ESP Displacement Effects: A Review of Pre-1940
Concepts and Qualitative Observations

CARLOS S. ALVARADO'

ABSTRACT: A short review of the concept and qualitative observations of ESP displace-
ment published before 1940 is presented. The examples discussed are from ESP experiments
and mediumistic studies. Explanations proposed 1o account for the phenomenon (e.g., de-
ferred telepathic impressions, interference from ESP sources other than the target) are also
included. 1t s _pointed out that (a) the concept of displacément 15 older than previously
considered, (b) some of the concerns of modern researchers appear also in/the old literature,
and (c) the studies and ideas discussed in the paper may provide ideas for further research.

/

Displacement ESP effects, @ situation in which a percipient’s response
corresponds to a target other than the intended one, have traditionally been
of interest to experimental parapsychologists. This may be seen in the
publications of Carington (1940), Pratt and Foster (1950), and Soal
(1940).? and in more recent studies (e.g., Child & Levi, 1980; Crandall &
Hite, 1983; Palmer, Bogart, Jones, & Tart, 1977; for reviews of the litera-
ture see Braud, 1987; and Milton, 1986, 1988a. 1988b).

The concept of and evidence for displacement have generally been con-
sidered a modern development.® Thouless (1942, p. 11) gave credit to
Whately Carington for its discovery. Braud (1987, pp. 209-210; 216)
traced the concept from Abbot's (1938) publication to recent discussions.
Neglect of the history of the concept, however, precedes these authors.
Neither Abbot (1938) nor Carington (1940) mentioned previous discus-
stons of “displacement. In his initial publication on the topic, Soal (1940,
pp. 152-153) said that Carington suggested that Soal look for displace-
ment in the records of his card experiments. Soal did not mention previous
observations on displacement except for remarks regarding some problems

' 1 am grateful to the Parapsychology Foundation for financial support of my bibliographic
research in parapsychology. 1 wish to thank Richard S/ Broughton,2James Crandall, John
Palmer, and Nancy L. Zingrone for useful suggestions for the improyemient of this paper.

* Soal's work’ has probably been the best known and nisost influential set ‘6f studies on
displacement (see also Soul & Bateman, 1954, pp. 124128, 1485167, 176190, 208-211.
216-218; Soal & Goldney 1943 Soal & Pratt, 1951). Unfortunately, there sire good reasons
to suspect that Soal alfered some of ‘Wis figures to simulate significant maul/la. (Markwick,
1978).

Y Two exceptions are Milton (1986, pp. 49-50) and Thalbourne (1981, p. 19), who mén-
tioned two studies discussed in this paper (Guthrie, 1885; Sinclair, 1930).
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gifted subjects seem to have with ESP impressions. As Soal wrote: ““They
will refer to some trifling event known to the sitter, which happened last
week or yesterday or a year ago, and make no mention at all of what is
oceupying their client’s mind at the moment”’ (p- 153). (50al had experi-
enced phenomena of this type before, ascreported in his paper on sittings
with Mrs. Blanche Cooper [Soal, 1925].)

This paper is not a history of displacement but @ review of publications
that show that the concept of displacement is older than previously
thought. It is possible that many of the observations to be discussed may
be explained by normal means (e.g.. sensory cues, chance coificidence,
response bids) or criticized on methodological grounds (e.g., post hoe ar-
guments, artifacts resulting froma small number of trials, or selected ex-
amples). Accordingly; they ‘are not presented as evidence of ESP func-
Lioning.

DBSERVATIONS AND CONCEPTS OF DISPLACEMENT

Mesmenist Joseph W. Haddock (1851) reported an early example of
displacement with his subject Emma. In a traveling clairvoyance test, after
the subject had'been hypnotized, Haddock asked Emma to “*find™ a rela-
tive of his in London. As he:wrote: **She speedily found her, and began to
describe her residence, ‘etc.; but-suddenly her attention ceased to be di-
rected to my relative, and she became engrossed with the description of a
magnificent residence, with, its elegant and costly fumiture™ (p. 105).
Haddock suspected that this referred to Buckingham Palace, an opinion he
thought was confirmed when his relative (the ESP target) told him that she
wanted Emma to describe the palace. In Haddock's opinion, the cause of
the unexpected description was that‘his **reltive had wishéd her to £o
there; when brought into mesmeric conneétion with her, the active senti-
ment o her mind was communicated to Emma*<mind, ‘and by this means,
her attention, was unconsciously directed to the royal residence’” (p. 106). 4

Displacement was also reported in ESP studies published by the Sociéty
for Psychical Research during the 1880s. Guthrie (1883) mentioned some
“failures” during some of his thought-transference studies. In one trial’
Guthrie reported *‘that although a certain article was placed for observa-
tion, a picture hanging on the wall a little above it was described™” (p. 28).

# ! The idea that ESP information from sources other than the subject miay interfere with the
suhfect’s mentation by providing veridical information unrelmed o the target is frequently
Found i the literature. Balfour (1888, pp. 353-354), Hettinger (1930, p 184}, and Oty
(1927, pp. 262,264, 267-270) have speculated on the ESP inflGence of the expefimnenter
andd other: ghservers.) Warcollier (1938, pp. 22, 24)-244) fhought thar in group ielepathy
expenments “mental contagion.”” or influence between percipients, could oceur instéad of
fesponses o, the tanget. Princec(1924) speculated on similar lines whét e wrote that medi-
ummistic commumicatins (il 10 et ibrough a medium ' because of the interderence of the
Thosnghis of hers” ip. 168)/ For a rwie, recent discussion of the concepd ol inléference o

relation w0 displacement, see Rogd 4 1979) .

ESP Displacement Effects; A Pre-1940 Review 229

This was attributed to the “*wandering attention” of the agent. In later
tests, Guthrie (1885) referred to ““reminiscence’ effects with the trans-
mission of taste sensations and of drawings. In his words:

In s6ine taste experiments . . it happened three times running that the taste
which the percipient described was not the one which the agent was at
momient tasting, but the one which he had been asting in the preceding trial
a minute hefore, none of the substances having been nmmed during the
course of the experiments., In looking back over the volumes of diagrams |
possess, | find that @ good many which | considered fuilures at the time are
evidently-due to reminiscence of the, preceding diagram which had not in
the majority @f instances, been shown iy the percipient in the interval. (p.
426)

In one of the earliest reports of ESP iests using statistics to evaluate the
results, French physiologist Charles Richet (1884, pp: 643-645) de-
scribed a series of trials in which the subjects had to select objects or cards
through the movements of a wand (sort of like a divining rodpheld in their
two hands. Some of the failures mentioned by Richet were interesting,
The subjects chose the wrong target on several occasions when they had
reduced their selection to two similar cards or objects (e.g., two cards with
pictures of & man on a horse, two medallions). Regarding a trial using
cards as targets, Richet wrote that there had been a **confusion between
the two cards representing the same object* (p. 644, my translation).* On
another occasion it was noticed that in thrée consecutive trials the card
selected by the percipient was “the card exactly adjacent to the card
thought™ (p. 645, my translation) by the agent. Richet considered that the
mistake was due to a misinterpretation of the, movement of the wand.

In later tests, Richet (1888, p. 133) described medical diagnosis through
ESP in which, on occasion, subjects produced veridical impressions about
paticnts‘other than the intended ones.®

In‘other thought-transference tests, Rawson (1887, pp. 1475 148; 1895,
p-'5) noted that some of the reported successes were obtained with targets
that had been originally selected to be used in the study, but were then
replaced by other targets. “Similar observations have been reported - by
other investigators (¢.g. . Hodgson, 1892, p. 14; Hyslop, 1914b, pp. 155,
169; Schrenck-Notzing, 1891, p, 20).7

* Regarding these observations, Edmignd Gurney (1884) speculated on the possibility tha
a telepathic impression “is 10 reveal itsell When — and only when—the other element, the
image, finds its fellow in a conscious percept, the actual piciure of the object™ (p, 246)
Presumably, Gueney meant that the associstion of similar nmages could facilitate confusions
when thene were twip similar targets.

“Osty (1930, pp. 9= 104) discussed errors in paranormal diagnosis that he attribiited o
lalse beliefs acquired through ESP from observers about the illnesses,

7 The underying assimption bete is that ESP of the memory. subconscious impressions,
or material in the back of the mind of (or penipherally perceived by) an individual can
influence or be perceivied even when an attempt 10 receive of transmit a different arget is
made. Quevedo (F968/ 1972 pp. 147-381) and Warcollier { 1938, pp. 166 - 185) discuss this
topic with examples.
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Sidgwick, Sidgwick, and Smith’s (1889)% report of thought-transference
experiments with numbers contained the following passage about the per-
formance of a subject called P: 2

After two successive correct guesses by P, the pumber 19 was drawn. We
waited for 5 Y2 minutes, and then, as P. had no impression, gave it up, and
drew another number, which turned out to be 43, Twenty-five séconds after
the new, number, was drawn P. said 19. This was recordéd and unither
7, mumber driwn, viz., 75, 13 seconds after which P. said 43 Thus twe
numbers in suceession were rightly given, but one stage later, ip; 161)

In later experiments, Sidgwick and Johnson (1892) reported instances
of veridical guesses of numbers the agent **had been looking at in the trial
immediately preceding; without having had any opportunity of leamning by
normal means what that number was'' (p. 548). These observations, and
those of the previously mentioned report, were interpreted as deferred tele-
pathic impressions. That is, the telepathic message was received by the
percipient, but it took some time to come o consciousness.?

Northcote W. Thomas (1905), once secretary of the Society for Psy-
chical Research, reported the results of thought-transference experiments
with playing cards. Thomas himself was occasionally a subject. Thomas
noticed what he called * 'postponed success'” in the results, that is, a *‘ten-
dency for the suits and numbersof the card drawn for onc experiment to
appear in the guess following™ (p. 156). The results of three series of
experiments were reported (series’ A, C,‘and another one with no partic-
ular identification). In series A, postponed success was observed. Thomas
noted that **successes and failures indirect results corresponded to failures
and successes in postponed results’’ (p. 161). This he ¢alled an **inverse
relation™ (p. 159). Thomas also wrote about the tendency 1o guess in
“cycles™ (response biases or preferences) and ahout the relation of this
response pattern 1o postponed successes:

If for example, hearts has been guessed, one of the otheethree uils is more
likely to be guessed . . . in the next trial, and, 10 a less extent, one of the
Iwo remaining ones in the following trial, and w0 on. The effeet of this is;
where the serics'is on the whole unsuccessful, to render u postponed siiééess
more probable than if chance alone regulated the choice of a suit. On the
other hand, it tends to eliminate any effect due o telepathy. inasmuch as the

—_—

* For questions about Smith’s honesty, see Gauld (1965, pp. 55 §7) and H)all (1964, pp
04— 149),

“Regarding deferment or latency of ESP impressions, see Gurney. Myers, and Podmore
(1886, Vol. 1, pp 56, T0-T1, 201, 519-520), Sidgwick ét-al. (1889, p. 1612, and Salp
marsh (1929, p. 101). Bespard and Campbell (**Experiments in Thought. Transférence, "'
1893, p. S)also réported “deferred successes'” in some of their thought-transfefence experi-
menbvowith playing cands,

£
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sclection 15 not made at random, so far as the percipient’s conscious sction
15 concerned. . . . It seems clear that, so far as direct successes ane con-
cerned, the result is to diminish the chances of success if there is any tele-
pathic element; the casc is less clear in the case of postponed successes, but
prébably the chances of success are, after a previous failure, increased; for
quite apart from any telepathic clement, the chance of guessing right is
nedarer | in 3 than in four, and the cyclic tendency would not conflict percep
tibly with any telepathic impulse to choose the right suit. (pp. 161 -162)

The results of a later series C were not considered to provide evidence
for telepathy. In other trials with two simultancous percipients it was no-
ticed that one percipient, showed postponed success of the preceding
guesses of the other percipient (p. 173).

Miles and Ramsden (1907, 1914) conducted ESP experiments in which
Ramsden had 1o describe places that Miles was visiting or observing at a
distance at a prearrunged time. Some of the successes were not of the
intended targets, but of other things seen by ‘Miles earlier in the day or
around the moment of the test (for examples see Miles & Ramsden, 1907,
p. 74; 1914, pp. 284-285).

Alexander (1910) conducted telepathic drawing experiments in which
he was the agent and his wife was the percipient. He noticed that in some
of the series of trials, the percipient’s response seemed to correspond 1o
other drawings already used in previous tests or to be used in the next
trial. In Alexander's words: “*Where the response does fail to synchro-
nize exactly it usually occurs immediately after or before the trial figure™
(p. 284). He decided to count #s a success a response anywhere in the
individual series, because when he tried to send the picture he had **nearly
the whole serics in mind at once™ {p. 284) and because he had already
drawn/the target or he had been thinking about the nextone,

German physician Carl Bruck (1924)' reported telepathic drawing tests
with four subjects in two conditions: with and without hypnosis. In some
trials it was observed that the subjects responded to the previously used
target (not known to the subject) and to targets to be used in later trials,
which were kept all together in a portfolio by the experimenter. The fol-
lowing is an example:

In this case the original was a bottle; and the subject drew something like a
hat. . . . He then left the hat in staru quo, and proceeded 1o make a new
drawing below it, of thetop of & street lantemn; and this corresponded in
every detail tw the original, waiting in the portfolio, for the next test.
(Bruck, 1924, p. 305)

Bruck also mentioned that a possible explanation for this phenomenon
/

" The official report of these tests, which | have seen but have not used in this paper, ‘was
published in book form i year later (Bruck, 1925). For further examples of displacement in
Bruck’s fesearch, see Murphy and Dale (1943, pp. 10-12).

—_
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wits that the subject may have ““telepathic access to the whole experi-
mental complex prepared by the investigator™ (Bruck, 1924, p. 305)."

The Iiterature discussing the performance of well-kpown mediums and
psychics also presents examples of displacement: As Hyslop (1907) has
sand i o discussion of confusions and errors in the mentations of mental
mediums, it is possible that the information given by a medium “‘may be
true in relation 4o some other incident or person than the sitter’” (p. 582). 1
Examples of this, and other types of displacements, may be found /with
Gladys Osbomne Leonard. Several reports on sittings with Mrs. Leonard
contamexamples ol displacement because instead of the expected commu-
nications, ‘the medim’s statements referred to veridical events corre-
sponding to the activities of “distamt individuals (e.g., Crandon, 1929;
Salter, 1926, pp. 202-203)0 Some rescachers noticed in Mrs. Leonard's
well-known book tests that thereowere confusions (spatial displacements)
between nearby books and particular pages inside the books (Irving, 1927,
pp. 565-566; Sidgwick, 1921, pp..262, 338-347). As Mrs. Sidgwick
wrote regarding one of the examples she quoted: *“There is a method in
the errors which cerainly suggests mistakes or confusion rather than reck-
less statements Gided by chance™ (p. 26M).

Saltmarsh (1929 pp. 107-108) noticed with Mrs. Warren Elliott in-
stances in which the information given by the medium applied to the note-
taker instead of to the sitter.?

The phenomenon was also noticed with Polish psychic Stephan Osso-
wiecki. Schrenck-Notzing (1924/1972, p. 73) briefly reported that Ossa«
wiecki described his studio in the middle of a reading about other persons,
Geley (1924/1927, pp. 42, 78-79) published other examples of possible
displacement in which Ossowiecki’s ESP impressions commesponded to the
persons that had prepared the ESPaarget inoaddition to the target iself.

French researcher Eugéne Osty was interested in displacement, because
he made special studies of ermors during ESP performance: As he wrote
regarding his studies of Mme. Morel and other subjects: “*lt-happens

"V Commenting about the explanation for the above-mentioned example with the street
lamtern, e reviewers of Bruck's work have expressed different opinions. Ong- said that
because the expenmenter-knew the content of the targel pool, the percipient could have
obtained the information iclepathically from his mind (Schiller, 1925, p. 468), whereas the
other said that the incident shows that *“telepathy is nothing but a particular case of metag-
nomy [elairvoyance]™ {(Sudre, 1925, p.c184, my translation).

2 Regarding Hyslop, it is of interest to study his ideas on the process of mediumistic
communication (Hyslop, 1914a, 1919, pp. 107-121). What\we may consider to be examples
of isplacement were discussed by Hyslop (1919) as examples of crossed /:'ummunlﬂlium
ipp. 119=120) and of the “*diversion of the medium’s’ subconscious allention from the
persans wanted' ' (p. 120). Salter ( 1930) considered, in relation to M. Leonand's medium-
ship, that confusibns and irmelevance in the communications could be created when infonma-
tiom obtained throughothe sitters’ minds *““may be wrongly associmted with the’ Communi-
cutor™" (p. 320),

Y There are examples of this phenomenon with Mrs, Piper (Hodgson( 1892, p109) and
with Mrg. Soule/ known ag Mps. Chenoweth (Hyslop, 1919, p. 120).

> 8
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sometimes . . . that a subject instead of receiving and revealing knowl-
edge concerning the individual desired, reveals states of life of another
person, usually belonging to the same sorroundings, or whom enguiry
enables us easily to identify” (Osty, 1922/1923, p. 190). In chair tests
conducted with psychic Pascal Forthuny, Osty (1926, p. 192) noticed that
on occasion Forthuny's impressions did not correspond 1o theopersor an
the selected chair, but to someone sitting in the front, back, or to the side
of the target chair. Osty also mentioned that some impressions seemed (0
be a mixtre of ESPinformation from two or three persons sitting nearby
the target person™ In anarticle about Forthuny, Sudre (1926) said that
because proximity in space was the factor leading to these confusions, s
hypothesis could becproposed: ““There exists a spatial element, likely a
material one, a Kind of “fluid” which favors meétagnomy ™ (p. 70).

In drawing tests Upton Sinclair did with his wife Mary Craig as percip-
ient, **unticipations,”” that is, responses o existing targets io be used later,
were observed (Sinclair, 1930, pp. 113=120,/124-136)."% In a particu-
larly interesting example there were severdl |anticipations,’” As Sinclair
reported:

Brawing number one was a tooth; Craig wrote: “*First see & sooster. Then
clephant.” Drawing number two was an elephant; and Craig wrote: *"Ele-
phant came again. | try to suppress it, and see lines, and o spike sticking
some way into something. " Shealrew it, and it seems clear that the “*spike™
is the elephant’s tusk, and the head of the “*spike™ is the clephant’s
eye, . . . Next, number three was the rooster. But Craig had set “rooster™
down in her mund as a blunder. (Sinclair, 1930, p. 124)

Although the drawing the percipient made resembled the target (the
rooster) in some ways, Mrs. Sinclair did oot identify it‘as such. As Sin-
clair 'wrote, his wife resisted correct “images Sif they‘had béen **antici-
pated,’” because they were attributed to memory (po 136).

/
CONCLUDMING REMARKS

I have already stated that it was not my intention to present-eyvidence for
displacemnent, but rather o document the existence of the concept before
the studies of Abhot (1938) and Carington (1940). Nonetheless. it should

be stated again thai, most’of this material is open to criticisms such as
reliance on post hoc andlysis dnd chunce coincidence.

W Similar phenomena have been reported elsewhere, For example, Hetuinger (1940, p. 38)
noticed Sochis psychometry experiments that **readings” of abjects not only corresponded 1o
thé object s owners but also 1o persons related 1o the owners in some way, See alsd Hyslop's
(1919, o 121) discussion of cases of “imerfusion” of thought of more than one persan
mediumistic communications.

13 Sée also Prinoe’s (1932, pp. 57-60) description and comments about the ““anfiipa-
tions. " In aveview of Sinclar's ook, Sidgwick (1930, p. 345) argued thay becauseahe agent
was acgoabnted with the target pool) telepathy was a more likely explanaton’of “*antigipa-
tions”” thart precognifion.
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Ax wian seen in the previous section, instances of alleged displacement
have been observed in different contéxts (mediumistic and nonmedi-
instic settings, experimental and quasi-experimental conditions), with a
variety of methodologies (forced choice and ‘free response, with and
without a designated agent) and using different target types (numbers,
drawings, ‘persons). It is interesting to note that several explanations for
the phenomenon have been offered, such as deferred or latent ESP im-

ressions, subconscious transmission of peripheral or other nonintended
targets, and interferences from other ESP “‘signals.'" (See the Table))
These explanations have been proposed after the fact because, tinlike more
recent studies (e.g.; Crandall & Hite, 1983), past rescarchers have consid-
ered the phenomenon as an incidental occurrence and did not pursue dis-
placement as the primary objective of their studies.

Some concepts about displacement in the recent literature have prece-
dents in some of the material discussed in the preceding section. For ex-
ample, Thomas’s (1905) ““inverse relation” seems similar to more recent
observations regarding psi-missing results on the intended targets when
significant displacement was observed (e g/, Child & Levi, 1980: Cran-
dall & Hite, 1983; Palmer et al., 1977). Also, Thomas's comments about
the effects of wesponse biases (pp. 161-162) are similar to later discus-
sions of the “‘tendency o avoid repeating calls [that] will increase the
probability of ‘chtaining displaced scores in the direction opposire 1o the
direct scores™” (Burdick & Broughton, 1987, pp. 117-118: see ulso Bart-
lett, 1949).16

Braud (1987) observed thit-in some free-response ESP experiments he
has f:undm{tr:d. the percipient’s impressions “*match very closely those of
the immediately preceding percipient™ (p. 214), Influence between per-

Table |
_ PROPOSED EXPLANATIONS ok DiSPLACEMENT
o Concept -_F.'r.'l'mm.;:_
Competing ESP signals Osty (1927)
Confusion due 1o target similarity Richet { 1884

Confusion dise jo tanget
associations and memory

Warcollier { 1938)

images
Wandering attention of agent Ciuthrie (18K3)
Spatial proximiry sudre (1926)
Deferred ESP impressions Stlgwick & Johnson (1892)
I\Eu-.;umir: bases Thomas (1 9X0)5)
ESP of the whole target poul Hruck (1924)

M For u previous discussion on the statistical implications of mnber habits not related to
displacement, sce R, A, Fisher's comments appended 1o Jephson's (1928, ppo269-271)

FEpOrt.
/
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cipients was also noted by Thomas (1905, p. 173) and by Warcollier
(1938, pp. 22, 241, 243-244).

Crandall’s (1987; Crandall & Covey, 1986) study of background stimuli
in relation to displacement may be related to observations and conjectures
of the effectiveness of peripheral, forgotten, or subconscious material as
ESP targets (e.g., Rlawson|, 1887, pp. 147-148; Schrenck-Notzing,
1891, p. 200 Warcallier, 1938, pp. 166-185).

Regardiess of possible evidential problems with the above-mentioned
ideas’ and observations, they ‘may provide hypotheses for further research
on displacement. ‘One line of investigation that may prove fruitful is an
examination of the occurrence of deferment. Another idea deserving study
1s the notion of obtsining information about subconscious material, associ-
ations, and peripheral stimuli through ESP. Perhaps it may be possible to
induce displacement by manipulating knowledge about the target in se-
lected individuals (e.g.. subliminally). or in the handling of objects by
different persons, following psychometric ideas.

In summary, the concept of displacement has & long tradition in para-
psychology. Perhaps an awareness of this material, even if methodologic-
ally weak, may prove of some use to those currently intérested in the
subject.
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As was seen in the previous section, instances of alleged displacement
Inn:q: been observed in different contexts (mediumistic and nonmedi-
umistic settings, experimental and quasi-experimental conditions), with a
variety of methodologies (forced choice and free résponse, with and
w:thqut a designated agent) and using different target types (numbers,
drawings, persons). It is interesting to note that several explanations for
the phenoménon have been offered, such as deferred or latent ESP im-
pressions, subconscious transmission of peripheral or other nonintended
targets,oand interferences from other ESP “‘signals.’™ (See the Table. )
These explanations have been proposed after the fact because. unlike more
recent studies (e.g., Crandall & Hite, 1983), past researchers have consid-
ered the phenomenon as an incidental occurrence and did not pursue dis-
placement as the primary objective of their studies.

Some concepts about displacement in the recent literature have prece-
dents in some of the material discussed in the preceding section. For ex-
ample, Thomas’s (1905) **inverse relation’” seems similar to more recent
ﬂhsgwuttuns regarding psi-missing résults on the intended targets when
significant displacement was observed (e.g., Child & Levi, 1980; Cran-
dall & Hite. 1983; Palmer et al., 1977). Also, Thomas's comments about
the effects of response biases (pp. 161-162) are similar to later discus-
sions of the ““tendency-to avoid repeating calls [that] will increase the
probability of obtaining displaced scores in the direction apposite 1o the
direct scores™ (Burdick & Broughton, 1987, pp. 117-118; see also Bart-
lett, 1949). '8

Braud (1987) observed that in some freé-response ESP experi 3
has Fum]ut:h:d. the percipient’s impressions “:rutr:h very cinﬁr;":;g:i I:ﬁ
the immediately preceding percipient’” (p- 214). Influence between per-

£

Table 1
PROPOSED EXFLANATIONS FOR DisPacesenT
Concept Relerence

Competing ESP $ignals Osty (1927)
Confusion due to target similarity Richer ( 1884)
{unlur.||::n due o tmgel Warcollier { 1938}

sssociations and memory

sy
‘l:‘i'unf!nﬁug attention of agenl Ciuthnie { 1883)
Spatial m:ta.‘im.lly Sudre (1924)
Deferred ESP impressions Sidgwick & Johnson ( 1892)
Response biases Thomas (1905)
ESE ol the whole target pool Bruck (1924)

'* For a/previous discussion on the statistical implications of number habits
_ . . nod related ¢
displacement, sce R. A/ Fisher's comments appended 1o Jephson’s (1925, Pp. 268 - E?If:
report. | ‘
/
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cipients was also noted by Thomas (1905, p. 173) and by Warcollier
(1938, pp. 22, 241, 243-244). '

Crandall"s ( 1987, Crandall & Covey, 1986) study of background stimuli
in relation to displacement may be related to observations and conjectures
of the effectiveness of peripheral, forgotien, or subconscious matérial as
ESP targets (e.g., Rlawson], 1887, pp. 147~ 148, Schrenck-Notzing,
1891, p. 205 Warcallier, 1938, pp. 166 185).

Regardless of possible evidential problems with the above-mentioned
ideas’ and observations, they may provide hypotheses for further research
on displacement. One liné of investigation that may prove fruitfal s an
examination of‘the occumence of deferment. Another idea deserving study
is the notion of obtaining information about subconscious material, associ-
ations, and peripheral stimuli through ESP. Pérhaps it may be possible to
induce displacement by manipulating knowledge about the target in se-
lected individuals (e.g., subliminally), or in the handling of objects by
different persons, following psychometric ideas

In summary, the concept of displacement has a dong tradition in para-
psychology. Perhaps an awareness of this material, even if methodologic-
ally weak, may prove of some use to those currently interested in the
subject.
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