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The Importance of Spontaneous Cases’
GARDNER MURPHY

f&

*,] am_going“to talk to you this’evening about a problem in which
every man, and weman, if interested, can take part. Perhaps this
branch of psychical research can meet the démocraticideal of par-
ticipation by all, eéach‘in terms of his or her interest and capacity to
find time and a way of 'working in the investigation:s \We are concern-
ing oursclves this evening,”Professor Hart and 1, with.the problem
of spontaneous cases—cases which belong to our field of “psythical
researchobut’ do not call for the special equipment of a laboratory:

1 :
Classes of-Spontancous Cases

Now, what do we inclitde tmder the term “spontarieous cases "1
¢6uld fiot possibly cover éxarmples of the entire area, but T.amgoing
10 odevote myself primarily to the following groups of experiences,
[First, spontaneous telepathy, the exchange ofideas or feelings between
persons, ofzas we shall see, between animals and persons, under
conditions which, patently belong to anothér-realm of discourse from
that of the use of the sense organs. In the second place, precognition,
the capacity to make contacts'with-gvents which have not yet occurred.

]Th!‘:E paper was read by Drs Murphy at aoMeeting of the Society héld onm
¢ Januwary 22, 1953.
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Third: ap;_:-aritinns. in the broad sense in which Mr, Tyrrell used
term in his extensive and brilliant analysis of apparitions ten year
ago?: to include both crisis experiences, {6 example, impression
of a person at the time of his death atca distant, point;and the perennia
orrecurrent apparitions to which-we may apply’the tefm, “haunting
or "g{ms;" or “revenant” and many other appellationis, And then w
shalt/include; also briefly, the physical phenomena“which Gecur p
tanen_:nsly, such as the cases of unexplained raps, lights, moveéme '
of objects. To be conerete, we shall cite examples which would givi

the general character of “each of the spontaneous phenomena’ with
which we are concerned, %

[ will quote, as‘an illustration of telepathy, Rider Haggard’
account of a verystrange nightmare of his in which he felt oppresset
as il he were being forced down'by an’ unbearable pressure, awakening
with the horror of it still’ present, The body of his daughter's dog
was found a little later. Apparently, hé had been shaken or knocked
off a railroad trestle into the river ‘below. Apparently, the death of
t!'u: dog, preceded probably by a struggle, had been close enough in
time to Suggest that the dying animal had somehow registered on t S
sleeping mind of Ma, Haggard 3 ol

s anillustration of precognition, one might cite a very curious
British account of collective impressions in which a group of peaple
all observed©a horse.drawn vehicle, the individual horse heing very
clearly scen, and the oceuparts of the carriage recognized so t t
they “:eruf about to hg. greeted. Actually, they were not there. A woman
came in from outside who had seen the wholé cequi r and
was frightened because the;,-hlmdn’t spaken to hﬂl‘jmpagf: B

Then, actually, a half-hour later) all of this Swas fulfilled.? Ap-
parently, the first impression had been‘erystallized 4 <hali-hour or
st before t!w actual appearance of the visitors; there had heenCa
joint/experience referring to what occurred a half=hour later. Th this.
casey as 1 many of our cases of precognition, there is'the pﬂﬂsibili:{
that telepathy may have been a more basic explanation, and a, possi-
bility that télepathy-and precognition may be combined. 9

In gen_era]. the precogritive dream has come in for a special amoun
of attention among us, since a pretty large, number, at least of the
good precognitive cases, are dreams which hid been recorded or
recrfunteﬂ so that they make better evidence 'when the final facts are
available. But T would also mention as precognitive’ “Dr. Walter

2 ] (] rLE L] - -
Y G ﬁrl;il Pyrrell, “Apparitions,” Seventh Myers Memborial Lechire, S.PR,,

:{Hrl:dv., . :53_; also F’mc,_ S PR, Vol. XXXIII, 1923, pp. 2192231,
Ihid., pp./45-46" also F'&dufq.rm.r of the Living, Vol. 11, pp./97-99.
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franklin Prince’s case, which I personally find’ particularly striking,
of the woman hie had been studying and who had some sort of Pncuhar
second sight. She sketched a drawing of a woman’s figure wttl'! InnE
hair and with Blood pouring down her face and the letters, “K. B.
and the words, *‘struck down:” “K. B.,” some weeks later, well known
to Dr. Prifice, was, actually struck down and gashed in the face.’
The whole thing, anchored upon a flashing impression of an auto-
mobile which was not fully enough recorded at the time, suggests,
however, a precognition of a’ serious accident, from an automobile,
thie, point/ of the recognition of the
type; of injury and where it was‘on the<body.

As an illustration of an apparition;, 1 can hardly do ‘better than

refer to the long recurrent haunting of = British_homie in which at

least six‘different individuals, most of them members of *the‘ house-
told, and some of them neighbors, over a period ‘of seven_ years, saw

a female figure come and go, frequently remaining in clear sight a

long tinme® The young woman, a student of m:dicinc,_x_vhu giues us
the report, made a pretty scientific study of this apparition, followed
t over and over again, tried to corner it until the figure, when un:ahl:
to escape, would disappear. So hard-headed was she that she decided
to test the materiality of the phantasm by inserting the ends of fine

"/strings into small pellets of marine glue and attaching one pellet to

the wall and the other to the banister, the strings being thus stretched
aeross fhe stairs. Under these conditions she, saw the figure pass
through  the strings, leaving them intact. So far is this from the
steréotyped idea of an extravagant fantasy which a frightened or dis-
tarbed mind mHay produce that we have a calm and objective study
of this apparition, almost a member of the household for a’ period
nf years. _

Then, as an illustration ‘of physical phenomena, still spontaneous
rather than expefimental; ] would mention the extraordinary case
which 1 hope many of you haye read, réported by Mrs. Hale, of
Montreal? This is one of the people fiot afraid to have her name
known (it is always better s0). Dr. Schwartz talked w:}h Mrs.
Hale: I talked with her last summer. This is an experience in which
+ certain clock had been especially associated with her son. The clock
itself would be a symbol, he said, when he left to join the Royal
Canadian Air Force. So long as he was alive she felt the clock would

go on running.

5 Gardner Murphy; “An ;P.ppréach to Precognition,” Jourxar A.S.P.R., Vol

XLII, 1948, p/5. .
6 Miss R, C. Morton, “Record/of a Haunted House,” Proc. S.P.R., Vol
VIII, 1892, pp. 311-332. o e _ R
7 Fmanuel K. Schwaftz, “The. Study of Spontaneous Psi Experiences,

JournaL A.S.P.R, Vol. XLIH, 1949, pp. 128:130.
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When a cable was received i

Wi announcing that th

T{u:}srpg. and the terror of death br:gangtg face Ettf: ufl;iﬁrlnmﬂ-
e's eyes fell on her son's clock and she cried, “If W w}:rc -

living I kmow his clock wo :
2, uld stop " “Upon thi "
whirring noise and stopped. *e w this the/clock made a bi

The case is a particularly good one in
} the sense that it i '
Lerﬂn‘::e;: :2:‘;1 ht.:ii I'I-T:.:l i:]ﬂjl.:.ul;usbaqd also ‘verifies thu“fi:z:?:f o1
you have read our ] NAL in recent years, the ' beer
3::1::; :?:E’H"’E]v;]“g timepieces similarly relafed to mﬂrep:‘j:;:em HI
e ar![ the prczhiem of continuity beyond the death crisis
e ties g;;l:l y, i ‘we are mterested'in spontaneous cases, we find ﬂi\‘.
) tr!:g l':r]‘::f almost every, E}rﬂhlem of psychical research. \
e mpa y. We find precognition, We find the recurrent a pez
nnected with catastrophe or with death and some cases 1ﬂrhi h

at least on their face, s . |
» Suggest a co i : ..
the same way after death as befDr:nnmt}’ of personality acting in

-
L

I1

»» Why More Cases? .

Now hi i .
mm::]r{ a;n ;hls point, a Enmi»man}r people are going to ask very
sl hit X r?:ﬁrally: But haven't you been telling us fora I'::r.lil:iF

- ?E cally ought ‘to/ try to, get experimental control g
phenomena ? Isn't it desirable to find out/the exact conditions L'IJI‘II:I'I.'.I"?

which something ha ! :
spontaneous casgs ?.Ppt“ﬂs ﬂpd not just gather in more and more

Yes., And I would invite 1
; ‘ you ‘specially  to consider th
which we have to make here between ‘our science and ccrfai?lniitcl:g

acied, 5 , :
;t;celst E%Chnhmﬂ to deal with both spontaneous and experimental
bnth,. Think}; 0 means only psychical research ‘that has to deal with'
o eiogie 6 {}1; a [T:mme of the situation in geology, What would,
58 gmg'l e e if he had no laboratory ? If the study of mineralogy
out in t{ie ]ab:mﬂt's?;ﬂlifpf;ﬁﬂfﬂ (I;i e fﬁﬁieé’?
: _ ¢ if these problems could not be roached.
uﬁﬂe:giila:;p:fh?::ta:l ;le:l:hmques, whe‘re‘wuutd geology IZ::P?'P On l:ib
em:e;? 5 would geology be if it did.not have spontaneous
ﬂﬂ‘-":‘.erﬂl Irth o e ;arthquakes. You don't/have experimental control
u}mﬁmﬂnq Mdes._ ut what you do is to have your very delicate
e ki iy niques ready. And when the spontaneous oceurrence
o R , you have a carefully made; systematic study of the
Mg; e h:rent ht:ndsgtﬁit;zcics :;,Jt different points in the earth, very much -
: , nt observers of an appariti ording -
it appeared to ecach of them at a different puplrl:n}ll"ﬂt rifﬂtf lﬁgf };f::Ti‘V

/ >
Or
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outtempt to construct a rational interprétation of a phenomenon by
heing ready when the phenomenon occurs. The same is true, of course,
i the sciencé/of astronomy, in which you don’t have experimental
control. But you dohavea careful and well-organized way of studying
the spontaneous events like, let us say, the sudden appearance of a
wew star in the heavens, which we don't today regard as a portent of
disaster, but which we see in the light of the systematic knowledge
of astronomical science.

I believe, therefore, that/our job in psychical research consists in
fiaving a plan with reference 10 the gathering of spontaneous cases—a
systematic, careful interpretation, the best'we can think out—and then
testing our hypothesis against fresh facts. There have been quite a

O umbefoof serious interpretations, in fact 1 would say, several bril-

liant. /systematic interpretations of spontaneous phenomena.”1 shall
talk to you about three of them this evening. And’these are always
useful, partly in guiding us toward the better observation of new
spontaneous cases, S0 that as we have a new precognitive dream or
see an apparition or even have a trivial telepathic experience, we sec
how it fits in. We build ‘these phenomena into rational orders and
classes the way you classify animals or birds or plants into natural
groups, and then if a strange bird appears that doesn't fit your classi-
ficition, you learn something. It forces you to/a new category, a new
way of thinking. Or, if you have a theory, you can always check up
ta see whether it fits the facts. You have'a theory about the migration
of sbird$/Sand’ il your song sparrows don't° come’ back in the third
week in February, you begin to ask yourself: “What iz it about the
bifds or the season?” And you revise your ideas about the migration
of birdsuntil you find a way that fits the facts. So it isn’t._ever quite
sound to say;that/we have too-many cases or to say: ‘Let’s simply
get down to the clas<ification of what we already have."”

The two things go hand in hand: the’ systematic interpretation of
the cases we already havealways calls‘also for the gathering of new
cases which throw new light on, the nature of these phenomena.

I might give you an illustration of the extraordinary richness of the
material if 1 quote a couple of cases that show how far we are from
nderstanding these phenomena in the light of the cliché that I
mentioned a minute ago. Through the various collections of cases in
the past—among them the two great British collections, Phantasms
of the Living® and the “Census of Hallucinations™ ;¥ Dr. Richet’s

8 E. Gurney, FooW. H! Myers) and E. Podmore, Phantasms of the Living,
2 Vols., Tritbner & Co,, London, 1886,

9 “Report on the Census of Hallucinations,” Proc. S P.R. Vol X, 18%,
np. 25-422.
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collection'? and some others in France ;/ Dr. Walter Franklin Prince
collection;'! and the collection M#¥s;, Dale<has made here at h
American Society'?—we have developed #/certaifi idea about telepath
as involving the emergence of a’conscious idea) perhaps as the repre
sentative of the conscious idea of some other person,

All right, take the following case now, and’ see if this_fits.” The
father'of a young man in the service awakes early ore morning, H
is unusually orestless and spends an hour walking ‘the floof., Then’ he
sets) his son’s watch by 'the clock but not quite accurdtely, He had
been carrying the watch but never kept it running. He sets it'at 8:12

Why? No special reason. He ‘is depressed and worried but ol
aware of what heé is, worrying about. e sets the watch at 8:17.

motions are somewhat mecHanical—just something to do. He doesn't

see his son crashing in flames. He doesn't hea
“The end has come.”

Not at all. What he does is to register 8:17. And then the fate 1l
message comes through. And it turns out that/8:17 by his time is
correct, with allowance of the hour’s difference for the region in which
his son died—exac:ﬂ}; an hour's difference between the death which
was at 8:17 and' the 8:17 recorded in his own zone 13 1

What we have then‘here is a motor impulse combined with a vaguel
idea. Is this‘telepathy ? Well, if this is telepathy, then the term covers
an extraordinary’/range“of phenomena. That is to say, we hegin to
get the idea that intéractions between human beings are enormously
richer and more complicdted than those which are represented by
my thinking of an orange and‘then calling up/on the 'phone and you.
say ‘the idea you thought of was an orange. /At this kind of conscious
level, one might say that what we call naive telepathy“is_only one of
the many phenomena which it is our business /to study, and the deeper
imiplications, of which are to be investigated. '

I just got a letter from a correspondent in Oklahoma City, a’
woman svhom I met when I was lecturing at the Universityoof Okla- y
homa more than @ year ago (and T just had time to get permission
from her to present her experience). I thought it would give vou an’
idea of the kind of thing that pours in all the time. Most of the cases

come to Mrs. Dale, In this particular-instance, it-came to me hecause
I had met this woman at the time T lectured ‘there.

r any words saying

I‘?é[; Charles Richet, L'Awvenir ot lo Prémanition. Editions Maontaigne;. Paris,

1 W.F, Prince, “Human Experiences.” Bulletin X1V, Baston S.P.R,, 1931,
12L, A. Dale, "A Series of Spontaneous Cases in the Tradition of Phant ‘

agms
of Ifs.‘li' Living,” JTournatc A S.P.R., Vol. XLV, 195], pp. 85-101.

A, Dale, “Spontaneous, Experiences Reported by a Grodp of Experi- <
mental Subjects)” Jovrwar AS.P.R., Vol. XL, 1946, pp. 35-63. |

£
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“I dreamed I was looking in the ‘show window ubfe a EEDH‘T
saw the display of artists’ supphgs wqh easel, tu s!mﬂ ﬁe&
and other itﬂﬂﬂl& The lumﬂnfﬂihgﬁmﬁ;gﬁsﬂﬁmﬁm o

1 h:E'EIl UsEel. ]
Tﬂ:jl;m&ﬂ :Hhtniwse ifems actually belonged to me and had been

sent to/me as/a gift fID:IIl‘l mli daughter. [ resented the merchant’s
ing used them for display. *
hai?ﬁl: dreany took place on Siumday morning. ]'i‘had agﬂla;gﬂmd
‘o a certain, movie that afternoon. But when oot
ik I changed my mind and 1 went 1o another movie, e cidtn;:
ﬁm‘f:imsrfcan in Paris. Midway in the picture was a::ur;iﬂ et
: “which a wealthy woman gives to a young grhst;: ik e
:1]1 the supplies for his work. He'is torn hctwe;':l e Hat
the gift and the sense of obligation. As he tuf at e, S
thete is a close-up of the easel with theﬂmtuhesdm Fw&s tc., Wb
the white paint tube open and, in fact, the p

dqu;ﬂg tifa.}'m ve hours earlier. . x
1mﬂ"I'I'm:n asgﬂuple of weeks ago, while 1 was .sltunt_g at :: ﬁﬁ -.:;
looking at‘a newsreel, a sharp odor of the kind r:l nlslfrgraduate
T hinlugf lalzt:;"n llﬂgu;zh;gt {'t:uatfnfli‘nr it. Following

Snes ‘
:ﬁ:‘:eﬁs?e&,c?;::ﬁaﬁ a short in technicolor. It started as a gay
vacation experience in Califorma wa}tnts, s
was actually an exploration cruise 10T I?li Ry o e
California Institute of Oceanography. En _ i-stuﬂjr o
1 /were views of the cruising party COmg ok fuh
p:ctum;e :m waters, and soon a view of ‘ene mmﬁ:fdc;?m hi::%t z
Etﬂ: containing a Jspﬁ:imtn and grimacing as si;}: e
her nose’ and ifidicated the unpleasantness Of % oget: 98
tufie :-,he odor was perteived fifteen minutes earlier, a

1S SC i it came.”
tinued-until this scene, when it suddenly left as /

Now, of couts the iy thing thet you do o 10 0 1€ er
cﬂrrl:ibﬂmt::ﬁu: Igﬁgczaﬂr:;:ﬁwr: hzwz followed for some years a_
PCT‘P . t?sa ing: “Anything that Jlooks like a pnmnﬂm}al mmgmn;an
Nan | :erEs{s us and we will deal)with’these matcnnris un :r sl
o rl:l heads: the best authenticated ﬂ'identfal material, alrjl om“
gﬂﬂ:s which ;m: not evidentially of the highest order ::5" )
E::;l:rthticss throw some light on the psychology of mel Ernc ;num

Would you count these as cases of tn_ele;mth]r? m\‘;’:umay?; e
them as cases of precognition? Well, if you fo bl
category, 1 would probably call-them premg?:ﬂve.
time I would say: “This isn't telling us much. SpPR

What we are doing here/is to 'take a lfttle ta.g:n;:n B e
impression of the evil odor which comes without any log1 _

/
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at the time. This is a tag, so to speak, like a little symbol that appea
in our half-waking or our dream éxperience, and later on we ma

be able to understand this. We ‘may see through the symbol, as i
the interpretation by Joseph of Pharaoh’s dream. "We may be abl
only to “half-guess” it, but very often it is only by the systemati
gathering of such cases that we begin to understand the extraordinan
richness of the symbolic apparatus, on which, very largely, we an
dependent ‘when @ thing as complex and difficult as telepathic’com

munication is' involved. »

[ would guess, then, that the collection of these cases i whichow
have symbolic reference to the future may be very instructive in help:
ing us to understand our relation to time and place even when the
cases do not belong in the category of fully authenticated experiences

If one still asks, “Why are new spontaneous cases useful 7’ I would
reply: “They challenge our theories.” When people have begun to

organize an hypothesis—and it is difficult to k

fit in Procrustean fashion in the scheme once set up.
You know, the only thing we can do is what is done in all sci

meets all the facts.

ITI
Theories of Spontaneous Cases

But L thought I should tell you about three of the theories of
sponitaneous experiences. They all deal rather heavily with telépathy,

although-they all make some place for precognitive experiences and ,

they all make a place for crisis apparitions and hauntings.

The first is the theory of Frederic Myers, the first great s;fstematistc

in psychical research whose extraordinary two-volume work was
published just fifty years ago, Human Personality and its Survival of
Bodily Death'* which contains hundreds of well‘organized cases
documenting the various categories which have been described. Now,
Myers, with-special reference to death coincidences and crisis appari-

tions (for example, seeing the image of a person with his’clothing .

1
2 \2u|s+. Longmans, Green & Co, London, 1903.
/

eep in mind all the
hundreds of published cases—they become addicted to a theory and
publish the theory, and then there are a few stray cases that don't

quite fit. There is_an enormous temptation to make the stray cases
6

and that is to keep experimenting with interpretations until we, find¢
the one that ‘really squares with all pur facts without any forcing.
And we plainly have notoyet got an ‘interpretation which squarely

1

F. W, H. Myers, Human Personality and its Survival of Bodily Death,,

9,0/~
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ippi ' 1 ‘swhen the person at a
/. drenched and dripping water at the moment pe

listance is actually drowning), is paﬂ:-:u]arly cnncﬂrnedxm:?e ::;
(uestion of Avhat the dying person :*:ﬂntnhutes to c:uh;n tt-::lrcpaﬂﬁc
Sometimes the impression is as 1f clairvoyant rather o s Em;
in the sense that the person who sees theld}'mg man mma gtMR o
response from himy the dying marn doesn't seem to turn

hln'};:; EE r:ﬁ::‘::ﬁuuwd case of Mrs. Paquet who, busy at h::; lfl:;llsf;
hold duties, suddenly sees her brother trip over 31:: mPtfi‘j.::&tt‘ Le
his destruction shortly after' he had, been tripped by a e
harbor boat in Chicago.!® In theSe instances, the r:x-pel:I;E lunkigng i
{hat tl{e receiver, the percipient, is, 80 1O speak, GI;T ﬂ[. g
something happening. But in an ﬂ:ftmurdmmw nu:tﬂ Koo
there is a more direct contact, as if the person undergol gr:mct
éould in some way be reaching out or trying to make a ¢o 1

i se, where a person

ily experimental cases, of course, W e
Im:.ir 1:;::&3:: -’;:;1];{ hinl::di' at a distance. Now Myers ;nm:;:ﬁ
himself that what typically happens in these cases t:5 tEhat: : inp:rhich
who is undergoing the Eriss BAAECE 1 O rged this in the case of

ipient is located. Incparticuiar, ‘

i?lg{m?;p’::peﬁemes where two or three ﬂ}:a n?ﬂmﬂﬁtigre s:;: p::u:

iki i t e

rition. The striking fact, you know, 154 s

:EE:: tlt_?;re is not a mechanical carbon-copy process’ h}t “hlch E;l]:
the i;‘tdi?‘iduals receive the same impression. On ﬂ'_lﬂht?; E?éﬂ;ing.
sees it appropriately in terms of the point-from whic e
[f you think over/cases you have read about, ?rﬂu‘m | E:t g
Cealize how this makes sense. Each person gIves struﬁ un: gy
expt:/r‘imce a<if there were/a physical object to be seen IT0

SERT | /
vaj‘:‘?ﬁ:t P;:Tut;“y is happening then, says }-ijrers: is that gmm;grsnr:;
undergoing the crisis is iuva{‘.li‘ing_thc percipient ; El'miceénvij' S
Myers falls back on the conception of a metet trml_k s
which is not quite space, but another kind f.}.E 51:.3.:: 1 .tu e
But to all intents and purposes; he 15 ‘nrgw.u_ngdt 1:1:1 }:n sian
vourself through space at the 11:u-m: of your own death 0

ﬂﬂiﬁﬁ;ﬁf Iul:l':i‘:]l?tgi E;?J,l;d&say that no-great’ advance over this

inti time
theory, which might account for many cases, was made until the

iry " . S.P.R..
15 Mrs. Henry Sidgwick, “On the Evidence for Clairvoyance,” Proc. S.P
i = ' T -35' [} "
vmﬁ. o lilgqb:nzﬂgz’rﬁgulﬁly developed the point that when t'm:] ::E;Tr;:mil;
: : T:frrg:t blnckqp:ﬁ the light /just asoa solid object w;:a‘td, ;n .
dpﬁﬁ r:& I‘n a mirror just as a solid objéct  would be, a':rh;];ft 3 tmhnt + {snnt
;ZHTM& l;m:'s hand through the/image and there is every ¢
a- physical reality.
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of the systematic thinking which Mr, Tyrrell had to do when he
asked to deliver the Myers Memaorial 'Lecture in 1942, He took

job very seriously. As a matter of fact, he produced a volume of o

120 pages. It is not just a little lecture, but 1stan amazingly close-

thought, brilliant, integrated, all-around consideration of the problem
of apparitions, If you really want some exciting, ‘serious reading on
.. psychical research; if you really want something, that ‘will make yo
think and will give vou lots of live, interesting, and well-authentica

cases, 1 cafinot urge upon you anything more importdnt than Mr.

Tyrrell’s baok, Apparitions. 9

Now what, according to Tyrrell,’are the problems that have to hg,

taken into account?

In the first place, theré is the fact that the impression obeys psycho-

logical laws and doesn't follow physical laws as we know them. The
structure of an apparition is determined to a very large degree by our

knowledge of how people and things behave., We tend to cast the

impression into a reasonable form. And if there are, as I said, several

people présent, each one will use the dynamics of his‘own basic ways;

of perceiving in giving structure to this impression. Moreover, the
different feeling-tones of respect, affection, fear, and so on, toward
a person are register¢d just as if the living entity were still present.,

Can this be explained on the basis of telepathy? Can this be ex-

plained by saying, as some have done, that the telepathic image repre-~

sents a certain force projected from the brain of the person under-
going the crisis 7 Or can we say, as' F. C. 5: Schiller did, “Apparitions
are the dreams of the dead"” ? This might seem plausible; insofar as the

apparition may occur many months or years after the time of death.

Can we actually do this, when we have to face the fact, documented

by dozéns and dozens of cases, that it takes work" by the individual

perceiver to produce the apparition, each person producing thekind -
of ‘apparition that makes sense to him?

Suppose I have a dream of driving up a steep road to Walnut Grove

in California, You haven't happened to be in Walnut Grove. If T try "%

2

to convey this to you, I-won't try to throw a sort of motion picture:

impression of it into the mind of each one of you. But you will actively
try to understand me; you will ask: “Did you mean this?” You will
remember similar places where you have been, and gach of you will
construct a picture of Walnut Grove based upon my words, poor as
they are; but each of you will construct a different picture, ‘each in

his own way. This is very different from mere photographic repro-
duction.

Now this is just what Tyrrell finds as he analyzes apparitions, He

gives, T think, unimpeachable evidence that it takes not only Evurk on

.
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rson initiating the impression but work, integration,
g::aﬁln:g{ﬁ t:ciizy on the part of every person TECEIVIng it. That 1s
ot a mechanical process of passive rme:ptmn.d sl o

bn to ‘show that this is not done cONSCIOUSH. -

lecE::llaft;.:Zly, but unconsciously. This is true of all perl::eg::;n;
both normal: and ‘paranormal. Suppose I Shu“:. you @ Wﬂ.ltl 1
match box, and 1, say v**Which oneas nea_rer? You 1n.=:l:a:nt:,£r S0 ;
the problem. You don’t “do_this ‘hy figuring out the size ;ﬁ :n:s
retinal impression or the amotnt of effort taken to {nchgs te hg Eu
and all the things which indicate that the ?afch would have to -
ta/and the match box so far. You do this instantly, or as we say,
intuitively, _ )

A scri:s of beautiful experiments has been gaing on at Damnfml:'h
College and at Princeton University ancl_e!satgv:rherf. on the ways '.1:':1'b
which we are able to make these distant intwitive 1“_1‘311:“"5;3:;:5) E:}f
that we can appropriately gauge the distance and size.an uuimwill
an object: The task takes us months and years to acquire, as.y ol
see if you watch an.infant gradually learning how to ml:m;p o
various cues which are ‘received through the sense organs from

outer world. By | -
Tyrrell shows that we interpret these apparitions in the 1r_':5ta::1;:;1ea
ofis and intuitive way that you anq I use wh?n. we /pen:::_w;d 8
person/is angry or frightened. It is an mnaﬂngi]r 1::4|:m'l.];]‘5,1i icat “?hm
mnét‘iy unconscious rather than conscious integratioty. 1his i: i
he means by mid-level functioning. The process 15 not conseio nop 3;1
the end-result is conscious, by which you instantly re;:lngm::a i3
certain person is happy or irightt:ne::l. T}*rﬂ.:ll says, then, m_.
perception of an apparition/is not like the impression on a E ;;; o
graphic plate; you use your own personality v:"i'lmn you are mﬁ L:a_ust
in experiencing ‘an occurrence; and}hcrcfure it' represents, not<)
a conscious impression, but something 1.115.1.:11 decp:er. ; .
Finally, he goes on to show that thére is in all this a sort 0 cu:in:?i
to terms, a sort of a compromise between the :ummumcﬂtnrian A
person receiving the communication, He uses the analogy © g:f : hE
an effect across through the device of the stage. He sp.eal-:ihﬂ e
producer and the stage carpenter. ]'n this case, you ren}tzt m}
producer has the fundamental basic personality function © s
municating to another person. But he may not be i:i-hll': to cmnt?: i
at a conscious level; he may be ahlc_nnl}r to register upon he o=
person the fact, det us say, that he is undergoing 2 anﬁ]:&t :5 1
percipient instead of seeing him may get an 1mpression, ks v grg
of disaster, and later may see a tomb, or may see flames or et
characteristic of the ‘percipient or of the crisis, not a mec
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impression from the agent. The stage carpenter is the mid-level func-
Finn. the+ deep unconscious process by which the message is converted
mto an impression.

In addition to Myers' theory and Tysrell's theory we have one
other theory to consider and its proponent is here with us this ‘evening :
Professor Hart, who will talk to you about a fifth-dimensional ‘con-
ception of the way in which the paranormal represents an integrated’
‘personabity fanction ‘which goes beyond the ordidary three space
dimengions and the, single time-dimension that we ordinarily” use
in sciencel’ 0

I would say that this alséds orie of the attempts to go bevond the
carlier hypothesés which-have heen fested, which have been found’
to be good, but which don’t seem completely to cover the facts. To
give an illustration of sométhing not covered by any theory of spon-
taneous cases: the celebrated cases reported by Pagenstecher in
Mexico to which Dr. Walter Franklin Prince gave so much atten-
tion." They involve a very complicated series of catastrophes, per-
ceived under clairvoyant conditions, as if the individual clairvoyant
were able to/get out of the ordinary time-space world and find there
a way to another time-space point at which a catastrophe had occurred &
—as if there were a sort of moving bead which can get outside of the
ordinary firm structure of this werld and tune in at different points
in time-space.

Now, we have, therefore; what we might call a pretty good, but not
an 1deal theory, as far as we know. We are working constantly to.
try to get a better theory in the sense that it will explain more spon-
tatieous cases, and in the sense that it may so deépen our understand-
ing of "human personality and its relationship to other persons and
things of this world that it may enable us to develop’a better philosophy
of man.“On the other hand, it may help us in the establishment of
experimental studies through which we may be ablé to find out more
exactly what is involved. In other words, we may be able to do better
laboratory work if we have more and better spontancous cases. We
have lots of cases, but we always need a new angle: a case that
teaches us something we’haven't been able to get before; a case that
helps us to decide between wifferent theories and to go on from
where we are.

Here is a place where we have to pause i terms ofja very serious
£

¥ Hornell Hart, “The Psychic Fifth Dimmﬁinn*"PjnunHAL ASPR, Vol
I'LI.:V H, 1953, pp. 3-32 and (with associates) “The Psychic Fifth Dimefision,
11" JourxaL A5 P.R., Vol. XLVII, pp. 47-70.
W Gustav > Pagenstecher, “Past Events Seership: A Study in” Psychometry”
(edited by Dr. Walter Franklin Prince), Proc. A S.P.R., Vol XVI, 1922, See

also V'Psychometrical  Experiments with Senora Maria Reyed de 7. Proc.
AS.PR, Vol XV, 1921, pp." 189-314,
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ion that can always be raised, which/I think was ﬁ_rst well-
?;;t:lated by Margareg Pegram Reeves.!” S_hﬂ argued, 1 .ti'll{lk, very
effectively, that there is a basically different kind of dynamigs involved
in experimental cases and‘in the spontaneous cases. That is to say,
the telepathy or the precognition that you can get in the laboratory 1s
different, partly because the motivation is less intense. Perhaps the
situation may seem somewhat artificial. Basically, she says, it 1s not
quite the same thing. You are calling into play a different level of the
personality, because in the experimental case, ‘you cannot produce
¢rises in the laboratory. You have to respect the mdl'w-:iuahty of the
people you are working with. You get mgnﬂy the desire to cooperate,
the ‘desire to do the job. The result is that the sj?nhnhsm wluf:p is
dsed and the ‘method of working are at the:conscious level. It isnt
deep-level work. In fact, she intimates toward the end _nf her ‘paper
that maybe the basic dynamics worked out to explain laboratory
telepathy may not be adequate, and may not give a :nn*fplexe picture
of the dynamics of spontaneous telepathy, which springs from a
deeper level. o )
If that is true, then how are we to respond to Dr._ Rhine's beliei
that the value of spontaneous cases lics in suggesting hypotheses

“Vrwhich then can be tested in the laboratory? This doesn't quite ring

trie to me. T would think that there were certain instances where
spontaneous cases would indeed lead to hypotheses that could be
testéd in the laboratory. But remember the analogy that 1 drew a
few-minutes ag6 with geology and astronomy. 1 tried to make the
point that there is ‘a definite place in science for, the /systematic
arrangemerts of events” which are not under .upenmentﬂ.l control.
And I firmly believe that psychical research will be able tocreate’a
systematic and intelligible picture of what happens in the dee;?-lﬂel
teractions of human beings, under the heads of telepathy, clairvoy-
ance, precognition, whether we happen to be smart enough to docu-
ment these things in the laboratory or not, If ‘we can document them
in this way, fine. I don't think that this means that the only purpose
in spuntaﬁenus cases lies in the preparation of laboratory tests.

IV
Individuality

Now, of course, the whole, picture so far suggests that human
personality is a generic universal thing, that you will recognize the
presence of human personality anywhere, in the same way that you

. ofti Parapsychology,”
19 Margaret Pegram Reeves, "A Taopological Approach to
Journar A.S.P.R., Vol. XXXVIII, 1944, pp. 72482
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would recognize a walnut or a spruce tree. But we differ more from
each other than spruce trees do. We'are dyn:

ynamically more complex
in our individuality than spruce trees. And we begin to see as w
study the dynamics of apparitions, precognitive dreams, and so on,
that the qualitative differences betwéen people are very great. This
is the sort'of thing that suggests to me that as we gather more and
more cases, we shall contribute to personality study, ‘not only in the
way that Mr. Tyrrell suggests—throwing light upon the deep uncon-
scious sotrees of power, capacity to live, to make contacts with other
people, which belong to all humanity—but also by throwing light upef
those complex  and 'subtle factors which make one person more“able
to convey information ‘than another, and another person more able
to receive impressions than another,
If you go through the reports’ the English Society has published,
and those which Mrs. Dale has published for us, I think you will he
impressed with a sort of chronic individaalism and the fact that a
person who has recurrent experiences reveals himself in his experi-
ences. You bégin to realize that Miss Bishop,?® who wrote a |
series of aceounts o6f precognitive dreams, was probably not a person
who wotild be €qually good, let us say, at perception of crisis appar¥
tions. Each person seems to betray also qualitatively a certain kin
of symbolism as in the case of the record I read you from the woman®
in Oklahoma. ‘So that along with otir understanding of the nature of.
this mid-level or unconscious contact we make with cach other, we
have the possibility of understanding’ individuality, I think it is an
extraordinary thing that although we have had ‘psychical research
with us for three-quarters of a century; we know very little about
individaality in relation to these phenpmena. Weé can talk about
telepathy quite a long while. We can talk about apparitions quite a
long while, But who sees them and why? How explain, the fact that
certainl people in this audience have had precognitive dreams at times,
and that others have not? Or that some may have seen an apparition, ’
while others have not? Some people haven't experienced either of
these things’ but they have had uncanny hunches and other unex-
plained experiences. |
There is a very rich field here for the study of human individuality.
That is the final answer that I will make'to people who say: “With

all .this stuff that you people have published, why dé you want more
cases?’

A

In summary, we have three aims: first, to test how far theé prin-
cviples suggested> by Myers, Tyrrell, Hart, and others are right;fo

20 G, M. Bishop, “Foreknowledge in Dreams,” Jouwrnal S.P.R., Vol XXXII

'I'/
1941, ‘pp.. 50:59,
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i 1 Iy : and third, to under-
d, to understand their dynamics more fully; an : '
i::gg human individuality more fully in the coufse of these studies.

\'%
A New Study of Spontancous Experiences

a comprehensive study of spon-

. we are starting :
That 1s the Febpn Society for Psychical Research:

us experiences at the ﬂunet-ican :
f:nnezmberff us had béen thinking for years ;'1;31: i.lr:utlsr:: h:t:idal:m:l-':
i ' rs. 1s0mn,
come, Almost simultaneously, Pa{r._Steverms, e N 105
catise to the idea recently that 1t might be possible to. .
4 largé-scale study of the phenomena | hgw: descnhed——ca,sts_ : 1;:::1;;
to do with precognition, clairvoyance, telepathy; appa?t:]n:s;u e
i i —all the spontaneous cases 0 you
ings, physical phenomena . e
1 bout which, fundamentally,
see if you follow our JOURNAL, & e s
basic rulesiare to be laid down that we have in the past. rule
includ!:{l} emphasis upon well-described cases; !EE] ﬁ:f:?:l; t:f
i ' cases: (3) emphasis on cases where ce
poskill, O bsolute, or arbitrary rule. The
firmation. But there 15 no ﬁ'!'lﬂl, absolute, e
. of the cases will be in the hands of a commttec, p
iﬂn‘llfrgheud“ ;ﬁmatcl}*, beyond what it is today. Prufe:lfﬁur }‘i&m}f'ﬂ 11?;:,
, i i i rether wi is :
Lo has been a pioneer in this area, and;, toget T
::sn made signal Eantrihutiuns to the “Hdﬂmndhe \:f:lti of spmtani ?ﬁmﬁ:
cases ] ity to us -
. has come up from Duke University e i . H
. i rown Liniversity 1s
will serve as Chairman. Professor Ducasse 0 _ ;
i 1 are the other mem
fifember. Mrs. Allison, Mrs. Dale, and _ T mel
ﬁh’:\;u shall all be’working on the problem e_:{ collecting anq edut;:tnf
sporitaneotis cases; Arying to make sense, tEng h:gn-i EE‘:g nc':-* hlffs ar;
i | hese d. as 1 said at the nning, th |
trying to test hypotheses. And, s 1 gy
! ho isinterested to help us do ou
s g “H?bﬂ?? T tribute ?'' Here 15 some-
frentimes the quéstion is: ““What can we contri ; re 1
Eﬁ:fgn you can cgntﬁhutt. Yoii can help gather cases. .Hnthmgdis more
important. And we will try to explain to you how it 1s o be done. o
Now. T would like to ask Professor Hornell Hart to take over a
us for a few minutes.
m“EFt;iuwing Dr. Murphy's lecture, Pl'?ft.'isﬂl‘ Hnrnr:'l: Hart gave
a brief account of his theories hﬂﬁnfhu: th:ﬁmt:g::; n; E;;:tnzurm:_
| 17). He then administe
R fﬂ?mnte i th resent, which he had
tionnaire on psychical experiences to those pr l.;esﬁunna.im L
red for the occasion. A more comprehensive questionna
Eﬁiseﬂ to, those, whose answers warmnt::dhcfurthﬁ: m?:;lr:r.qic
, ; : :
forward to. Professor Hart's report on the results  que:
::?tc:rl'fna?res in a lecture he has been invited to give to the Society 1n
the autumn.—Ed.]



