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A CASE OF CLAIRVOYANCE.
(8 By William James. ’

The fnllnmng case of the recovery of the ]}D’d}" of a
drowned person in consequence of indications given by a
clairvoyvant, has been entrusted-to me for publication by ‘Dr.
Harris Kennedy, of Roxbury, a cousin of.my wife. It should
have been published in 1899 Dr. Kennedy (whose brother
/iz'.a,q staying at Lebanon at the time the events happened)
| g'nt the depositions of the witnesses while the case was still
lfot ; ‘and“delay has added nothing to the data for our judg-
ment.s

[ first ‘subjoin“the summarized account drawn up by Dr.
Kennedy.

Dr. Kennedy's Account.

On Monday, Oct. 31st, 1808, Miss Bertha Huse left’her
home at Enfield, N. H., at 6 A. M., before the rest of the
family had risen., “She took her way down the street toward
the so-called Shaker Bridge. On her way she'was seen by
‘Several people, arid by one person when she swas on the
l%ﬁdge Her family, learning of her absence, 'instituted a
pearcly for-her, and during thé-greater part of the day 150
men, more or’less, hunted the woods and lake shore in that
yicinity. 'This:search proving of no avail,-Mr. Whitney, a
nill owner of Enfield, sent to Boston for divers, with a suit-
Tfhlu outfit. A diver named Sullivan worked the better part
_of all’'Tuesday, and up to Wednesday noon, without success
{::i thedake.
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On Wednesday evening, Nov. 2nd, Mrs. Titus, of Leb-:,

anon, N. H., a village about four and one-half miles from
Enfield, while dozing after suppef, aroused the attention of
her husband, who was seated mear her; by her noises, and
extremely horrified countenance. ‘When  he spoke m. her
she failed to answer, and it was necessary, for him to shakr.:
her ‘before arousing her to consciousness. “When she was
conscious, the/first thing she said was, “ Why did you “lis-
turb ‘me? In a moment I should have found that hod,}r &
.-"ufre_r this she told her husband, “ If I behayve ver;,F pr:c:uli;irl-y
to-night, or cry'out, or seem greatly disturbed, do not on’any
account awaken mepbut leave me to myself.,” At some time
rlyrmg_ the night Mr. Titus was aréused by the screams of
his wife. He got up, lit @ lamp, and waited, obeying his
wife’s instructions. She, during a following interval, though
not awake, spoke in substance as follows:

" She followed the road down to the bridge; and on get-
ting part way acress it, stepped out on to that juttifig beam
wht_c:h was covered with white frost. There she stood un-
decided whether to/go into the water there or g0 up over
the hill to the pond. “While so standing, she slipped on the
log, fell backwards, and slid’ in uriderneath the timber work
of the bridge. You will fihd her lying,’head in, and you will
only be able to see one of hé¥ rubbers projecting from the
timber work.” 2

Farly i the morning, at her earfiest solicitation, her
husband went“te Mr. Ayer, an employee ‘of the Mascéma
Flannéh,Co., a1, Lebanon, and asked him for leave to absent
hi_msell' from the“mill that morning, in order to go with his
wife to the Shaker Bridge at Enfield. He then told My,
Ayer the story, substantially as above. Mr. Titus also told
the story to Mr. W. R. Sunderlin, as well as to certain other
persons, all in Lebanon, before he went with his wife to
Enfield, where he told other parties of this occurrence, and
asked M) Whitney, who had been foremost in the search, to
accompany him and his wife to the spot his wife'was deSirous
of investigating.” “When they reached the bridge, Mrs. Titas

pointed out a certain-spot where she said they wWould find T
the body in the pnsitim} as‘above mentioned. Mr. Whitney, //
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who was then one of‘quite acnumiber at the spot, senl a
messenger to get the diver who had been working in the
neighborhood of that spot on the previous days. On his
atrival Mrs. Titus pointed out to him the_spot where she
said the body lay. He said, “I searched there yesterday,
and found nothing.” She said, “ Yes, you se_arched there,
and there (pointing to certain spots), but you did not search
there, and if You go’down,you will find only the rubber of her
shoe projecting from the timber work.” To sansf_:,r her, he
put on his diving suityand‘went down at the spot indicated.
After a moment or two.the bannet of the deceased rose to
tlia surface, and shortly after the diver came up bringing the
bodv” The diver then said, “ T did not look in this place
vés{erda}n as the brush and debris Were s6 thick therf: that
T°eouldnot see; in fact, all I could feel of the body, was the
rubbér, projecting from the timber work."” | A
Mrs. Titus’ @randmother is said to have had a similar
power in her day, bt Mrs. Titus is not known to have made
any pretense of being a’clairvoyant, having never used her
trances for any pecuniary reward, or {E:r the sake of any
notoriety. On the day following, viz., Nov. 4th, Mrs. Titus

was 4ll.
Corroborative Statements.

Here folloiv the statements of several of ‘the persons
named in the'precéding story. They were written dawﬂ by
Dr. Kennedy fromtheir lips a few days aiter the occurrences,
read by him to ¢hem,/and signed by them as accurate;

Mr. Ayer's Statement.

On Thursday, A. M., Nov. 3rd, 1898, Mr. George Titus
feame to the Mascoma Mills. At about 6.15 A. M. he called
Mtz . C. Ayer to one side to tell him the fﬂ}lﬂﬂ"l!lg.:

“ My wife had three trances last night, in'one she caught
hold of mécand I tried to pull her away but could not. - She
then said, ‘T know where the girl is. I can find her: The
girl went on to the bridge and walked out on a log and then
walked back and forth, looking toward the hills. She
slipped off and went /down backwards. She did not intend
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~to commit suicide. You will find her in the mud, with ones

LA

foot out.

I, J. C. Ayer, have charge of the mill hands, and know
both the sister of the girl, Bertha'M, Huse, who was
drowned, and Mr., Titus. Both of them worked for me in
the mill;, This story, which I told Dr. Harris Kennedy on
Nov.010, 1898, is, so far as I know, a torréet statément of
what was told me by Mr. Titus.

( Signed) J. € AYER.

Mr. Sunderlin’s Statement.

Testimony in the/l'itus-case, given by W. R. Sunderlin, at o
Lebanon, N. H., Dec. 1st;, 1898,  The following is as told by
Sunderlin to Henry L. Briggs, Nov, 11th;, and corrected by
Sunderlin in presence of Sinclair Kennedy, Dec. 1st.:

On the morning of Thursday, Nov. 3rd, Geo. A. Titus,
who keeps a ‘horse in my barn, came into my harn about 3 :20,
and looking abotit;said, * What, are we alone here.. I want
to tell yofy something, but I don’t want any one to overhear
me, and you must say nothing of what T am going to tell you.
My wife has had'a trance, and declares she can tell where to
find the body of Bertha Huse, She says she is in the lake
(Mascoma) at the east side of Shaker Bridge.”

L naturally laughed at the/ideabut Titus stuck to his
story.“oT'itus told me that on coming upstairs after supper
(he lives invthe second story house), he found his wife sitting
i a_rocking chair, asleep but gesticulating. < e arpused her,
wherétipon she at once said, “ O, George, why did you wake
me. In a few minutes I could have told you where that ‘girl
1s. It I'go into another trance tonight or any other time,
don’t disturb me.”

They then retired for the night. Along towards 11 or 12,
Titus said he was waked by his wife's groans and mutterings.
When he lit a lamp, he found his wife in apparent spasms,
though ‘still asleep. While so asleep she declared that Bertha
Huse would?be found in the lake to the east’of the bridge,
lying head’down between two logs, her bodyv'covered. by mud
and brusly; but that one foot would be sticking up, on which
was a new rubber. <That'the girl first appeared to her (Mrs.

“4
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Titus) on the bridge. That she appeared undecide_d -.vfhet’;u:
to go in at the spot she was’on, oF irj;:m some point furth ;
down the bridge. That while standing on’/a im;t-;:nvﬁre ;
log with her back to the water, her foot slipped, and she wen

into the lake backwards. ™ _
Sunderlin continuing said; “1 told Titus, Well, George,

if vou and your wife féel this way, you better hitch up and gc;
out to the bridge. And if your wife th_mks she is then falu‘re u'
the spot, drive upto Enfield and see if you can get Whitney
' : in this.”
IIHE{‘:E?:-':: fi‘itm‘- came back later fn the day, he told me,
“ W hen we arrived at the bridge, she got out n[rlhe+buggi',':
nd walked along the east side of‘the hri_dge_.vlmz:!{'mg '|11tEﬂ.1i ¥
nto the lake. Suddenly she stopped, and smﬂ. George, s 14;
is right down there, between those two 1:::g55 She then go
into the buggy, and/,we drove to "*."s- hitney's house. Sog, :
Mr. Whitneycsmiléd, on hearing the story, bt u..emi 3
the lake with us. My wife went q|rﬂct13.:itu the spot hhz 1:?1-
pointed out to me, and’told Whitney, “ She 1s rlghi.r lown
there.” As her opinion could not be shaken, W ,{Iémfji
~ “Chrought the diver. The diver shook his head and szlu :
K - have been down there.” My wife said, “ No, you have been
ﬂv‘nwn there. and there, but not there.  She as headhﬂ:}wn
 in, themud, wfilh one foot sticking up, and a new subber on
- The diveraurned to Whitney, and said, "1 a_mdyunﬂn:lr
vour orderé/ sir.”~I'he’diyer went down at the spot in u:j.f .
In a minute the girl’s/hat came up. Shortly after the diver

ht up the body.
broug I (Signed by)

In presence of SiNcLAR KENXEDY.

W. R. SUNDERLIN.

* Mr. Titus" Story.

Sufiday, Oct. 3oth, 1898, Mrs. Titusy qi Leﬁbannm said to
her husband, “ George, something awful 1s going 1o h'aplznlen.
[ cannot tell you now what it is, but can L’:lh’:t‘ on.” "Monday,
Oct. 31st, just about 6.402\, M.. as Mr. Titus was leaving for

5 . . . 0 (L”
11, his wife said, ‘ That-has happene _
- :ltl nn::m Mr. Titus t6ld his’ wife that the Huse girl (a
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sister of the one drowned) had gone home, Mr. Titus re-
marking that her mother was perhaps ill, at least so some of
the people at the mill thought. She said, “ It is something
worse, I can feel it.” ’

Monday evening we heard the girl/was missing.

Tuésday, Nov. 1st, Mrs. Titus talked about the matter
and said, ““That girl is in the lake.” 2 :

Wednesday, Nov. 2nd, about 7.30 P. M, after having
washed her dishes, Mrs. Titus was in the rocking chajr. < Mr.
’I_‘:tus spoke‘to herothree¢ times in a low tone and the fourth
time loudly, and‘she woke up/ * George, why didn’t you'let
me be, in the morning I ¢ould have told you where the girl
lay and all about it.”

She then got up and walked abiout thé house before she
went to bed, which was between 8.30 and 9 P. M. After
talking a short time, both Mr, and Mrs. Titis fell asleep.

At 11 P. M (Wednesday) Mr. Titus woke her up. She
was talking in hersleep with the diver, and hit her Tusband,
saying, * She is not down there, but over here to the left.”
She begged her husband to leave her alone.

At 12,15 A, M/ (Thursday) she again went into a trance
which lasted until one¢ o’clock. . M¥., Titus lit a lamp and
watched and talked with her in very [oW tones: when ques-
tioned on this subject she would anSwer, but did not hear
about other things. 2

She said ‘something about cold, and Mr. Tifus said/ Are
yotcold, Nellie?" She said, “ Oh, Oh, I am awfully cold)”
This M#2 Titus'said referred to the drowned girl.

__After she came out of the trance at one o'clock slhe told
It Just as she had it in the trance. |

. In the morning she said it was her duty to go over to the
bridge at Enfield, and Mr, Titas asked Mr. Ayer to let him
off, which Mr. Ayer did. Mr. and Mrs. Titus drove in a
buggyto Enfield, leaving Lebanon at 7, taking alioyt an hour.

When about 5 or 6 rods on the bridge, Mes. Tifus called
out-to stop and, got out and walked over to a ¢ertain %pot,
and lookedover “and said, * George, she's down there.”
“ Nellie, are yousure? ™, She said, “ Yes."”

Then Mr. and Mrs: '/I‘itus drove to Mr. Whitney's house,
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where she told her story.  Mr/Whitney laughed, but said he
would come down,

Mrs, Titus returned to the same spot, and said, “ George,
she is down there.”

Mr. Whitney arrived a few moments later, ‘@bout 8:30 or
8:45. Mr. Titus called attention to the spot, and Mr. Whit-
ney said, © Walk down the bridge, and see if there is not
another placewhere she islikely to be.”

She, Mrs. Titus, walked down a little way, and came back
saying, * George, shelis right there:’ = She explained that she
could see the rubber just'as plainly as“while in her trance the
night before.

Mr. Titus says she located the spot inthe night, and that
he ‘could and did recognize it from hér/description,

After the diver came up with the body; he 'said he was
not afraid of the woman in the water, but of the one on the
bridge.

Mrs. Titus fightsiagainst these trances, as she is usually
ill for some time after.

The girl walked down to the bridge, and stood wondering
whether she would go there or over to the pasture. She
shpped and went down between the logs of the hridge. Went
down head first, and was buried in the mud, one foot sticking
out. “Diver-$gid just exactly as she said. Shecknew meither
the Huse girl norwas any acquaintance.

Her mother had the power, but wrote. Some dayscould
write nothing, and°then’again a great deal. Mrs. Titus has
no control over“the trance which comes on in spite of her
efforts to drive it off.

The above story which I teld Dr:, Harris Kennedy on

Noy. 1oth, 1808, is, so far as T know, correctly stated.
(Signed). GEORGE N, TITUS.

Mr. Whitney’s Letter.

Baltic Mills, Enfield, N. H., Nov. 15th;1808.
My Dear Sir:
There is very little thatd can add to the report which you
must have in regard to the finding of the body of Miss Huse.
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Mrs. Titus and h
" er husband called at o
mﬂiﬂmg’a.ﬂer the disappearance. my house the third
Mrs. Titus said she was positive she could locate the body

of Miss Huse in the Muscoma Lake, Tsvent down with her

it her husband to the bridge, Wwhich’ crosses the lake, should

say the /bri 1 1
unymf;ehi:;ii:lggetwas Erl]ﬂ eighth of a mile long, we walked along
€ together, arriving at a poi
, ; omnt about thr
ters way-acrossthe brid ¥ the S oa
ge. Mrs. Titus said, this i ‘
she pointed to-a place i Ao AL i
e n the water where she sai body
T ‘ ce said_the bod
:;lullil;.;; Lﬂu]“d.; We secured the diver, and he went d;:i
ed thebody exactlyras Mrs. T
Thers is eatls oe. y rs. I'itus had before said.
: rery little that I can add, Mrs. T i
e e tle the , Mrs. Titus certainl
g about thé circumstancés
' : 8,48 she had not be
in the town for two or thre€ years previous. The di\*e:'l;

Yours truly,

(Signed) GEORGE WHITXEY.

Mr, Sullivan’s Statement.

[H(}Ei::;hz]rst.(;i?%& I;hf]' diver, Sullivan was seen by me

1. Ko V] and the following “drawn up af

with him. He signed it 6 o e i
L 1 e n Dec! 1st, at)the 1

Bowditch Club,* at Hotel Nottinghan, ,Buﬂti:n:““"ng e

Sullivan’s Statement.

= Nov. 21st. 1898_, Mr. Sullivan, the diver “in the, Enfield
.;] uﬁ:.t;vas zan. at Sithpson’s dry dock, in East Boston, Bein
stioned in regard to th ' Li '
il Emry:g e finding of Miss Huse, he told the
e Mla;-.;as emﬂﬂzyed ;.1}" the Boston Towboat Co., to search
oma Lake. | went upat 7.10 Mond o

thed : .10 ] ay from Bosto

E‘?{EI:]E{! .::It r-ugllt. and spent the greater part of Tuesday anr:.i
ednesday, Nov. 2nd, from 10 A. M. until 3:10 P. M., in

sedrching’ along the Shaker Bridge.

idea of diving, We had given up the

and I telephoned to Boston for powder, intend-

* The Bowditcl ¢ :
the Harvard Mﬁ:ifmltél:‘%c::plaﬁg oD ol isistants and
enment. Dr. Kennedy was g

yvounger 1nstructor
bo meet for 1 enliah
1 . purposes of profession: )
witg at the Time such an :\xssi:_-:t;ml.l:II nm:v;nhght-
; ]
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ing to go down by the early morning, train and have the
powder meet me at Union Station; and take the next train
up, having about 20 minutes in Boston; and return with the
powder. In the morning, before I could Teave Enfield, Mr.
and Mrs. Titus drove over from Lebanon and ¢alled on Mr.
Whitney. Mr. Titus told Mr. Whitney the story of his wife's
trance, and saidothat altho he did not take much stock in it
himself, he fély that’'on heraccount he ought to tell Mr.
Whitney about it;’simply to satisfy his wife. Mr. Whitney
laughed, and said that/he didmnot take any stock in it, and at
the same time sent for mes, Weall went to the bridge, and
Whitney told me that altho he did not hdave much faith in it
limself, he felt that there might be people in the village who
did. and a¥ leng as we had started to/do 41l we /could to
recover the boidy, we ought at least to give this woman a
chancé.o, 1 said, thdt:the villagers up there thought that the
missing girl had eaken to the woods, and therefore they ‘had
had searching partiesywhile 1 was dragging the lakeybut T
told him that 1 was thére, waiting his orders, my business
was to find the body, and I ‘was willing to do anything that
ke said, adding at the same time; that I did not want to be
made a fool of by going down in a variety of places that she
might point out along the bridge. He said, *“ Np,’ that she
simply/wouldpick out one place, and he thought thédeast we
could o was té’go down at the place she picked out, and that
would satisfy the villagers.

Mrs. Titus walked along the bridge, and came’to a Spot
and said, “ This looks like the spot I saw in my trance,” then
after a moment's hesitation she said, “ No, not exactly,” and
walked a little way along and stopped at another point, and
said. “ This looks very muchymore like the place that 1 saw
last night.” She stood there loeking oyer the rail of the
bridge from 20 minutes to half an hour. At last-she said she
was stire that was the place. I asked Mr. Whitney what I
should do/ and he said I had my suit, and he thought I‘had
better go down in that spot. 1 took a guide line with sinker,
located the spot from the bridge, threw the sinker over some
little way from the bridge, as‘near as possible to the spot she
pointed out. I then placed the ladder, and put on my suit,
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and went down. Mrs. Titus had told me the body was lying;
head down, only one foot with a new rubber showing, and
lying in a deep hole. I started down the ladder, which ex-
tended about five feet under the water. When I swung off
‘the ladder I went sideways and thémwturned.  As I struck the
crib“wark, 10 feet below the ladder, Icturned,to face the
ladder, and my hand struck something. , I félt of it; and it felt
like a fopt. 1 stopped short where I was:<«it is my business
to recoyver bodies in the water, and I am not afraid of them;
but in thiscinstanice I was afraid of the woman on the bridge. \
I thought to myself;* How/ can any woman come froni’four %
miles away and tell.me 6r anyather man where I would find
this body?"” T investigated and felt of her foot, and made
sure that it was a body. "She wis lying’in a deep hole head
down. It was so dark that I could not see anything. I had
to feel entirely. I pulled her out, carriedher up till I could
get the light from above, and then arranged her clothing by
laying her/put’on the crib of the bridge. When’d had her
laid out on ‘the criby, I reached out for my guide line, but
found I could not pull it/up. I had to take out my knife and
cut it as far as’I couldcreacls;, and then I tied the line under
her arms. The lin¢ wvas simply g clothes line, (6 thread).

~ I'then came up and asked for Mr. "W hitney. I said, “ She
i5, down there.” Mr. Whitney said,“ I know it.” I thought
_.Mr. Whitney had been convinced pretty, strongly. He said
it-turned out that when I pulled her'out of the héle, her hat
came off and'rose to the surface, and Martin, who worked
the pump for me, came near getting into tréuble by being
pushed off the bridgeé/syhen the hat appeared on the surface,
because the peoples rushed for the side of the bridge.
Fortunately he was not pushed off.

We had a man there in a little skiff, who pulled her up.
Mr. Whitney asked me what I thought of it, and I told him
I'did not think, I was stunned.

Lhere are two statements which Mrs. ‘Litus -made that
are absolutely correct. She located the place where Twas to
go'down palso told me that the body was Iying, head in,5ih a
deep hole, with one foot sticking up, with a new rubber. T

was down in about 18 feet of water, It was so dark/nobodv
: A
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could see anything down there, She, must have seen thz
body as it was lying, because she described the position, and
/ she had already pointed out the place L was to go {l-::r:;rn. an_t
iobody could have known who had not seen the t;{u ¥y ".1.5; l[
was Iv'ing on the bottom. If you ask me how: she ne;vli 3
don’t know : but/if you ask me if I believe in 1t, why, A m\.l;
been convincedbagaiist my will. If my best friend i};’nl to
me. 1 shouldhave thought he had seen a ghost. Buti Tvar
have a similar case and.can’t/find the body, I shall introduce

. i s Titus and she will find 1t :
Bieparine- e 1 V{Sign:uj MICHAEL J. SULLIVAN.

Witnesses:

Maynard Ladd,
M. A. Potter,

[4ngdon Frothingham,

Alired Schaper, Alfredo W. Balch,

E.cW. Taylor, » H 5. Hewes,
+C : Allen H. Cleghorng oy
%nc:i.ﬂﬁ;-:ﬂc?‘if Magrath, Harris Kennedy, William James.

Mt Sullivan was cross examined at thf: Bowditch Sﬂcl;ef}*
meeting, wheré¢,chis story being read to him, he ::nnﬁrm.e n:?i
in the presence of the witnesses whose names a? SIg oo
above. I add some details from _the stenographic n}? e
taken on that evening, and from additional information there

v r. Kennedy. .
g“?.l?hz}rhﬁdge was a straggling structure between an engl}ii:l;
and a quarter of a mile long, urigu'fally made by building cni ::E1
on thé ice. These sank when the ice melted,/and were _;:rmc 1
by timbef, Hardly any current exists; the water1s r‘.liar; ; an:i
great quantities of debris and brush have c:nlle:':te-: in ang
about the erib work. It was absolutely impossible .tiﬂ isee;
from above either thebody, or the place w.vhere‘the body at}lr.
The detail of the Indian zubber shoe f:thuugh it dc!:ils to :1 f:
impressiveness of the narmli_cm) isupimportant evi ent;aﬁ ;t
Dr. Kennedy says—" The“girl was called by hfr p::lreinheen
about eight o'clock on the Monday morning.. t:.-he! 3:1 e
feeling poorly and HLEF ]Imc! lellzlimrrq ileegh They found ¢

and had taken her rubbers. .
had.ﬁﬁﬂ;:lf- past 6 on that mnrnitlg_ it appears that ‘_‘dlha hl:u:k:;
smith’s wife,” who was in a position to set the bridge; saw

woman upon it. This blacksmith's wife was not intervit:arg:d
by Dr. Kennedy. Thediver had spoken with her. This is

what he reports.
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Q. Was she an intelligent sort of woman?
A. She seemed so. ,
(). She didn’t say she saw the woman fall over?
»,A. Noj; she said she saw her‘on thé bridge, or thought

it was her. She saw some wonman thiere. TPhat was all she
could saw.

¢ Critical Remarks.

The Scientific intérpretation of the case is three-fold ==

1. The footprint-theory, - It appears that there wasa light
frost on the fatal Monday morning, and that the footprints/of
the girl were traced from her house to the bridge and there-
upon to a distance unrecorded. “One of the gentlemen at the
Bowditch Club said: “ I think that the case is tremendously
weakened by the fact that those footprints. were seen, and by
the fact that people saw her on the bridge. T you can prove
that she was seen at a certain point on the bridge before she
disappeared;/it 1s fiot a difficult coincidence to imagine that
she fell in‘at a certain point ; and that would surely have been
described to Mss. Titus. It.is conceivable that the woman
who saw her on the bridge, knew‘, Mrs. Titus. Some people
have a power of observation avhich others have not. Mrs.
Titus, with a particularly acute power ofobservation, might
have learned something which others did not.”

If this means that footprints and. thezblacksmith’'s wife
furnished to'Mrs. Titus data which the latter'scacute powers,
either of magination or observation, completed, into/an
accurate vision of the corpse’s position in the water, it Seems
almost as great a mental miracle as “ clairvoyance?, The
footprints had evidently not led to any spot on the bridge
that suggested the girl's having stopped there, for the whole
town, knowing of them and in’spite of them, was searching
the woods; and if they had even indicated one side of the
bridge as the more probable side, why should®he diver have
been allowed to search both sides, as he did ow)the Tuesday and
Wednesday? "“When asked whether he conld ‘g6 back now,
and pick out the spot on the bridge where the girl fell off, the
diver replied: <1 don’t think 1 could pick out that spet.”

£
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swers are from his Cross ex-

The following questionsoand an
€/ amination.

2’

t
Q. How should you know that spot from the one nex

= o ‘
i It—‘; If there wasn't an}'thing connected with 1t, 1 could

ick it out, hardly. L
= Il; the dive:', whao/had been there, felt so uncertain

T ~curately
ceems still [ess likely that Mrs. Titus f_:m_lln:i have accu 3
iound the spot by.a bare hearsay description.

o/ second naturalistic theory :—Mrs.

2. This leads to th ent. Tike the blacksmith's

| ve wi the accid
Tiius may have witnessed , _ i
wife. ahe may have happened to be near the bridge a

- . bly went
fatalhout, and seen what hap[;mmd' b}?eltk’:ﬁ;gﬁi(ﬂi L::rp the
shand’'s compheit}
home. and with her’ 1lm : cited Gut.thespot.
> hursday morning poited
trancestoryyand op 1 ' rilv then be-false,
¢’ alibi her would necessarily
The husband’s’ alibi of : : ory. ‘Ma.
and would prove him an ag;::nmpll‘:ﬂ u:‘l :lhmfat:-.htf' H?E& but
Sullivan’s remark on hraying it propountc ?l‘h: body on the
how could she then know the exact position of the Dod]
bﬂ”ﬂﬂ'l.‘” : . - is the ﬂ{ld I_IEIH.}" l.lI'I.t“
Another point against thib Hheony Titus. if she had a
Thureday morning. Why should Mrs. ‘1itus, siven the
E'rﬂ;rse_ﬂcaire to win fame as a clairvoyant, hav?ﬂid
ﬂiver two, freedays n which to find the body ana .

intending to commit suicide,

] ' ? tion. 4o

might have confided/ the autention and the mode .Inf ri.i'e::p&rs
‘ ither di . 6r through her sister, who, Ars,

Vrs. Titus, either directly OoF Sapreas
ix{::rrked at Lebanon, and was prc}ba_iﬂ}r known tnnI;er,i mfl;mb_
This third hypothesis is Pﬁ}'cliu],qgcal,l.}; e'i en n:} e IR
.ble than the two others. Against, ?I tf;r:l:ac e aith
i ' act of the precision ol t8 :
anations, stands the fact o | : e

1:lli:‘,:v::u::l:i«:m to the diver. Here are some passages from tl

‘s cross-examinationi— . _ o igel
o Q. You think that Mrs: Titus pointed to almost

3
exact spot where the body was fl:ll.ll:ld.. 1
" A I know she did, Tiit wasnt for h

not have been found.

3. Finally, Bertla Huse,

er, the body wotild




O
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Q. You say it was too dark for you to see?

A. It was total darkness. It is light water, but the erib
work cuts off the light.
Agam:—

€). 'You found her with her head down and feet up in
almost the éxact spot Mrs. Titus indicated ?

Ay I'vmght say to an inch.

/

Mr. Sullivan's mind seems to have been quite “ stunned,”
as he expressed’it, by the unicanniness of such an exact'and
immediate verificatiom, “* "When b put out my hand it came
up against something that felt like*a foot.,” . . . “If
I had come across the body the day before, or the first day I
was there, | would have thought nothing of it. 1 would say,
“ All right for Boston tonight, 1 guess.” But when I came
across her, and/felt out what it was, it did actually stun me,
and in placeé’of paying attention to the body, I did so to the
woman overhead; that’picked out the spot, and the way she
said it lay. . ¢ Ithought of that, about this Mrs. Titus!
I said I never believed i anything like that! Then I com-
menced to haul her up@fter 'Dsettled that part of it. I had
been positive 1 would not find the hody. I had been mad
becanse T would have to go down beécausecpf this woman
saying, “there is the spot where the‘body 18"

It was evident that the exactness of/the description was
the striking thing:for Sullivan. He was mterrogated as to
whether the position of the body tallied with“Mrs. ‘Titus’
account of the way'the girl fell over backwards. The body
stood vertically, head downwards, in a hole in the cribwork.
He thought that a sudden dive backwards was the best
explanation of its being caught thus. * She was lying feet up
and head down. She was straight up and down.” *“1I take it
a,woman drowning herself, jumping over feev first, the air
would get under her clothes, and she would drift/around a
little. wavs; /. but if a woman goés backwards, she
will settle quicker.” - Bodies that have drifted; as a‘general
thing, lie horizontal.”

It was plaiwenough that neither of these three naturalistic
explanations has the least plousibility. A reader to whom the

A Case of Clairvoyance. 235 ,,

i85 ] tter
hypothesis of clairvoyance 1S ]ml:;?ﬁ:;]intagf f::gi;}:mea |
1 jon
lain the case as a Very excep on !
iz?nciden:e. I should unhesitatingly do, this myselt; 1 ;v;rr-
cognate cases rarissini. But the recart_:ls of supemnrné e
sh?: of varioustypes and grades which the F[‘-D:.::t m,ﬁakg
the S. P. R. are more and more abundantly puhé:s ;;g, Ther;
s 16 " tentific ¢ non-possumus’ absurd.
i+ seems tolane, the s¢ientific * non possum : )
llts s:n almost 1denticak case for instance, 1m \Folj T[‘ p.gﬂifm
where the corpses of twa drowned huT}rs named as-:l h'rﬂugh
found in Cochihuate Lake, riea(r I\an;:k. :.::1551:1 Bt
irecti ' r ¢lairvoyant na : .
directions given by a Boston oyRat ‘
See'dlso a similar case uan. 3%0 q:ttl; :::;ﬁ;;‘llt;n;: s
My own view of the 1itus cast, quetitly. i
i 1 ] ' ihe admissionopf a supe
decidedly solid document i favor of ' i 4
:afnﬁl fﬂi‘ﬂfh’ of -seership—whatever prec¢iser meaning may
later come to/be attached to such a phrase.
I conclude by appending a notice tzﬂ.at appe?fg in I‘f;h:i
Granite State Free Press, of Lebanon, N. H., ﬂfnth : d?i;qngd
vember 11th, 1808, and a lettér from a sister ©

girl, received by me quite recently.
“ Card.
/

& Phe people of Enfield and adjoi: g on-
tanenu]:‘:;;ﬂ? :an?ie to otir relief and assistance by words of syn)

pathy and kindly dngd generous acts during the!!zngﬁs:ish ﬂinu[:-
nights of terrible anxiety and suspensc, ath;:ut; I.;g1 e
our dear daughter, Sister, and “niece; to t 1:1I e
man, George E. Whitneéy, who so -genet.'uuis E::; B
.ssistance by personal effort am’ll qthtrw::iae, 5 meéns b
wrhu vn]uﬁtaril}r can]e’l :’JD (:.Er ?ﬁi:?;?;!:;f“ﬂfﬁ?] T‘E I.IH-'E-T.‘E'I'iDl‘IS
efforts had failed, and by the . 1 g ol e
but we believe a God-given power, ;estg_t.waﬁ e P
where the body could be found and where 1 ki S
the funeral director, the hearers and 5mgtra,l* e o
who came from a distanceto attend the _{unera ; L
* ‘buted the beautiful flowers; we wis ¥ ;
:::::'e?s}:::rcach and all, our deep sense of gratitude and heart

oining towns,who S0 Spor-

~
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felt thanks for this manifestation of their friendship. The
memory of this will always be treasured by us.

(Signed) . MR. & MRS. EDWINE. HUSE
LEONA E. HUSE.
MR. & MRS. GUY E. HUSE!
MR. & MRS. L. D. DUNBAR.”

Enfield, N. H., April 2nd, 1907.
Professor William James,
Cambridge, Mass.
Dear Sir ==

In reply to your Ietter of recent’ .date received by my
mother, I will simply say—we have never had any reason to
doubt that the-facts of the case you referred to were cor-
rectly stated in the papers at the time of the accident.

We do not attempt’to explain, Mrs. Titus’ part incit, but
do know she performed a wonderful act for us, for which we
shall always be very thankful. We have no reason to doubt
either Mr, or Mrs. Titus’ statements in regard to it.

In regard to your criticisms, am quite sure if you had been
here yvou would not have advanced them. .

.We, have not seen Mrs. Titus for several years, 'so ‘can
tell you nothing about her,

I judge by your letter that you haye the facts of the case,
so you will excuse,me if I write nothing mere—as it is far
from pleasant’ to talk or write about whatis to us a great
SOrTOW.

Very truly,
MRS. H. BARROW,
For Mgs. Epwin E. Huse




