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PSl and the Problem of the Disconnections
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'o* E’agfapsychology deals with correspondences between-events. These
x@spondences are occult in the Sense that whatevef is responsible

,jo(;s them is, in line with a standard dictionary definition of the term

¥ occult, “not immediately know; perceivable only by investigation.”

Up to recently it was customary to designate such correspondences
as telepathic, €lairvoyant, precognitive, psychokinetic, or by roughly
equivalent: termis. In the past dew years, however, the term “psi”
has ccﬁ‘n@ initor increasingly widespread use in relation to the class of
occui’t ~correspondences” formerly encompassed by such terms -as
thés& “given above. Most investigators have come to feel that there
a:re§n0 compelling grounds for making any assumption-other. than 3
st}@t «‘Behmd the various phenomenological forms and manifestations 2
é‘l ,the realm of occult correspondences there is one underlymg pro-
§cg§s 2 This fundamental what-is-it;" which they prestime to be the
1 eon'ﬁmon noumenon behind the phenomena of telepathy; clairvoyance,
§9 Q§ychokmes1s, etc., they agree to eall psi.

& It is felt that the term psi stcceeds in eliminating some of the

possibly imijsleading implications-with which the older terms were
burdened. “In" désignations, like “@ psi event,” ‘“a psi relationship;”
“psi phenoriera,” it is supposed:to be understood that psi refers to
mothi%g more than thegstill inknown means or process by which a
gm@’nevent relationship,. or’ phenomenon is brought about. Itis often
nﬁore or.dess automatically:assumed, However, that this®means ‘or
$r6c&s is an actual somethmg or-other’ which in principle scasi’ be
2 pog;ﬁvely identified ¢(that is, not solely by exclusmn) and differen-
&‘o‘haied from a set of non-psi processes: FThe term psi, in other words,
© IS fiot limited to the designation merelysof a class-of everits which
vﬁ@ﬂds itself to differentiation ssolely on certain, phenomenological
,,ﬁrounds from other classes of’everts; it is frequently used to refer
_ to a quitevspecial and even, asfar as all the natural-forces and pro-
cesses npw kfiown to sciencesgo, umquely operating principle which
is postiilated to be the particular thing-in-itself that, working“from ;
below, a5 it WEre is inherehtly fresponsible for the fact that this €lass
of events can be more or Jess sharply differentiated from other ¢lasses <
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a? *A: condensation afid_abridgement of a.paper presented at the First dnter-
5,) tional Conference of SParapsychological' Studies, University <of  Utrecht,
v olland, July 30 — August 5, 1953.
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