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Some Phys;cal and Psychological Aspects of a
Series” of Pultergemt Phenomena

W.,G. RoLr!

s INTRODUCTION 2

In pupul’m‘eal:muntﬁ of psychical occurrenees, the terms™*polter-
geist” and’ “haummg areused for repetitive,”spofitanéous cases
of ostensible psl ghmumena.

“Poltergeist” is generally ‘used ‘for disturbances characterized
by unexplained physical’happenings siich as the sudden movement
and, !;:rea.ka of plates, knickknacks, furniture, and other movable
household effects. The phenoména "often disrupt the lives of the
pm le involved though the:}r are usually’of fairly short duration,

rarely ]asﬁag more than a couple of months, ﬂftf:n less. As a rule,
there is some person around whom the phem)menn occur and on
whose presence they seem ‘to depend. When this individual is
absent, the incidents abaté. The. phrase “recurrent spontaneous
psychokinesis” or “RSPK’"has been introduced (5) for unexplained
physical phenomena of the poltergeist, or -haunting variety which
appear to be due to the agency of some person:, The typical polter-
geist case hasno references to halhxcmatur}r experiences such as
seeing “ghosts”’ ‘and hearing ‘footsteps,” Reports “‘of such ex-
periences, however, dre common in accoufits. of hauntings.

Haunting ‘occurrences also sometimes involve physical- distur-
bances, but these are generally less frequent than in poltergglst
cases though tending t;p last longer. As a rule, there seﬁ:ms tu be
no (living) person around wﬁnm they revolve.®
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4,7@ Tue Case
" Mo " The actual investigation of this case was undeftaken some years
S ago in collaboration with Dr. J. G, Pratt, We have already brought
R the aspects of the investigation that“are coneerned with the possi-
% bility, of fraud and other normal causes to the attention of our

colleagues, T shall summarize that part of thé study:

The disturban¢es took place in the suburban  home of a family
Lhat consisted of two adults, Mr. and Mrs. Lessing, and theéir two
children; Michael, age twélve, and Nancy, age thirteen. {Pseudo-
nyms are Used.) We visited thé home and stayed for several days,
investigating ‘the océtirrences that took plam: while we were there
and interviewing the family and other witnesses. It soon became
apparent that this was a/typical poltergeist case and that the central
figure was Michael.

Once it is determined that ostensible’ RSPK occurrences depend
on the presence of a special individual; the range of possible normal
explanations is narrowed. The effects ‘could not be attributed to
impersonal physical forces such as vibrations due tosettling of the
house or underground water unless it is supposed that these were
timed to Michael's présence in the house. Tﬂe attempts to discover
such causes were ansuccessful. The only serious mnd:date as a
normal ‘explanation for the incidents is the theory that one or both
of the childrén committed them fraudulently, either alone or in
collusion with their parents,

Sixteen incidents took, place involving the movement of house-

97 hold objects and furnitire while the ch:ldnen were under the

c, supervision of one or more gf‘nmn-ups. As a/rule, the adults were
2 r.’and Mrs. Lessing, but in thre¢ instances Ihe‘}“ mcluded visitors

ap to the house (a relative of the Lessings, a police officer, and Dri Pratt
i and myself): In four of the sixteen cases, the adults claimied they

actually saw the first stages of movement of the objects while at the
same timg obsérving the child or children. In the remaining twelve
cas¢s where adults were with the children, the incidents topk place
in empty rooms’elsewhere in the house, It seemed highly unlikely
that either ¢hild along or both in collusion could have normally

) caused these incidents without being detected.
Y65 In addition to the instances where it appeared to be impossible
¥}y, on the basis of the statements by adult witnessés that the children
Of /ARG /Epmted the events, there were a number of cases where
b /l@y ud . was ible but difficult without’ detection. Ffmlly, there
M Jge incidents, for instance when Michael was/alonéin his
Oy ‘1 ﬁ:é %m children could easily have committed without

¢
It e;au:r o :up pose that Michael normally caused some of the
/O L,
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e occurrences if his parents weré/parties; to the deception. This
thmr?. however, has its own difficulties.” The family had itself
called; in the police and welcomed other investigators, including
Dr/ Prattand me, Several incidents occurred while observers weré
e house/ On some occasions the visitors asserted that they had
:ﬁ cfamily under gbhservation and that it seemed nmpmmhle that
any of them ¢ould have caused the incidents normally. Theparerits
mm:d germinel§ cupset about the disturbances. Valuable ‘pos-
sessions were damaged or destroyed and family life was disrupted.
On some occasions’the incidents’ reportedly were so frightening
S@ tl].lt the family left home, to stay with relatives and friends.
Se,. 3 It was planned to augment the study by polygeaph (“lie detec-

@cy ﬁ n') interviews with the famly, especially®with Michael, but

Lq, p C?g!z)c mengs rejected this proposal. Ttawas Hoped that the pﬂ-!}'grnph
oy interviews would indicate whether any of ‘the phenomena Michael
could Have caused by trickery in fact were done that way,

4. The expectation from the lie detection method as 4 means of
ﬁﬁhlmhmg paranormality was probably inflated. M}- reservation
about’ its us¢fulness is due to an experience with it in“another
RSPK study (11) where it failed to indicate that the person was lying,
though some of the incidents were known to have been caused
normally by him. Psychiatric interviews dndicated that the agent

¢, ~Was unaware of his involvement and sincé the polygraph is only
%VV 7" clikely to reveal lying about conscious acts, its failfire was anticipated
Yo, %y the psychiatrist. The lesson from this was that the pnl}rgmph
e b Ilktlf cannot be trusted to separate Spurious frony genuine
TR phenomena.
lhe @ ,Thuﬂ'gh [ “@m, aware of no reliable way 1o, detect wncamscious
/re;rlci some of the psychological tests administered to the ‘chil-
i}ght be expectedto reveal comseious deceit. There i is no indi-
cation from this material that the children were consciously perpe-
trating thé ancaidents. (See Appendix A for a discussion of this
problem.)

Though there i§ no evidence to suggest that any of the events
were caused normally by, the’childrén or by anyone else, whether
consciously or unawares, it is impassible to discount the possibility
that some were. The following analyses are presented with the

=rs, assumption that if any of the incidents ave fraudulent or due to
¢/, other known _causes, they are in the minority and will not seriously
affect the ﬂ:ﬂ-ﬂ" picture.

S
%
0/7/
Q

ry

M

lr Hp,
J/O/ i
In t.h:/ ppgwmn pcages 1 suggested that Michael was the agent of

AwALYSES FOR AGENCY

the Lessing disturbances. This conclusion was reached on the basis
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'4,,@ of the distribution of the events in time /and space in relation to
£ the members of the household.

e |

. './‘/@'” @*@Wm‘a} Distribution of the ﬂr:mrrmu A

b, 4 Tﬁﬂmmnm consisted of unexpsllmtd movements and dis-
Qe v.tuﬂ:iiqz:cn‘ﬁf abjects in the house, and also thrée incidents which

consisted/of loud. thumping sounds for which no cause colld be
found. They began con a Monday, and ended on’a Monday ‘six
weeks and a da]r later. The number of occurrences for each nf the
six weeks was twenty, ten, ‘tyelve, sixteen, eight, and onie, The
distribution/ of thé¢‘incidents in fime is shown in Table 1. It is clear
that they did not-ocetir mndmnly The groupings of occurrences
over thr.- days of the'week and the hours of the day are both signifi-
cant (P < .00001 for both days and hours).

Table &,
Temporat. DistrisuTion oF OCCURRENCES®

<O
’wQ, J‘

Days of the Week
Tipe " ), | Sy M. Ta. W. Th F. e Totals
12:00 - 1;59 AM, | I 1
I:M* j:ﬂ ﬁ-M- , I 0
$:00- S:SOAM. | © | 0
6:00 - 7:39 AL | | I 3 | 5
8:00 - 9:59 AM. 0
10:00- 11:59 AM. | @ 9
1200 - 1:S9P.M. | 0
go: mmmx | 1 ooy |
400 - S:S9P.M. | s ¥ I 12
B00- 7:59PM. | 2 3:.Cay e f 9
8000 9%9PM. | 8§ 5 o % 17
R_Enu_:n:siP.M [ 19, 1" g 1 76
r Sp Tomw | 26 13 N 2 13  F 2 (o6r

ﬁhmhunmnlﬁtﬂmm over Days: x' 49.91 (6 d.f.): P-:: ﬂlII}Iv
unnnﬁﬂ!:currmmm'r:rﬂuun e ﬁZI]q‘,Ildl",l,l"-C.'.{ﬂ!);ll

* The nu:dum i-entered if the event is -ut-:d to have occurred sometimed
& two-hour spas; for instace, between 3:30 and 5:30 p.a, In this case, it is 4:30 a0

)
\7 968 If we relate the figures to ‘the activities of the family, we notice
4,7@ that on Sundays, the most active days, the family, generally spent
’mﬂrc time at home than on weekdays. The same was true as a
/|,@rul Z C&([ Saturdays, with the exception of ‘one weekend when the
: éybﬁ home early Friday morning/and did not returmuntil
Co,)[ & at On another Saturday and_exténding/back to
Qe ﬁil}&d@?4uf that ,week, family life was severely upset by /re-
pqgterﬁ’and phqﬂ;gnphgm it is possible that it was because of this

/‘
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5 idents took place during these four days. However, these
m&u mlt:rr tions do not fully accounit for the infrequent
m“nbﬁm nesdays, Fridays, and Satm‘daya For some
unknio ’ﬂm effects died down at these times,

Z}m hourly’dis nlﬁu‘t;pn of the events was recorded for two-hobir
| lu" er the activities of the members of the ﬁimﬂ,y
in ruhtn':?nctu tﬁﬂ;, thephenomena were most numerous when, the
children we:ﬁr%} hdfmﬂ and awake. wusually commencing when they
returned from schupl and. continuing until they were asleep. Once
A they had been in Bed long enofigh to- suﬁgcst they were deep
fss aﬂeep the disturbances ceased antil the following morning when
S, 4 " the family awoke. On the days whenodistufbances took place later

S than 10:00 ».m., the children hadvbeen‘kept awake By, preceding
Lq, A SOn school days, they awoke about”7:00 Ame and’left for

om bout 7:45, several disturbances . ‘pecurring ‘during’ this
in “Nothing happened while they were at school. A/ later
U ule , was followed on Saturdays and Sundadys, THere, were
no ‘&demﬁatur{lny marnings. On Sundays there was @ noticeable
shift il the hmlrlz.r distribution of the morning occurrences which
reflect the fact that on Sundays the children awoke later than
on the other days.

Mr. Lessing returned from work in the late afternoon when the
/~_ children were already at home and usually after the disturbances
4@@ N had begun. Mrs. Lessing spent miost nlg(ﬂ'u: day, at home, but

;. Yo, % happened unlm tht: childgen tvege also there:

A, a LEEI the times of the disturbance$/appeated to be corre-

h&q‘n ‘the times the children were at hiome ang awake suggests
4 /7@ ?Hny: une‘bl; perhaps both might have been the agt:mfu

/}S@agd%dnbﬁwn of Occurrences ¢

As'4 @ertﬁcr aid in determining agency, the prﬂmmlfy nf the
members of the family to the incidents was studied.

R

bers of the family Were in'‘the house, though their exact distances
from the origins nf the ‘disturbances ‘were not necessarily known.
In sixty-four instances, Mu:hm:l wis known to be at home. Nancy
and Mrs. Lessing were in the house/ during sixty events while
Mr. Lessing was home during thirty-two. Secondly, the instances
“/« were counted when it was reported of could)be inferred that
persons were absent. There were no umurmnmwhen it was
certain that LMlch‘m?I was away, In only three cases is it possible
that he might not havé€heen home. Nancy and Mrs. Lessing were
away dugx,ng five Mcurtencm each and M. Lessing during thirty-
one. B 11

Next, the ; ﬂmg: dnatnnm was determined between the place

First, the number wis added of the cases when the various mem-="

A

Ve
.,
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in the house where an unexplained movement originated and the
location at that time of the members ofthe household. The averages
were obtained by dividing the total number of 6Ccurrences whose
distances from the person in question was known into/the sum of
the distances for these incidents. In the case¢'of Michael there were
fort§-eight happenings and the sum of their distances fromi him
whs 434 feet.°The average distance per évent comsequently is
434/48 =) 9.0 feet..In the cases of Nancy, Mrs. Lessing; and Mr,
sessing,their average distances from the events were {(547/40 =)
13.7 feet, (584/37 =) 158 feet, and (320/25 =) 12.8 “feet, re-
spectively“/ . "9, C7, "¢/ /;

Finally, thcfp:;qximit% factor was studied for the twenty-eight
incidents when all'membéers of the family were at home. In some
cases two or more persons werd reported to have been equally close
to an occurrence. Michael ‘was closest to the disturbance in nine-
teen cases, or was among the pergons clogest to it. For Nancy and
Mr. and Mrs. Lessing, the figures were six, three, and eleven. This
distribution is significant (P < .002). 7/ -

In all cases, the spatial distribution of the events inzelation to the
members of the family points to Michael as the center of the dis-
turbances, , 7%

In the following pages a Search will be made for clues regarding
the nature of theiincidents on'the basis of the hypothesis that
Michael was the source of the energy.

Prysical AsPecTs

Aftenuation Effect h

~ “The analyses in the previous section suggestéd that Michael was

“the sotirce of the disturbances because they ténded to happin, when

he was at home and awake and because they oecurred.in closer

proximity to hin than to anyone else. The assumption underlying

thes¢ analyses is basically a physical one. It is assumed thar RSPK

agency will_be revealed by spatio-temporal correlations betWeen

a person and the disturbances. If the phenomena do in fact follow

) 7 physical rules, then thes¢ might be expressed in other ways as

9 well. One of the main characteristics of known forms of energy is
") », that there is a gradual attenuation with distance in space.

. 4 "/ cThe distances from Michael at which the phenomeng in the Les-

¢ Q 5,1:;3" '1‘15’1‘,'? could occur were limited by the size ‘of the house. No

T e i - could occur inside the house ar gredter distances from

0/7,6 ’ Michael than' approximately forty-two feet, the didggonal from one

¢t [Fﬂfﬁ’ﬂ% gf"%hc hotise, to another. Since Michael did not generally

K’ay‘lnng of the corners of the house, the possible distafices at

0@// f@ L

7’

R “h ey
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most times were shorter. For instance, if he was in bed in his room,
the lengths were to the corners of the living room and
m&% distances of about twenty-seven{eet. The greatest
adm_“ﬁngéh@ﬁ/‘im“'h“““ was recorded was twenty-six feuf
' forty z:#igﬁt eccurrences where Michael's distance 'was
known. “haye been redauced to six groups nting pccur=
rences at 145, 6-10, 11515, 16-20, 21-25, and 26-30 feet. The
number of occurrences for the six groupings was nineteen, nine,
welve, five, two, and one. A linéar regression analysis shows the
5. decrease to be statisticallyzsignificant (f = —6.58; r = .96 (5 d.f.);
" Qq,;';_= 001). This suggests that the encrgy respensible for the
Yoy was attenuated with distance. | ,
- Qs/gin&,cﬁdmcn for attenuation withodistance could have impor-
“ ,tant implications for the understanding of RSPK, and perhdps. of
%/ . other psi phenomena, we should examine any reasonable counter-
4 is before accepting it. There are several yays in which
: tration effect could arise as an artifact from factors éxtra-
neous 'to,the ‘energetic process itself. We may refer to ‘these as
“motivational artifacts,”” “observation and target-grouping arti-
facts,” and “‘fraud artifacts.”
‘Motivational Artifacts: Objects in the yisual field of a person
‘are more likely to be a focus of attention than concealed objects. If

%h/c‘&/; mg{ has feelings of aggression {which, as Fshall later show,
: 7

chael seemed to have) against persons or things inhis environ-
¢ may be more likely to vent his ‘anger on those near at
thafi’ on more distant ones, whereas, “out of sight is 6ut of
fiiind.” There /were three disturbances which originated a few
“Ufeet in front of Michael as he was seated at the dining room table
ich might have been/at least within his peripheral yisions It is
orded cwhether he’actually was looking at thesé pbjects,
for one which hé said he/did not see because he was looking
at his dinner ‘plate. There ‘Wwere twg movements of bottles on 4
bathroom table next tothe sink where Michael was standing
brushing his tecth. He was watched by his father, who saw the
bottles start to slide across the table. However, Michael said he
only noticed the bottles when they felb(to the floor and into the
lil:l.{ . On another occasion a figurine, flew/off a table next to him

o Wwhile he was facing away, talking to his sister and a visiting relative,
and in another/an ink bottle moved while his back was turned.
The remaining incidents in the 1-5 feet category took place when
Michael was in hed 4nd consisted in disturbances on or of his
bedside, tablép of wall, pictuges, and of objects at the foot of his
bed. At these times thé lights in the room were out and Michael

not

either was reported to have fallen ‘asleep or was presumably trying,



270 Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research

D to do so. It seems unlikely that he was consciously paying attention

. =/ to the objects that were disturbed. 6, ¢ _

=’ _It does not seem that there was/any tendency for objects to be

o 7). “disturbed which Michael was looking avor which hé was otherwise
" concerned about. He seemed to bé as little involved with-objects

A, cloSe in space as with the more distant ones, at least ot & conscipus

)

Jevel. - Qn. ¢ WA
.. Observation and Target-Grouping Artifacts: 1t /is possible ‘that
the attenuation’ effect s, due, not to the energetic process jtself,
but t6 alack‘of suitable RSPK targets or to less efficient observatitn
of disturbed objéets at increased; distances from Michael. It may be
that Michael's habifual paths in the house brought him close to
sensitive objects or that his parénts and the other observers were
especially attentive to vecurrénces in-his immediate vicinity, over-
looking those further afield. In’ éither case, there would be at-
tenuation with increased distance from Michael. These possi-
bilities are especially likely to be realized for the longer distance
categories since these could be expected to extend beyond the
house when Michael's movements brought him clase to its outer
walls more| ofterd than the shorter ones inside the ‘house. The
internal walls'as well'as the floor and ceiling between the upstairs
and the basement were permeable to the energy and it would be
surprising. if the outeréwalls' were not. However, no phenomena
were observed outside and itis possible this was due to a deficiency
of suitable RSPK targets there or to pdor conditions of observation.
With regard to the situation inside the house, Michael was un-
doubtedly under closer watch thian anyone clse by his parents and
the various investigators. However, this did not figan that they
became less attentive to disturbances at a distancé from him, On the
comtrary, there was a special concern ghout the distant incidents
because they were often more difficult to explainonormally than
many. of ‘those that happened right next to Michael, say. when he
was alone in his room. But it is possible that the further rémoved
the ‘membeérs of the family and others were from an incident, the
more likely they were to fail to notice it. In that case, we should
expect an attenuition effect in relation not only to Michael's
position but also in relation to the proximity to the events of the
496 other persons present, %
,,,  The forty cases where Nancy's distance from the occurrences
0r, ' ,was known were distributed as follows: ‘ope, seventeen, eight,

s ey

rty-seven incidents tookoplacé‘when Mrs.

o A i ..in , and one. Thi ‘
U q ”Im\ilg"‘n distance was known; they fall into groups of thrée; eight,

%0, 7z 8iX) seven, cleyen, and two (one incident which occurred, thirty-
Ay @ﬁwgf:ttfﬁwu Mis. Lessing was included in the 26-30 féet catégary).
! J,g lfl@cﬂ:’ﬂc niq,B;flr. ‘Lessing there were twenty-five occurrences of
4/7@ 7,
ry

Q
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U

divided into groups of five, four; seven, six,. t.hrct, and
regard to the twenty-one cases ‘where visitors were
Bres ir distances known, the figures dre zero, five, six,
four,five, and ‘ane_(the visitors consisted of relatives, friends,
Edﬁce/ﬂﬁ'ﬁ:em. a physicist, Dr. Pratt, and myself), For

comparison, these figures and those representing the

, to percenta fihﬁ,tg\j:n]n for each person and entered in Figure'h
For imunf ¢ ninetéen incidents in, Michael's 1-5 feet group

, become nearly forty’per cent of the forty=gight events where his
‘s Q bm w.a'r.":r;'::Ir knuwn?:ﬁgu;c I’shows at a glance that only in the
9 ¥ cemse of Michael did the nuriber of incidents detrease gradually
A @ with distance.

% In all cases there was a conspicuols lack of cvents in the 26-30
ofeet ry and beyond. This is undoubtedly an obsesvational
/.. aftifact caused by the limited size of the house since, at/these

b ces from the events, it was unlikely or impeossible for the
: t6’be within the walls of the house. This general decrease
throws doubt on Michael’s 26-30 feet category and the moré'distant
ones. It is possible/that the lack of incidents is at least partially due
to observational factors‘and that more phenomena would have been
observed at greater distance if the area of/effective observation had
been . Since there is no attenuatign for the other persons in
% 1-25 feet groupings, the attenuation ‘observéd, in the case of

g in this range probably is not dte to observational artifacts.

~

other aspect of the distributions calls for éﬁmmcnﬁ:mmtlf.
igh proportion of disturbances when Nancy'was 6-10 feet way.
is coficentration, representing more thart/forty per_cent'of her

I's, room when; he was in bed, Nancy Wils l'%u iw bed

about’ cight feet away in the adjacent room. _ o
As far ds'ean b€ determined, Michael was not in closer proximity

the other members of his family, except for those in his own room.
He was probably less often close to the things in his parents’ room
that were disturbed (see Tablg 7) than Mr. and Mrs, Lessing were,
and Mrs. Lessing was undoubtedly méreg involved with the bottles
of laundry liquids (sce Table 6) that weré 8o often targets for the
o disturbances than was Michn:; :I;a nn&nrﬁ: else in ;Ee fm;ly. Con-
sequently, it is/to be expecte t if the attenuation effect is an
artifact fﬂué;;ngfmm the location in the house of RSPK targets
in certain limited aréas, the gradual decrease of incidents with
distance from Michael should be observed also in relation
to the uﬂﬂ; - members 6f his family. As we have already seen, this
was not the ¢ase,

in relatioroto Michael’s distances have been converted’

M is due to the fact that for many of the incidents.that happened,
Wiy OV (/.
in I’é:?ﬁﬁﬁ

to the objects orkinds of objects that became RSPK missiles thart
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ﬁami Artifacts: 1f Michael cavsed some of the incidents nor-
I;gh:r or not he was aware of this, ‘we mnght expect the
m‘hﬂ of incidents to occur in his close proximity. Asa
mt'hnu of observation were poorest for the incidents
h.% clasestto Michael. It was usually easier to determine
%Eﬁldrd,kdld*m;t surteptitiously throw an object or use some
trick in'@ distdnt room than in the one he n&upmd«
at the m”fghe sixteen ogcurrences where Michael was under
observation hy ﬁﬂults- are-much more E\TETI'}T distributed in the six
distance g-mupmgs than the total of forty-eight: four, four, four,
9 three, one, and zero. Th:fd:;mhuﬂnn 15 not entirely flat, the linear
* cpegression analysis giving ¢ =<.--2.35 with'a correlation cocfficient
o of v .80. This is comparableto the figure: representing the
-ﬁ ht disturbances (r = .96), ‘but the: prnhlb;.hty here is
= ,10. Most of the incidents in the 1-5 group took plm::e
° gﬁchul was in bed at night and not under observation by
i qﬂulﬁ‘/ d several of these he could casily have perpetrated
lly 4’/]3}1:11: is one exception: Mr. Lessing, having been alerted
nuﬂ ocgurrence in Michael's room, saw a night table mm-‘
m.n:t;:t":ll egrees and then fall while Michael was lying quietly in
gh this event does not allow us to conclude an 1ng'
about thm:: that took place when Michaél was alone and not ob-
mad. at least it shows that not all mcidqams that occurred when he
in bed at night were done by him nurmaﬂ}r é‘ithm consciously
Yo, Ag};cunmuml

A, summary, thi. attenuation effect umnbt be eaally explained
GS; A nthgf interms of motivational prufemm:r.n opother éxtranépus
Evén the selected sixteen cases’show dn. atteruation.
though they prumt a sample biased in fnvor of the grcnt;:r
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10 Categories. I
Psi ﬁ:lﬁoﬁl;{ E#lﬂmﬁﬂf Dm:y Q
I have auggeated, that psi phenomena can be understood in terms
20" N of “psi fields,” mtemuunf betweéen psi fields, and interactions
N between these and knowy; physical ficlds (8).? Psi fields are similar
N to known fields insofar as they oftén exist in regions surrounding
| N . physical objects. A PK occurrerice can be understood in terms of
5 Thc Sy s an event in the agent’s organism mﬂumcmg“!m pm field, which in
17 %20, <WeR5  26-30 ¢ turn influences the psi fields of objects in his/environment and

e Distance in Foet”

Y

thereby the qumLu lh:mulv:: As with other fields; ”The shorter

&},

Fl]: Sb. - FPercentage of number of occurrences in rduhn to th duunu i
n-d@,rzwﬁ:i of persons in the house. When several ¥isitors were at tbdapmme dissance
» one entry was made in that distince category, When several
a ;I erent distances, rhewmgemuunmwuuud. ﬂnuufﬂmm-n

y .ﬁtthn&ﬁ: this ifnyesti ‘gﬁbﬂmmnduﬂﬁmd the data pertaining to distance,
eic,, were not been formulated. An earlier version was

mrh ESP an chometry.'” In the course of w the’
present paper 1 discovéred that same E"?’lﬂw observations were conmistent wi thp

, in hh;n, I..-uun[ 8 26-30 feet cat took 32 feet
h&n‘ eRory unﬁl}r place psi field theory.
’4/7@ Va
/s ,~ So, X
U S, e, ; oy
o, /79 ! O, '?GS ¢
S 279 % ‘e SS)
bz % R Sa, A,
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’,q% the distance between two psi fields, the greater the probability of
-~ '/, interaction between them™ (8, p. 51}, The present observations
i 6, w0 Appear to support this hypothesis. - o, &y

y Yy |

. )
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C, briolin Sops e 1
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Fig. 2. Number of ‘gpcurrétices in relation to, Michael's distance from the
“sdn studies of ordinary physical pccdrrences, the fate of attenua-
+tion ‘may tell us something about the, nature of the, physical field.
Incthe hope that the present data might yield newSinformation
‘aboutthe RSPK process, an analysis of the“attenuation wias, made
by Dr. John L. Artley. Figure 2 shows the six groupings.of occu-
enCes éntered’ at the midpoints (that is, the incidents [-5, feét

from’ Michacel are shown as if they were observed at three feet,

the otherscat ecight, thirteen, cighteen, twenty-three, and ti’ﬁ:nt};-

eight feet). The curve drawn with a solid line is Dr. Artley's

), estimate of the monotonically, or smoothly, decreasing curve which
) %65 ) hutlgl]:n the ;11 uhsnr:;nti;:lnﬂ points. If it were drawn to fit all, it
)., Vn, Would havea hump at the third representing the inerease of phenom-
) O/“A,I ena in the 11-15 feet category. It is ass '%Zthat‘l}ﬁ;/.inﬁrm is
“ ., /o produced by some extrancous condition and is nota function of the
N progess ‘itself. As I shall later show, (this éxtranéous, condition
Ony edrs r&:&h‘ﬁ & "focusing effect” consisting of repeated ‘incidents
tain nhjéﬁt%s "When these repetitions areonot counted; the

N

~ In order to determine whcthc:‘»lthc dntqﬁt curves representing
ili ctional forms, for instance, as expressed in the inverse

wnﬁ@géw

source) or'the ifwerse law (which concerns line sources), seves

' cziwﬁ#cmznmdmd The exponential dﬂ curve was fou

to fitthe data best (see Appendix B for Dr. ey’s full lm.f]m%h

|

This is drawn with a broken line in Figure 2. A familiar a

Sy, of this curve’i the: measurement of attenuation of sunlight ﬁ?tit‘
Chy pe a “ﬁm;ﬂ medium, such as the ocean, where the decay’
Mg ﬁﬂpﬂm with the depth of witer. Actually energy is not lost;

it is converted to anothér forme In the, casé of sunlight hitting

QU

7 water. licht energy is converted to heatenergy. Sincé RSPK phenom-

9 Cyyater, | ey 10 heatenergy. omceiiol’ s p

s /' ena/ Jﬁ:mlly involved the movement ‘of objécts, in<the present
! %ﬂc appears to have been a conversion of psi energy to kinetic

osenergy, and, in some instances, to sound energy {or “phonons”),

' lt“ﬁ;uk%guﬂd sense that it is the e:pune:nt'fﬁ decay curve that best
E/ tﬁe'g.lﬂ rather than, say, the inverse square 'ir;ur}'i:f since the

%ﬁpﬂﬁgﬂg curve entails conversion of one formy of &

~ into anether, Which the other curve does not. The finding'is con=

- sistent with the principle of conservation of energy which isin-

corporated in the psi field theory in the form of the hypothesis

that “When psi fields interact with each'ather and with physical
., fields, energy is exchanged in such a manner that the total energy
7 s conserved” (8, p. 50). Pt

Y Vs Yoy,
O’»ﬁﬂﬁﬁ‘ﬂymfﬂn Effects P vy S0,
681‘@ i@pm éfiergy is analogous to known énergy forms; the loss of
e ﬁ:q';y 'ﬂﬁ;hvﬁhsmed distance from the source may be revealed
“mot only in the reducsion of incidents with distance, but also in the
rﬁl@yﬁ?f of energy the farther removed from the sourge the inci-
dents’ ate, Onie waycin which the strength of energy ‘might be
expressed 184n téf’ma,pf"the, length of movement of the objects.'The
energy requiréd to propel @ given object depends on its weight:
A distinction should theréfore bemade between pieces of furniture
and lighter household items. However, none of the seven picces
of furniture that were involved moved any measurable distances,
but merely turned over (or, in one.case, upside down). A number of
incidents consisted in the unexplained ‘opening of screw-cap
o bottles and the spilling of their contents, With the exception of one,
they did nuﬁ‘i‘tﬁ'y;, Since there is no way of dutermininﬁil:nw much
| was 6sed for the removal of the caps, this case has not been
included ./ T'wenty-four‘eases remain where houschold items moved

various, distanwes. In eleven, where the movement originated be-
tween 1-5 feet from, Michael, the average length of movement was
O 5.8 feet, for three that originated 6-]10 feet from him, the length
4
Cqy
)
\fO(y ’@ Q@S‘@ Z
QOC’/ | S@r Qf(‘/,

i fOr r 'OQ/‘-U S VUO" I
A 4
9
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ich applies to the field intensity surrounding a point
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D was 7.6 feet, for the eight incidents i in m 11-15 feet category, it
-/ was 8.75 feet, while the single dutufkn,um fn4hl= 16-20 and 20-25
A W < Broups were fuur and two feet, rupecu Iﬁ:;l‘h mht.-r of entries,
Q /) w % icularly in the 6-10, Iﬁ—!ﬂ gs, are too few
7, "4 to rely on; however, there is no L‘i'an fmr %umufaj length
‘90, @S y uf@pvmwn} with distance from I'Hhr:lmalﬁg.n tluawpr! the 6ecur-

Q‘e;lm to follow familiar l‘.'l'll'.'l' : processes. (@n the
s hmd ;iw ct that the furniture gen féﬂdm: and

did_nototheriise Efovs while many of the ht :ﬁi did,

-

seertis gonﬁﬁtem uch, processes and the ps /theory;
“The mﬁrr@n mi“f cct/;ur event is dr:tmm'l.ncd by ‘ather
hysical causes, ,Lgruﬁ‘f 'I'.ht.‘ ﬁa;ccncrg]r needed to affect it”
B S 01 4 PR Sspp
or

(5x c
Psi Field Vectors % c L4, om
(\

In Figure 3, the origins, l:hmctqu. dnd langth: of movements are
shown whf.:n these were known and, when Michael's position in
relation to them was reported or mui:ﬂs: ind erred. We can re rd
these as vect&srl(n his psi ﬁ:ld that is, as forces w:t’lf direction w
the distance an object travels indicates the strength of the fun:e
Michael's }Im:ﬁ’tiqp way he faced are indicated by the circle
:md en nﬂbdf,grrmlﬂ'lt ecenter. The heavy curved line at the left

es, movem hr.:n itwas not known which way Michael
flccd Thr&s qb l:&s /:BIE ﬁn; represented, since only ofié

5y, aspect of their l:m?uqn known,, cn”nstg: of an object that muvm:l
| 0/7/‘ toward Michael and two that moved clockwise in relation to him.
% 7, These aspects of their m r.gu t ape méorparhul in the following
- “discussion. | / Cq

f\’ o . @S@@ %g rule the movements ori nﬁwd mcﬁwnt uf Mn:!ﬁql There
y% 7, were fourteen instances of this type m;:.b' thS%q:ur-

"0, “spences;wer€ initiated at his bar:k 4 This &lﬁ':r&'n is significant
SJ, (4Po= iﬁ] There was no significant favoring/of ai”das? mn:qm-
ents’ g;lglﬁhung at his right and seven at his left.~
hen we Jook at the directions of movements, rhr.rc m,an Thsig-
nificant tendeniey, for the objects to move away from M

nineteen nf’ﬂlgn following that trend with t.hlrl:ecn moving toward

) him (two objects that Ihﬂt;d off toward Michael and then passed
4 9% him were counted with the objects moving ?‘Wlﬂi him). If a dis-
¥ “, tnction is made between objects made in w ale or pnrt of metal,
~"9r, " /which are probably electrical conductors, afid those lx de of ghnn,
el /e pgﬁctg.gm wood, and plastic, which are ﬁml:mb ydi s there

9 e, M/_L/?; C‘/@[ |
00,7[ Oz%g&%cmﬂmwmlmm. y%%?

2/

R . ()

Dnlrln, I-m;th and direction n
"“{“ﬁ{;m"m e

in
'mﬁ#ﬂn disturbance. (Since the large u;r& indicates
our feet should be added to obilain an estimate of the

For the movements shown within
as lying down.) For el
clockwise in relation to him are
mrnThuhmhnmm;bﬁy y

.;";;??‘“
m.. e

I:}li:d/uﬂw’&
g d?mnf;mm not
N

Y/
is an insignificant tendency fnr l.h/é diel
Mi ixteen following
r hand, five conductors

this trend whi

I:z:(im known which way

to move away from
ht moved mwnrd

ome Aspects of a .§m uf ’Paftergmt Phenomena
&
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in ruh
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was lying down



N, <
S_j/ ‘ Of
C/,/. /

278 Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research

, Eighteen of the objects moved c!m:kﬁix and fourteen counter-

r ¥ clockwise, also an insignificant ﬁfﬁdrtni:m Tht tr.ndunc}' for

7 5, movement to be initiated in fronto El s l;n that there

o/ Q\'@ a concentration of energy in/that part of the

L /r, Hnyﬁih the directions of movenitnts fitiled tu“ﬁhaw nﬂ consis-

¢y N onship to Michael's position, the wéh;m'ikmgljr corre-

/7@ ‘ Iated with compass directions. As shown i in’

n; réf‘ﬂ:;n{:e for a northerly direction (P < .01)/ ’Theﬁsa is alsa)a

ng}'mf uf,:iiﬂ: over west {P = .02). The preference for northeast

as agamst the o posite sotithwest direction where no ﬂéjﬂtﬁ were
recorded ’is,hnving mmmd is“also mgmﬁ-:nnt (6P < .002).

{

_ Tﬁhl’: 2
DinecTions oF meﬂym N RevraTion o ComPass

Northerly | f L P
u_ +nm - Ny

Southerly |

Directions

ost ’ ’Dru South South-East
o @1 Y 4 . 9

,. Totals: | 97 [T 8 ,,i“' Az T
Hnrth-ﬂnuthﬂlﬂ' =ﬁﬂ{l/df} P:: 01
East-West D:ﬁung 3’ B P - 02
" ¢/, North-East South-West Dtﬂ’:mm;' ’M(LI Ei 6P <<1:002*
C

r | | Thll figure is not independent of the prufﬂq; twn )0

)

It ma',r be ;relevant that the Lessing mtnng room, whem the’dis-
’tugmeWere rclntwely frequent, is in the northeast cornerof the
house;while Nancy's room, in which there was a conspicuous lack
of events {only nne having occurred there), is in the southwest
corner (see Table 7 below). The possibility that the incidents are

 ; L related to the areas associated with the various members of the
6o family will be discussed later, ©

v » 4%
1 Org 74 ﬂmrﬁmnfﬂwt e
7
Qr W,
Q h Q /./7
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29 60
f th is ; llivu%
of the most curious aspects of th g;a-c' vas the removal of
caps from bottles. There were twénty-ofie instafices in which
e and two in which metal containers‘lost their screw

£ pnn’feduuuilljr by explosive sounds, and fell’ ower aplllm
l E
b&hm%m;t:nﬁs{ )m-: also moving nine feet).c/
0

C
%/' / " @,O " 9/7[ Q/ A
Q S Q

S Q ba g
J r /7‘1/ o O' - //7r\

le 2, there wtqurked*
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D: ratt and 1 l:xpl:nmentl:d ’inrlth I:l-uftﬂ-:u. trying to cause the
¢ off by creating a pressure inside. The only way the

% made to come off without hrﬂhﬂg them or the l:ﬂh—

taifie bfﬁmrr.wmg them. Since screw caps are re

”jth i( unt]:rc}udtw;a: motion, it appears that the :ntrg}'m?ﬂfh

b ede_in its moved counterclockwise.

Thﬁecg a mrp, from some of the other objects that lhE‘jF
were lﬂeﬂ@dch a im;auh (ﬁﬂrr:f: “As a rule the nature of the mb%—
ment of the nhjfem 5 ifn:l;knﬁwn gmcf);heg were rarely observed in
motion. Only four ‘objects’ were ﬁctfuaﬂ’j’/;w:w:d during the full
course of their movemetits, Mf.-Lessi ﬁgaﬂF one of the two bottles
€on the bathroom sink turn 45-90 degrees hgfnréht slid across the
lm:l fell to the foor; he ahquw’mbﬂdhde ub!cctum about

dngrf:ea before it fell over; and a *ﬁmuu relative saw a ﬁgarm:
m like . . . a worm cut in pieces’ ht:.fure it ll:ﬁ 3
i . A dcsmprunn which is also mm:si:ﬂnté ith a i::lrd:u].lr
/ ’

/%a.hg far’as one can tell, there was nothing unusual lﬁn%/)ﬂm fra-
erf/nf ﬁu: -pbjects, For instance, there is no suggestion thit
they turned around corners; the place an object landed was always
consistent with a straight motion frem its place of origin. Most
tlbjm landed on the floor, thereby, su ng a downward flight

. However, in some cases it mu ﬁfemd that part of
Sothb mnhﬂn was upward. For msmncc. 1 two occasions clorox
bottles in an eight-inch high box én, the floor Jumped out and broke.
% u-m:aﬂmrlﬂ two figurines, which scmud o’ ﬂ}yhﬁ«.mmtm
lufghp traveled nbnut ten fﬂ:ﬁ:t, hittmg afid, sﬂrnng; a dﬁk

two, main clusters of marks, representing the ti’g:y:ﬂ when the

,sgnmbmuﬁplm‘iy broke, were twenty-seven and’ ﬂgrty@—dn,c inches
e ﬂog{ Insthe basement recreation room a p ph_on
legwo feet high. moved fourteen feet, hitting and aﬂungh

lhﬂf on amtﬁ&p ﬁu: Feet up. S

y (&
Nature of ﬂﬁjﬂ.‘:ﬂ S QU 4 0 '
If RSPK energy is¢ mmp’nrgbl: to, known energy forms, it is
also to be expected that thé physical pmpumm of objects may cause
them to be more or less sensitive to’t -encrgy. In the hope that
any patterns that emerge here will* alln Ké found in other RSPK
studies, | describe the electrical afid chemical p ies of the

disturbed 0 jéets, insofar as these can be determiix

Mﬁ/ﬂm Table 3 gives a list of all the Dhj!ﬂ‘.ﬂ and
their ulém-u:a]’?pmpéﬁ:leu as far as they are known. There were/
seven incidents lﬂvuiwmtqmmll objects which were probably all
good mﬁdggmmf}:l hitdi ces affected objects which were
partially made of meml anid thﬂ?ﬁiun: classed as probable cone

'?@ Se Z A
QU
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| Table thi -uwﬁ hnttld/ r other objects made of
= aetores On Ewentysthres ool “bi% INdoieh caln, gliss, o ; W:II-‘-E the buttles mnmned?#it'én usually in com-
o 'c,  and other poor conductors or diel ﬁnp ﬂtﬁd The twenty- 414 other substances, namely hydrocarbons (perfume,
6, 7 5 six glass bottles were counted as ﬁ'qzab ectrics even though thinner), chlorine, soap, and ammonia, which®; )
e S }/O”/r fﬁ@umn instances their contents imi ébg mn@l{%‘-'tﬂﬁ SOc spcotlied fg:l% %m' and one of the incidents, in lha;/prﬂ&n( 5y
Qo @fes U&, "o, Coy, &7 ; /- g ‘?S@ y C/ VoY Yo, [ 7 “ay S
thg o o g D% Tables 7, @r%[ by, -, o;@f e “frale 4 e Ve, I
Vet (4 , clusermcas. Prorseris or Ougeers ¢, <y Y, Vops o % Sy o
‘ o . h-‘m 28
- aiC Ne@g«ﬁe Dl;& ¢ S
Dielectri .
wm%f@ Qwuh‘ﬁl!gh ﬂ&hdunf::t Emdm s e / %
Bleach Bottles | B Al & ot Gl v -
Holy Water Bottles | 54~ 07 ¢, ¥
Toilet Water & ISRy AN
Perfume Bottles B Corndis \ v
Shampoo Bottle 2 R 70 ¥
Starch Bottle 2 Se L7 Q v
Bottle 2 T L v
Ink Bortle 1 Rl v
Wine Bottle © 1 ’ ¢y Y
Ammonin d 9’?9 1 e v ]
Cerigmgauriior 4
b s 4’7/3;/. V 6
E.'il‘h‘“h Fjlaz/ ‘A % CQ’O \/ /,
Fim'-' : F Q 7% O I \f‘r O/ p
m Fil'lu:iﬂnCO} v /./,}. J/Of,{, 4 Sl‘y v S
DSJ/C ﬁﬂ m.;u | [C?c;ﬁ@f@s ¥, o 2 v Connll
; Z 3 Metal Furniture :2‘/7@ Ccy ; ,q// SJ’O/). 8
Yt s s Brass 2 o, T Y "Cqy
¢/, e  Cpsble 3 B ANROF SfEr R
79 " r, Glébé of World a 811 o T I b gL
b Veﬁlﬂ'ﬂuﬂ 3 SOC~ { o Yo, Y Cp
(o) 4 Ly, ,Wﬂh ictu 2 " & a Q/,; =
R . %o, W05 20
,VC/7 . Plare ‘ [00/77 } ’ : Qr D
i M@‘:‘é = 1 v % Chy C:/’ / .
S@I'ptryf r,/.,ls/ o 4 : s AL Yr The fourteen objects consisti bm or wholly of starches and Sy%
- i i o & ‘cellulose, such as the wooden itirre, , gave that figure for car-
D Z O g : 2 ; and objects of porceldin or “china, thirteen for clay.
v 6}9 Thmwmmuruth:nthrae times as many incidents with dielec- S e, Gfvoen & bt with mmh of %tﬂh F=a bonldibe
Yo, Y, , tric objeets than with conductors and nhpqm resthan three times % and two as brass. Finally, a*fplastic figurine A
o £ “n,m:ln]r probable dielectrics than ruhi,bfc duttars. Since ""; iﬁn% try under the polymer heading. 196
e "6, do not know the distribution in the house ﬂ“ t#mc;%nda f“ Pmdfjl %:Igm':nts of these materials are indicated b]% 4
- Z aﬁgpm,ﬁfj;mtpmxhlcmu}f Wthﬂgéng%nfm? or ehadﬁngrhso'mthn um@fmhmmujuthgnmunf f/r 78y ;
OIQC & m Wﬂﬂnﬂﬂ}fﬂlhﬂtt Hg'n.at . ! QSED-I i (% Ittﬂ'bﬂ‘u‘r Wllyoé/ /‘@ 4
e A ical E : The Irmmpal materials gffzgm&k/‘be'&“%‘ "o, Im is madeosf mﬂcg n d/;_ 5:“ 0,), sodium nlrbunnﬁ% re 8
four objects weére 1 their chemical elements’ a;:(: shown in + . | A s Co /48
o, e ‘op. Qs / / s . Sf R N, Ce
‘oo Pro, T R 4’7@ T d 5 Ol/’ 4// ey, %
Q/7 Ol(/ . @S@ r / @,O/- d A /) rr /7/ o Va /
” @[J/ . Q/U/ Q ‘\’ //7/\ SOC/ QfOA C&h O()’ S QA
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(Nay CO,4. 10 H,0), and ltmv:(ml:ium oil;de Ca 0). Cansequently,
it consists of hydrogen, oxygen, ciarbon,” aﬂ.u:un. calcium, and
7 sodium., g O v <R

JC/@. study of Table 4 shows thabmmjjfa,f the elementsare common

to the humm organism. This is relhggnt“‘tur the thpgry‘b}! W. P,

H—ME}' (1) that ESP targets made of mutgnalx/md:g‘cnnus to the

organism, work bl:tle:r than nonorganic ‘substarices, Si’im]nrly,
,xm::mrfdmg to i}m: 'of the psi field hypotheses, “Thé/greater the iso-
512 n m@ i fields, the greater the prpbability of
inte Qt.}?n Hﬁwurf ah:: 5’5{3 !&Eil} Since “Phymml and ,nmriml
events pl%’a;h;m morphic ntations of themselves in the ps
fields of the animate or 'ham,mntwcuh]em in which the evt-nts
occur” (8, p. 50), two uﬁcﬂa thut-are physically alike should work
better as source and réceiver than others. Experiments with Pavel

Stepanek (10), in which ke {aﬂmf"tp show evidence of ESP using

aluminum cards while scoring &ggmﬁcmujr with cardboard cards,

lend some support to these speculitions. 7o,

Thecheckmarksin the two mlu mns at the ngiﬁ/nf Table 4 indicate
whether or not the chemical substances composing the disturbed
objects are/shundint in living organisms. Substances that are found
in organisms ﬁdt not ifegreat quantities are indicated by checkmarks
in parentheses, The l:n,tnﬂsan the adjacent column refer to elements
that are foreign to livifig systems, In order to obtain an indication
of the re[aluf% dgtnbuu;m 6f the chemicals among the objects, tht
number of times’in object, contained the chemical in question is
added up at the right of the sable. For instance, since glass and

cclay usually contain silicon, jt is’ assuried that this chemical was

“inyolved in the thirty-seven 1n&dcnu with glass uhﬂcu and in the
thirteen a:aam where china or poreglain ahjttts were ' d sturbed,
making & total of fifty incidents where silicon ‘was oné of the mnm
/matetials. res were obtained for the othér ;hcmtmls in &j.’l[ﬂliﬁl‘
_manner. Thpsc values must be taken with resérvation ;mce they
idgrcgafrd the’ ’tntal amount of the element in question in any, ofié
objéct,, Th: ‘figures suggest that hydrogen, oxygen, carbon, and
silicon ":ﬁ'gr; abundant, that calcium, sodium, and metals ‘(iron,
copper, mnn.ﬁlummum, and unknown) were less abundant, with
chlorine and nitrogen at the bottom of the list.
i E'he twuf rﬂunt ;hﬁmdmtkclements in protein are carbon and
ydrogen, followe nitrogen and ox ‘Hydrogen, ox
g qu carbon are at thcjtup t:nfE the list nf};%ntzﬁnﬁw :ggfll:t
t@mncﬁ while mi is at the ‘Bottom” Caly :gﬁm, which
b also high on the list, is common in/bonéxand teeth. Sedium,
(g uﬁm:. m':rn,c mppﬂ', and :umiI m?:la also le:nd;?;:ht humg;rlr[ﬁ':]l:—
are not as abundant as the o e e
4 /gnljr@ﬂ:;nmt‘:tl)nt%/{ lemment

grmgn to organisms and is high nnu@w list
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_in Table 4 is silicon, which is féund inboth the glass and clay
;ql:gu:té@ jgnwcvcr, thm, as well as ilummumi which is also not

‘af thn%g;umm, were always combined with elements which
are: A hf:l't'c;ppﬁmﬂ- to have been no disturbance of an object whick

- not, ni.’nm as ‘gne or more of its main components, gne ot

several e menta‘izgmmuﬁ to the human organism. However, the

absence %muﬁg ‘the dist turbéd, objects of mﬂhully made%fwnm?é

D organic e!erﬁa‘:ptﬁ. for ,g,ns’cnng. of aluminum, might be because ﬂ'ihn:
Chy were few such’i in /th‘&‘ house. A.

9h¢ ~ Though the prtdﬁr.l;jnnnm; of i:lﬁmuﬁfs abundant in organisms

y 1 is in line with Bentley's thinking and d}ppmbﬁpld theory, we must
9 t further research to dﬂ:nmm whether was a chance

4 Even if there were a fnvunhgal'auah mﬂegnfu at gould have

ted from other factors. For instance,’ lﬂdl:]um;; ﬂﬁ]mu are
% mnﬂbgmﬂmv: than conductors, there would be wdeficiency df the
ﬁid consequently a deficiency of organic substances since
¢ absent from or scarce in living systems. Conyersely,
nce of dielectrics might be duc. not to their eléctrical

! rties, bt 19 the presence in organisms of the materials r:dn%
posing these uh]ecm. Ui
2966) Q © 7
% 4 FocusiNG szfﬁg
/ Qf’ S In ESP experiments, the tendency fora, suﬁjm repeatedly to

ﬁsg?nd in the same way to a target whether ornot in}r “I:uls" are
has been called the “focusing efféet’’ (6). A;,w-nﬂimﬁ times
%: cn%;, of the Lessing disturbances certain pésof objects,
inindividual objects, and certain areas fwthe %u@c mﬁgg,;e:i’_fy

, the tar utcfn)- the unknown energy. Cog
{ ﬂm;ugﬁm t at/all focusing phenomena are n rily dur.f
caases. The term.is only used descriptively for ,t;m ten-

dew:y o ‘fegt;m 0 ng ue?ehc ﬁ.lf:cﬂ:d as targets. U
Before we cali ng, we need to consider whethér
this cffect may I:c m;amffm It hﬂ; been observed that there was an
increase of duturbanmmmﬁ?pmmmn‘g)tu Michael. If objects close
to him were more likely to, be ‘disturbed than those at greater
l!llt.inm, it is possible that I.hn‘%fucﬂmng" on certain objeets and
was due only to Michael a@p;:nxmﬂt;y to them. Tu take a
etical example, if throughout the thirtysix days, Michael
had been In%:kgg up in a room where all objects execept one were
nailed downa ;mPH l;]'ua object moved sixty-four times, this would
uhﬂnua!yfnnt I!:g cwﬂﬂpca of focusing. A distinction can be made
ing ‘on specig) objects and on special areas in the
ec% foﬂgﬁm‘gf, may&ggmst in a preference for individual

Or ﬂb]am ur for types of 0 Jc%t; @;, o7
¥, 4
07
QGS@ fs
Sof\ o >~ Qf'/‘\ Y (
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Individual Objects: In Table 5 I/hnw. vhp ﬁgeunuun of dis-
Ru;hmm of single objects in pelatiom, to th n'.-a from
Mn:iful For each ubjw:t, the first %@knﬂrg re ogy: first

nce mth that object, the second: htch;}trkoftjm second

n}.l? on. The largest numhﬂ‘ @;f 0 nnﬂrwqth
* fi r; of these, two involved a fema e and
tfm-oa g lﬂm:,ul'@i\g wuﬂd@There were four objects w wm‘emm:h
disturb ogr water bottle, a bottle o ch,%a
glass bowl, a,nd ’bﬁhlé%mp %hl objects were involved initwe
disturbances: ih ottle incidents with loss of SCrew

caps and apllhng%n were, disturbances of other objects,

namely a brass lamp, :ml Fr.‘n‘ and I‘@gg]l pn:turh

In all, sixteen objects érg:, l:d nr:r:uuntmg for forty inci-
dents, of which rw:nty—fuur tions. This is three-eighths
of the total of mxtf-faur dmturhm\:%pf . If the itions
are examined in relation to distance from Michael, we find that
three of the globe incidents and both occurrences’ w)th the brass
lamp and the wallspicture took place in his immediate (1-5 feet)
vicinity. Thesé di ces, consequently, may possibly be atmb—
uted to gru:mglt;r zﬁ,thr.:r ﬂ:tg,n to focusing on the object itself.

In !ﬂ"-éﬂgl itions did not occur in the boy's
immediate vicinity. q‘h};u éop;:aﬁfd;pf the three recurrences with
the female figurine; the ’wu ith the bottle of bleach,
the glass bowl, and the tab é]ynp?‘ind e single repetition with
thc starch h-nttll:, the male i the ¢ . The third

ﬁ:dmt with the globe is nnrs’@t;the f@g heg%u was not known

@S@fw itha: Mu:hnel was in the house; At ﬂﬁgpmé.sThc ‘globe was
‘9@ found bed after he and Mr ing d r&ggm:ﬁc?frﬂm

/03hupp:i>@ mmediately before they lefty, had
n{fnghtent@ up the house and had discov ng unuuup]
e Epamﬁ;};. the occurrence either took place when Mic was
d{hﬁi& r ente rmg the house or while he was gone, bl!tp;p;uﬁébly
in his room and within the 1-5 fect mge‘cﬂﬂn-'

H entl:,r. ﬂ&;a; niiy also have been focusing on that object.
n some cases the uﬁjd‘m carcer as 2 PK missile might poamhly
have continued had it not bdf:a destroyed dnngg its last flight, Both

u‘@ Ii the figurines.

Agniin repetition

A or Eng.lsmg phenomenon. However, in view of 1 ,z.' objects

Ve pfn)@h ﬂcu'ge that never Pﬂfﬂnm:d :#m,mn hl"i’f:
! g beenq principle of selection other than chanice,_ ri%rmq,h

J’of',r

@S[

have not been able to assign a statistical vyl

‘ac, effect is due to factors un to, :84‘141
‘then Qh@z may, haﬁg,cgn;:rfcred with the dis C.}iménb nunu‘
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$ o1, Yoy g U
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) . - @C? ) /7&
g, In Table 6, where repetitions have hcm:p,c cluded and only the Ittn not clear what the focusin %ﬂ'm{nny be due to. The favored
- '/ first occurrences with each of the forty Hi:qu are entered, the ot seem different in phplul comiposition from objects

[ %VV L cdistribution of events in relation m/dinun&/ijpﬂu%%h: e:pnnunual
¥ ay curve more closely thanowhen the recurrenices are also

/ ()3
K A, ted, th d
%, @f@s, co e distribution being ﬁﬁﬁcg, Onci):: @fuur’ f%ur. Qn;eé and

lib;pr ‘moved. For instance, there were several china platesan
nﬁh&phj‘ cabinets that were not disturbed. Perhﬂpa 5
an h_]é‘i:t is lrtﬂg;nncd by a PK source, it thereby becomes | 4
@;ﬂ P to‘that source; or the focusing effect rmght ?:dﬂt %,

Lhe €@ ;n adﬂmu@ to.the fact that & number of f'ﬁ?lﬂ Ve Ferieatodls ) N
e rof o re dlye lnmutﬁub nal factors; or 6 a combination of causes. Ishﬁl‘.légnn-! A
4/7@1[’!’& . the, ,of the repetitions is mtem;%g@dg thm:;; Y sider the pgﬁﬁlblzﬁgoyﬁn gﬁm later. 1 N 4 Yo,
I:lfﬂﬁ m*in ide I: aith an object followed immediately y 0D api révious' -, i Types of Objects: In an gguf’t"tn cover if there was any favoring ¢ %,
one, fas :Ey‘/a;venm ag-afea; 24 and 42-43. In two . thére Iheg of of objects, {imﬁ have ﬂumm;n Table 6. In the case 0, S5,
were two ‘ihn!sﬂ'éml}g Wfﬂlé} 51-54, and 34-37; in nn‘irﬂ:ter o/ of the objects rcputcdlf&l;u urbed w }} weee described before, ‘8
f thete werd three, 3-7 i o, 4
our cases there were three, 3-7, 4-8/14-18, and 15-19; and in onec, | % Cpnl thr.fu'st incident is entered to a ph;:udﬁvql' the previous
there were four, 17-22 ﬁ’whln i’j/.?f ’ s @a The distances from I‘uﬁo /uag ahm tn help
Yoy, T P oy, ‘%g;:&unh between focusing and the m;:%mny Eacthf.y ’ %
Comapas/s . ' ¢ ten containers whose distances ‘Lrlqwn seven were
'}T%I: & Q ?@ beyond the 1-5 feet range, mdu:ltmgl/: fo “effect
Focusivg on Tyves or ﬁém um of Em:unut}' There was no md;uhnn‘,pf m:u;a,ng ‘on
@:ﬁﬁ—# I ects or fumitu“ “r“_h !_he mbl: &' ﬁﬁhwﬂﬂf(
Ohject?9, Distance of Occurrence from Mig the ﬁgtﬁ’tnc:s since three of the five whose distances w Cl;gu
h"’l@ky RN NG RIS 1620 223 46530, 2 |Tn“h 3 were affected I::F;ﬁnd/Mlcluel’ immediate vicinity, Yo &
7 o A7 - %6g The total number of bottles and figurines versus other uhjcctsl' g,
Containers: /o, 7 | Cy, " 1 in the house is not known; a statistica cq!gauun of the apparent %
Bleach, Starch, .'mm@nm“é pe @ Fock 3 5 "4 fnmumg on these thcr:fure i not pe ossible, The proportion of mn-
Shampoo, Peffume, = ,, | /0 0 ol w,%
) T,,,F;:f w.,,:’?’rfk . v A e ' | 4 ; ﬁ'ﬂ to other objects in the housé g rn siderabl
Yo, Holy Water “an, I7es. G 6, " I | 2 Co ne half or so, the figure sugges r.rac? hé}ﬂwvgact%at eig 'h‘.‘.'ﬁl.'l
kg Koopectate, Wine ;177 ¢, A 1 2 Nt af{t;hi forty objects were contain als pro-
95, ‘ {l‘;"mll‘nm"" Ink d /.‘]O i i ,'I/C/),- \ 2 § rtion uf'ﬁ,gynnu was less than one sev fﬁr‘!ar diﬁdud hf’f
o 3y S@@_ ninl S panfiey, gy, “q/ S&mﬂﬂaph}s no physical qualities in ﬁafuhyﬁeglthné‘sgpuldu
Ko o Tl el 1t Cayy o, BlES Lin Mgl them more sénsitive to PK than other obj ﬂiw in the huusm , S,
s I’-ﬁ‘-:dhmo@ﬂhpcu Sog; ¢ % “Ser, [Te atg,l} dter, cnrfud:r the_possibility that th:y mig lﬂ,g;w:f? en’ 2 Co
Oy o f'f[F H&ﬁ p 3 I 2 % 3 ?,_v, Sy i W\%II 'chy;;lﬂl %1 rmﬂﬂﬂ /7 /0/‘00/09/7[\? ) / /(:)6
Chy < 5’ ‘Ashtrays ‘| ; " % ¥, e erfmnélf Wy 0’ b Soc, V', SSe
S 0; C -/ g 1
%I.ﬂl’%ﬂ] o | 2 | b s 2 Table 7 shows :ﬁe d;strihuuuﬁmf oceurrences over the rooms of /) P Uy, A
Flashiulls, 4”’3 | | /1 ) the house (one mmdcnti’afsﬁu;ﬂwmﬂdgyntb;lmg Ifdwe llldl.ll:]- o ol
2 Tomisr | 8 ‘ Z events close to Mic ted incidents with indivi Sy
) 290 1 8 o pu i 1 Sylie 1 A ﬂbjﬁt&. and bottle incidents, we'end upwith a figure of only four H
g %5 Furniture: 3 o . ' for the living room and two each fﬁ'n,q;: miagter bedroom and the
1 "o, /r%bf/ f,'}:,"“% i 1/, ~6s 2 recreation room. These figures are too’ low tﬁrpruwde anything
o g %h/c%n\%u- o ] Sk R o, q”b,/ 2 but a nhgh/blg lnﬂwun of area focusing in favdr-of the living .
a ) @ tnum"‘ ANy
¢ E /o J/Oré C’@;I/ Totals: | 4 Voo "% 7 A, 178 It ma]rfbe nhjbap&d ﬂh;th: obj Lu:tfu:ua]mg w;r:u&fm;aimmmg e, L9, 3
Ny &7 - S e e A V. here the objects were locat erthantoany, ), "
ey ., St OOS4Gmn?f Tomk | 1S 6 4 4 [0 /'/em/ 40 1 fwnnng of s the %@%t];crringvﬁ However, repetitions with ~ | ) g
— &y ) Sopi iBsd ¢ Or individual objects wete, ub@ewed in J/sevm rooms and the bottlec. . /&,
%/"/ ’ @0/- / Q/)[ Cq / C A Ay ) QC[ "o Xy OS,q % e /./7[
CQO S : “ / d f@ AP@S@@ & f@,O/- f/7@ @O/ / ' '<]/ / /08'1/0/7. /7[60[ i
OC/@[ £ Q S@fbe /"0/7 Cc?’? S Sa 40@/~ : 1 f@p f/'g/) f Cq, ,
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3 y, a o
| ble ¥’ Gardner Murphy suggests that* “the ulm;nnte elements in person-
,%f : - »@@\79 ality g@u;gur:u:fc {hc needs or tensions’ {3’ Pp- 641). A tension is
- e 3, FocusiNg ox Arsps ook Hﬂ;g 5 %&ﬁmn of energy in a particular tissue 6r group of tissues. !
. %Vy » SO(W T?i:m connected and lpl't:ll:l fﬂ‘.llm wf'l:illlﬂﬂ;uﬂglﬂp ;
{ Or ¢ 'y W hess : gr, * 1".-,1“.1!1'C a tension sysltem whose la C"-IIV@
- e &g y 7 krniaf g s Ty LR 2‘2“'“?“'%“ E Repetic, Leas Wh o in terms « ;ﬂ _relative strengths of tensions and the ©
i 4 Si@of — e B sk -—ﬂa i TR 25 vfrgg:dﬁ‘y/qf I:iiz;lgrn to-their diffusion” (3, p. 641). In Mure
° 4 g7y o rf 7 Cs 2 ’ Sf@(y . i~ pﬁy s view, these tensions may rfm:gd beyond the physical orgai ¥
/7@/‘/ M' G4 Q/ 4 16 |'Cs ,"/7 / ) ; m human lﬁérﬁ(ﬁ 15 %t rﬁtm‘i;lﬂd to the hﬂ-l:lj’ but is “d
ter Oy( ‘s &P@ 4/75/' . e, 77 ‘q m or [egum of r&n eco t.anin/)u field of vast and com-
B t;, c/;7 i’ e oJ G»zf /) 1 4 1 10 écw z)fool : - mtuPenetﬂnn MM 1ﬁ@bvh1 ﬂngapf us is mmplttgljr
Room | £, S Ve, 1 ' l/fm 9 8 4 ‘200,- H ualized any more tf:ﬁah Iﬂetciy/ﬁigshcd out in a
Buthroom | 20, 80y 1 anifiq Lu T 101 S, 7 <8 eosmyc sink of impersonality” (4, p. 14), When ténsions S hptoad
um L “/rw 19 Co,ids 4 8 5 : W&E a person's body, they are no'lo um:nmc'hu} pres umably
Dining U o\l 1 4 vecbeen converted to psychical forees. I i‘m:n
et . 2 A S/r;, 5 g % 2 - uﬁﬁgnmpy m!heurgnmnmupmﬁndogm physi ﬁlﬁdﬂ!
ﬂi'.;"’rh.'"m ' 6‘5-@& K- | nr‘imyhntfa sake we may assume that thou :mﬂ @?:tﬁm
Room bige el ATEN S 4 - W 115 - 2 f the physical organism and do nota fect the psifield
H'"qnnmtl ¢ 11 { o i lfﬂ;m:l C; in, when there is a further mnv:m@hsuf pﬂa,fo
Closet /| 765 3149 ' ! mergneu to phy :ﬂ#benergtu, we expect these in some Ct/g QY
- b ‘/ ,4,,6. 4, reflect the physical forces that ﬂt:rtedéh: process.
TWI;} fas 6 ,.,E/cas, - SR | Bty St 4%4 956
o B ;Q_ B ' Personality studies of both children ﬁﬂg Qﬁggyﬂ?r ITll-lI
* One of mm%ﬂmwfs«;wn d ﬁn} Y > assisted by Dr. L. Gold ) Klein. The
)SJ/C/’/ 1y St g "‘b"' " Ay mhﬂe Intelligence ﬁéiTurﬁf ' £ 6@&31::11!&:;5;&5: ;
" 2 : T ation tes
R . incidents were lpmd over ﬂléh;t uf] the tef areas. Apparently, 9 _ ﬁﬁ‘ﬂ APP”'::”I;?S“ET“*I " %W hgﬁ 3 |

«wbject focusing took Prmd@nt over/area’ focusing.

' f th le RSPK dmturhmces & knr:ﬁtythl n'
xxmw were requested was to thmw hf an
m éw,gver @they im:ad that in preparing the

Though the analysis failed to rev | focusing on aﬁjsytrh:ular
V% ‘9’7J/ @dn-.n of/the house, nevertheless thers Gwas d @mpﬁmaus 1

Or 5 7 cusing effect, namely on the Lessing home‘as suchy The RSP
Sy ::ﬁenta ‘were apparently restricted to the huuu, they wer%l;mt

]/7[
nus fort’ was made to keep it unmnmmuuﬁd \E!l' % i1 4 :<

C‘/

g (o
-/7/
C&/

testing.
ﬁuﬂ&d _to ‘have followed Michael to school nor to, tb: homﬁ: nfc hgﬂlﬂd%:n:f'ﬂ?&% ;ﬂﬂ?“ﬂ“%mﬁ'@;‘f:;l::m'; ::Ila:ﬁe e 5 ’a ’y s a, ’
Wﬂﬂoﬁh:rn the Lessings at various times sought ’ ﬂtn:ﬂimr oy kol éﬂi‘;‘ p3ﬂ“ ﬂrc La docaceant: o, L~
Evidently, théfe was something at home which stimulated M{cbg,cl s ¥, B Pact s Michaél to I:n:""; very intelligent, quick-witted S
PK abilities/and wh;c}m was absent elsewhere. S@‘?fc ) ter with a highly perceptive and sensitive grasp of events and ‘
>J96c9 s \ situations. His thinking is d%mléifhiﬁglﬁﬂ; mmh::th}amﬂuency
e i arti m e
v %, ‘1/7@,/ PSYCHOLOGICAL : %Fﬁ@ﬂ;‘ﬁé?" ﬂn.hr.un Eﬂ%md T;m; ook w“dilmalélifn E‘“ St
, : alyzing, and integrating ©
% was suggested in the previous section that Rf‘ﬂ?lg incidents curacy anid, q ing, AnAlyEing 29,
) Qf@ I® derstood in terms of a con ann" cm ‘iﬁ mc Htmlhnné;" f‘lﬂfo lﬁ“ Q (127) is higher than his pn'l'nrmnnu Y, 68 4
o ’@ ? &m LQ . Hg is knowledgeable in science and biolo ) s
4y e, or'sound energy. We have not yet dmnf%ﬁnd eoorigin éin ok el an-the:way di mm iy o, 4 /
Wy W'ﬁpelf “To,do so we must turn from thr.,r:cmi?e(, endﬁnf ;hn.‘." intereste :}U ‘“FI""”“1tE bt the ﬁc -
’/7@[.‘-1'0&1,5 to ﬂll,'/ mﬁé@;, n&muljr to Michael. " ey ) @s, S “im‘h ““-“‘ and mn&;.ll‘.l;l /thm!; proy. * gl i Ve 1 g
£ .
/}b/’/ /Of Q//'[’ C?/ 2 ] , QC( ! Gv“@ S/q Or 'OS 9/7[ /7 ¢
3/7 @) Yn. ) @@S@ K, . 6 9, />3 (04 /./7 ,<]// J/C/7 &C[
SOO, Cy Ny @S@ ) QU cs 0&0 ] A 4%0 h@lof r /9/7 o Ve
@[J/ ) (9/7.1/ @O/ //7A SOC‘ / Qf("A ¢ Oy o /%Q




~, 4
S P
J/O/, O,

/

290 Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research

A predominate, but “He would probably deny feelings of hostility
r against anyone even though admiitting 4@n interest in such de-
e e structive things as ‘rockets,’ ‘bombers; ‘badly mauled and dying
Y i Sc'claquids,' ‘a vampire bat ready to)perch on itsoprey,” ‘fighting
‘e 4 Wolves, and the like.” Such ideas arecnat e¥perient G
ny lves," an ideas arengt experienced as “ego-
' (syntonig” but are seen in other persons or in pbjective evénts.
75 L II;'Iné;ngt boy close to puberty, such as Michael, the search for an
A n’

“// of childhoad;, Thése may be in the form of oral ngeds which,” if
frustrated, . may - resultc in “passive-demandingnes<)”’, - Though
Michael may fecl that he iscimpaired or incompetent, at the samé
time he may see himself &4 *“rathér prematurely adult and deprived
of the many 'ﬁiaai,fciﬁupﬁn&mi, childish longings which he must
suppress.” Also as'a _child grows up it may experience conflict
or competition with it¢ parents; For girls this is often with the
mother and for boys with the father. One of Michael's stories
concerns a boy who is “living with a ghardian whom he hates and
he wants to go out and become a doctor tocbe some good . . . to
make a name for himself in the world”'; in anothér a father accused
his son of beifig “‘a liar or a cheater: the son fights him, and is
killed. These andithe other images and ideas can be tolerated
“because the afféct is divorced and diverted from them,” Michael
“seems to feel emotionally distant and cut off from situations and
people,” ‘uising “intellectual activity for contact and control.” He
seems to enjoy,myths, of Uoom 4nd_ destruction and Dr. Paul
draws attention to his “sensitive and /imaginative” image of
"*Atlantis, the lost continent . ¢ -sinkinginto the ocean . . . crashing
through all the coral.” There is also, “‘an’almostomagical faith in
omnipotence and omniscience.'” One might add that if Michael
was ‘the agent for the disturbances; this Ffaith was, notwithout
fuu.ndatinﬁl ORL T Ry Yo,y i Ll

~The “isolation of affect,”” where “‘the ippfgpﬁitﬁ@ﬂ'ftt as dic
vorced, and split off from its evoking situation and is stippressed
or/ diverted,” is one of the main features in the peychological
picture; Thig/mechanism may also play a crucial role in the paras
psychological expression of Michael's “tension system," because it
may provide the barrier which diverts organic tensions beyond thé”

'\ \796(9 body and into the psi field. If this thinking is in the right direction,
v, 4 we should expect the RSPK incidents to e py or correspond to
Ory 7, elements in Michael's personality structafe, © .

' (&
Oy , % . / PR T
U /'/GV fa@m Effects Cay

<o, ", “In the discussion of focusing on individual ‘objects there were
e, @rﬂﬁimmenm with a bottle of bleach and a bottle of starch!
s /7@5. sanin /:hc,q;lg:df of focusing on types of objects, bottles predofii-
4%0 r S,
CQ 4 N LIU(/C/' S &
%, 9 / 7

ult identity 6ften comes into conflict with the depéndency needs”

~
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nated. There seemed to be no strong preference for gn]:.dpnrticular
kind u?hpgd: or contents ; except insofar as they contain elr.:m:entu
found:in the human organism, there seemed to be no obvious
physical resemblance between them. However, several possessed
tyo common depominators which might be of pﬂfﬂhﬂ[ﬁg_lﬂl'z?ﬂif-
- . most nf&zlm 0 were connected with clﬂnmrg one
kind of mgtl?cr.,ﬂl ¢h, starch, and ammonia are used fo 'lﬁy(gdizy
(and paint thinnercan be used for spot removal). Shampoo, per-
e, and toilet water fire cofinected with personal cleanliness and
' Jeanliness. Most of the bottles were

holy water with spiritual ¢ s. Most
'hg' related to the activities of Mrs. LessingoAs the housekeeper

¢she was reponsible for the laundry‘r t'cﬁils/.and‘-'?sj!,g was the one
',,':rlhq,,had I:It;umd the holy wntcr"&tgnnt%]a&/j:g the .master. bedroom.
“The only bottles not specifically ‘cﬁn%m}mtﬁ-y‘hm_' were the
s medicine, ink, and wine bottles and the goilet water in, Nancy's
(ub:'}..' Since we do not know what the pro ortion 'm;,gfs”&leqmng
es in relation to others, nor how many o th:‘ﬁl:itﬂ,;a in the home
_associated with Mrs. Lessing, we cannot be ::eﬂm%tﬁal the
prnddrﬁﬂjaﬁﬁt of cleaning liquids connected with Mrs. “Lessing
was not a chance effect. Assuming these connections are not e
dental, we may ask whether the bottle disturbances and the inci=
dents to be considered later expressed needs or tensions in Michael's
personality. Another way of putting this %: ton is to ask whether
S(;]:u: incidents were symbolic of his :h&cﬂs.‘ k:th:a@cﬂgtext, a s}'mh-r.:!
¢an be regarded as “a stimulus which séands foranothier stimulus,
© to use Murphy's definition (3, p. 998), We'may réact to'asymbol,
k. such as ¥ word, picture, or other represen n of a dﬁqgg
“or disliked ﬁtﬁj@% in a similar way as wevwou ﬂ@g:{;@thé/sah]m
’q.gf:ﬁ% ingidétits are regarded in this light, we I.f:,?m%m that
to Michael ‘the bottles associated with his mother symbglically
representedh the ‘ursery bottles of infancy and that the incidents
where they opened and spifled expressed his oral needs. The fact,
that many of them were connected with cleaning is perhaps to be
understood in terms of a depéndencymeed to be cleaned and cared
for as an infant, Oy U L=w¥
The violence of many of the bottle/incidents (two clorox bottles
jumped out of their box and broké on the/floor; an ink bottle dis-
charged its cap with an explosive sound and flew some nine feet,
illing ink onthe floor and wall; and most of the other bottles lost
:E;lr tops ‘with lotid sounds) was reminiscent n!" Michael's images
of bombérs, rockets, @nd a shell which he saw in four of the ten /|,
Rorschach ¢ards. Tt is also, tempting to speculate that there may
be a symbolic connection_here with being “bottled up" and/oqf

N

N 2 - /
“blowing one’s top."” Or, 6,
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. The study of focusing on individual ®hjects showed that two
¢, hgurines were repeatedly involved. These figures, one representing
;.4 female and the other a male, weré locatedin thé living room. Since
this was largely reserved for the’ adult, members of the family,
&, the children generally being restricted to’ their fogms 6y to the
¢ recreationl room, it is possible that the, figurines ‘symbolically
o ‘represented Mr, and Mrs. Lessing to the- boy and thay the
,.,gtuﬂgapn:wgggp'md (:mfutﬁ]led needs or conflicts related to the
Bats. o, (s S T4, ' P
The studyof focusing 6n kinds of objects also indigiti:d. sorme
favoring ‘ufsﬁgu’ﬁng.ug eeramic doll and a plastic angel broke in
Michael's roomr and”a large ceramic figure of the Virgin Mary
flew from Mr. Lessing's dresserand hit the mirror over Mrs. Les-
sing’s dresser on the other side of the room. In the basement a

small metal horse moved several feet and broke on the floor.

The TAT and Rorschach stories are@ich in scenes where people
or animals come to a violent end or'are huftoIn Michael's stories to
six of the eleven TA'T cards, people wére injured or died, usuall
violently, and in five of the an:ﬁm:h cards he saw animals whic
had been maimed; were fighting, or killing each other.

Dr. Pdul notes that'some of Michael's stories may have been
influenged by TV sh%hn example, which is nevertheless inter-
esting, miy be his account of *Dracula’s daughter . , . sinking her
fingers into the-neck of a victim” and leaving “four blue marks . . .
the guy comes in dnd thecure is to put'a cross there because that's
the work of the Devil”) The cross is, als’placed on Dracula’s
daughter, who dies as a résult. The idea that religious objects can

“suppress violent and evil forées conéeivably/is expressed in the
incidents with the holy water and the religious figurinéss
 “With fegard to objects other than bottles dnd figurines, there
Awas focusing on a table lamp belonging on Mrs, Lessing's dresser:
The/two repetitions with this object reinforce the impressionthat
‘Michael’s reldtion to his mother played an important role in the
occurrences! Concerning the recurrences with the glass’ bowl; it
may be relevant that this was used as a centerpiece on the dining
room table and was perhaps therefore, in Michael’s mind, asso-
) 7 3 ciated with eating and oral activities. Michael’s feeling of omnip-
) 69 otence and omniscience may have been expressed in the incident
Yo, , &, where the globe of the world moved from its place on a bookcase
o, " in, Michael’s room to his bed. There was ‘6ne repetition with a
e “pdresser in Michael's room. The psychological studiescseem to
e Pl‘%ﬂc'n@ explanation why this should have ‘been involved. o
2 ey o ilit‘ . Ii!,i;}tighfﬂr area focusing showed mhthﬁﬂdng“fu‘:
iving‘room. This impression was strengthéned By the
e diréction of I!!ﬂﬁi:‘iﬁnﬂt.p e or, ek
By g T
/ o /0/-0
W « YYn. ¢
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P/.f/.
Direction of Movement Z
In a, previ jus section it was shown that thére was a an‘ikiqﬁ
tendency for the pbjects to move in a northeasterly direction anc
that the living/room /was in that part of the house. As noted before,
this$/ room ‘was mainly f@.nd by the parents, the children’s play and
recreational activities  being confined to other areas. These ine
' trusions into the parents” living 'space may have expressed similar
_emotions as thé incidents with'two figurines belonging in that room.
An attempt was fuade to/see, injthose instances where direction
‘of movement could be discerned, if anybody could be identified
% as the apparent target for the movements, indicating that individual
¢ the focus of Michael's feclings. There were four cases where the
ow of direction pointed to people. On ong occasion, Mi&hael and
. Mt5. Lessing were walking toward the laundry area in the basement
when @ bleach bottle came from its box about six'feet away and
9/broke on the floor in front of them. On another ‘occasion A sugar
b&dtjcfffmlplnm: on the dining room table in front of Michsel and
broke at the foot of a police detective who was standing abput five
feet away. Another, time a small metal horse on a shelf i the

detective; and a third time, the globe; came bouncing out of
Michael's room toward a reporter who was sitting in the living
% goom. If direction of movement is indicative of target for attention
or ion, it is surprising that in three of the four cases where
‘fsomeone was known to be at the réceivingiend, ‘this should have
s, beetia visiting observer rather than a‘*ng:g‘t‘:tr',pf the family. In
‘ihiy conngction it should also be mentioned thit one of the disturbed
4@;@;, a flashbulb, did not belong to anyone in the family, but
‘another repofter. Evidently, people and objects that probably
were Gnly of passing conéern to Michael could become part of the
parapsyc ﬁkgicﬂiaiguﬁﬁﬁn,) y, P
Agent's Activities ©
A person's behavior ‘often teveals his thoughts and emotions.
If the RSPK incidents reflected elements of Michael's personality
or tension system, his activities at theotimes of the occurrences
might give a clue to this system. Table 8 shdws Michael's activities
€ in relation to, the incidents. During nzrtaenﬁft},thu forty-three
events when hidactivity was recorded, he was in bed either pre-
paring to go'to sleep or else in the early stages of sleep; in thirteen

/

cases he wis seated; in‘seven he was in the bathroom; and in nine

he was standing or ‘walking/ Since proximity appears to be a fa-
voring condition, d truer’picture of the relationship of his activit
to the occurrenives may be obtairéd if those in the immedia

al

s, W)
x> (%
g

basement moved abdut six feet, breaking close to the feet of the)
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8, in the-unconscious of the agent provides a more potent

296 Journal of the American Society for Psychical Résearch

vicinity, involved objects he was,then“thinking about. However,
¢ in several of these cases he was said/to be asleep, again indicating
" 5, that conscious concern with the objectsWas no advantage.

} o Several investigators are of the opinion that/in telépathy, material
theunco oten stimulus
than conseious thoughts and also that‘emotional material is better
than neutral dtems. Some of this work is reviewed in (9. As far

z, as I know, no PK tests have been done to determine Whether tna-
terial in the subject’s. unconscious works better than conscious
thoughts. 'H. Forwald (2); J. B. Rhine (7, p. 124), and RH,
Thouless-(14), are of the opinion that strong conscious effort or
concentration has no effect. Forwald says that he is most likely to
do well when he has “a 'nundqm:tum of the ... dice as resting or
moving within the target area’ }L ‘py 280). R. Rose similarly says
about a PK subject “that"when she produced good results, visuali-
zation of the target face was largély, responsible” (12, p.125).
Perhaps mental images, which are not however at the focus of
consciousness at the time, are likely to provide the best condition
for PK transmussions. Michael's paychnfngical respanses indicated
he had & rich imagination and that the themes

| of his images were
reflectéd by the incidents in his home. i

)

& \ R0n
, CONCLUSION

20, ' _
None of the incidents in this series of apparent RSPK phenom-

ena were observed under 45°good conditions as can be achieved

in the laboratory. However, four were seen by adults and twelve
stook place in areas of the héuse which wefe known to be empty.

It ig difficult to suppose that the boy cotld have caused these by
trickery ) without being discovered. “The ' psychological ’ studies
supposted the view that Michael was not consciously perpetrating
th’%ﬁheﬁqﬂ}ena. ‘ S S

°5, Thédistribution of the events in time and space point to Michael

as the agent, In an attempt to get an impression of the energy
responsible for the incidents, the disturbances were plotted in
relation to ‘their proximity to him. It was found that the number

fell off with distance as'we should expect if the energy were similar

to known types. Since there is no known@ource of energy in the

#, . human organism which can propel objects without contact, it seems

Qﬁ / 'ﬁpmpn’nm to describe the occurrences it termsinf psi energies
.
e

si fields and to suppose that there' was a ¢éanversion of psi to
e ﬁzﬁaﬁpergiu. in this case mostly’kinetic anes. 'The discovery
Qc, &rd '-Ef:fi:::nﬁt the exponential decay curve seemis to support ‘this

/4 . LS . Q (s
e & may strike oné'as paradoxical that RSPK shotld be &6 quickly

A,./.
CC?/; ¢
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attenuated while ESP informatiof’ may be transmitted over thou-
sands of miles. However, there is nothing inconsistent about this
: assuming that we are dealing with the same kind of energy
in ESP and PK“The situation may be analogous to the difference
betweén, sunlight traveling through water and through empty
space, In the former case there is likely to be a conversion to other
energy forms relativély soonafter the light hits the watér, whale
a photon i‘r’(ﬂ}f‘.mﬁl@fgfewg;;.iifi it sneets no obstacle (there is also
attenuation of light in émpty space but this is due to the dispersal
of the photons with ‘distance and not to conversion to other eneriy
forms). In this exampleé‘ESP messagesomight correspond to light

E in empty space and PK influerices to light penctrating water.

picture that emerges of the RSPK process-fromi‘the Lessing

i suggests a transmission of psi énergy from a’source, namely

Michael, to several receivers, namely the objects thatowere dis-

.The energy at the source appeared l%x ;pnhi.ugt;,nfoﬁrganic
tgnsions which were diverted or suppressed by other tensions and
erted to psi energy. This resulted in an increase of energy in
the organism'’s psi field which was transmitted to the psi‘ficlds of

‘the physical objects in its vicinity, Finally, there was a conversion
of psi to kinetic energy, causing the movements of the objects.

ough the psi process may involye enérgy changes, at the same
time it 15 an isomorphic or copying process<The correspondence,

Sfor instance, between ESP guesses and a pack of eards or between

, APK attempt and the fall of thie dicé’ds a main characteristic of
l o mu]ngica] phenomena. Theo ﬂfr‘ﬁpll;inﬁﬁ -between  the
%Mnu’ ‘and Michael's personality ur.r.l"img to ‘show ‘marked cor-

spondences. The objects that were disturbed, the nature‘of the
dents, and the“direction of movements seemed. to reflect ele-

ments of the boy's personality structure, U 2,
It?hw"“ d not be forgotten that we were searching for afm'l;[iu‘iif:,

consequently, some, may-have’ been read into the material that

)

>

here with only one RSPK’ case:/all the findings need to be teste
by additional RSPK investigdtions ot by experimental work. The
evidence for “decay” of PK energy within a few dozen feet of the
agent could be explored relatively edsily in a laboratory. .
It was not part of the original plan to examine for attenuation
Eg other physical vuin?lea. .F;‘t that ti I llu :rﬁ"il}tﬂﬁted only in
psychologi¢al side of the phenomena. previously expressed
the upiniﬁri‘s;hpfﬁiz,phmmﬁma fall off with distance, but it did
not occur to me to tést this hypothesis against the present case.
The copservation principle was added to the theory (8) after the
present investigation (btit independent of it). It is pleasing to obtain

/‘P@S@Q ]
B o,

were not there./It should also not be forgotten that we are dealing’

support for one’s theories, éspecially when one is not looking for:
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it; nevertheless it was startling to learn that poltergeist disturbances

m:ght obey such mundane laws.
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APPENDIX Ao,
.ai Psychological Tests and the Conscious'Fraud Hypothesis

tht,hu ahat the hological tests might provide 1n1;l:rt¢l
ey fdipfmudirh\nd I:::j;rc of tlgt::. incidents lfunpau caused, they
examined from this point of view. I have already dmcumj,l the
difficultics facing the Hd’;hj’pﬂthﬂlﬂ- with regard to the occtir-
rences whit:l; hnpp;:ned :hr.- nce of adult witnesses or in
rooms known to be’émp I.}" If :t:hul had staged these events;
umably he would have, needed isticated magical devices.
ichael's modest performance 1Q (of . ﬂﬂ}u:luu not E.::Fgﬁem. the
0/7 very high level of ability which wéul pcmut the suce instal-
}.nt;pu, use, and concealment of such dwmci n :ur.rh a way as to
S gscape detection by the people who weré wg);nhmg,hmi.f
‘The psy ychological tests that are likely'to be most sensiti vem the
§ @Fﬁnn of fraud are the Thematic Apperception Test (‘TAT), the
Co 7.

@gmr&—guu:tauun test, and the Rorschach,

Ti?’ T};maﬁc Apperception Test s’ O
In Michael's responses to the TAT pictures there are several
cases where an identification figure—that is, a person who is likely
to represent Michael himself—is, guilty of a criminal act and
fearful of punishment. This may suggest that Michael had per-
So O;:ctmad the incidents, or some of them normally.
cNancy’s responses are also of interest Qm this mme;t Three of
AT stories contain accounts where mhuy, never agirl, mis-
s ved incsome way. In one of these, C 14,4 boy did sumath;mg
bad int ‘schoolapd is frightened that his pﬂi?cntn might cateh hifn;
; in Card 5, 4 mothep resting in her bedroom hears/a noise cause I-_;F
Emhttlﬁ(gpn ‘who is lnukm for cookies and dmp%»;ghn jn;r
mnthav,mll tell th&ﬁthcrﬁnd the boy will probably get a‘'sp 5.
In Card 12 Nancy saw’a boy’ acgidentally shoot his friend ‘with a
rifle, These responsessuggest that/Nancy suspected a boy, perhaps,
her brother, of being guilty of something wrong.
In several of Mu:hnﬂl 's TAT storigs the central figure commits
a crime and is fearful of the consequences. Card 14 “looks like a
teenage burglar breaking into a'place.” He does not get caught but
is worried that he may. There wis a battle with a rival gang and
“he feels good, great ami proud, h-r.‘caua: maybe he's killed or
injured som But later his conscience starts bothering him, so
hu'n lhm.t/t’tm gwmhlmnelf up when the cops start rounding them
up.” 5 eévoked s scene where a rich old man has been mur4
dered for his money and *the problem is who done it.” *“The boy-
friend who, the’niece ‘hired iscindicted and goes to jail—and the
niece also gets,indicted, and Perry Mason gets paid—ever watch

%
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it on TV ?" Card 7 BM is particularly interesting: *'This could be
a man that called the younger man 4 liar or a-cheater and the older
man is his father and he looks at him to 4ee whiit he’s going to do
about it, and the younger guy has a very stérnjand angry face and
he goes on and fights him and he (i€, the 6lder man) kills him and
he-gets arrested for murder and he gets‘a lawyér and gets off awith
self defense.” Card 6 GF showed a man who “‘could be a détective
.and she could have committed robbery and she’s pointing out the
facts, and shé pulls back and he comes nearer and starts shouting,
emphasizing the point, #nd finally accuses her, and she. finally
breaks down and confesses that she did it. She to jaill””" In
Card 12 M there aré two boys in @ room of a school or academy
“and this guy is’ an en€my of the one sleeping because the one
sleeping got him in trouble, 50 he's going to get back at him by . . |
stealing maybe one of his books ... Just as he's about to do it the
dean or professor comes in and seésohim taking it and he gets
expelled.” | 14

Card 18 GF “could be a good story for shoek theatre. She could
be Dracula's daughter and she's sinking her fingers into the neck
of a victim‘and the yictim dies and . . . they come to her to put the
cross on her .o, and‘she dies.” In Card 16 there is a ruhEcry of
a jewelry storg, the jeweler is shot by the gangster, there is “a big
five-staté searchy finally he's ‘caught."”

Dr. Paul observes' in connection with these accounts that “‘one
mustn't minimizé the influence/of TV on these storics—they do
follow the usual TV half-Keur program pattern.” Nevertheless,
they may reflect some action by Michael which he was aware of,

‘considered wrong, and who#e conséquences he feared. Nancy's

responses to the TAT cards suggest that'she, too, considered that
hér brother had committed some wrongful acts. The, word-asso-
ciation test may indicate whether these acts weré connected with
thé unexplained disturbances in the Lessing hame.

The Word-Association Test

The ‘word-association test included several references to the
disturbances./Dr. Paul noted that both children reacted smoothly
to all words and their iations seem stereotyped and usual.
None of the words evoked any special reaction. One of the special
words was “lamp” since five of the disturbances invelved such
objects. The response of both children was “light,” a common
reply. Another word was “horse.” A small metal horsé had played
an important role in one of the disturbarices. When & police

-detective and Michael were alone in one of the rooms, a small métal

ﬁﬁmp/félktu the floor close to the feet of the detective. Thelatter

'J‘E!f‘édi'rfiﬂl}'*ﬁﬁfu_ﬁﬁa‘ylichul. saying that he had ‘seen himn throw
£

£
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the horse, which he had not, and subjected him to a long and severe
m, the boy all the time denying that he hadanything to do with
is of any of the other incidents. If Michael was guilty of this aét,
he must have hiad a very narrow and frightening escape. Though
the psychological examination was carried out nearly three n mﬁa
fter-this incident,’if Michael had been guilty it would in all likeli-
hood have left an impression “Which might be expected to color his
response to the word- However, heomerely replied “ride.” Nancy's
nse was “'saddle,’b also’ an, innbcuous response. Another
conspicuous object wasithe globe of the world which was involved
in four disturbances, On 4ll but one of these océasions, Michael was
“4n his room at the time and could have thrown the'globe with little
" risk of being detected. Both children said “world” in“response to
“8globe” and there were no other indications 6f an untsual reaction.
9 The word “holy" was chosen because of the holy water bottles
, thiat were involved in four incidents, Michael's response was
’%ggeciﬁlf"';y when asked what he meant by this, he'replied /If it’s
holy, it's special important . .."” Nancy replied “Eeh“priest."
One of the distinctive disturbances was the movement and break:
age of the children’s own phonograph. Both children, however,
gave the stereotyped response “‘recard” to the stimulus word
phonograph.” One of the more damaging incidents involved the
movement of a bottle of ink and the spillage of its contents on the
W and carpet. Michael’s response to “ink" was “pen” and to
N ! fug’’ his response was ‘‘carpet.””/Nancy said “pen’"and “floor.”
[ (,'§|x porcelain figurines were involved at various times. However,
£ o the word “'figurine” only elicited the response “'dgll™ in the case
of Michaél andVstatue’ in the case of Nancy. /A number ofinci-
dents involved dressers in the rooms of Michael and hi§’ parents.
Twice a dresser ia his room fell over. The first incident/ip the case,
which involvéd the breakageof a ceramic doll, also happened-on his
dresser, In his parents’ room there were four occasions when nﬁf'eq;p
were upset on Mr. Lessing's dressér and six on Mrs. Lessing’s.
Michael's response to “dresser” was “drawers” and Nancy's was
“night table.” o070 gl Ty
Among the objects involved orly once was a ceramic ashtray.
Michael and Nancy both responded with “cigar

Al

] , ette” when “‘ash-
tray' was the stimulus word. The final word on the list, “‘desk,"
referred to the secretary in the living room which was the target
for flying figures on three occasions; it was heavily scarred as a
result, Michael's response to “desk’” was “paper” and Nancy's
was “peh”* Or,

Tw%—ﬁiﬁht of the disturbances involved bottles. The word
“bottle’ elicited the reply ‘‘container” from Michael. This was one
of the few replies that/was given aftér a three-second pause, nearly
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'q”bf/. all the others being produced after i ‘one- or two-second pause, . “ﬁt us pursue both alternatives to see where they lead. If Michael |
, c There were two words that rcfe;rndtm the~ rpgzs:hlc effects uF the rmal means, he was showing deliberate ion and hostility
'y di ban v “fuss" “ |=lmi Th fi pnmnni}r toward the destruction of objects and secondaril
R B disturbances, namely and 5 ng e first elicited tuaﬂ:! harrassing and making fools out fth adul ,,;t;
¥, “mess.” The examiner asked 4baut the mr.':llim of this. Mu:hacl g o = 5 e % 5
¢ = s 'I]j;p rmgh:s n/mcgu.'lumnmuc self. t. It mean
2 ) -;np’ﬁedm Fixing up a mess, c}.ﬂn:ﬁg up ﬁmmng over things. . 2/ ME #clever manipulator, wearing a bland mask and/ tin %f/
Iy Nancy's response to “bottle” was ‘m:m: "%, “fulss,” "grmd- “dlaborately and lmlmﬁtﬁ ; & wolf in shee f-[ﬂlhl %EO
‘mother,” and to “‘cleaning,” "l:!!.':ﬂmllg-'dlﬁ?‘" SSr | level of mtﬁngn] accomplishment over a ﬁ: whﬂé’cu M/ J/ So,
& Thm were four words referring to areas in/the hﬁu&e where 9J/C/), close scrutiny Elmgmda adistinctive, effective p-crmm!u nr g '
things had hip tncd.@nuncljr “bathroom,” “basément,” "h:d- 3 1 Cqy S0 precocious: t}m it ,nhmrtd be remdﬂ; rﬂmgmuhte in a v:h:ld' o
ruunv’f and “kitchéen,’ Wt&hﬂel s replies were, respectively; "ﬂ:ﬁk i S pro mnu tests. i Sl
“cellar,* 5‘51;:9 " and “sink."” All were stﬂreutjrpﬂd and werd ngade /C; i the phenomena %ﬂ:ﬁdﬂhw ffPﬁ- they imply a different © 4 i
quickly, show ‘nw.emotional ‘reaction. Nancy's replies wereo, 7 W 0/7, handling of 2 best ¢ : ypotliesis sccms to be that &
“tub,” “cellar,” “bed,”‘and “stoye.” K. ”Eﬂ:ﬁfmﬁri a beitlle ﬁﬁd’u‘%m mgm&m”m oo Vicleot
There were two words which might refer to the way Michael 4 y P g L
i e & Crumunentunrdm:n] helddnwnumﬁ:rghutnﬂm:n es involuntarily
caused the phenomena, Th@; throw" and “pull.” To the L ékand:u The personality associated with this should "hﬂﬂ e
first, he replied “fall”; he evidently did jhot hear the second word, % supstable repression, a shifting balance bﬂtweﬂthuuf‘ui forces ltrug
and when it was “P"—"'—"‘-’d replied “drag.”'Nancy answered “ball,” gimﬁfur expression and virtuous, hampering contfal, The/yi
and the Im:ndrzdhum: she also did not hear :nr;mty. and ﬂ:plu:d d’seem spontancous and depersonalized, as if thé p:l;nul.‘l m:n:
“excuse’’ andothen *“‘force.” mnmntnE‘M /
Finally, /o the ,\;rurd “guilty,” Michael replied “innocent.” , When 1 lnuiud, at Michael's Rorschach E. rotocol to see which nf
Hnﬂc}f’ gmr: the unusial reply, “axe—no wait—head"; perhaps an 69 these patterns it showed, it seemed to me that the second pﬂﬂlhtlltji’
tion With the beheading of a guil n. 2 fit far better than the first. For what it is worth, I can add that I
Aot s el i b Or t these al lloquium of elinical psychologists who
In summary, ‘words’ ‘that were meant to refer to the unexplained s Put tneee 8 “"“mfr“'“ 0 :hm h?-::lth o m é“ﬂ: ‘
r events in thé Lessing home did not seem to elicit the emotional & So FCICIR0S T AR ARpRE e 7 n.gi'n o group
Q consensus was unequivocally that the Ro wmgmr: consistent
reaction we !lhnulﬂzl;.xpl:cfti Michael had pHutrntcd them. Though - # @’Jl"lth the eruption of spontantous, us, depersonalized
his TAT stories suggést he was muﬁcu with real or imagined g R " (& violence than with the clﬂ.ﬂ ﬁmm mn.mpuimgn dfé,;,mﬂu
wrongdoings, these nppnmztly were dwmn:td from the distur- §o 'qm:;mm_
C, “bances. This lnu:rprctntmn i§ suppofted by’ Nam‘.'}':r responses to Feur r::te@rm of responses seem to ?Ht to “rliﬂ,gl pasticulif
7 the’TAT and word-association taterial/If any of the incidents s :m;ntmm,Lmﬂ “describe them separately, although. theré’ u/)mrdd;-
“were normally caused by Michael, it appcnrai'thnt m:ul:h:r he nor @ enih[mnverhp nmultﬁdhcm Y, " ra,
(hm sister wn:re aware of this, S o) ,!Idm.&.r_, wmm ‘aitd. disguises; These are rather’ wﬁd m /9@8
Q Rurm:hid‘:h 0 that' a tfr,-w “masks" in a record would got ’a ¢
31 he Rﬁgm‘lm'ﬁ Test be diagnostic,, wamr-:r if there’had been many responses of this 9 s Ser Ve
AvstudyCof the Rorschach test protocol by Dr. Gertrude R. m“ would have jmﬂ:;:l ’“&""“’“" interest in -:nncglmmt i MR (2
Schmeidler throws additional light on Michael's connection/with tion. In fact; 2 did foy, give even one such response. - U
5 the events &nd on‘the quc:atmn whether he caused them frand- s 2. Movement of inanimate ﬂﬁﬁ"” of plants, and of natural forces <y
29 ulently: 4 like the twind: This type of ‘n is often taken to represent /
69 unconscious and depersonali ‘nnt-m&'sllmpullm. us opposed to
W |7 2 Michael was so intimately associated | th t;hgt, strange events at his the movement of such ible identification: figures as humans or
O/~ o Et
0. % % home that we must num:Iu-l:l: he caused them. Btw; this conclusion lmmnl.aﬂtg of the total of thirty r’l’iﬂ: E—’lby-fﬂf of this type
‘/Qf 4 . 5, poses a dilemma. Did he cause them’ by pormial l;'ﬂmuﬂnﬁ —an Amus usually proportion, ré¢ rockets with
e E / }of unlikely because it would have required :ﬁmmtmngmin dqmmng flaming éxhausts) uu thrnugh the nlumis t]:nnr was a shell that /I,@
C‘0/7[‘ /7!‘@ 4 the tdu!u who were watching him, ami\i;\ addition either deception I:Inltwd u hole in a wall mﬂiﬂw flaming remains of an atomic warhead
‘90; ST WSL}P 8 r else her unwavering cooperation. Did he then cagse and theré‘were baimbers over a volcano. Two unusual responses in 7, )
@Gthm thrnug% aranormal means? This seemd inheréntly nnla}:;l? this ca rymra “The mtj"ﬁf Atlantis, the lost continent, and ji's G
% nﬁ’}tht hﬁm of our present knowledge of the world. , ¢ Ry surroundedchy a’ dome and it's ilnlung into the ocean . . . crashing 6y, 8
(¢ )
‘¢ | 4
Q) , r, Q,
Soc/. A 9hg b / e
@(J/ (/C/' GQ/" )@
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., . through all the coral”; and A sca cuctmb d- | i
. £/ mt“l:]gnﬂ S gl Kt nm‘!tﬂ ”“;ﬂhrﬁ’;mf:;:t its moral p ts binding. “There is/also very strong evidence, /
%M/ F.“ to suggest that “the [“t coftinentBsound® like a rephrasin }ﬂﬂ the n r of responses and front their distinctive content,
y ) 8 the slippage of repression” ; but surely the sea cacumber auggﬂl: Tﬁé‘“‘m which broke out of itself and destroyed without awareness,
‘e an apt though ugly metaphor for the Iﬁmml: use of uncamscio ﬁ soerhe 010 0 ok s St it W doid.Sxpect
2 » us PK. ild who shawed poltergeist activity than like i
oy 9 8 Aggressive responses: Six of 1'.h|: s@rcu i’om;mng tﬁpﬂnﬁﬁ with L/ @su:pé(.-[ of a ﬂthﬁm:r PRy IRy WO W)
,  inanimate movement were ive. Iff a nﬁ! ghm were foue S %5 = e
, EIF vur;p;:@ﬁrnf amtrtlla:l aggression; Twudh!h:! ed in a } Y Cr | S, o/, O Qp S
C «with its m!'l-.gn outspread and its d | , ) 9 Y
X guﬁﬁ: Aayiog o S itk e b hynas o ““"’é“’:‘“’m Tﬁg " 0/70 " ca) i k-
n t |
o J’ % lf& e H'L‘a“ T;::‘E::u;:c' nl{ﬁ#h; m : ‘sl A Mathematical ﬂmrﬂpr!m of ﬂr;m:ﬁﬁ RSPK Occurrences St e
ﬂmh: ‘of | ylmunr walves and along comes a hawk or eagle and g Ch E ,I;- AE]J-ET g ' 4 :
Ilfl:tr tts talons into the :;n:lllﬂ*lnd the wolf pack tries to get it back, P W (ﬂ@.ﬂ "S& )
after they have half eaten it /- nnHC*/';'I‘wn squids attacking two | oy Q short discussion rem:nta Y théhl@ul d oF l
squids that are badly mauled B gl mgpat Seye oped
v and d}.ung . 1l lhm:.r abject that was data provided by W. G. Roll Frun‘f an investi ﬁ’ fﬁ
:mnkﬂn ] Iung time nﬁu mdmg' re fighting over it.” of apparent RSPK f"pultcrgem ") phendfnena. - ,h:n £ 5 i
uld h-e mmn,-d/m see if th:y are mnugum attempt at developin th 1call v
mﬂ: I'a'[::'ha:lu havi St o ﬂmg a mathematically-oriented description
on h:uanmm and other lduIt: Ill “either trﬂmud ﬂ: sister’s aid & e T nppmch offers a mﬁ.m!’u{ pmﬁd;ng .
ooty Agmm“ i ':1“']!" strong; thﬂ':ﬁmmmu: with well- d mﬂhpﬂnn anll of comparing differsat phsnomady mil'u,g
the possibility.On the other hand, aggression is so blatantly overt /o & woll-defined,"common framework, For example, by anifyzing
that’ it_symbolize$ ‘outbreaks of rage or forceful greed rather than 6,5 the data reported by Roll, it is pusmhlt to characterize the occtir-
concealfent ::n‘fl Jong- lotting, The elks and bat imply that ~ rences as a function of the distance, R, from the source in terms of
Mltl:a;:l wﬁl¢ gﬁ&qgm% ,_.,qu,,_h imply that he would cooperate 2r two parameters, The term “psi ﬁcld" is 4 in the way defined 1
with his sister against the parents; the nluft from wolf pack to hidwk g by Roll for the region in space, usun[l& surraunding a physical
:Ef:m“:;ﬁwﬁzm% r%tc?;[mpcmnnn in aggression has’ U | "é ect, in which E!l phenomena (in thl.ﬁ cise RSPEK, Em:cul:rt}:}
Bt e et I lhu‘:; ole, mm.r:spnnm scem to me e - aré’pbserved. The following du@@; opment iridicates Sthe steps
ypot e inthe development of a possiblé mnthem;t}ui dﬂcn B;u f
y ¢ ﬁu:u:f:fmﬁ:u";ff“ An, “’d'ﬁﬂﬂ to’ the pnmhﬂ. of identi- 60““ ﬂ'—‘“’“""ﬁw A
. /T cssible identification: "Euuld 0y n ~ wmg ﬂ:!:uve 8- fru-; ::nll::;mg m;:?mtl uiaﬂgbnnbclzw hﬂl:: the number of nu@irr;:ncﬁ W Ch'wr:rc
from Gis egg nest, its egg jelly. The spdce, muitl bc wj& 3 tances %’;ﬁ. 7 ﬁ o gy bty n71 di-
hitle so it could mnke: its escape . . . sometifes the’ E?Eu h;ﬂum i ﬁ";fn pproximate $o.we should expect the te, obtained Cay
hE ﬂ-ﬁ,ﬁ Eﬂ m:lt 'I-.h.l.‘l h]ghljl" ﬂnmn,ll_ mpu.nu m {q I]I'Tnﬁl)hzl: t tﬂ' Bﬂ ippl‘ﬂ:lnﬁtn r 2 S /9@
not ﬂﬂ!jl’ a ﬁ:ﬂlm of oppression and a need for escape, bur also & 2 S es S
mgﬂmn the oppression is protective and nurturanit. Nurtusant Dlﬂtﬂﬂﬂﬂ Frnm.Sa:-mce e ¥ g, s % v
were exp mm! in two other responses also, which méntioned in Feet N (Number of Occurrences) P
: fuud and “the mouth of a nest.” These imply that Michael felt he 1-5 ‘ ¥ - A “ar
19 had a tender and ldving home, even I:huugh its restrictions sometimes A ) ‘ - 3 Ve
A > o :mnﬂiilr“hlm i At [f"{g i Ig 2
P > summary, there is little or no su inthe Ro 3 S
ol 4 for the possibility that Michael thuugil:m ad st poooonl - 16-20 b1 e
7 ar 7 & ful schemer who could conceal his efféctive Dﬂ;‘t aggres- J 2&*15 ﬂﬁ/
S e, K “gipn of a frank type was present; but there was no‘evidence of habitual, 25&3“ | ©
00,7[& l e ’ & H[ﬂl‘lﬁhﬂtﬂi t;::ludf hﬂn !f{'l.ﬂ other hand, tj]gapmmj looks as if oyl 78 A 7 6(9
= o Mg‘:hld to um:lupmtmtdiﬁdtm:[
1 ‘s PPM ng  held down undes.This is the p@ ugr:rmo:t aj:;:cnh!ﬁ pumul'h@odlnﬁi lgdr'}hh Fl.:butmznrf;;m I;.mcd to plot the observational W Was,.
. "‘!9"3 a’child Erﬂw up to be “good"” because parental love and care ch eival corrisioniic e Loy el for’ el
. L, each interval m;rﬂpmda to the average of the upper and lowér %yy
% S ¢ ¢ : &
C,O/.G g 9h qc, Sy
AL “ey S@f‘?f i z
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limits of the distance of the interval, Thﬁemuuth lid “e /
in Figure 2 is an attempt to dmw e :::ulm:::;v;]}:hu:“ -l:p% to observe. The numbed.of occurrences observed should
mamn ctirve through the points, The dyerast daviation of :h - gomnm to the number of numﬁ!lhlt objects per unit
i Brapesicietin, el 2 ﬁz, % nﬁturrcndbs ey ese ’ﬁ on. Tl;;lt is, where there are more :um:pﬁhl‘,ad
nﬂrdcr to fit the observational Foints With an & ol ~given volume, more occurrences would ex< 6.5
4o kln ds-of analytical Hprmmpnz g mg/; “Db?{{tﬁ:iﬂ:ﬁ?l:;t?]? ,peﬂa@)zp be obs : in a given field strength. This lﬁdph%%ﬁ s
ipverse law -and is of the following form: : sioa that the i )05 Dectticnech, Y e acics o th ﬁm & - “q
’OSJ/ field m:ygt.h, al, and/ the %q;upt:hle uhp:n:t density, 5/ hy the B %yy 4 S
/ S T Chy - EXpression:: - b w= Gortt (107 e P <
00, %), - £5g %ﬁq;\%%ﬂﬂ:umnm / "L{’udf/g/)( /CQ/ A o] oL 7, CC/?[ //7{‘@/- O/‘Aj
- : °%c,~ 3 d e - =&* (s @. " / @S’@
The constant 28 was chosen 10 cdiize the in | - 7 /. Sor L he
through l;hl'-' point ?5,:{! chE ﬁ::tcghhe ﬁ:mﬁ;ﬁl :!:vf::]r; ':;]i' I:ﬁ: £ f b /’mrg:h:-:: u?ut}ﬂbgzlgim%ﬁf ku;ied;rfhﬁghpudmenﬂ:ﬂﬂr > W,
inverse law curve from, the nbg.cr onally d O Q, ¥ 8
5 4 occurrences. The motivation: Tl:r; u;ngf th:t'::t:::::dhiuﬂt: h;!t A SM ﬂn: assert that the field ml:nﬂ’w 'mjll hg greater in ngml‘l
the law provides a well-kn rﬁnﬂ;cmntm:l function which Thﬂtﬂ T&:twr:r " of ok ooy, yith. ﬂ“m -
decreases monotonically with distance from the origin (source). fog /o . e S =lep o,
This inverse law curve is not plotted in F lg‘ure 2 because it is a GS@Q “r, &N C ‘/3\
rather poor approximation to the points. The choice of other oy, b=—koz . /U
constants in  the pumerator nl’ Equation | yielded even larger i '
E“‘I':d;rd ;E‘mﬂ“ lem the points. “%6s ation 4 is a fnii-/lj‘ common condition in field situations The
WO tpﬂsayg;-ctatrytumamhth b P gt o : . g .
maﬁﬂuﬁiﬁm lhﬁ/ mﬁf"-“-':: arc law \:h::::h“i“:ﬁll kprf;!t:: e klf :::.l IEJ-] n:sal.:ln?n:d#thli: LE:u mmnh]m q}gtnmty 8, is constant ;
S E jorm 14t ts 2
form does not fit the dita as W#.lba.s Ptﬁ:lmv?;:cﬁwl?% p::::ﬁl;hf U ) in the region, we may combine Equations’ {‘3} and (4) to obtain:
so it is not described in détail. 3 Ong @’y
Another well-known functiofi which, decréases monotonically N P s N =~k oo 4 (3)-
w;;l; d:nu:]nré from the origin is the ‘exponential decay curve. The o /./21 R :
exponential decay curve thereforé was t S i Cquiti :
There dre two arbitrary constants in’ mﬁhsgpolgat:ﬂ d?:hciypuc::::u ,/E-gauuyga 9 Saustied S aro < 1l St
as used here; these two constants were to cause the expo- E R k ) "G
néntially ‘decaying function to pass through’the first and, Jast o m i - S R
expeimaental points (st R = 3 and R — 28 feet). This cxponential =Kak (). C
dmi’umﬂnn is expressed: 2 b : 9 sl %
where K is a constant 6f integration. Comparison of E uatmn 6 Uy, €
N o 274itinm ‘ with Equation 2 indicates that the' present series of RSPK occur- "o, " Lg,
- OCCUrrences (2), Y ﬁgﬁu m IabuTEhnncterhi;d g&ﬁtﬁqumﬁn Edt;uh K = 2? and ’OSJ,%‘
This function is plotted as a dashed 2 = &t is, two pateme and 8k which are con- g |
deviation of this I:un,: from the :hat::atigil Eﬁm?;sﬁt?ci::d- 't;nm in & givon siuation: JuAy héwd tindescribe the manner in
rences, The exponential decay curve d;:ea fiot ﬂt tﬁ%dntn recisel & occugrences helivoaa g Funr.-nm? B cikeinoe fum Yhe SuLECS
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(R,="0), The penetration le:i'gth 18" an ‘indication of the distance
the field penctrates into the region around the source person. The

source strength is clearly a function of the number of occurrences
that are observed. In general, the greater the number of occurrences
associated with a'given RSPK case, the greater the strength of the
source,

It is quite possible that“other functions may be used to give a
better-approximation to the occurrences‘as a function of distance
from the-source. As more data become available it should be
possible to fit' them to various analytical expressions. The value
of fitting these data with particular such expressions is related to
the pusﬁlbllﬂy of :dentlﬁ:annn of the phenomena with wéll-known
functions associated with typical behaﬂur in other situations. The
exponential decay which lma been used here suggests the propa-
gatmn of some mﬂuence from'a source into a surrounding “lossy”’

-medium in which the influence of the source decays as the distance
from the source increases. This decay“is a common description’of

signals propagated in a lossy medium.
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