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An ESP Test with Aluminum Targets

WG, RoLL AND J. G. PRATT!

ABSTRACT: According to theories of W. P. Bentley and others, ESP is more
likely'to bé successful with targets made from organic materials such as cardboard
than frﬁm,,h’é@gani:: materials such as aluminum. In tests with Pavel Stepanek
at the University of Virginia, pieces of aluminum foil, silver calored on one side
(called **white""Vand gold on the other (called “green™) and/ four of the regular
white/green cards were used as targets, W.G.R. randomized a sét of two of each
of the two 'types of targets, éach in a double thickness manila folder, behind a
screen, while the subject guessed the other set, with J.G.P. récording his responses.
The trials with the cardboard /cards gave a highly significant result, whilé the
scoring on the alumintm cards wasoinsignificant. The difference in scoring on the
two kinds of targets was of borderline in gtr:.'l‘huu the results are’consistent

with/the guiding hypothesis, angther explanation of the difference is possible and

further research is needed for a sound ii&_tr.zp:‘&l:atinn.
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INTRODUCTION

In a paper dealing with the Phennmennn of object association
or “psychometry,” a form. of" ESP where the subject obtains
information about events by m%ngb{:,a physical object which has
been associated with them; W. P, Bentley (1) suggests that objects
which are.composed of elements common to'the human organism
gmy work better than objects which consist of inorganic elements.

agenstecher. (4) ‘also was of the opinign’ that metil objects are
unsuitable for psychometry, not because the métals are absent from
or rare in organisms‘but because they are less “porous” than many
other substances and thereby less capable of storing the “vibra-
tions” to which the ESP subject ostensibly responds::Bentley’s
proposal is consistent with some speculations by one of the presernt
authors. According to W.G:R.’8 psi field theory (6), the physical
state of an ESP target is copied in'its_psi field and this, in turn,
affects the pst ficlds of objects in its environment, including living
ones, the process terminating in the physical change in these objects
which resultsin an ESP response. According to one of ‘the psi field
hypptheses, the probability of ESP interaction increases with the

similarity (“isomorphism®) between the two psi fields. Sincé an
object’s physical state is (‘at:cﬂrdiggl;gf to this theory) reflected in its

7o} We wish to thank the Pnnﬁssthﬁl?ngil?mupﬂéﬁun (Mss. Eileen J. G;ﬁuﬁg,
n, and an anonymous end who

President), the Psychical Research Toun
pnil:,l_),.t}l'ﬂ gxpenses of the subject’s visit to the United States for their support
of this research. As always, we are especiilly indebted’to Mr. Pavel Stepanek
for His continued interest and patience in cooperdting in the ongoing investigations
of his ESP abilities.
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A | psi field, objects that are physically alike should work better as
source nnd transmitter than those that are ‘unlike.
A. A, Cochran, in two interesting papers (2,,3), presents a
. discussion of the wave characteristics of different, Qhﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂl elements
which/also appears to be relevant to queﬁmns Concerring ESP
targets. He suggests that particles of matter “Have a rudimentary
degree of life as-one of their fundamental mpcrtrm" (3, .. 80).
Using the analngy of Niels Bohr between ual aspect of map
as’mind dnd matter on the one hand and the dual aspect of the
fundamental ‘particléscof matter as being both particles and waves
on the othér, Cochran goes on‘to write, “If one suspected that
a rudimentary degree of life were/possessed by all matter, he
would naturally suspect that the dual aspects of man are a direct
result of the dual aspetts, of ‘the. matter from which he is made,
and that the mind of man dnd the wave properties of an rlectmn
are two extremes of the same thing: thé mind properties of matter”
(3, p. 81). This leads Cochran to predict ‘that elements with the
gu catest wave predominance should be abundant in living matter,
bon and hydrogen, which together constitute about eighty per
cent of protein, have the greatest wave predominance of all the
clements at room), temperatures and nitrogen and oxygen, which
constitute abaog nineteen per cent of the proteins, are in the fourth
and seventl pusmnn respectively,

If the wave or “mind" properties of substances are related to
or identical with ‘their psychical properties, several interesting
consequences follow, one of which would be‘that cardboard cards,
which in larg: part are made of carbon, ought to’possess a greater

y waye and “mind" prcdumman& than(/say, alumintm cards and
consequently should work better as @ soul et ﬂf ESP signals.

The present experiments are a pn.l:mlnary nﬂcmpt’ to compare
aluminum with cardboard ts. The tests'were conducted with
Mr. Pavel Stepanck (P.S.) at the Unn ersity of Virginia, Charlottes-
ville, during two days in the beginning of June, 1967.

MEerHOD

)6\“
'oc _ Test Materials
4 ’ The targr:m were four cardboard cards “and fnm; aluminum
9. ecards!! The former were the type commonly used in tests with
Coy, /711" 5, mamély, simple pieces of cardboard four by six inches, white
‘5., ‘on.one side and green on the other. The ni‘nmmum cards, which
;gtre mug!ﬂv of the same size, consisted of pmm of c-::mmer-:'ml

nurm foil, silver ¢olored on one side, designated their “white™
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side, and gold colored on the ‘other, their “green” side.® The
w:l mdn were those on which P.S. had achieved the highest
ons in the immediately preceding series (Series 14,
by the present experimenters. These targets were
ucﬁml.y since they had been identified and recorded
ﬁy&dual@ in the preceding tests in which they were used, but
the nﬁxbgrs were ignored in, this experiment. The presente of the
numbers #ﬂ.g mmadercd to beA ﬂ]iw ant to the purpose of our
research.
The Ilummum dﬂrd.ﬂ had not bﬁcn sed before. T hey were not
marked in any way since tdr:mtiymg marks might provide a basis
cbnf distinction that could vitiate the inorganic quality of the alu-
m.nzlm cards. For the same reasan WG, R. used rubber coverings
M is fingers when he handled theccards.
nf the eight cards was placed in 4 doublesthickness manila
fé}der”{’nne folder inside the other) whose two sides were m;aPled
/%!m /Ir.':wng the front open for randomization of the cards. “The
were also not marked in any way in order to direct, the
subject’s atfention exclusively to the cards and away from atiy
concern with the folders as possible ESP targets.

‘P”b, /" Testing Procedure

%kp “a S The eight cards were divided into two, rung with four cards in

b o, &g,h, two cardboard and two alumintm. T'wo, hundred runs were
7., % planned with each of the two packs of four cards foroa total of
o @S[ /600 trials, 800 with cardboard and 800 with aluminum tirgets.

4 /7@ o Durih the test the experimenters were ‘seated opposite P.S. a5
R’prﬁﬁmun series, J.G.P. sitting directly opposite P.S. and
/next'ta J.G.P and behind a screen which preventéd both
nng 1) G.P, from obserying the randomization. ‘Thé four cards
ﬁ:lr each ‘run were randomized ‘hjl’ W.G.R. by shufiling the folders
with the enclosed cards, then remdving two cards from their foldérs
and turning them over, and then shuffling the cards again.

When W.G.R. had completed the sandomization, he handed the
folders to J.G.P. who cut :hr: pnck and then placed the stack of
targets before P.S. with the opénings of the folders away from the

e, subject, P.S, in his usual way took Up each folder in turn and made
/o his guess of “white” or “grecn“ according to his impression of

sub suw a gample of the aluminum before starting the experiment
told how to call the two sides, but he did not see the aluminum targets
used until ‘the test/was finished, The aluminum is s product of the
Metals, Company, whd kindly informed us that the llurnlrl.um has a purity
-“nine pﬂcuqn: and is coated with winvl con mn yellow pigment.
mably the subject could have r-ulpnndud by E P to this “organic™ plastic
» but I'll 0, do s0/for psychological reasons.
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of favored cards rather than to anythinig haﬂng to do with the
nrdmary physical properties of the targets.* “.

In expériments on this problem in the future, in addition to the
preferred’ cards, a’series of new cardboard cards could be used.
If the subject also'scores better with these than with the aluminum
cards, this would give stronger confirmation of the hypothesis that
the chemical composition of the targets affects their stimulating
properties than has the present series. Or preliminary tests could be
done with a larger number of aluminum L"a.rds in the hope of finding
favored ones to_compare with the favored cardbeard {:ards

In whatever way the problem is approached, the possibility that
the stimulating properties of ESP targets is related to their chemical
composition’deseryves to be fulljr explored.
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‘ Solely a8-a matter of record and explicitly without any implication of drawing

any conclusion from the statistical mmpnnmn we note in passing that'these four
nrdtwercuudfﬂrflmtmhmhmthu series and were selected for
experiment because, they yielded diamuam +16, +14, 412, and +8.

"Tbml these “‘selected best” targets were called correctly in that series at the 62,.5°%

level, whereas in the present experiment the level of hitting on color for them
was 57%. This suggests that we were guccessful in obtaining a high devidtion
on the cardboard targets in the present E:pcmnuut by taking advantage of a
m; nﬂ':n:t upon these selected cards, but the ence is suggestive only.
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