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Unfinished Business
GarpNEr MurpHY, PH.D. anD Hersert L Kipmme, M.D,

I. Case REPORT

On October 3,/1963, Mrs. Coleen Buterbaugh, secretary to Dean
“S8am Dahl, of Nebraska Wesleyan University, Lincoln, Nebraska,
was asked by Dean Dalil to take a message to 2 colleague Prnfusur
Martin (pseudonym}, in hisoffice suite in the C.C, Whne Building
nearby. At/ about) 8:50°0a.M: Mrs. Buterbaugh entered thm
buildmg and walked Briskly along its extensive hall, hearing the
sounds of students in‘a group of rooms set aside for music practice,
and notably a marimba playing. Entering the first room of the suite
(see Figure 1), she took nhuut four steps and was stopped short (at

oint “B"} by a very intense odor—a musty, disagreeable odor.
Emnmﬁ";iaty she saw (at point “C") the figure of a very tall,
black- woman (more fully described below) in a shirtwaist

and ankle-length skirt who was extending t arin to the upper
right-hand shelyves im.an old music uhmet a#hnuw continue the

account in Mrs. Buterbaugh’s own words:!

.+ + AsT first walked into thé rpom everything was quite normal.
About four steéps intoithe room was when the strong odor hit me.
When I say strorig odor, Imunthnhnd:hnsimpym;uyuuin
your tracks and almost'chokes you. I'was | down at the floor,
as one often does when walking, and as soon as that odor stopped me
Ifaltthluhmwnaummnninth:rmmmthmc.ltmthmﬂml
wsmthﬂ:hmwmnunmmwﬂnth:hﬂhmﬂn

%:nllmh:du p and something drew my eyesto the € inet
[{:aﬁn the wall in the next room. 1 | up ‘and there
back to me, reaching up into one of the shelves
of the nbmat with her right hand, and standing perfectly sull. She
wasn't at all aware of my presence. While I was watching her she
never‘moved. She was not transparent and yet [ knew wasn't
real, Whl:lmhhngnthﬁeLDdeamwm:mthu
b-u-llijv one at a time, but her whole all at once
p until the time she faded mjlwu.nutmuf anyone else
in the suite of rooms, but just about thé zime of her fading out
I felt as though I still was not alone. T'o my left was a desk [point “E’
and I had a feeling there was a man sitting ‘at that” I tum

‘AMItﬂHUﬂﬂﬂd of Nebraaka, ﬁflhnmmﬂt:
Lincoln (issue ﬂ?ﬂﬂtﬂbﬂ 31, lmtﬁ M. ueuprnl it. G¢
mwﬂm and with his nnni:rlﬂ'ni COnCem A

terbaugh. She re in a letter

aﬂurt?ndm:ummmu

i O/~ 0,:
'OS
J

mdmduwmnne.hutlmﬂfelthnpm%mmnhdiﬁ
ﬁhp{ﬂmﬂl&tlh:’ﬂﬂd@bﬂuﬂmmm;hmdlgm
window behin deak, that frightened an
\%almmlmrewhﬁherlunurwmduutnfﬂwmﬂr
*MIhuhdnutthatmdnwm:mmntnnrnmdnm
e m E:mm[hhdmnstrm} , which is less than a half
ﬁar

building, was not even there and neithér was the
Tli:iwuwhenlrmmauhmpa@km

nol r,ﬁﬂ.ﬁ.ﬂ!fﬂﬂlﬁﬂ:ﬁmlﬁlﬂ#ﬂl
by 'It-u‘l‘tqt ﬂllmhcknutmththnﬂthntllpmhmddu
familiar noises,, This ;must have dll taken place in a few seconds
s hauuuﬂ:n thtwm;umgmmtlwnnmuMn:lmnImmnd

ﬁ_mmmﬂfgumg and someone was still playing the

marimba. . . .
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A.” Hall from which Mrs, B. entered suite
B. Odormasailed Mra. Boat this point and she stopped (about
ﬁm:r!hplinmm]
C. Position of
D. Music cabinet n‘qhq:h apparition was standing
E. Desk at which man's “presence’’ was felt
F. Large window through which Mm. B, saw “old” scene
1. Cupboard atop chest
2, Tables
3. Rest room

cor plan of two-room suite of offices {in C. C. White Building) tetmpo-
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Mrs. Buterbaugh made no further attempt to find Professor
Martin, but went back to her office in the Old Main Building
and tried to work at her typewriter. She found she could not do so,
and went to describe her experience to Dean Dahl, who listened
with full attention and sympathyo Neither Dean Dahl nor Mrs.
Buterbaugh had at this time any idea at all 48 to thé/identity of the

re-seen, or indeed whether it had any “identity."" In the covrse
of the day, however, it was suggested by a member of the staff that
there might be some resemblance between the figure“and the
appearance of a Miss Clarissa U. Mills, an instructor intheory and
piano, who had many years before used the office in which the
figure appeared and who had died suddenly, in 1936, in a room
just across the ‘hall.” Identifiable features were the extreme
tallness, estimated at six feet, the black hair, and the appropriateness
of place and action. Evidence of identity, however, has not been
offered by anyone as conclusive,

In reply to further questions ‘fromi .M., Mrs. Buterbaugh
described somewhat more fully what she saw when she looked out
the window behind the desk where she had sensed the “presence”
of the man:

. . . Thie window wias open. Even though it was fairly early in the
morning, it appeared as though it were a very warm, summer after-
noon, It was very still. There were a few scattered trees—about two
on my right (east) and about threc Gn my left (west). It seems to me
there were more, but theése are the only ones 1 can be definite about,
The rest was open field; the new Willard sorority house and also
Madison Street were not there. I remember seeing a very vague out-
line of some sort of building to’my right-and that is about all. Nothing
else but open field.

This is the raw core of a spontaneous case which-would ordinarily
be put-in the category of apparitions. But the intense odor which
initiated the experience and the appearance of open country instead
of theé existing university campus® suggests that there is much
more here‘than a‘typical apparitional experience.

In March, 1964, G.M. addressed an A.S5.P.R. meeting in New
York and described the case. On the basis of suggestions then
received from Drs. Jan Ehréenwald and George H. Hyslop, he
decided that it would be wise to ask Mrs. Buterbaugh to have a
complete psychiatric and neurological examination {w/ith electro-

¥ We/ were nble to find a pho {not clear enough for reproduction here)
e S e S S e B o
erstwhile campus. It s very y that . Bute (00 seen this
phiotograph prior to the ttme of her experience.

/

|
l

Mrs. Buterbaugh, standing at the pld masic cabinet,
demonstrates height of apparition

{Photograph by courtesy of the Lincoln Evemng Jouirnal.)

£
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OWQmm), This was not suggested with any thought that

ences of the ‘sort described are abnormal, but ‘solely on the
basis of the assumption that unusual experiences with regard to
time are often associated with various well-known types of temporal
lobe dysfunction;’and that'in any event, the more we could learn
about the subject of the ‘case, both physiologically and psycho-
logically, the better for the research.
ements were therefore completed with Mrs. Buterbaugh
to visit hérin Lincoln, Nebraska, on May 13, 1964. Before this date
G.M.discovered that H.L.K.—a psychiatrist then at the Topeka
VA Hospital known to be interested in psychi¢al phenomena and
illing to carry out various psychiatric aspects of the study—
+ would be glad to go along for the investigation.
G5 @Seq% the way to Lintoln G.Mugave H.L.K. a full account of the
%, case and read to him extensively from the material contained in the
- ‘yarious exhibits, so that upon arrival the two investigators were
J/Cﬁgﬁf/;ﬂ&ﬁ»my familiar with the raw facts as related above. They
found Dean Dahl and Mrs. Buterbaugh in the Old Main Building.
Mrs. Buterbaugh then took them to the C..C. White Building, in
which the curious experience had occurred, and spent about twenty
“,, minutes reviewing the facts. She said that the newspaper account
) which had been sent to G.M, was based on an earlier interview and
A ‘that it was essentially accurate. She then went to lunch with us,
‘After lunch there were extended conversations with Mrs. Buter-
‘baugh and briefer conversations with Dean Dahl and with other
ﬁtﬁﬂtyp members ‘who knew some portions of ‘the total episode.
rements, were made for the neurological and EEG examina-
tions, the resultsto be sent to us in Topeka for study. (The first
EEG examination took place on June 26, 1964.)
Mrs. Buterbaugh impressed us as a very direct, matter-of-fact,
_ down-to-earth, and realistic person who was fulfilling very com-
“‘petently her life assignment asa wife, mother, and full-time
professional secretary. She seemed eager to be asked direct questions
and to give all the information she possessed about the case. We
now give H.L K!’s summary of his psychiatric interview and his
later (February 16, 1966) comments. We wish, however; to make it
. Clear at this point that we foind nothing strange whatever in the
, ‘manner in which Mrs. Buterbaugh responded to an’experience
"< which was, to say the least, very strange indeed.?

Q
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* Mrs. Biiterbaugh has kindly given us written permission to use her name in
Connection with this case. We vﬁsh to thank her for her cooperation in all the
. Phases of its investigation.
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II. RerorT of CONSULTATION
May 13, 1964

£

1. Identification and Circumstances of this Consultation

_Mrs. Coleen (nee Cochran) Buterbaugh i8'a 41<year-old, Baptis
Scotch-Irish mather of four boys nndglha wife of a II:‘ ' J'Lit.r
Force Master Sergeant. She is secretary to the Dedn of Nebraska
Wesleyan University and has resided with her husband in.Lincoln,
Nebraska; since’ 1960.

Dr. Gardner Murphy “asked’ this examiner to see Mrs. B,
pursuant to the thorough investigation of the recent retr itive
experience reported by the’subject. This examination took place
over a period of four hours, beginning with the meeting of Mrs. B.
in the outer office of Dean Dahl, a showing of the rooms in which

the experience occurred, at lunchwith Mrs, B. and Dr. Murphy, -

and during the course of the next three hours when Mrs. B. was
interviewed jointly by Dr. Murphy and this ‘examiner. The
cxaminer was able to interview Mrs, B. alone for' a period of
approximately'45 minutes in the office of Dean Dahl. As Mrs. B.
was attempting to continue her functions as secretary, the interview
was interrupted many times by the ringing of the telephone and by
various members of the faculty and student body breaking in upon
the examination.

The details of the subject’s background'and current situation as
reported were obtained from hér and from Dean Dahl and are
considered to be reliable. Mrsl B, was very frank and rative
and there were no significant discrepanciés in dny of her accounts
and no evidence that she was trying to tell anything other than the
truth as she experienced it,

2.’ Background

Mrs. B.(bornJanuary 13, 1923) was the second of two daughters
born to the 22-year-old wife of a 23-year-old movie theater
in I_irﬂ!:tnr, Nebraska. The parents moved frequently and the
family lived successively in six Nebraska communities. The father
is described as a jovial, lenient man with many inventive ideas and
schemes upon which he never acted. He lovéd the outdoors and to
whistle and sing. He is now an invalid, suffering from héart trouble
and recovering from a broken hip, and is cared for by his wife in
fie mother is'described as more strict, but & cute, petite, jélly,
Iuppj ‘woman, five feet tall, who is lots of fun. The ﬁ:tha:il:l}rﬂ

£
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8 mg.u;:lem:lltnt health. Mrs. B. states that they were very close as
a family and very, very happy.

Her earliest memory is of the fourth grade when she was ten

ears old, She emegmd school and made average grades, but had no
;:‘r’ile subjects. She enjoyed and participated in sports and had
many friends. She dﬁm{)cs herself as tomboyish, unlike her older
‘sister, 'who was mote “refined.”” The family had no particular
religion and went to church only occasionally. She began dating at
the age of 16 and was very popular. She graduated from high school
at the age of 18 and martied her French-German husband after
%. two months of courtship, After two' years of marriage, when their
| S@e,ﬁnt son was a year old, the husband was shipped overseas to the

"9 | “ . Seuth Pacific and remained there until'the war's end in 1945.
fon by, o Mrs. B. describes her marriage as a very happy one and the
R/ , consisting of four boys, now ages 21,716, 13, and 9, do

O D= C's
¢4, many things together. They fish, camp, and bowl a8 a family unit.
/Cc?,ﬂhd{utu that it is a usual thing for her to be playing football

with therm, The oldest boy plays the guitar and the 13-year-old
plays the clarinet. As Mrs, % describes this family, it mes
quite evident that it is very action-oriented and one that is
accustomed to operating as a very close unit. Inasmuch as Mrs. B.
works full time and also has the care of the home, each of the boys
"/, is said to chip in and help with the housework. During the 15-year
. ", period between 1945 and 1960 this family has been stationed in
W San Francisco, the Philippine Islands, and Germany. In 1960
;7 /Mrs. B.'s husband was transferred to Lincoln, Nebraska, where the
esffnniilzy. hasoremained until now. In 1963 Mr. B, retired from, the
‘., Adr Force and accepted a local position in Lincoln. .

<, For the past 22 months Mrs. B. has worked as'secretary to Dea

Bahl of /Nebraska W. University. The Déan is highly

complimentary of her work,-abilities, and stability. ¢

3. Circumstances of the’ Reported Experience

On the morning of October 3, 1963, Mrs. B. arose at her usual
hour of 6:30 A.m., prepared breakfast for the family, and reported
to work at her usual time of 8:004.M. She had slept well the night
before, having retired at 11:00 p.m.;and dwoke the next morning

©/, fresh, alert, and rested, as usual. From 8:00 A.M. until approximately
8:45 A.m. she ‘worked at her job of typing and dictation for Dean
Dahl. Then Dean Dahl asked her to go to the C. C. White Building
to take a message to Dr. Tan Martin, a visiting music professor
from Edinburgh, Scotland,, who at the time was engaged in
arranging choral group ‘singing. Mrs. B, had never been to his

| Q/'[/.

office in the C. C, White Building. She wondered why Dean Dahl
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did not simply ask her to phone. As she walked to the far north
end of the é‘ C. White Building she was ‘aware of the changing of
the classes, the chatter of the students, 4nd a marimba playing. As
she came to the suite of two rooms’ occupied by Dr, Martin, she
found the door open and stepped inside’(see Figure 1), She took
four small steps into the empty room and as she took the fourth
step an odor assailed her nostrils which she’describes as being very
powerful, #s if it were “jetted out of a pipe.” She stated further
that although this odor assailed her and was very strong, there was
no disturbance of the air/ She described the odor as being musty,
old; as if something were very, very old, not unlike the odor in an
old building that has been unoccupied for a very long time.

As she walked into the first room she thinks that she must have
been walking with her head down, as she usually does. As the odor
assailed her she raised her head and looked into the adjoining room.
There she saw the of a véry tall woman (possibly six feet tall)
with her back toward her. The wis reaching with the right
hand into one of the high shelves of an old music cabinet Eau:
photograph). Strikingly, the figure was dressed ina bushy t

irdo (later described as consistent with the fashion of 1915), a
long-sleeved white bloyse, and a full ankle-length dark brown or
black skirt. For a period of time (which Mrs. B. estimates as having
been long engfz for her to have walked over to the figure if she
had been so inclined) the fi stood there with the right hand in
the files. As she ‘watched the figure, it vanished instantaneously.
She describes the ﬁg];:rde as being of substance and not transparent,
Mrs. B. then described what she had felt all along as the presence
of a male figure sitting in a chair in the more proximal room, As
she t her eyes from the vanished figure of the woman to the
chair w she felt the presence of the male figure, she saw

nothing:

An'sEr. raised her eyes to the window she saw that the scene had
changed. Instead of the girls' dormitory and Willard House, which
one would normally see from the window, she saw nothing but
rolling countryside: no buildings, no streets; merely a landscap
suggesting the countryside of midsummer. Upon seeing that the
view from the window had changed, Mrs. B. left the room. One of
the things that she noticed during this rience was that there
was extreme quiet. No sounds were heard during the entire time,
dnd it was not until she stepped into the hall that ears were
again gssailed with the usual noises of the chattering students
changing ‘classes and the sound of the/marimba playing in the
background. She realized then, and only then, that only a short
period.of time could have elapsed because, as she pointed out, the
students were still changing classes.

£
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Mrs. B., forgetting her errand to'find Dr. Martin, then went
back to her office, sat down at the typewriter, and wondered what
she should do. She reasoned that she really couldn't tell anyone of
this experience because who would believe her 7 Might they not
say, or think, that she was crazy ? She attempted to go about her
work as“ysual, but found that she could only a line or two,

Q/‘ [c/.

then ‘would have to stop (observed by Dean Dahl). This occurred

several times and after approximately 30 minutes to an hour she

oAl decided she would have to talkoto someone and immediately
1 consulted Dean Dahl. After she had told him of her experience,
‘s she was relieved to find/that hie did not question the veracity of her

S5, gtatements. (In a later interview/Dean ‘stated that he never
“,, ‘6nee questioned that she was reporting accurately what she had
., #een)) Then Dean Dahl and Mrs. B. contacted other faculty
‘¢ members, wondering just what the apparition was‘that she had
6/ 4 seen. Upon investigation, they discovered that ‘a music, teacher
Cay named Miss Clarissa Mills fit the description of the apparition and
that shé had worked at the college from 1912 until her death in
1936, They ubtained some old yearbooks (never before seen’ by
Mrs. B.) and found Miss Mills’ picture. Mrs. B. identified the
hairdo as that worn by the apparition and the picture was dated

K 1915. When they found an older faculty member who remembered
74 0/, Miss Mills, she was described by him as’being a very tall, thin,
N "% black-haired spinster whose interests were in music and choral group
/a .

singing. Upon examining the filing cabinet with whichthe apparition
was occupied, it was found to contain choral group arrangements,
“;, may of which dated back before the death of Miss Mills in1936.
e

He b

4,72*/?'_!! o1 Brxcminats
Mrs. B. is'a petite (5 feet;, 99 pounds), attractive, naturally red-
headed woman who is well-dressed, warm, friendly, and cooper-
ative. She met Dr. Murphy and ‘the examiner in a self-assured,
itive manner and Glhg'ltlld an‘eagerness to share her experience.
e was alert, accurate, and made hep points concisely and clearly.
She exhibited no evidence @f pereeptual or thought disorder. She
was judged to be of high normal to superior intelligence and her
vocabulary was consistent with her‘educational and socio-economic
o status, She does not appear to be a reflective person, but is more
inclined to be. action-oriented. Her affects and  actions were
appropriate‘and her, prevailing mood was one of happiness and
contentment, lltlmugri: her recent experience was perplexing.

Y
/e
(3 A"

Investigation ‘of her daily ‘activity disclosed that she is quite in-
in‘all active sports, both as a participant and as an observer,
and she frequently pﬁ;u baseball and with her four sons;
.CQ/
)Ol(/C AP@S ¢
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Mrs. B. relates to others easily and well. Her major attachments

seem to be to her family and a to be very adequate. She spoke
affectionately of her husband and sons. In talking about ideas,
little was obtained during the examipation; but does place

strong values upon both work and play. Observation of Mrs. B. at
work. revealed that she is proficient, effective, and derives con-
siderable satisfaction from E:r job. In all'of these areas her /im-
mediate boss, Dean Dahl, corroborated these observations, An
¢xample of Her, ability in her recreational activity is that she
carries;a | 52 average in a'bowling league. Her self-image and self-
esteem are good ‘and there is no evidence of self-dissatisfaction or
self-directed aggression. Sheaspires to continue to improve herself
and hopes to go ‘back to gollege when her sons are grown.
Relative to the present situation, although she hndﬂm through
a rather traumatic experience she did not seem to be experiencing
any particular discomfort. But at the time of the ience she was
shaken by what she had seen, and even now is perplexed. In the
area of reality testing, Mrs. B. uses good common sense and adheres
to reality consistently. She says that her marital adjustment is an
excellent oné and that she and her husband are extremely happy.
Recapitulation: In the relatively short period of time that Sliﬂ
ﬂldex_nmim t “dth:hm;th B., he unfnnli 1;{ that very h:itﬂt
ence of gross psychopatho was foun e appears happy
and action-oriented; a nurﬂ:m wife, mother, an umplu}'g:.
Repression as a méntal mechanism seems to have been extended
beyond the usual expected time as she has no recall before the age
of ten years. The experience that shie had of perceiving an apparition
is w ynique one and no similar ificident-had oceurred to her before.
She did admit to déj@ vu phenomeni and described these in some
detail for the examiner. The immediate and complete acceptance of
the account as told by Mrs, B. to Dean Dahl attests to the positive
forces ' manifest in this relationship. ,
» ¢ conclusions: During the brief span of this examination
Mrs. B.‘was seen as a comfortable, happy wife and mother. No
evidence of gross psychopathology was gla:uvere:d.

Hensert L. Kremme, M.D.

II1. SupPLEMENTARY REPORT

February 16, 1966

At the request of Dr. Gardner Murphy and becausé of our
mutudl interest in psychical phenomena, I interviewed Mrs. B. on
three separate occasions for a total of approximately twelve hours—

QU
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five and a half hours in the formal private interview situation and
the remainder of the time in observations and interviews in the
nce of other ns. Dates of 9{1;:5: inferviews were: May 13,
March12, 1965, and June 3, 1965. _
g?:fuumnmy,z' Mrs. B. was found to be an intelligent, happy, and
gction-oriented personand a successful 1_r|fl:, mother, and cmplﬁ’yifl:.
The experience she described was a unique one, although she has
had several episodes of the so-called déja vu phenomenon{Becatse
of the description of the olfactory sensation of a musty odor whin]}
can be caused by pathological involvement of the uncinate gyrus o
the temporal lobe, a complete neurological examination was re-
6. quested. The neurological examinationowas éntirely l:::.il‘mll except
Ve “for the initial electroencephalogram which'disclosed “‘two 250-300

7 microvolt bursts lasting only five seconds of high amplitude, hyper-
¢ synchronous, diffuse five cycles per second sharp waves 'utlgi:r ﬁ
%, infiuenice of chioral hydrate. The neurologist commented that su
€5/ oaroxvsms during wake-sleep and sleep-wake transition are com-

mﬁ second sEEIL?: executed at a later date was interpreted as
being” entirely normal. _

In wTw uf?ﬂ':is infulmitiun, Mrs. B. was asked at the uqn:;].d
interview (March 12,-1965) specifically about any pl:mnnm:nash:
might have ienced which could be epileptiform in nature. She
o. then ducrimnr:currtnt phenoménon which occurs at least once

% sa week when she lies down to sleep. Her description of this ulif'
| urrent experience seems to be the same as the neurologically
"4 described syndrome called “predormital sleep paralysis. This is 2
"S5, gtate through which some people often pass while falling asleep.
« “Though (-uTIy conscious, the person is unable to move a muscle.
. This’ condition ‘sometimes occurs in persons, who suffer from
‘narcolépay or other sleep disturbances, but it 18 :l.m:- fairly common
in othérwisé normal people (1, p. 127). Mrs. B.’s first exptnﬂl;ne
with predormital sleep paralysis occurred in 1954 and caused her
severe fright; but when she was reassured by her physician that it
Wnuturiuua,nhzmkgltediuph:m:ngnf ttle or no significance
and did not mentionicit to’a physician thereafter until she was

questioned by this examiner.
ts’ were made to have Mrs. B.
On June 3, 1965, arran & il time

E =)
re-experience the C. C. White Building pheno ;
F mg:rulin: ander hypnosis with a coricomitant EEG tracing. Mrs.

_excellent hypnotic subject and ﬂpmmmd both positive
ﬁﬁwm,ﬂ I:;llu-:i.uﬁnm in the first and only session of hypnosis.
During fime regression she said she re-experienced the q]:r;.ludc of
the C. C. White Building in its entirety; while still under hypnosis
she was questioned intensively about the phenomenon and des-
cribed it exactly as she had before, During regression to the point
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of reliving the scene, the resting EEG frequencies sudden]
changed to a low voltage, fast, “alert” nmpun:gu lasting a total n];
four seconds, then spindling of drowsiness supervened in another
six seconds without evidence of arousal or'movement. There was
no evidence of any electrical central nervous system abnormality in
this EEG tracing, which lasted for over one hour. ‘When ‘Mrs. B.
aﬁlmqed from the trance state, she was amnesic for the entire
period and performed posthypnotic suggestions, well:

//Initially, and espécially when the first EEG revealed abfiormals
ities, it was deemed expedient that no stone be left unfurned and
that a total neurological examination should be done. At this point
in time there was no way of knowing whether this first EEG pattern
was or was not an early symptom of #serious neurological disease
process. Du the ensuing year“and a half no new symptoms
nmred and neurological examinations continued to be un-
changed. The subsequent EEG taken approximately one year later

was entirely normal. One can only conclude that t neurological

condition of predormital sleep Enn.lynn'” is not progressive and i
nn:l interfering w;;ih Mrs. ?.'a y-to-day m:l:iﬁgu; for all i:ﬂten::
and purposes, she is performing as a physicall
nn“rmifl;hlram&y lndividpl;l. 2 gy
cther ‘the néurological aberrations discovered during the
course :j:f the evaluation/did or did not have anything turgjzgwith
Mrs. B.’s unusual experience in the C. C. White Building is a moot

point.
HerserT L. Kremms, M.D,

IV. Dléummﬂ‘

_~lntense odors are familiar to neurologists ds-a warning or “'aura”
in certain pseudoconvulsive or convulsive states. But this aspect of
Mrs. Buterbaugh's experience is regarded by us as quite likely 4
symbal ‘or marker of a transition from one mental state to aﬁniﬁtr
as she left the “hérc-and-now" and plunged into the past. Or'the
odor could itself have been the first manifestation of a somewhat
dissociated state, or a state of altered ego, not unlike what F. W, H.
Myers has called a “sensory automatism” (4, Vol. I, Ch. 6). It is
possible to regard a normal sensory process as potentiating a para-
normal process, or to regard both normal and p ithological processes
48 working together in the potentiation of the paranormal. Or
perhaps it is best of all to regard these ‘distinctions between the
normal, the pathological, and the paranormal as very arbitrary and
ultimately unjustifiable distinctions. The most important thing is
that Mrs. Buterbaugh was in a special state allowing special types

£
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4, “happened. Secondly, Miss Mills, who had used this office many
5, yedrs before, had been concerned with choral singing

A
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of perception. To call any of these phenomena either pathological
or paranormal in no way helps to’explain them.

In discussing the case, we found ourselves moving rather rapidly
toward certdin ways of conceptualizing these phenomena, wlﬁg‘wﬁ
piece together and here offer very tentatively, but without apalogy,
as suggesting a way of combining a number of current dynamic
conceptions’ about psychical phenomena, We chose the title “Un-
finished Business’' beécause we wish to stress a common-factor
which seems to run_through several features of this curieus
case.

First, Professor Martin' ~had ‘come “to Nebraska Wesleyan

@S@@ , University a month prior to Mrs, Buterbaugh’s experience to work

‘én matters concerning choral singingiin which he felt the University

had something to offer, even to a distinguished specialist in this
field, and he had been assigned to the office in which the experience
ig. Third, in the
upper two right-hand shelves of the music cabinét; to which the

had been extending its right arm, was found a series of items
on choral singing from from Pergolesi, and from Thomas
Whitney Surette's “Concord Choral Arrangements.” Fourth, Mrs.
Buterbaugh had been sent h_',;l Dunh Dahl thdll: mnthrm'chng tulmmpletc
some arrangements apparen aving to“do wi oral singing,
but Professor Martin was nﬂtytherc. here is'a-firm theme to ﬁ:Ei
‘samething (indeed, something having/'to do‘with the integration of

/male’ voices, or male and female vaices togethér), which pu
“s, could not'be completed by any of the three persons mmlvecfm

/. ‘minds were concerned with the same themie,

<y, This conception is very strongly reminiscent ‘of, Whately

Carington’s conception of a psychon system, or a cluster of related
ideas  binding, together different minds which contain similar

psychons (2)., The point'which Carington repeatedly stressed is that
classical association theory, binding’ ns together, is useful‘in
psychical research if we/do notoinsist on the concept of an ego
anchored firmly in time-and place; as competing with another ego
and se ing itself from the psychological activities of all other
egos. thu,itwiﬂhermlgd.ﬂmu ington thesis is that
associations form as easily between A's mind and B's mind as they
do between two parts of A's mind; and that the possession of a
common item or cluster of items (which Carington called a “K-
object”) is the seed of a telepathic process of communication. It

would appear to be siiple, then, to put Carington’s theory to work,
saying

t the three legs of the tripod on which Mrs. Buterbaugh’s
ceis erected all’have to do with unfimished business, some-
thing which must be found, and all have, in fact, to do with uns
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finished business of a specific sort, namely, choral arrangements for
male and female vmmpeﬂ s

Incidental to such a thesis, various psychoanalytic conceptions
might be brought in: First, a male figure is obviously d to
comiplete the picture and is perhaps provided by Mrs. Buterbaugh’s
fiwareness.of a man’s “presence” at the desk: Secord, a véry short
female figure (Mrs. Buterbaugh is only five feet tall) reaches up (see
phnpqgnphz to indicate the extended upper-reaching activity of the
tull figure of Miss Mills, as if the effort to reach were central. From
thig point of yiew, the three contemporary minds—those of Dean

, Professor Mﬂﬁd Mrs. Buterbaugh—are all striving to
complete a pattern 80 t0 speak, drag into their efforts the
timcﬂu or other-time-related efforts ‘of ME Mills to find certain
material having to dowith’ chordl arrangements. It should, in-
cidentally, be noted again here that Miss Mills® died shortly before
9 AM. in the office across the hall after struggling through a bitter
wind to the C. C. White Building, and that Mrs. Buterbaugh
arrived at the building shortly before %a.;m. Perhaps this is another
psychological link.

Our first impression of the case was that its claim to paranormal
character lay largely in the authentication of a relation between the
woman's seen by ‘Mrs. Buterbaugh and the actual Clarissa
Mills who had made much use of the room in which the apparition
had appeared. It must be admitted, however, that our perspective
has changed considerably. The evidence connecting the apparition

with Miss Mills is ‘not entirely convincing. It is true that the
appearance of the figure from behind, ptm:::ﬁa.rly its height, hairdo,
and clothing, are easily reconciled with the impression that this, in

a certain sense, “‘was” Miss Mills; but in'the absence ‘of a view of
the face) it is hard to prove that this'was anything more than a

, n of a tall woman's figure. And it is not too remote a shot
to ‘suggest'that for a very short woman, as Mrs. Butérbaugh'is, to
sec a very tall female figure could be connected plausibly enough
witht some ‘sort of infantile memory in which a little girl saw it
tall (relative to her own size) figure of her mother, or indeed of
some mother surrogate. The re of the man was not even
identified, and cannot be given much weight.

On the other hand, if wé note that the initiation of the whole
experience by a strong odor is something strongly suggestive of the
ecommonplace olfactory aura initiating subacute as well as acute
convulsive attacks, and that these frequently involye disorientation
in time, interest naturally shifts to Mrs. Buterbaugh’s looking out

¢ We were hot succeasfial in our attempts to determine just what Miss Millyhad
Mﬁlm-ﬂ'hliﬁmmhmm.in last ‘weeks of her hife.
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the window and seeing the campus “‘as it was.” This aspect of the
experience may very well have been | and a clean-cut
case of retrocognition. It is also quite possible that Mrs. Buter-
baugh'had been thrown into a moment of orientation to the past,
and that this predisposed her to look at the campus as she imagined
it or heard it to have been. However, it would seem that the case
for something paranormal in the total experience is somewhat
stronger because of thie o Jof seeing the campus as it had been
long ago, and we dre inclined to shift attention somewhat away
from the apparition of’ Miss ‘Mills and somewhat more to the
retrocognitive aspect ‘of the case. 'We feel that retrocognition is a

Sc., reasonable classification of this experience, unlu.u'w the Carington
" theory (2) to include retrocognitive ‘experiences. We are less sure

that/ the dynamic interpretation-having to do.withthe choral
drrangements is a related clue. We do believe; however, that at this
in pur ignorance of such matters, it is legitimate to-speculate

1d to combine these speculations into a system. But this must not
be defended dogmatically, and its primary purposé is to guide in
the collection, classification, and interpretation of spontaneous
cases.

To return to the neurological aspects of the case, in The Varieties
of Religious Experience (3) William James vigorously took the
position that giving a neurological term to 2 human condition leaves
the question of its total meaning and  value,completely open.
‘George Fox's neurological difficultiés do not, said James, bear on

)/Oﬁ the spiritual meaning of his message, nor‘of the Society of Friends

4

/.. which heé founded. In the same way, we wish to affirm 6ur own
‘wonviction that there are many different approaches to human
© . nature and to human adjustment problems, and that the utilization

of oné approach never rules out the possibility that others may
likewise be useful: Z :
Specifically, ‘'we think, that there are indications in the neuro<
logical record, as well as in the psychiatric interview and inter-
pretation, of some trouble signs. Most of these would not in

themselves demand clinical attention, but those having to dﬂﬂ!:rilth
the occurrence of predormital sleep ’plnn.lyai: suggest that at times
there have been neurological problems of at least subclinical

interest. Moreover, they seem to be related to the paranormal

henomena with which our inquiry bﬁnﬂ As already mentioned,
tl::!mpnﬂ.l lobe difficulties of the sort indicated in the record are not
infrequently, related to disorientations in time such ‘as feelings of
“having been there before” (déjd vu) and, by implication, of
“olimpses into the past,” as suggested by the observations reported
here.

of the contact with the past which may have been involved in Mrs.

s-does not in’any sénse bear on the question of the reality,
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Buterbaugh’s perception of the apparition of the woman, the ‘sense
of the man’s “‘presence,” and, more significantly, the view of the
Nebraska 'Wﬂﬁyan University campus-as it existed some years
earhier.

The retrocognitive aspects of the experiénce, together with the
aura which initiated it, all mark it as being at least of great psycho-
logical interest; and by pursuing this vivid little thread rather than
tossing it aside, we may hope to lead with Ariadne to sométhing
néw and valuable. We venture therefore to suggest that whatever
mild patﬁnlogieu there may be in this case Jeave entirely open the
question of its paranormal features. The case may be viewed as
relatively “‘normal” or relatively “pathological’’ as far-as the neuro-
logical record is concerned. It may also be regarded as presenting
a “good” line of evidence for paranormal contact with the past, or
this evidence may be regarded as unconvincing. Our’purpose is not
to plead, but to lay bare for considération what seems to be 'some
rir.E sychical research material and some rich neurological material
which interdigitate and give meaning one to the other. For us, then,
the case as a whole, and not only its parts, remains “unfinished
business.”
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