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Creativity and its Relation to“Extrasensory
Perception’

GARDNER MURPHY
I

Telepathy, clairvoyance, precognition, and the whole spectrum
of paranormal®experiences have been reported by many highly
creative persons. Walter Franklin Prince, long with our Society
and with the Boston Society for Psychic Research, gathered to-
gether an extraordinary range of ‘such experiences, carefully re-
corded and edited in a volume entitled Noted Witnesses for Psychic
Occurrences,® now at last made generally available to us by Felix
Morrow, of University Books. Here we have records of the ex-
periences of Mark Twain, Rider Haggard, Robert Schumann,
Goethe, David Belasco, and dozens of others,” with just enough
said about the lives and characters of these creative persons to
get a tantalizing glimpse as to the possible relations between their
creative gifts and /their proneness to paranormal experience. Two
examples will be given heré;zcondensed from Prince’s book. The
first is a dream of Rider Haggard which coincided with the acci-
dental death of his dog; Bob"

I went to bed about 12:30  and suffered’from what I took to be a
nightmare. I was awakened by my wife’s voice calling to me ...
AllT could remember of [the nightmare] was a sense’of awful oppres-
sion and of desperate and terrified struggling for life such as the act
of drowning would probably involve. But between’the time I heard
my wife’s voice and the time that my consciousness answered to'it, or
so it'seemed to me, I had another dream. I dreamed that a black re-
triever dog, a most amiable and intelligent beast named Bob,” was
lying on its side among brushwood, or rough growth of some sort,
by’ water., My own personality in some mysterious way,  seemed
to meto be’arising from the body of the dog, which I knew quite
surely to be Bob and no other, so much so that my head was against
its head, which was lifted up at an unnatural angle. In my vision the
dog was trying to speak to,me in words, and, failing, transmitted to
my mind in an undefined fashion, the knowledge that it was dying . . .

.. . Bob, between whom and myself there existed a mutual attach-
ment, either at the moment of his death ... or, as seems more
probable, about three hours after that event, did succeed in calling
my attention to his actual or recent plight by placing whatever

V'This paper was delivered by Professor Murphy at a meeting of the Society
held on March 4, 1963.
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Coleridge’s scholarly readings and discussions for twenty-five
years have been absorbed by Lowes, he settles down to make clear
how the actual texture of these great poems took shape. Much
light -on the problem lies in the endlessly quoted “and utterly
beautiful closing lines of ‘“The Ancient, Mariner”: “He ‘prayeth
best, who loveth best all things both great-and small; for the dear
God who loveth'us, He made and loveth all.”” What mere receptiv-
ity of ‘eye or  brain.could never accomplish, the outreaching
motivation of the lover can reach.

Insofar'as this/is trué;.a method of investigation, whether clinical
or experimental, will tend to-succeed when it permits the free play,
the outreaching, the passion of the creative impulse to appear and
to be communicated through'the work of the artist, poet, musician,
or scientist. And may it‘not be the same with the investigator
himself, as = triesto ‘“feel “himself” into the creative moods
which have characterized some "of the“great spontaneous cases
such as those I have summarized above? It was, I believe, because
Mark Twain loved his younger brother and went out to meet him,
that his striking ‘precognitive dream occurred.”And indeed, at an
humbler level, it was because Rider Haggard and his dog shared a
mutual love'and understanding that paranormal contact was made
in the dog’s last‘moment. To’quote Coleridge again: “He prayeth
well, who loveth well both’ man and bird and beast.” Do you see
why I am willing to guess that Mark Twain’s and Rider Haggard’s
creative gifts and also'their paranormal powers may be related to
the specific forms of the love which they bore for animal and man ?
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