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The Discovery of Gifted Sensitives?

GARDNER MURPHY

I

In a certain sense the problem that I am going to present to
you tonight—the problem of how to find and cultivate good
psychic subjects, sensitives, clairvoyants, people with a gift for
paranormal communication—is really the beginning and the center
of all psychical ‘research. There are practically no abstractions
at all about the nature of telepathy or clairvoyance or precognition,
or any of the other phenomena of our field, that hold in a blanket
fashion without reference to individuals, without reference to
those who are capable of spontaneous experiences of contact,
let us say, with a loved one ata distance who is in trouble; or with
an event which has not yet occurred and, which could not have
been normally inferred.

The first thing we must do is to ask, Who had this experience ?
The Moslems have a fascinating comment on, the European’s
remark that Mohammed had seizures. The Moslem will say,
“Yes, there were ‘seizures; but the important thing is to whom
the seizures came’” And in psychical research the important
thing is to whom = paranormal experiences come.

A few years ago the A.S.P.R. renewed its efforts to try to find
out ‘about the unique aspects of the person involved in an ex-
perimental or a spontaneous paranormal experience. We found
ourselves grossly inadequate to the task,~and I ‘personally feel
considerable guilt and considerable blindness ‘with reference to
this neglect in‘developing a sophisticated idea of the individual,
the gifted person, and what we may learn by recruiting-finding
somewhere and somehow—the gifted person and making the most
of that man’s or that woman’s or that child’s peculiar and special
gift.

In a certain sense, what I am going to tell you tonight is a
fairy tale because it is very hard to believe what actually happened
in the life histories of many of the most gifted subjects. If we
could encounter today phenomena such as those of Mrs. L. E.
Piper or of Mrs. Gladys Osborne Leonard from a half century
and more ago, psychical research would leap forward as almost no

! This paper is based on a lecture;given by Dr. Murphy at a meeting of the
Society on January 30, 1968.—FEd.
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