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Exploratory Token Object Tests with a “*Sensitive”
A Study from the Psychical Research Foundation, Inc,

W. G. RoLL anp CHArLES T, TArT!

INTRODUCTION
Throughoutsthe histary of psychical research, certain. "'sensitives"
have claimed the ability toget “impressions” from objects, thesé¢im-
pressions constituting ififormation about the owners and past histo-
ries of the ﬂh]ects other than what could be inferred from their known
physical properties: Such claims, supported almost exclusively by
anecdotal material, have beepn difficult to evaluate insofar as
deciding whether some form of ESP must be postulated to account
for the results. In the last twas decades, however, there has been
an important methodological advanee in assessing the significance
of token object tests, namr:hr, the introduction, of the Pratt-Birge
method (2, 4, 5, 6), although it has not yet been widely used (3, 8).

In June of 1963, the opportunity arose to :arry out some
explnmtur)r tésts with/a subject, Mrs. Marie Hazen,® who felt that
she was “sensitive” and able to get impressions about the owners
of objects-through the usec of some form of ESP. This series of
exploratory experiments wis helpful in allowing us to try out some
new techmquus for using and a Jmmng token object reading
abilities consistent with a theoretical position outlined below. The
experiments also illus how, parapsychological testing pro-
gedures may be adapted to fit the particilar needs and abilities
of the subject—adaptations which are, anuﬂunlt:l}'. rare in para-
psychological research. The primary purpose of the preseny paper
i8 to’describe the techniques employed in'the hope that'they may
be of value to other researchers.

The theoretical position underlying the present experiments has
beén outlined elsewhere by W.G.R. (7). Very briefly, the theory
poatul:atu that-every material object possesses a “'psi field"’; that
events in the history of the object leave traces in its psi field; that

! W.G.R. made the arrangements for experimentation with the subject; W.G.R.
and C.T.T. jointly planned and conducted the aétoa) experimentation; and C.T.T.

wmhthcﬁnlldrl.ﬂuflhuplpﬂ z
' a letter to the Paraps Laboratory from

‘mmnncthm:dnm
en Hawthomne, a fri of Mrs. Hazen, du:rlhmg larter's apparent
'm:hmi ilities. Dr. ]. B. Rhine ﬂuhrﬁgmmWGE irhumhbzqu-un'li?
Mrs.” Hawthorne and Mrs. Hazen and afranged rlwﬁ:knf
'lﬂﬂtm at W.GR."s home office in Durham. The ‘expenses’ onnected with ﬂ“‘
mmﬁlggdmrmhmhrMquwthMHMMHmm:hrmmml

uf/ research, and we wish to thank them for this generous support.

traces constitute stored information which is retrievable,
ﬂﬁg ﬁht conditions, by certain sensitives, using some form

qlzqwnu (owners) and events which have bcén
with l.‘he;,u jéet’s history. Informal observations of some

T~ and ‘the “‘folklore”
phsin, pam;:uhr have traces associated with

the nature af%%:lo fields, ‘or the mechanism whereby in-
....... mthﬂm,wﬂibcmdtntﬂmume
positioni“is quite sketchy and undeveloped at
but it dnu generate several predictions which are testable,
y.. that a sensitive should be able ‘to do better at dmcnmmanng
objects which have each beloniged to a rather unique
‘person than at discriminating a set of objects which have essentially
identical and bland histories (e.g., new ESP cards, which all have

t&u@u‘{:ﬂ simple mechanical processing). While' the, theory is
it in(ough to predict exactly what sorts of ‘historiés

- use unmw themselves as criterin for this: if we allow a
out several objects which he feels are distinctive
him puycﬁ.ln.llr from a larger samiple of ‘objects, he should be
licate his selections or classifications ata later date more
sticees ivu&“an if he had beén askéd to discriminate among a
‘set uf/iqgt y bland objects—objects which produced no strong
o r him. This was the rationale un erlying the eﬂtpm-
’Ibﬂu d hctﬁw
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In pmpd‘mbpn for thr. first experim
asked to pick otit a ni‘mber of
distinct to her, i. €., photograp iﬁ which gave her distinct “psychic
pressions” as she handled, but did nnt look at them.
teen photographic portraits (34’ x 5") were obtained from
ﬁﬁ photographic service of the Durkam. Mammg Herald. These
were all single person photographs taken for a local commentary
'Ih‘-'l:lnn of the newspaper, “Curbstone Comménts,” Each picture
; miﬂﬂpn ue (to the eye) yellow envelope-approximately
5 - Km* eﬁf n es were closed by tucking the flaps inside
lglg 7{1“: xixtﬂmn envelopes® were placed

<9/~ 0,

ents, Mrs. Hazen (M. H )was

QY

{7

that these traces give an object “psychic distine-
/"'Zie,nmn?: in direct proportion to the distinctiveness’

® ]g" G 1. of psychical researchi,
"m or events ﬁ#pl:teim the photograph. No conjectures’”

chic distinctiveness to a sensitive, it is possible
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tographs which were psychicallye,
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front of M.H. and she was asked to pick out the ones which gave
her distinct “vibrations” (her term) for ‘her impressions). The
experimenters (Es) left the room whilé/she did this in order to

t her at ease.! & ‘

“When the Es returned, M.H. had sorted the envelopes on a
quantitative basis rather than picking put several ‘which seemed
qualitatively” distinct to her, as the Es had expected. She Had
selected five envelopes as giving her “strong' wvibrations, another
five as giving *‘weak™ «wibrations, and six in an intérmediate, cate-
gory ) As M.H. did not feel that she could make further qualitative
distinctions ameng the sixteen envelopes,® it was decided to, use
her strong-weak classification for testing. After M.H. left the room,
the six envelopes'in the intermediate category were discarded; the
strong envelopes werénumbeéred 1<5 and the weak envelopes 6-10
by means of a lightly pénciled pumeral on one corner of each
envelope. Throughout experiments [<1V, the yellow envelopes were
always enclosed by another covéring during testing in order to
prevent the identifying numbers from being read. This outer
covering for’each envelope was a folder of thick gray cardboard,
6" :-:n,?g"g scaled, with masking tape on the two long sides and
one short side; The envelopes were always inserted far enough
down .into ‘the folders to' make it impossible to see the envelopes
without ‘removing them from the folder, something which M.H.
never attempted to'do.

In all the experiments, reported here, the following procedure
was used for randomizing the placement of the envelopes within
the folders: Prior to eachrun, the Es carriéd the ten envelopes
and ten folders to a room other than the one M.H, was in and,
out of sight of each other, W.G.R. hand-shuffled the envelopes
(with ‘the identifying numbers facé down) and C.T.T. hand-
shuffied the folders. C.T.T. then gave the pile of shuffled folders
to W.GR; and moved so that he could not observe W.G.R,, who
inserted the shuffled envelopes into the folders in serial order (top

envelope into top folder, down through both piles). The pile of

folders (containing the envelopes) was then given to C.T.F;, who
hand-shuffled the ‘whole pile, again out of W.G.R."'s sight. The
end result of this procedure was that neither of the Es had any
knowledge of the order of the envelopes inside the folders, and
so could give no clues to M.H. :

5 £
\O \
indoviii whaia et MLIT. Gould Bave Dotmed G Sk mnt ognd
the rlmtomm at this point. She stated that she did not look at them.
% In Tuture work it would seem advantageous to tse much lurger samples 'of
phiotographior otherobjects from which the subject is‘to, pick the ps ly

Token Object Tests with a Sensitive

@9.: pile of folders was then given to M.H. and, in the presence

of botlo Es, she again sorted them into “strang” and “weak”’ piles.
/%ﬂuﬂ finished her sorting, the two piles were takemw to
9/ cand ‘M, H.’¢ /choices. recorded. Throughout all the experiments
in this paper,‘both Es made independent records; ofilater

other. M?H.‘n,hﬁgiggl sorting into strong (1-5) and weak (6-10)

evaluated: thus, if ‘envelope 4 was put in the strong pile in a later
4 sorting it was a hit, etc®

Wi
S, 'E@m‘mﬂ I and 11

B € iment I was determined in advance to consist of four runs
/)/py .H., each run consisting of sorting all:ten folders (containing
4. envelopes) into strong and weak categories. Experiment 1, planned
“cafter g Es knew the results of Experiment I, was'also détermined
in atlvance to_consist of four runs. o
Since the a priors probability of any folder being strong or weak
is one half, one would expect twenty hits in four runs by chance
alone. In Experiment I, M.H. scoréd sixteen hits and in Experi-
ment Il twenty hits, so the results were niot significantly different
S00~ from chance (Table 1). M.H. was not told the results of these
/@m.mcntn, nor of any of the others until all’the series were
B eted, although she was oftén encouraged by being informed
e Sﬁhﬁ/tﬁwmults were “interesting” (a8 indeed they were).
o b, P

r; Ewlmfﬂr 9 Ay &

, ‘envelope 4 had always been classified as strong {ﬂbl}

had buﬁ/g'qrigiﬂﬂlﬂ. suggesting that this envelope was

described ‘aboye, had been completed) merely to select
the folder ?ilrith the enclosed envelope) wtl;hf:h gave her the
“strongest” feeling. She picked-envelope 4 as the strongest, stating
that there was a feeling of peace connected with it. When the
envelopé was removed from its folder and opened, the picture was
that Lyﬁmg‘ﬂegmmmThmwmmuﬁtherpm@
He!#}ﬂ in) the ser of ten photographs.

Qr

connectod with per gt (w on , Were
bland and identical objects), these data will not be presented here.

N g tmm"bar the Es, the envelopes removed from thﬁ"'f‘faldm,‘

: it was found that these records never disagreed with edch

the. critéfion against which these later sortings were

ol ‘- }
") It wils_noted that in_the eight runs of Experitiients I and 11,
indeed

“psychically “distinct” , to “M.H. She was not informed of this
ing, but in Experiment I1I cwas asked (after the randomizing
P

O 1
ﬁ;f/fﬂm wers also given identifying numbers (on the bottom surfices) J’Ofé
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the ‘same initial session in wh::h she had w:ted/th; sixteen
PMWEI;F;E portraits into strong, weak, :.-m;l intermediate, cate-
had also been given a ptile of furtf-ﬁvbll/l.rﬁé (approxi-
&{Q lﬂ’] hntugﬂphs of news ﬂen!:l

ub meetings, etc.). These photographs were
envelopes, but simply pmmtad in a pile, face

O, duwn, with themmﬂ:rumummmrtthﬂ:m on the basis of
9% ic distinctiveness,”™ while the Es _were out of the room.
Yy .H. reported that she had not looked at the faces of the photo-

"k phs.” When the Es I‘ﬂ'llﬂmd, she htd’éwrted’tbm large photo-
hs into four categories: “very strong,” “fairly‘strong,” “‘me-
8 dmm;“ and “weak.” She could not elaborate further on these

nﬂmTh Es later examined tha?fuur‘mt ﬁmm
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U Eu:h of the forty-five hnnfgnrphn@ enclosed, face down, in
“a standard 9" x 11.75" upaqur.: (to ey¢) manila file folder, and
m&&yt with a paper heful:ﬂwﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂuiml"
ed'and then prmnbetrtn M.H. with inétructions to mﬂ@
categories she had used before. Both
%mﬂgﬁdm her d;mngthu.mk, and she did not attempk.
over any fold l.'.n /r
| EFT Fr ki np ypothesis, although they were,
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mtmuﬂm&mgnﬁm@nﬁcdinthummnfthcfuldum

were rated in the stronger categories. 7,

Yoy " . k A rl. ). » )‘A"
MartcrinG Experivtents (V-VI) ¢ 9
@ W B <.

' -Op $ i ¥ { J/ f
Jn the fplluwinﬁltwu experiments, the tém photographs used
in Experiménts I-I11 were each cut in half ‘along “a diagonal, One

half of each photograph was returned to its yellow enveélope, while
‘the other halves, numbered for identification by a lightly penciled

number oncthe back, were'randomly placed within the gray folders,
The stack of ten envelopes (containing halves of photographs 1-10)
and the stack of ten folders (containing the matching leu of
photographs 1-10) were' randomized according to the procedure
described above, except that the envelopes were not inserted into
the folders. W.G.R. then‘left the room to get M.H., and while
he was gone C.T.T. spread Gut the'folders and envelopes (with
identifying numbers down) in two’parallel rows. It should be noted
that this procedure left the Es, as well as M.H,, totally ignorant
IT;I which falders and envelopes contained which photographic

YeEs. &

After, M.H. entered the room, she was asked to place each
envelope ontop of the folder which she felt contained the matching
half ulB:hg photograph. She’ was allowed to touch the back of the
folders, but neyer t6 pick them ups she could pick up the envelopes
to move them, but ,wils ot permitted’ to turn them over.® Both
Es were with M.H."at all times during theése matching tests.

It was hoped that thi¢ matching task would be an easier one
for MLH. than the earlier ones, which/ carried an implicit require-
ment that she maintain an internal standard of “strong vibrations”
and “weak vibrations” against which she compared each folder.
The matching task, on the other hand, required-only that each
folder-envelope pair be judged same or différent, and not any
specific impression of the quantitative or qualitative nature/of the
photographs themselves, It would also have been desirable for each

the ten photographs to have been qualitatively distinct to M.H.,
but, as mentioned ahwﬁc, she felt unable to make such distinctions.®

~

* Even if M.H. had turned the en ovefind seen the identifying numbers,
.\%ﬁhﬂnﬂdmlhn‘?ﬂ-undlwinqnm ‘98 it gave no clue, an to location
IE PrOper mn ng Phﬂ‘tﬂfﬂphl: ves in gra¥ folders/
) “f[gz:nﬁumhfnrthh “hot’" matching &!‘L’&Iﬁﬁdtkﬂd u:ﬂh“rennéq) Hg (C.T.T.)
and Dr. Henry Puharich in 1957, but actual uséof the procedure
r!lul‘,{t\;l m;lﬂ;m’h&mﬂ;mmmmumﬂmd P!

mﬁtﬂ.M ;H:m wuul::;nd I:uE::dnum 7 Mm:wmnﬂ
b0 thesonaitive, trast to ordi ; " i
in I':m.]ﬁ; HM(IE/T" ey w g 254 M

'i)b,. = 7 (;\
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Experiment V - ool

had been planned to have M.H. carry out five runs of matching
/;l;‘f% /phﬁ P: phic halves. Her Pmnedut:e‘wu to c':ump!g]t@%
ions’ ?rﬁm, each envelope with the “vibrations™ fronv each Ul
) folder by tottching an envelope with one hand and a folder with, 7/ Cq
her other hand. Tt was found, however, that this was so ﬂrﬂgz e, 7 S

consuming and tiring to .H:, despite rest periods between. ung,c )’0,4'
that only three runs could be mtﬁﬂl!l‘tﬂ o,i{ : "y o I
In each of the'three runs, M, H. scored zero matches (Table 3). <c, ; S5t g
The probability of Zero matches'in, a single run is 3678 (1). As he %0'
/i

£

outcome came up in three indepéndent funs, and could only

1 / Q) g -
’ i way, the muiltiplicative rale of “probability gives
S ngﬂ}gﬂi 0498 for the &I‘::'m runs.of Experimént V, a value
e '

suggesting that psi-missing was taking place,, N
’ by 77 Pr .
R 4 /¢ Tanre 3 - , O,
@S@a, ; /Results of Matching Ten Photographic Halves, Expériment V* 2
C/ ) = é‘ g/E
Q)

VA

Toun 1: |
Envelopes 10 4
Folders 4 10 5

Run 2: ‘ -

/‘[,
5 9 2 T /
7 i 2

P
S
oo

9 5, 18
8 Lot B
£,

.hnl-

\ Bavilopes s 4 .1
) ; £ 3l K n

b B

. : d : Ve,
/ - S - <17 j o /
1 'l.ll:l‘l: fepresen the i i int low oo
Do ey t the ardering of photographic halves in thé yel t Eglo]ﬁl
nﬂ‘%umr folders st the conclusion of each run.
l <

c
9y U
YU 9 r @@S
y Q / /79 @S@fb
Examinations of the raw data(Table3 also suggested some interests 9/,
ing plttnm':u :fqm-init{urﬁuﬂufbm.ﬂ'u carlier Flamﬁcnt!nn Tor ~ gy
of the photographs intostrongand weak categorics. Thm_pntt;rmqg
was difficult to evaluate objectively, but on the basis of their

K impressions the Es decided to use |

some of the photographs in a
smaller matching set. This also had the adyantage of producing

task which was not so tiring to M.H. in a single run.
i A 62 ©

61, 4 Z
E:pcﬁméﬂ‘-y{ "'/,l, Mo, T65

C : L A
TDhe sitme matching test was used as in Experiment V, except ), ¥

i = o ‘?, : A3, \D E md g] wm % 4', &
that the halves of only, four photographs (I, 4, 8, v
be matched.. -Fivn'ﬁmf were planned in advance, and ﬂmﬂ&%{'&@- U //"%
| ) ‘ 00/7 Of
¢ 30,
: ‘4

&y
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The Es expected, on the basis of the results of Experiment V,
that some sort of psi-missing would again oceur.
M.H. made zero l:utsmallﬁve (Table 4): In a single run

thiere are twenty-four possible | utntmnn of the photographs,
of whmh nine will gw: ZETO mPEe- thus giving OP, =".375 for

zero hits in‘a single run. As this result occiarred in five in endent
funs, and could only happen in one way, the muiﬂph:;a rule
of probability gwu&P = (.375)% = .0074 for the i"l'-'ltultl ‘of Experi-
ment VI. Ses )
: Tancs, 4
Hﬂulhufhﬁll:hmi qu'ﬁlmplnn Halves, Experiment VI*

%ﬁ - e I
Run 1: 7 Run 2:
Envelopes 9 8 | 4 Envelopes
Folders 5 CYY vg .0 5 Folders .1 9 &
Run 3: C Run &: /
Envelopes 1 Vo4 9 8 Envelopes 9 1 8 4
Folders 8 9 /I 4 Folders 1 9 4 8

Run 5¢

Envelopes 4 8 9

indm 8, 1 9 4

* Numbers I'-I'.';II'EIE'I.'II the ordering of photographic halves in the yellow envelopes
and the gray folders at the cony l:rfﬂdﬁnm

‘£

This was the last experiment carried out mth M.H. as she had
to [&I;E Durham. She was informed of the results of the experiments
at time,

Discussion 4,

In terms of reslts, the most interesting findings of the | present
study are the’ mns:st?ém classification of photograph 4 as "atrnng“
by M.H. over nine mdﬁ]:l-endl:nt trials in Experiments [-III, and
the evidence for psi-missing in Experiments V and VI. The results
do not constitute a testing of the t.h.unrcqcal position taken, of
course, although they are consistent with it. Note that there is an
assumption implicit in all the experiments that’ Fhmngnph
maintains Jits unique configuration of psi traces, It s pnmb e,
however; that @eme photographs did change asa mull. of proximity
to éich other lnd,-'ﬂ,t handling by M.H. and the Es, and this might
‘anmunt for the apparent psi-missing in the later experiments;

£

- 9 . try,  Ch
f N oF g ‘V@q 3
Ch, 2 s
3y Token Object Tests with'a ‘
% e .
| In terms of finding some intriguing af
patterns in what amounted to less han tet
the rﬂu]ta are "-"-“ﬂﬂurlgmg. T ©
As stated in the
study was to deyelop; | Y
for exploring tokeni pbj
study was quite’ su
A nmt:u‘lg on the basiscof “strengthoef vibrat :
/7/0@ matching—are bath n{ﬁ; _. S P;m-ﬂ;lg:
K technique (5) and th »ori hejr‘u‘
‘e also he somewhat more manip
4 C/?I.ltmg other experimental .
4 .. The techniques were ada
1 “%ut could easily be modified m
%/ use ‘of a two-experimenter i
a mechanical device for rando bjects.
/ /. It should also be noted that M.] o I;igacdm&ﬂﬂlﬂi were
adapting their experimental tanl:mquu her capa seemed
o I!:-. ‘:ﬁ important factor in keeping her morale and coaperation
at a very high level,
S Ther{cchfnquu presented here of course, rﬁdlﬂlﬁg ﬂ:lt
, finding subjects who have some :t tnhTJ:; obje
1 reading. If such subjects can be W wi ::;:l:;-
2 Sosively, not only can the value be more " y
1 4 assessed, but a number of other/ present aut r;
g Lhenmmnl sition postulates as ﬂr be mvrugntcﬁ
c {6, e.8. the amnum and type of contact e ! and owne
/A oy S
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