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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MEDIUMISTIC & 4
PHENOMENA. |

’ Tre Committee: on Mediumistic I’henomena has no definitely con-
cluded piece of work to offer. An account of what has been done
during the year, hﬂweven, with a few reflections, muj not be out
of  place.

Mro Glendower Evans's unumdy death, and Mr. T. W. Higgin-
son’s resignation, reduced the committee:to two members, — Mr.
M. J. Savage and ‘Dr. W. N. Bullard.~, The ‘undersigned, who, liad
resigned, joined the coimittee again in March. “We held no formal
meetings as a committee, but each did what work he had opportunity
for. Mr. Savage’s departure for Europe has made a report from him
impossible, although Le spent many hours in the service, with ‘results
which it is hopéd may gome day be completed and see the light. - Dr,
Bullard has no report-to make. :

My:-own time was chiefly divided between two mediums, —one a
trance-medinm, whom, at her request, I shall call Mrs. P, ; the other,
Miss Helen Berry, whose public ‘¢ materializing *’ manifestations are
reputed to be among the best of their class. S

Concerning Miss Berry, there is little to say, ~Test conditions
agam&t fraud are not habltlmﬂy offered at her ﬁg&fﬂ;ﬁ@ﬁ. ('Jn one
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ocefision” it was granted to Mr. ‘Savage to sit behind the cabinet;
others béing it front, whilst I explored it.after the medium’s entrance,

and found no’confederate concealed. A trap-door seemed out of the "

question. In a minuteé:two forms emerged from the cibinet. But
this was our first sitting, and for certain reasons weé cannot eall the
experiment satisfactory until wé-have an opportunity of taking part
in‘it again. ~ The real test of the Berry’'s genuineness is supposed’ W
be the reseitiblanee of the forms to deceused ‘friends of the sitters,
and the clidracter of what they say. A largé amount of testimony
can be collected from s1ttem as to the unmlsutknhlﬂ identity of the
forms with their dead wives, husbands, brothers, eté:

1 visited twelve seances;andtook with me, or sent, p(‘rsﬂunls friends
enough 16° have, in all, first-hand reports.of thirty-five visits, eribra-
cing sixteém or seventeen seances. <No spirit, form came directly to
any one of us, so we offer no opinion regarding the phenomena.

‘T'o turn to the much simpler and more satisfactory case of Mrs. P
This lady can at will pass futo a trance condition, in,which she is
i+ dontrolled ™ by a power purporting to be the spirit of a French
doctor, who serves as interifiediary between the sitter and deceased

frictds, 7+ Ths is the ordinary type “of ‘trance-mediumship atc the:

present day.” I have myself witnessed a dozen of her trances, and

have testimony at’ first’ hand from twentysfive sitters, all but one
of whom were virtually introduced to Mrs. P. bymyself.

Of five of the sitfings we have verbatim stenographic reports.
Twelve of the sitters, who in"“most cases sat singly, ‘got bothing
from the médinm but unknown namés or trivial talk. Four of thése
were members of the society, and of their sittings verbatim reports
were taken.

Fifteen of thevsitters were surprised at the cﬁmmunicﬂtlnna they
feceived, names and facts being mentioned at the first interview which
it seeémed improbable should haye been known to the medium in a
normal way, The probability that shé possessed no clew as to the'

sitter”s identity, was, I believe, in ¢ach and all of these fifteen nam, |

sufficient. But of ‘only one of them is there.a stenographie report ;
so that, unfortunately for the medium, the évideneg i her favor is,
although more abundant; less exact in quality than some of that
which will be counted against her. :

Of these fifteen sitters, five, all ladies, were blood relﬂth'es; and
two (1 myaelf being one) were men connected by marriage with the
family to' which they belonged. Two other connections of this family
are included “in the twelve who got nothing.©, The medium showed a
most startling intimacy with this family’s affairs, talking of many
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matters known to no one outside, and whicly gessip could not possibly

’lﬂ,&*ﬂ conveyed to her ears. The details would prove nothing to the

reader, unless printed in extenso, with, full<uotes ‘by the sitters. It
réverts, after all, to personal conviction. "OMy owp conviction is not
evidende, buf it seems fitting to record it. 1 am persuaded -l:;-l' the
medimm’s hopesty, and of the genuineness of ler trioge ol
although at firsl disposed to think that the ** hits** she madeCwere
either lucky coincidences, orthe result of knowledge on hér/purt of
who the sitter was'amd of his or“ler family affairs, 1 now believe’ her
to be in possession of wpower as yet vuexplained.

The most promising way Of investigating phenomena like this seems
to be that of learning a great’deal about one ** Subject,’”” who, of
course, ought to be a good specimen of the class. “Hitherto we have
heard a little about a great many Subjects. ‘Stenographic reporls
are expensive, but they seem indispensable for a’ conclusive dis-
cussion of the facts, They do away with doubts about the verncity
of the sitter's imruurf and they enable us to make a comparison of
different ﬂittlng.u, which, without them is hardly possible at all.  Ques-
tions arise as to the irvélevant fmes and facts which almost every
sitting to some extent /contaius,  Alre they improvisations of the
moment? Are they in themselvesaight dnd coberent, but addressed
to. the wrong sitter? Or are they vestigeg of former sittings, now
emierging as part of the nutomatism of the medinm’s benin? - A read-
ing of thie'stenographic reports already taken mikes it probable that,
for some of them at least, this Inst explanation is correet, ¢ Spirits ™’
orfginally dpipenringto me have appeared in the sittings ol athers who
kuew nothing either of their persons or their names,

What science wants-is & context to make the trﬂm:e-phammenn
continuous with other physiological and psychological facts.  Curions
to ascertain whether there weére continuity between the medium-
trance and the ordinary hypnotic trance, I made some ohservations
asl hoc upon Mrs. P. My first two attempts to hypnotize her were
unsuécessful. Between the second time and the thirdg 1 suggestod to
e 4+ Cotrol " in the medium-trance that he should make her a mes-
meric sobject for me. He agreed. (A suggestion ofthis sort, made
Ly ‘the operator inCene hypnotic trance would probably ‘haye some
effect on the next.) She became partially bypnotized'on theothird
trinl : but the effectOwas gooslight that 1 aseribe it rather/to the
effect of repetition/than fo the stiggestion made. By the fifth el
she had become a pretty. good hiypnotie subject, as far as muscular
plienomena and automatic fmitations of spéech and gesture go: but
1/gould not affect ber consciousiiess, or otherwisé get her heyond this
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point. Her condition in this semi- h_ﬂmmmﬁ is very different from her
medinm-trance. ‘T'he latter is characterized by igreat muscular unrest,
even her ears moving vigorously in n way impossibile to her in her
waking state. But in hypnosis her muscular relaxation’ gnd weak-
ness are extreme.  She often makes several efforts to speak ere her
voice becories audible ; and to get a strong contraction of the - hand,
for example, express niimipulation and suggestion must be practised.
The automatic imitations 1”spoke 6f are in the first instance very
weak, and ouly become strang dfter rulmtit.m-m Her pupils contract
in the medium-trance. Suggestions to'the *“Control ** that he should
make her recollect after the trande’ what she hud been saying were
‘seceptedd; but had no result. In the hypnotic-trance such a sugges-
tion’ will often make the patient remember all that has happened.

No signcof thuugllt-tmuuferenne ns tested by card sud disgram-
auessitig — hds been found in her, either in the hypnotic mndu.im.
just described, orimmediately after it ; although her ** Control’
the medium-trance has Said that he would hriug them about. ~So t‘nr
as tried (only twice), no right'guessing of enrds in the medium-trance.
She was twice tried with epistolary letters in the medium-trance, —
onee indieating the contents in a way rather surprising to the sitter ;
once failing. In her normal waking state she made one hundred
and tiwénty-seven guesses at playing-cards looked ‘st by me, —T

 soniétimes touching her, sometimes not.  Suit right (first guess)

thifty-eiglit, times,—an excess of only six over, the % probiable '
number of thirty-two,5—obviously affording no distinet, evidence of
thought-transferende. . Trials of the ** willing game,” and/attempls
at ﬂ.ulnmnth- writing, gave similarly negative results.  So far a8 the
evidenee goes, then, her mediwm-travee seems an isolated feature in
her psychology. This would ofOitself ‘be aa important result if it
gould be established and generdlized, but therecord is obviously too
imperfect for confident conclusions to be drawn from it in any direc-
tion. Being compelled by other work to abandon the subject for the
present, these notes are published merely as’a suggestion of /lines of
inguiry which others may be better fitted than myself to'carry out.

If a good trance-subject conld be obtained for the society-at the
outset of her or his carveer,cand kept from doing miscellaneous work
until patiently and thoroughly ebserved and experimented on, with
stenographic reports of trances, and ms much attention paid to fail-
ares and errors us to suecesses, I amOdisposed to think that the
results would in any event be of scientific value, and would be worth
thé spmewhat high expense which they nteﬂﬂnn]y/wmlltl entail. If

’El;ﬁ tngn@n of spiritualism would mutﬁlb:l.e muney for the thorough
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by any one thing eould be done, to bring about the ** recoguition *’
of trance-mediumship by scientific men.
As for the other kinds of mediumistic phenomena, ‘I have during

, the past year been very muclestraek by the volume of évidénee which
-can. be eollected in their favor, Hut the mere volume of evidenve is
of:no aecount unless it can be proved” that the evidence is likély to™
be of “the ordinary human sort, bad afd good mixed together in the”

usual proportion. - If it is possible that it is unusaally bad in guality,
the quantity of it is of little account. Now, that fhere are reasons
for believing its quality to be in these matters below the average,
no one familiar with the facts can doubt, Only the establishment
of one, oF two absolutely and coercively proven eases — of material-
ization; for example — will show that the hearspy evidenee for that
phenomenon may be apixed. And only then ¢an the volume of evi-
dence already ‘extant on’the subject be taken info acéount by one

5, ““sho has no direct pérsonal experience on which to rely.., The ordi-
~“nary- disbeliever rules out.all hearsay evidence in advancé:, The

believer accepts far too much of it; hecause he knows that Some of
it is good:, The committee of the society should first devote itself to
the very exact and complete study of a few particular cases. These
may consume much labor and time. But if, after studying them, it
should reach favorable conclusions, it would do vastly more to make
the vaguer testimony already extdnt influential with the society as a
whole, than it could do by diseussing such testimony now.

. “WILLIAM JAMES.

"
carrying out of any such scheme, they would probably do as much as” 4
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