
known and personal traits actually exhibited in the process
of communicating. It will be recalled that the purpose’ of
this splendid case was to transmit to the unsuspecting sitter
a cnmp!etel}r worked out unitary message which could not

/ be attributed to any form of telepathy among the living,
nor to any other normal source. The link which connected
the one eye” with the “one ear” could be”found only in
rather obscure works on the Greek ‘pocts.But, ifv-point of
fact, when the first fragments of the message had ‘been
given,cthe whole case was dropped for over 4 year. ‘Within
sucha span of time the' reading of the sitter (Mrs. Verrall),
and that cof the otheér classicists in the group, could’ of
course not be foreseéen and controlled, and any purpose such
as was originally ‘avowed was certain to be Jeopardized. It
s fortunately true that there is no’evidence that the classi-
cists did read during this interval‘any material which would
serve as a basis for the later messageés. The point we are
making is quite different; it is to the effect'that while many
things in the messages are characteristic,of Verrall and
Butcher, it is not dn the least characteristic of inteligent
communicators, carrying out a plan, to make a preliminary
approach, and then te drop the whole thing and turn to

28"The Ear of Didnysius: Further Scripts “affording Evidence of P
. FII th Rl I'_It H Gfr‘] +4, A L El;sﬂﬂﬂ!
wﬂﬂlﬁ-mmi’wﬁg;’.ﬁgﬁ, on. d W.Balfour, Proc, S.P.R., Vol. XXIX
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other matters until new conditions are likely to endanger
the whole test. And it does not ‘get us fa;' to say that time
for the deceased may be different from what it is for us,
for they have ostensibly adapted themselyes, in order to
give evidence, to our time and to our conditions, The more
honest thing would be to say that the episode shows some
of that dreaminess, vagueness—lack of/ tight; orderly,

disciplined thinking==-which characterizes automatism or/
dissociated processes generally. Thus not only do the con=,,

tents of the communications frequently suggest a sourcedn

the minds of the living; but the very character traits of the ©

communicators are sometimes unlike those which we should
expect. This is not to deny that such cases as the “Ear of
Dionysius” remain profoundly impressive as survival evi-
dence, even in the midst of quandary as to the psychological
contradictions involved.

~», What Survives? “

Suppose ‘we should “agree that none of the objections
raised cancremove the cogency of the survival evidenceyor

seriously disturb the, form /n which it is presented; the

question would still remain whether/the thing within us
which survives is in facta pérsonality in the sense in which

L # / & o
we ordinarily use the term. \We briefly touched upon this
question when discussing the cultaral determination-of per-
sonality traits; here we face it more directly in terms of

the datacof psychical research. Quite aside from the ques-“
tion of immortality (which cannot even be broached as a-

problem for present-day science, since very short spans of
existence beyond bodily death are all that we can study),

any demonstration ‘of the survival of personality would”

have to show that all the essentials are in fact capable of
enduring and remaining together. A, memory, by itself, is
not a personality, nor is a feeling, nor an act'ef will, how-
ever’poignant and intense such experiences may ‘be. Even
if the cross correspondences and the proxy. caseés be taken

as making very probable the continuation beyond death of -

certain, elements of individuality, it is possible that, theseg
£
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like iron filings around a magnet, are brought into function
by virtue of the needs of the living, these memories or pur-
poses having a non-spatial and non-temporal existence.
Here again, the doctrine suggested as an hypothesis is close
to that of-Carington (see reference 12), but it is closer still
to a doctrine suggested by, H. ‘H. Price, as stated in his
Presidential Address to the (Society for Psychical Re-
search.” Hauntings, he suggests, might arise from frag-
mentary psychological processes transcénding ‘the operation
of the percipient’s mind, but associated withy his perception
of “particular buildings or places. Tn the ‘same way, “it  is
quite possible that the classical memories associated” with
Myers or Verrall come naturally into place When a’'Myers-
likeor Verrall-like personality is induced in the trance
conscionsness,

[t might bé better to state all this in terms of some such
analogy as the following: Every physical activity makes an

impression upon the matrix or field in which it occurs. For

a-time after a stone is dropped into théawater, the orderly
commotion of concentric spreading rings can be seen, and
after, an electric current is passed through a wire, the in-
duced current set up around the wire takes the form ©f atn
electromagnetic wave propagated in all directions. . It is
quité possible that the processes of the brain initiate changes
in some sort o matrix of which we have no direct krbwl-
edge, and thatthese changes survive in the matrix for some
time, regardless of the continuation or discontinuation of
the original physiological activity. Contact with these modi-
fications of the matrix would constitute survival evidence
in the strict sense, but might at the same time leave us
completely noncommittal as to whether the entity that sur-
vives is really a whole personality, and of cotirse as to the
length of time during which such survival might continue.

Summary
We have tried to show that it is difficult to envisage, in

#"Haunting and the ‘Psychic Ether’ Hypothesis; with some Preliminary
Reflections on the Present Condition and Possible |Future of Psychical Re-
search,” by H. H. Price, Proc/ S,P.R; Vol. XLV (1938-1939), pp. 307-343.
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the light of biology, any way in which personality could
function without a living organism, In particular, we have
tried to show that in terms of evolution’ and individual
development, personality develops step by, step with the
development of the nervous system. If the ‘case of the
adult, 'normal, personality is an aspect of normal bodily
make-up, abnormal or defective personality.an aspect ‘of
abnormal/or defective bodily processes. Human ‘personality
is not simplyca “stream of consciousness™: it is also an
action pattern, and both consciousness and action are seated
in the psychophysical imity of the organism, the chief inte-
grating center being”the brain.

We expressed the suspicion that the expectations of the
living may throw paranormal phenomena into the form of
survival evidence, just as in othér eras cultural demands
threw the phénomena into the form of communications from
demons or’ether non-human spirits. In line with this mter-,

pretation, we have stressed the histrionic skill of the dis-

sociated or trance states through which an adequate repre-

sentation of known perSonalities is achieved. If it be asked-S

whether the richo survival evidences already existing, such
as those briefly cited in the earlier paper, do not show the
insufficiency of such intérpretations, the reply is that extra-
ordinary paranormal powers are actually the gift-of certain
sensitives, It is by no means an hypothesis—rather it is a
dehnitely demonstrated actuality—that/the trance mmtmuqq
ness mayv sweep about like an intelligently directed search-

light, directing itself to items needed to completé’an adequate o

simulation of  the deceased. Tt was, moreover, suggested
that retrocognitive contact with personalities now deceaSEd
may well be among the powers exercised.

From this point, the argument turned to the constantly
stressed question whether there is nét in the communica-
tions. or in the apparitions, abundant evidence of spon-
taneity -and initiative. Tt often appears that the deceased
demand to make contact with the living, Granting the fuIL
foree of ‘this argument, as it appears, for’example, in the
Chaffin/Will Case (reference 22), the counter-question has

72 /"
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been raised : Cannot the great need and the highly developed
skill of the living create just such images and just such
communications as are required? A complex and creative
dream does neither ‘much better nor much worse than a
good communicationyin creating for those who experience
it the sense 6f real contact with-another world. The uncon-
scious and unknawn powers of the living are so vast and
so deep that it would appear to be a matter of ordinary
scientific caution to attribute, as far as we may, to these
unknown powers of the living the rich panoply of capacities
which are often conceived to be the expressions of sur-
viving selves,

Passing on to the question of the internal consistency of
the-survival evidence, the question was raised whether there
1s not at times too much evasion and slipperiness to make
it easy to believe that great men and great scholars are
in fact involved in the production of the communications.
It was urged that the current clichésCabout “confusion”
attending the process of communication do'not get to the
heart of the difficulty. ¢

Once’ again, for emphasis, let 4t _be“stressed. that our
concern in this paper is with that critical spirit in the light
of which better ‘evidence, more adequate Seientific work,
must, be ‘done. The questions which are raised here are by
no means definitive. A negative case of this sort has its
own inherent weaknesses. and inadequacies.

When I ask myself whether I personally accept these
objections, and repudiate the evidence for survival, I find
myself answering that it is, improbable that the issue has
been correctly stated at all. T.think .it probable that five
hundred years hence the arguments both pro and con will
sound childish and superficial, if indeed thev sound relevant
to the problem atall. Similarly, in dealing with the domain
of normal, “everyday” psychology, altogether apart from
psychical research, the temptation i1s to reach premature
conclusions before questions have been rightly stated, just
as it has at times -happened in all the sciences. In Newton's
time, men argued whether light was matter or form; Newton
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threw his weight in favor of the interpretation in ‘terms
of matter. From about 1800 to a few years ago, this “cor-
puscular’” theory was discredited, and the emphasis on form
(wave-theory ) prevailed. We know today that both notions
were inadequate; light is matter and form—both and
neither—for the question was-not rightly stated.-In the

same way, it is likely that we neither survive nor (to coin’®

a_term) ‘‘non-survive,” or - that we do both or neither,
depending upon what aspect of personality is involved, and
upon the definition of survival. We simply have'no frame
of reference for a proper formulation of thequestion.
Often a more appropriate attitude in science than belief

or disbelief is to say: “It would be sheer chicanery to pre-
tend that I have a right toan opinion.” This is a point of

view which may. properly have a strong claim upon our”

allegiance in psychical research. We may well respect those
who, like Drayton Thomas, have reached an honést con-
clusion in favor of full survival of personality after death,

or those who, like Professor Dodds, wholeheartedly reject

the hypothesis. But another’ position. which is fully as
defensible at the present time is’that of saying that the
case rests upon dead center, waiting for evidence so good,
or objections so-.sound, as to warrant forming a judgment.
Upon one who sees the issue in this way rests the obliga-
tion to state as well as he can in what way the problem of
survival should be defined, what types of survival evidence
would in-fact be completely ‘adequate, and what types of
objections would really be final. An attempt to fulfill this
obligation will be made in these pages at a later time.
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