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The ESP Channel—Open or Plosed?
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AﬁTMﬂ‘hﬁudmmmmmmu Lththi
;same targets: four coldmns each con mmrrﬁwnnmnponcudl lnid fage
down on the floor.The subjects worked at
th:h*mumun m&ﬁflﬁn ters; they were unaware of the other. Both

ﬂum:theﬂmuuﬂliﬁi’mrmnmﬂ.m&

- EXperimen
mmdlmth mhjm mﬁngm thié eolumns did not depend on the distance of
experimenter from the columns,

£

INTRODUCTION

The ESP channel may be defined as that part-of the ESP process
which extends outside the boundaries of the percipient’s organism
and links him to>the person or object perceived. “Within the
p-:rmplmx, further processing of the ESP information takes pl;n:r:‘
as it is transmitted fo awareness. The channel enables the p-m:tpu:m
to perform, remarkable/feats’ of orientation in unknown territory;
e.g., distinguishing dmrmymnct targets halfway around the world
from billions of other existing objects (8),

Despite this precision of ‘erientation, asoa rule only a small
fraction of the desired information actually gets transmitted. It may
be that much of this information loss-occurs in the channel; that
the ESP channel is a “leaky” one. I the Osis, Turner, dnd Carlson
long distance experiments (8) one ible source of information
loss incthe channel was identified: the influence of persons in ‘the
vicinity of the

Thefe is much anecdotal evidence for this sort of effect; e.g’;
that' the presence of aggressive, skeptical persons suppresses ESP,
while thu presénce of warm, lm:ptmg persons facilitates it. A
differential eéffect between two experimenters (Es), Pratt dnd
Price (9), was shown in‘the, 1930s. Woodruff and Dale (14) found
indications that E's temporiry state of mind could affect subject
(:S) scoring.

In these studies, Es interacted directly with Ss, and the effects
could have been due to S reaction to sensory cues. However, in
am experiment by West and Fisk (13)0£ effects occurred despite
‘the fact that it-was conducted entirely by mail. Total S scoring was

Lg!lnﬁtm.'n’t‘ ‘on targets prepared by Fisk, the more genial and out-
gmng of the two Es; and not on targets prepared by West. In

£

Instructions sent to them focused.

ter. Correlations of e:lpﬂnnt:.g Q,

3

hese—changin
4”‘%0 ;hﬁugml—-shuuldhcr:ﬂemdmthcmuumufm
‘on a’variety of measures. The third, the introduction ‘of
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‘another study, Feather and Brier (2) found £ effects across the time
barrierin, recognition tests: Scoring depended upon which E did
the also upon which one the Ss'expected to do the
chee }mﬂ,ﬁg social psychic effect.
" In afew &pemnents voluntary influence on scoring was uiﬁd.
: Bateman(] 1) Hiad telepathic agents work either in corjunc-
ﬁﬁ-dmg(thﬂ same targets), or in opposition (sending differeéi

hﬂh cofiditions” apparently chose one agent “and

%

inmm tible wﬁh Ss wish for!8's suceess or failure in a clair-
m test. A wish for failure by an {m:um]mub!: person resulted
scores.

c;’l Hsuhur last two distance :::pcnm;nm {8), a tmvcler (T') took the

‘to their stations and remaitiéd with them’ during/the ESP

Ss had been given psy:humctrm objects from him, and

h and description. They were instructéd to reach the

from their homes, using the psychometric ahjects. aJl..lll'ut:uugh

Qim.a. a clairvoyance one, the T"s moods during the sessions

a,;enféﬂ to affect S scoring. A similar effect was. found

a small-scale exptnment at the A.S.P.R. (1), where RK.0.
‘sat with the targets,

What part of the ESP system might be affected by the moods of

& person near the targets? Since thé distanice experiments used

tests, we can climinatée the possuhﬂit:; that the target

n itself was affected. The rémaining alternatives are an

%
Of"in%fmyﬂn the channel or on Ss’ interpal ESP processing.

on the distance experiments, it'was suggested that

ﬁlﬁnwﬁ%n%ﬂtmm possible types of meod influence/on the
wo of t g the noise level or ng the

ion, should“result in a shift of scoring from

i

lacements.”
Rather than influencing the channel, the mood of a n with
mmmm-ﬂm&';wm ing if S8 encountered

the n and his mood by-ESP; and reacted to this. If so, it is
that the total amount of ESP scoring would be affected,
the authors gave reasons why it seems more likely that in the
t the direction of scoring=-to psi-hitting or
-mn&m be changed. Smnnglh:fm:l to pm—hm:mg if Ss
T in'a positive mood, and to if 7°s mood was
lendmhpunpim;mt“/ﬂn the basis tlu: results it was concluded:
“Our I,@umﬁm impression is that gating is more affected by T's
moaod, ctfl'n: amount of psi information” (8, p. 280).
Bj’fomm.ﬂa'atﬂnhuﬂmtﬂeﬂwhdmﬂdusuchm

other. Schineidler(10) had persons rated as compatible
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encounter more likely. Research on®influence of task-set, or

Aufgabe (3, 12), and on incidental learning (4) indicates that Ss are
little concerned with peripheral stimuli;i.e;, stimuli on which their
attention has not bﬂn Fu-r:uned by instructions ofr cother means,
A berter test of whether persons nt:r clairvoyance targets produce
channel effects on scoring would feature a person unknown to Ss,
whose presenice they did not expect.

The experiments reported here featured two Es present withithe
’m:mng the ESP sessions. One of them (M.L.C.) was

to'Ss; they had nio contact with her and were notinformed
that she would be with the targets during the sessions. For pt
of comparison, the other (K.O.) took role previously filled by
the traveler in the distance experiménts, and served as the focus
of Ss' attention. If K.Q. was able to exert a mood effect on scoring,
it would give some indication that the’ESP channel is a closed
system, not susceptible to the influence of persons near the targets,
and that his mood effect was probably thﬂ result of Ss' encounter
with him and took place in their processing of the ESP information.
An effect by M.L.C. on scoring, wherju:rurnulI{ﬂ had such an
effect, would give some indication that the channel ftself is open
to the influence of persons near targets. The two Es did not awitch
roles because K.O. was already well known to the Ss.

The ‘physical arrangement of the targets (four columns of
postcards on the floor) enabled a‘test of the role of short distance
in such mood effects. KO, sat nearest the first column and M.L.C.
nearest the fourth, so we tested t!mmlmnmlup of scoring on these
mlumm,.uwnllututﬂl ESP , to-the moods of both Es. The

to affect the channel may be limited to a few feet around the
m:ind this could be linked with the tradition 6fan auraextending
at most only a few feet around the body.

ProcEDURE

The experiments in which the above hypotheses were tested also
served the p 2 of screening Ss for a later long-distance
experiment. The procedure followed closely that described for
the preliminary tests in the report on the Dun and Turner long-
distance experiment (7).

Ss were ASP.R. members who had/~olunteered in their
membership questionnaires to take part in research;-and other
interested persons known to these members and to the staff. There
wéﬂlﬂ?SﬁmE!pﬂtmcntIlﬂm IT,“and 49 in
E ML, Ss first completed severaldifferent, ESP) tests

ome for practice; Targets were five types of nature postcards,

Y

The ESP Channel—Open or Closed? 313

Next they got impressions, from their homes, of the order in which
the sanie target cards were set out in K.0.'s office at the AS.P.R,
Targets were laid out face down on the floor in"four columns of
:;;ﬁy-ﬁw cnrﬂb,e:di “Closed decks” were used; i.e., there were

Q/,l,

numbers of each type of target in each column. M.L.€

mﬂqgmédtht targets and usually set them out.
E: 'l@&c, told that K.O. would he sitting in his office during 4

5y Imud and thlt ﬂ'q, could hegm making their calls at

by ch § was given four index cards

9hy ’w.zt:h K.O. had mm:d mth him for some time, and was instructed
s

5. to use them in reaching the four target columns, Ss were told that
0. would not act as a sender, but that the psychometric objects

cards) from him would aid their ESP in reaching the targets,
also received a picture and a brief biographical sketch of

A fﬂpth K.O. and M.L.C. rated their moods dunng the séssions
“/ once ‘per_hour, on four scales on the dimensions of Relaxation,
Vitality, and Freedom from Anxiety. These: scales .are
reprinted.as scales 4, 6, 7, and 8 in Appendix I of the reportion the

last distance znts (8). Ss also completed a ten-item question-

‘98 naire about their moods and task attitudes after finishing their
y ESP task; the results will not be reported here.

% It was planned to carry out two nts of four sessions

“ay gu:h (Ss usually took part in only one Mnn}’ However, K.O.
o, ??HE to come to his office for the third session of Experiment
g 1 that session, one set of targets was hud out at his home,
S0P M.L.C, sat with another set of targets in identical order at

[ /)@ “his office; Data fmm that session were analyzed separately, and it
w ‘designated Experiment ITI. There was a different target order
@l:h‘ﬁl:ﬁl; nfhun, for Experiments I .'I.I;:Il I mm was d hﬁ

num 1o minimize 1ble stac effects. In
MMHL a ;h&lmtﬁbct would bepmmure likely to distort the

Sversl] level of ESE raththan éoprelations with independent
measures; only the latter are of interest here.

EvaLuaTion METHODS

«  As in the distance experiments, six ESP measures were used:
psi-hitting and, psi-missing scores for direct hits (0), forward
iluplm:mam {-H) and backward displacements (—1). The
tp_u-hrmngm r arun was its positive deviation from chance
no deviation from chance, or a negative one, the score
mmm the psi- score for a run was the nng'ltwe

d:nntmm Thie psi-hitting and psi-missing scores for the session

Q'C[
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were the totals of the psi-hitting IIH' psi-missing scores for the
four runs.

. Two kinds of correlational mﬂfm were, performed to relate £
‘mood scores to ESP scores, Pearson Product Moment correlations
»w;r:énmputed between E mood séores and S ESP scores for the
session and also for the first and fourth columns. A Stepwise
‘Multiplé’ Regression Analysis (SMRA) was also perfarmed, usin

only the ESP scorés for the session as a whole. SMRA fsdﬁm-ibed,- |

byMarﬁm{ 5); and is;also explained in the rtpni‘tnumuﬁm
distance: mtﬁ)ﬁMRAlmusdaﬂwnhthehuthn
K.O.'s and - MLC.‘ mood scores are intercorrelated. Inthis

ent, M.L.C's mood effects are of primary interest:
thaufurcKD'siﬁnndmﬁrﬂwﬁ:mmadmtu the analysis first
so that any overlap between théir mood effects would be attributed
to him. This gives a more. stringent test of whether M.L.C.’s
moods had any effect because it is quite possible that some of this
overlap was due to her moods.

ResuLTts

None of the total deviations from chance for each experiment
on direct ‘hits and forward and backward displacements mﬁ:Ihed
significance. was. suggestive sco in Experiment 4
deviation of +54/on direct hits (CR = 1.93, P = .054) and a
deviation of —52.8 on forward displacements (CR = 1.86,P = .063).

Table 1 gives the correlations bétween the two'E moods and the
total ESP scores for the three iments. The mood scores are
intereorrelated among themselves, as are the ESP scores; so it is
impossible to determine how many correlations between mood and
‘ESP scores would be ed by chance. In M.L:C.'s data, there
are twice as many correlations at the .05 level or above than would
be expected by chance if this difficulty were ignored {fuur times
as many correlations at the .01 level). Huwevcr, there is’only one
significant’ correlation in K.O.’s data. retations of the
results of these experiments must be mdt with caution. The
distribution of correlations shows some regu.lm? in the predom-
inance of M.L.C.'s mood effects, all but one of which are with
furwud displacements.! In Experiment H_I,u whm l‘.i'u: two Es were

~ N

£

V‘*Tﬁ&ehmﬁmﬁqumﬁmtiﬂmﬂ  of ‘the, corre-

lntions and whether psi-hitting or pu- f:““«““ dhphm-
‘Jlnr.nu. qurlitr rescarch we have come w0 )

nm-ﬂﬁnvuhbhmrhrdhblrw P the

measure sffected may vary. Our in wﬂﬂntlﬂult

" e subayktem of St fntefus} ESP processing, the “gating” mechanims{6; 906
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separated by twelve miles, it appears that Ss reached the targets
in K.O.’s office, where M*L.:ZP sat, ‘rather than the targets with
K.O. in his home,

Was each E’s influence stronger on the m:-‘.[umn nedrest him than
on the farthest column? Excluding K.O.'s data from Experiment
11, where he sat pcrpendmullr to the columns, we have twenty
significant correlations between E moods and ESP scores on the
. first and fourth columns (not reported in the tables). Twelve of these
mrrdlhmlre with scores for the farthest column, and eight
wﬂhamrﬁﬁmnﬂmnﬂmlum;m{hcﬂmmdcﬂﬁ&dmﬂm
a to operate only over a ‘very
me&a smnudamdMLC.ammd:d:dnnt
reach significance, but ‘were usually positive. Results from the
SMRA, which attributed all overlapping influence of the two Es’
moods to K.O., are shown in Table 2. M.L.C.'s mood effects
survive this test, with five significant'F ratios, one of which is at
the .005 and one at the .001 level.?

DiscussionN
anrquﬁnunnmwhﬁhﬂ:pmonuﬂnuwnm&hutnﬂr
to clairvoyance fargets can exert a mood influence on scoring, the
answer, as far 45 we can jud; &umthmdau.appurnnbe“yu"
Wtfmmdmdlﬂhumufs an effect in all three experiments, both
in the correlational and’ SMRA, results, T'is kind of mood effect
dmnutlppﬁuﬂheiﬁwwdhyditmﬂlfmfm

Our interpretations of how such effécts could oceur must be
tentative, especially as regards theé’ ESP”channel, about wm
Mnodxmgukmm Nevertheless, ‘we think it worth while to
make such interpretations as a first attempt at un:lmtlﬂding the
processes involved.

Although it is possible that M.L.C. :mud:m:ghth;ﬂnﬂmted
S8’ internal information processing as they reacted to’an ESP
encounter-with her, it seems less likely that they would encounter
in this way MLL.C. and not K.O., upon whom their attention had

w&ﬂﬂwﬁd the ind :%h. and was
-] other ar : “’IM.
were different Ss in each i lndlhl.l...l':.'i lhn the
ﬂnﬁlm WE:{ A P Z023). "

. to t = . =

o1 All ty values from the SMRA are sighs have
‘been. hthnFuﬁngtplhuﬂrﬂwdumufh /these were

/derived from the beta statiatic, which ia aleo produced by the SMRA.
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incidental stimuli in the periphery of ‘the visual field usually have
little influence on Ss' responses (4).1f this could be generalized
to the ESP situation, Lwanmhm l:hll;M.LC 's mood
affected the channel itself.? In retrospect, perha the traveler
mood effect in the long-distance éxperiments was also an effect on
thie ESP channel. ’

Why. did 'K.O.'s mood apparently not influence S scoring, in
_contrast to the results of the distance experiments? A possible post
Im:c:phnlnmwﬂut K.O. tried to k hummdnumnaum
(and fayorable) as possible, so that all Ss would havé‘the same
0 punum to score well and thus to be selected for the hter

om; roject, M/L.C. did not feel such a responsibility to keep

her m 1nvmudthaughlhgdldnntn-ymlﬁm.5mnng

The average SD of M.L,C.'s moods in the first two experiments was
1.30, as contrasted with .80 for K.O.

In Exp-l:rlmmt ITI, K.O.'s meods showed as much variability as
M.L.C. a,hutthcfm:t that S scoring correlated with her moods
and not with his may indicate that moré Ss reached the targets set
.«-_E“R .0.'s office than those at his home. In Experiment III, Ss in

ect had/conflicting instructions: they were to reach a certain
person in a certain ‘place, but the was elsewhere. If Ss
actually tended to' reach the correct place rather than the correct
person, this seems to contradict our conclusion from the distance
experiments that ESP, orientation is based on persons rather than
scanning an ared for landmarks. Hutmthcdmhnce experiments, Ss
did not know where the t w:r: far a particuluar run or
session; at most thqr knew the range o possibilities. It is also quite
pﬂﬂlhlﬁ that K.O."'s office might hﬂe l:ted like a psychometric
'I:I'b_]'l'.'l:t, impregnated with hu gaycha: influence, and might in itself

have served to elicit Ss’ ESP. If this oceurred, penﬁml rather than
geug'raphmll factors are still indicated.

An im n?r.ment on the present design would feature a person
in M.L.C.'s role who had no interest in the ex and little

periment,
knuwl;dge tbuut it. Although neither E tried to influence S
ible, It would be interesting
nder could produce, since

smnng, m llﬂﬂDllEClﬂ'llﬂ- attempt 18

mlcamth:hndufnﬂ’ﬂctatrue

3/
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it is this kind of influence which/might-affect nonexperimental ESP,
and also many experiments.

The experiments reported here illustrate an ‘approach to the ESP
channel, They, give some evidence that it can be affected by
intérested persons in the vicinity of the

Qr [/.

looks ‘as if the EEP channel is open to the influence of its sur-
roundings.
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