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ABSThAET "Early in 1967 a case of typical pn]t ist’ activity took place in
Miami. Thé disturbances, located in a wholesale firm Hlmg in gouvenir objects,
I.n\*ﬂll"lwd the, fall hf uf nggm from shelves or their moving greater distances with
loud |miuct . The events were connected ayith’a nineteen
year old Cﬂbﬂn }f lEh emplo*‘f by the firm as a shipping clerk.

h"l"he case way stil F itbwas brought tt?e thef zntﬁhnn gﬁ the wn;;ﬁ of
tmrupurtandheﬁw thﬂn’ ‘sp;;ntanum r of days on scene during
which they observed rfﬁn ‘and also interviewed witnesses t6 events
that took place duri ?r Stotal of 224 distinct events were recorded,
and dpproximately a 1rd nf acau;rtd whilé'ene or both of the parnpsycbptu-
gical investigators were present. Fairly early in the case it was observed that objects
‘were most often disturbed in pn.rn:ullr locations, and the investigators were there-
fore'able to focus their attention upon these areasoln several instances objects were
disturbéd, that the investigators had placed in’selected target areas and had kept
under: ;:nrcfﬁj surveillance.

In no lﬁstmuﬁrm: evidence found indicating that any of the events were caused
fraudulently or in’any recognized nonpersona way. The writers offer the opinion
that pll'lpl}l’:hﬂlnﬂl forces they characterize as “recurrent spontaneous psycho-
kinesis’ (RSPK) were involved. One of the writers (W.G.R.) will present a second

Eﬂ on further analyses and observations heanng upon the nature of these
es.
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INTRODUCTION
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General Considerations

Investigations of apparent cases of recurrent spontaneous psycho-
kinesis (RSPK), more comitonly known as poltergeist occurrences,
fall into two phases. In the first, the parapsychologist is concerned
with th,e ‘question whether the incidents can becexplained by
fanuh?;; ph; )iéal cauges. If no such explanation pam ,be found, the
mvestlgﬁtqr can bl‘i:ng the study to the second pj)ase(g éx Inrﬂa fnr
pmpsychnlogzgaf pmécw that may be involved; such ,ad tbe K
abilities of living ngdicaa&&@pe s. The present study,is’directed
azml to the queatmn ththtg a se éscg,f disturbances that oﬁg:lifmd‘
in Miami, mainly during, Iaﬁvu@:‘)',f can be explained: by
fgrml;gr physical means. A later. pap |:[lel er {hx%fﬂ R.) will deal with’
,the parapsychological processes that n'mgg9 avg been responsible,

! Wﬁ tvmh to express our appreciation to the gmténm'nbetqu persons who cooper-
:hlzd with as in this itud]r in ways that are made clear wmu.iy Eumtn throughout
puper. / ) aep




), “phenomena may vary widely. The primary group; the
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A 1\9 3
RSPK studies often bring the pari'pg;.fr;h’aqgist into contact with
groups of people whose attitudes/and interests“with regard to the
phe persons in
whose territory the phenomena oceur, usﬁqﬂyvﬁuhlfuf‘@p end to
th{em as quickly and painlessly as possible: To achjeve this, they may
/involve/a second group by secking help fromi persoris.whose profes-
», sions or skills seém appropriate, such as engineers, police officers,
féhﬂﬁﬁﬁ% irid clergymen. It is natural for these investigators and
observers toattempe explanations and remedies acco to their
specialties, Sometimes;” however, the “cures” tried by this group
can be no less daniging than thé disturbances, as when a police
officer arrested E“mﬂn&ﬂ: of the family concerned whom he mis-
takenly believed to be the ‘eulprit (7), or when “exorcism” was
attempted by burning thé clothesof the boy who was the center of
the disruptive events (8). .. 70, ‘
Once the occurrences have become known outside the primary
group, a third group made up of representatives of the news media

{2

such as press; radio, and TV may enter the picture. Their main
responsibility is t6 their media and they arc often expected to pro-
vide dramatic and eritertaining stories. Their work on a case is apt,
in turp, to drgw in a fourth group, uninvited visitors and curiosit

seckers whose presenceand béhavior usually prove disruptive bot

for the normal Jife of the first group and for the conduct of seriotis
investigations. /5 /o (i /o

If an investigation is attempted by parapsychologists at this stage,
they cannot expect to settle dowri at orice to a‘guiet and thorough
study, but must first resolve the, probiems’presented by these four

_groups of people already involved and by their different interests and
“activities,, 0o, NI ‘

T a, large extent the parapsychologists, usually the last group
to‘appearcon the scene, have the same concern’as the first group—-
the farbily of others primarily involved—namely, to explain the
phenomens. However, an investigation can generally best be carrigd 7,
out by studyirigthe phenomena while they occur. It is therefore nots
in the best iﬁr’r;rﬂtuP CRLs Cease
before his study of the casc has been made. An investigation 18/ 4
only likely to be successful if the family realizes this and is willing to ~

», . follow the suggestions of the investigator, ¢ven if these are not

csesigned to lead to an immediate end of the phenomena.

. i £ w7 £ -
/bekp "Fa obtain a record of earlier occurrencdes in #case, which should

/7[

O?Ol‘

¢ as complete and as accurate as ‘possible under, the’gircum-
¢, stances, the parapsychologist also needssthe cooperation ofithe
», secand gfoup, the other investigators and nhs\ergg}'ﬁ'ﬂhgﬁa"i# been' |
b@invn%;fg from a practical rather than a scientific point of view, '
cﬁ'ﬂa}!/nrat{“l;%fmﬁy‘,_g‘lsbfh;g required in gathering mfﬁ:;ygnﬁ@w on 4
& (o) N /

hH

the parapsychologist to have the incidents cease " %,

-~ }c v 4 e '[)n ~Y(
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dmturh@lfgn that take place while the parapsychologist is on the
7 (

répresentatives of the news media have been alerted,
ologist must reach an agreement with them so that
as little publicity as possible during the investigation.
This ﬁpuﬁcﬂnﬁgiﬁé@aﬂﬁﬁt since the fact that a parapsychalogical

investigation is being made is néwsworthy in itself and 'is likely to
Ay bring in additional réporters and ctiriosity seckers if it becomes
) erally known. The fourth group, the curiosity seekers, usually
'8 '%S - ]B:; interest once the puhl‘;i:itjr ceases and no'information about the
o RS, QU is given out, and their dnterféring ‘activities‘decline or stop
~ Sy er. :
'O/. 'OQ/-’ C?S,O /70, f
A 0 m%;wdwﬂ in the Miam:i Case
i n

2 my
“a/ [/)r/l&l}e: present investigation there was an unusually close colla-
b’%'ga'nn%ith the first three groups of people brought together by the
7

inci the’ owners and employees of Tropication Arts;/Inc.; s
wholesale business for novelty and souvenir items in Miami, Florida;;
3 the nonscientific investigators and observers; and the representatives

of the news media.
b - The persons making up the primary, group connected with the
Uy m were : the owners of the firm{ Mr, Alyin Laubheim (general
; ;cr} and Mr. Glen Lewis; the two shipping clerks, Julio Vas-
/., “quez/anineteen year old refugee from Cuba who wassoon identified
&5, as the focal person for the events, and an older mani, Curt Hagemeyer;
> %t/. assistant ﬁhjpping clerk, Iris Roldan, age eighteen; three ladies
<, who'paintéd the novelty items, Mrs. Ruth May.%ﬂim Beatrice Ram-

z, and/Miss Patricia Wolfe; and Mr. Rolando Sintovania; the
bookkeeper.“All were sympathetic toward the scientific stifdy of the
case and Willing'to adapt themselves to the needs of the investi-
gation. ‘J :

Among the investigatorsand observers who did not claimscientific
gulliﬁl:utium the following were particularly helpful : Mr. Howard

rooks, a professional magician; ‘Mr, William Drucker, the insur-
ance agent for the business; Pattolman, William Killam, the first
policeman dispatched to the premisess and Patrolman David J.Sack-

¢/ *€tt, who also participated in the police‘investigations.

The namesof the representatives of the news media do not figure
prominently|in this report, but their collaboration was important. If
they had not béen willing to minimize the publicity while we made
Our investigation, itis quife-unlikely that the study could have been
mndu‘ct'i?ﬂq(ﬁ Eu'tﬁcmsfu?iy;s it was. Because of their self-sacrificing
restraint thereowere Hoseriotis disrdptions by curiosity seekers, 0

The person responsibledor initiating the parapsychological study

'%S@ 2
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was Miss Susy Smith, a writer of popular parapsychological books
and a personal friend of the authors of this report. She heard of the
incidents from Miss R;ambis;;;/whw?hnned,;htr on January 12,
1967, -at a radio station in Miamisw #E,AVMM'EP“&'»W being
intervicwved. Miss Smith went to the business establishmentithe next

day, and afterward she tried to call W.G.Rain the evening, He Avas

dniving across the eountry from California, and Miss Smith r:?g:hn:d
him in Shrevéport, Lipuisiana, on January 18. WG.R. left his ‘car

there and took a plane o Miami, arriving on January19.
Miss Smith contintied to ‘collaborate during the investigation in
Miami and was al$o instrumentébin arranging a visit by Julo to

Durham for a thorough psychological and medical study that
will be described in #later piper. For the events that occurred before
W.G.R. arrived on the scéne arid during his later two days’ absence,
the notes made by Miss Smith weréan important source of infor-
mation. This information was later augmented by interviews con-
ducted by W.G.R. with the people involveds, _

Finally, the investigation represented the second opportunity for
the autligrs of this report to collaborate on a RSPK study. The first
was the Seaford ¢ise (5) which we had investigated nine years
previously;but which Iﬁd.ilgcmm: largely inactive before we arrived
on the seene. When W.G.Ri'became convinced that the Miami case
wis wnrth]r of serious attentioncand found that l,h_: case wn.mr.mll
active, he suggésted that J.G.P, should join the investigation to
provide an added measure of observationand control.

Our 1958 report on the Seaford case may have helped to spark a
renewal of scientific interest’in RSPK phenpmena, Before that time
this problem area had been largely neglected in parapsychology for
several decades, but during the years since’ that report appeared it
hashecome a major target of research activity. Some of the Anfierican
gaises investigated have been reported in detail by ong of the present
writérs (6, 7). In Britain perhaps the most thoroughly {tt{;;lgﬂ&;ug;l
discussed case was the one that occurred in 1960-196) in Sauchie,
Scotland, (4)./Several German cases have been investigated’ by

arapsychulogists,in some instances in collaboration with scientists
Frum other branches of research (1,2, 3). These few examples selec-
ted from a much widef number of inyestigations will serve to
indicate that the scientific interest in RSP cases 1s increasing in

, spite of the difficulties encountered in research m_;,t/]ns area.

/1y OrNature and Locus of the Miami Distierbances.

r o Al : : | O
Sse Tﬁ%idmturhmm consisted of movements and breakages of the
u%jtc‘};l s61d by the firm, mainly novelty and souvenir’items. Many
'qﬁiw,t/ht ohjects’ were imported from the Far East and then“painted
OQ/? f 0(4 4
7y
OC/' LY :
&, 7 q
V£ e

C‘Q/)

O’"{'

CQ/

r
Q
S@f '

The Miami Disturbances. =~ 413
with Florida symbols, such as palm trees and flamingoes, by the three
& V4

9 g S -
 Thes Elil@ne;,a robably began in the middle of December, 1966,
\ ¢ &wgpeﬁ"}mﬁced an unusual amount of breakage.

£/The disturbanges (with a few possible exceptions) occurred during:

: M%,hqu‘f@uﬁ\th&ﬁgm. Occasionally objects were found an
1 Ennr@g,’.hn’mp[niﬁ'gf{whmh had not been seen there at the ead of
th pmﬁumfwgrkiﬁg’g;«c\lgy. Howevérit is possible that these incidents
took place unnoticed when |
pr or were unnoticed because of otlier events that took place

GS@Q,-O ibnu: the same time. . v
Ve, % It also became clear early in_ the/case that disturbances only

d when Julio was present, The disturbancescgeased on

s “February 1, 1967, when he left the firm,
or where nearly all the disturbances took

@ Q/ é@@

place was the
where the merchandise was received and stored and from
it;was shipped to retail dealers. This warchouse room;, which
meas slightly more that twenty-nine feet east-to-west by forty-
two feet’north-to-south, was in the north end (back) of the building!
[t was the workingcarea for the two shipping clerks as they filled
the orders for shipment, and for Miss Roldan, She mostly sat
at a desk at the south end (front) of the room, placing Florida
insignia on the merchandise and assisting in other ways as needed.

a SThe Frunt part of the business contained the reception room, the

pa room, the rest rooms, and the offices of Mr. Laubheim and

o 1 antovania.
b i &y 1 archouse had four places where ‘merchandise ‘was stored:
e ,%b_i/"l'nll ¢ér which, occupied most of the east'wall, and three tiers:

/anﬂflo;u itinthe center of the room. Tier 1 was clasest to the wall
tier; Tier 2/was in the middle, and Tier 3 toward the west side of
the room. ‘Thére were thus also four aisles. Aisle 1 was between thé
wall tier and Tier ¥, Aislé 2 was between Tier | and Tier 2, Asle3
between Tier 2/and Tier 3, and Aisle 4 was to the west of Tier 3.
The wall tier was fiine féet high! Tier | was five feet three inches,
and Tiers 2 and 3 were both six feet Kigh. Tiers 2 and 3 had three
shelves each and Tier 1 twoiThe sécond shelf of each of the three
floor tiers (counting from the tdp) was divided by a board twelve
inches high running the length of the tier. These boards gave some
protection to objects placed on the second shelvesfrom interference
by pcmmy%nri'ithn other side of the tier. Since thecboards only
covered the lower part of the space between the shelves, it was
ossible to obsérve the positions and activities of persons moving
nhinwlk_n tiées, and sometimes the movements of objects. /
The tiérs were of a rough but sturdy construction, the main
supports being 1-3/4° by 3-1/2° posts/(*‘two-by-fours"), six for each

Ao

Y &
Q
b o

le were leaving or entering the

S¢
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of the three central tiers. The boxes and other objects on the tiers
could not be made to fall off by attempting to/give the tier a strong
shake or push. Boxes with merchandise were stored on the floor
bélow the bottom shelves of thé four tieps and‘along the west wall,

In the north area of the room, about six feet beyond the three
tiers, werctwo tables next to each other’/Theseare reforred to as
the shipping desk and this was where Julio’and Mr, Hagemeyer
wrapped the'merchandise for shipping. Beyond these, close to/the
biick of the room, weré three other tables. 2

The floor ‘was concrete ‘and the walls cinderblock. The, ceiling
was about fourteen feet high, There were two windows at the back,
close to the ceiling, The roomowas also illuminated by large fluores<
cent fixtures.

In the north wall at the northéast corner was a large entrance. This
was closed by two gates: a‘sliding door and a separate one made of
iron gratings. During working hours, this grating was often the only
gate that was closed.

Combifiing all of the separate events recorded by Miss Smith,
others in addition that were reported during our dnterviews with
obseryers 0f the early stage of the case, and events we recorded
after our arrival, a total of 224 distinct incidents was recorded:
Of these, 102 took place before the arrival of W.G.R. and 78 occur-
red during later’ days when both of us were absent. There were
times before ‘Miss Smith arrived when no formal notes were kepy
and there were periods after she wag on the scene when distur-
bances were happening simultaneouslyor so close together that it was
not certain whether all of.the’ events ‘were ‘recorded. (The 224
happenings will be analyzed incregardto the dynamics involved in
the paper to follow in a later issuc of the Journad.)

Insofir as possible, the events have’ been umbered chranolog-
ically. Items which moved at the same tifhe were gounted as one
event if they were tied together or if it seemed possible thatothey
épilled’ from the same container. Otherwise they were counted
according to the number of objects involved.

Figure ], is a'floor plan of the warehouse area of Tropication, Arts
in which most of tlie' disturbances occurred. The numbers are given
for disturbed objects cwhose locations were reported. The
arrows indicate the approximate direction and distance of motion,
when they were known, of objects digplaced from their original
position. Arrows drawn with a solid line refer to mévements when it
seééemed impossible, according to pthers presént, that-Julio could
hn\f!: ¢aused them: arrows drawn with-a broken line/refer toopccur-
reneés whenr Julio or the places where the disturbances’took ‘place
Were notsupervised; the dotted lines indicaté moveinents when it

32:5;3 fiot known where the objects had come from or wheré they had

£

SCALE, .5 FEET - I

£

Fic. |, Floor'plan of the wardhouse room in which most of the disturbances ook
place, YHowing their locations and chronological order (for explanation, see text)
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landed; and the crosses indicate the places to which objects moved
wh ungm was not known. The heavy linés show movements of
thre€ pr more objects, as indicated by the letters and numbers.
Thie entrance tothe office area and the front of the establishment js in
he southeast cprnérof the room. The back entrance is in the porth-
€Orner.

Figure 2 shows a photographic view of the warehouse room, The

person at the north.end of Aisle 2 is Mr. Hagemeyer.,

-

Plan and Authorship -of This Paper

0/7 In a matter as difficult as'the evaluation of the evidentiality of
observations regarding RSPK events, we think it ‘I8 of primary
s, rtance to properly assign rmpﬁnalbﬂtqr forcthe starements
Or [n'mﬂg, We therefore draw a distinction, dirst ofb all, between the
£y firsthand evidence based upon events that took plice while one or
Q@uthfnf us were present and which we recorded ourselvés and’the
secondhand, evidence based on the descriptions others gave of
events that took place in our absence. Also, W.G.R. was the prin-
cipal investigator ‘of the case, and he had complete charge of mter-
viewing the local observers and integrating their statements with
the information in Miss Smith's, notés: He is also, naturally,
€5,  responsible for the information collécted abiput the disturbances
Sy when he was the only one of us présent. On the other hand, during
/ s Yo, ﬂm three days when J.G.P. ‘was in”the establishment during
\ @/'@ : iness hours, he was present for all ten of the éyentscthat took
= O apm:e, while W.G.R. was present for only, two/of thém. For this
3 reason; /J.G. P has written and alone w:II sign thé section of the
o, paper. dealing witly those disturbances, while W,G.R.%alone will
report (a), the seyentsowhen no parapsychologist “was present;
(b) the disturbances that teok place while he was in Miami before
| J.G.P.'s arrival; and [f} the deeurrences that took place while he
A was there after ] G.P.'s departure.
It 1s not possiblé; for reasons of space, to describe in detal in
| this paper all 224 distinict events recorded. We will omit many of
those that took place whémawe were both absent, will give all ten
that occurred when we were both present, and will describe as

oy many as feasible of those that happened ‘when W.G.R. was there
¢  alone.

|‘:|| -rlAr

in the muddle,
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warehouse showing the shipping desk in ¢bie foregmuing and the three

oft (enst side of théoroam), ']
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Bnmnntﬂgm the, middle of | December, 1966, there had butn 2N
unusual amountof breakage in thé ouse. The owners attri-
buted this to nrclﬂmm Bydhlﬁiug ing clerks. During the second
week of January, 1967, the . became more serious. In
particular, the beer MUgn,q”n%dt of amber-colored glass with a

wooden handle fastened by two métal rings, broke unusually
often. They were placed on the north end of Tier 3 and would
fall into Assle 4. Mr. Laubheim told ‘me heasked the shipping
clerks to place’the mugs on their sides with the handles down so
that they would not roll or slide off the shelves.
;!h rsddy,, Jandary 12, Mr. Laubheim himself placed the
n their Blﬂﬁv, ‘handles down, showing this to the shipping
He&mid me on January21: “I get the glasses up myself and
I ahuwad it tocthe boy.and 4 said; *Now, if you put them in this
position, they are not goifig,to h&k or fall uﬂ" the shelf.’ And as [
turned around and wa tothe end)of the counter, one of them
. came down right behind mi! (Event 18). m'q@uhhmn said he
3 sa 41 put the glass at least eight inches from the’édge of the shelf and
/Y at’none of the employees were' r:tcur than en whm it
)3 “w\ ’ C i /’Q Ve
_Mr/Lewis was not present in the business as frequently as his
A mﬂqguc When I interviewed him on January 20, hesaid that he
M not observed anything unusual until Friday, the 13th, when he
t-a fewChours in the warehouse during the afternoon. At ‘that
ume, however, ashtrays (Events 39 and 42) and boxes with dxﬂl:rn
ent kinds of m:mhanduc (Events 36, 38, and 40) “fell off the
195 shelves mysteriously. 1 4ould put them back and they would
w ., ¥ 4 continue to fall off the shelves.” Mr. Lewis said he “was skeptical

Yo, e //,, When they told me about it over the phone, but when I was here

: “and saw things being dropped off the, shelm right after I had
thcn I knew ﬁumr,rlnng tﬁiﬂ myutcnuuu

Vo W - them s-ecurcly
. g, ut the whole thing.

Q¢ Mw&l‘ﬁoﬁm Garcia was probably the first rl:pnvt:r ‘tdarrive’on

¢p wgu:n?e' ﬁ:ﬂ him on January 24 and he told 'me thaton chn:ﬂ-

e I:h: ll it l%ﬂﬁ noon, when he was with®Mr. Laubhéim

@
0/7[,~
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ulio at the front of the warchouse, tWo boxes with plastic fans
W@,ﬁlﬂ} fell off Tier 2 behind him. He Was sure nobody was
t area. 3<I,‘wu hours later, when he was at the north end of,
sotitheast, and when Mrs, May and another woman

&u mug.b cﬁd ﬂf Tier 2, two beer mugs (Events 1}, 12)
4 ﬁ‘um tﬁ’ﬂ ml.l:ll.‘"f... of Tier 3. No one was in that
e, he ng 2 )

Mr William Drulﬁkﬂ:, th&msurm::g agent for Tropication ﬂﬂn;
told me on January 20 that he arrived on a business c:zr

He was informed abayg the phcnmcnn/aﬂd shown the debris
from some of the occurrénces in :’uale-fti, “1 went about checking

“the shelves to see how much’they vibrate and | checked most of

wvm and I couldn’t see anything bt a strong trémor would
it down because the shelves were rather substantial,!’ He
zaqt:l t about an hour and fifteen minites andayas ﬁﬁnhm way

the south entrance when he heard a “thud.” /He turned around

‘at.ondeand asked those present where they had beén: Migs'Rolddn
w.fdnmng at the front desk packing and Mrs. May was scated
behind ‘her. Julip said he was in Aisle | with his gocart, packing
merchandise, both ‘@irls verifying his position, Mr Drucker told
them to remain where they were and éxamined the room. He found
two boxes, tied together (Event 32).at the north end of Aisle 4,
fifteen to cighteen inches from Tier 3. He ¢hecked the tier for

gs, loose shelves, and bad or tilted legs, but-found nothing

Of4 wlﬁgg He did not think that ﬂmrucmng colifd, have caused the

ﬁrfm since there were no newcracks, nor could he: think
other; physical explanation. Sincéthe boxes were, at feast

,q% lccﬂ feet from Julio and since Mr, Druélfer hm!)t;h:cifﬁd the
/ghtl

v&pnur m,:thu‘m*:qt. he did not think Julio tﬂ‘uld hnw: caused

it. ‘9/7 Q / S
’Ermnth ‘was prmm‘ﬂuung many of the events, whmh ﬂ]‘lﬁ
recorded at the time, y 0

On January 13-at 1:50 p.M. ahr: was sitting next to the shi pmg
desk at the north end of Tier | when she heard something fall in
Aisle 4. A box with rubber daggers (Event 38) from the southern
part of Tier 3 had moved /into the aisle, spilling its contents.
At the time of the event, Julio, M. I’-Iﬂgcmejrtr and Mr. Lewis
were in the warchuuat. all in sight 6f her.”

Mr. Sinclair Buntin is a pilot at Eastern Airlines and a friend of
Miss Smith. He told me on January 20 that at about one o'clock
on Tuagdn? “the 17th, he and his wzfe joined Miss Smith at the
warchouse. | They/ had” just arrived when an ashtray fell to the
floor @Amled (Event 68}, After this, Mr. Buntin told me, hé
spent about fifteére minutes, chéékmg the shelves in the warehouse
and making ﬁhi’:,thntr&ver]rthmg was, put back from the edges.

Ros, ,
QU
&

Ch

| on the 13th.
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¢ Around 1:20 .M., when he was at/the front of the room, a box of
combs (Event 69) fell into Aisle 4. He told/me that no one was
near that area. About five minutes later a‘box (Ewvent 70) fell into
Aisle 1. Again there was nobodycin the yicirity and *no contrap-
tions, or strings, or wires or anything that could cause it to.move."
He thought that Mr. Hagemeyer might have been working at the
back about fifteen feet from the event and that Julio waslin the
frontoarea’ i sight’ of him, between five and tere feet'away from
hifm. Miss Smith indépendently reported that the four of them
were in, the front but that-Mr. Ha er was away. The box
contained plastic calendars and had been on the north end, of
Tier 1. : i e}

At 1:42 p.m. on the same day a shot glass (Event 71) came off
the north end of Tier 2 and fell into Aisle 3 without breaking.
Mr. Buntin was certain nd‘one was near.

Then, three minutes later, ﬁitz-l;ﬁ,’rﬂrz_ Buntin saw a box (Event
72) fall off Tier 3 into Aisle 4. He¢ was in the front within fifteen
feet and could see the box between the shelves. No one was in
either Aisle 2.or 3. The box “fell at an angle which it could not
have been'at if it had just been pushed off . . . about a thirty-degree
angle out away from the shelf.”” He then replaced the items in the
box‘and pliced thison the shelf about one foot in. A few minutes
later it fell again (Evéntf';'.’r]LWhil; he was seven feet away. Again
no one was near. oy 8 '

Shortly beforé’two, Mr. Latubheimy arrived with a newspaper
reporter. He showed him wliére the beer mugs had been when the
events started, demonstrating their_position by placing one on its
side with the handle down on the top shelf of the porth part of
/ Tiér 3. About five minutes later there ‘was a loud noise and the

beer miug (Event 74) was found in the south part ‘of Aisle/4 un-
hrokén. Miss Smith reported that she was withifi four féet of this
end of Tier 3 and observed that no one was near, The mug could
‘ot _have rolled off the shelf: “It would have had 10, flycthrough
the ‘air to teach this position. The shelf was examined as usual.”
Mr. Laubheintthen replaced the mug and Mr. Buntin made sure

5 that it was securelyplaced: “I picked that one up—propped it up
49 and braced it,” by placing the handle down with the glass part
W against a box. A few minutes later it fell again (Event 75) in Aisle 4
{C P immediately below where it had stood and this time it broke.

Oy ’Mr. Buntin was again certain that no one was near, y
Q Yo . “Atabout 4:05 p.M. on the same day when M. and Mrs. Buntin
Op, % “and Miss Smith were still present, a'Coke bottle (Event 77) which
‘ A, r Qs g ?Iwed on the top shelf of Tier'3 “to tempt whatever it
¢/, ‘might be,” as Mr. Buntin said, fell to the floar and broke. Again,
i M. ‘Buntintold mé that no one was in the area’ Miss Smith said

r ¢ :
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she and a photographer had unsuccessfully tried to make this
e u{cﬁp}; off the shelf by shaking the tier. ;

w, ¥4

fi by (Pa-’..t'q; and the Introduction of Planned Investigations

| pid ;

'b/ 7 g | 1 4
mmﬁu are called in as professional, even though/ not

In this section, ;also, I will' describe two classes of events that
represented the first step toward a controlled study of the events.
One class includes thoSe eventsin which observers reported that
/) they saw objects start to move, The other speciil class of events
¥ is’ that in which “decoy” objects were placed-on the shelves in
Sawhat had previously been observed to be favorite target areas and
9 latercthese decoy objects were moved in @ way“that could not be
% plained normally. ' ,
A% _Alfter the beer mug (Event 18) which he had placed on its side
glgiwmnn January 12, Mr. Laubheim told me (on’January 21):
7

(s

... everything started to happen—boxes came down—a box
of about lmggmd back scratchers (Event 22) turned over and fell

with a terrific clatter over on the other side of the room and then

we realized that there was somethiog definitely wrong around here.

And for three days we picked things up off the floor as fast as they

o, would fall down. ... We tried to keep it quiet, because we knew it
€/ would hurt our business becdlise we dre right'in the .o, beginning

C of ‘3, season—and it would diaw & bunch of curiosity seekers, etc.,
8o < 80 we tried to kui it quiet for about fouy days. Then finally delivery
‘p nﬁ'n saw things happening and Icnp[r. coming inand ot would
'4/)@0. sec it hw]}fll/m and word got out and there were morg and more peaple

¢, eoming i1’ And’ somebady suggested that with the glassés being
Qf’t@whg'-mund"@mﬁgiir!n crying in the front from &iﬁht we had
better potify the police; so I'did. 3 ‘

When Mr. 'Laubheim called the police, Saturday morning,
January 14, Patrolman William Killam was dispatched. Killam
told me, on the 30th, that the/complaint clerk at the station “ex-
plained to me that this person who was calling said that he had a
ghost in his place of business .5 going around breaking ashtrays
and he said they were just coming up off ‘the floor and breaking.

¢ And I told bim—I said, ‘this guy has got to be a‘nut,” ”

When the officer arrived at %‘mpicﬂinn Arts, only Mr. Laub-
heim and Julio were present. The three went to the back of the
warchouse and”while Mr. Laubheim and Julio remained at the
north“entranee, Mrl Killam- walked to the other side, looking
down eachcof the aislés. Whesv he came back to the others, he
turned aroundand then saw'a glass/(Event 53) fall to the floor and

R
Sey, ;

Qs ,

scientific, investigators, I hiave delayed until this point the des-
cription of how they entered the case and what they reported.

(’/~
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break in Aisle 4. He saw it through the shelves of Aisle 3. Laub-
heim told him this was one of the **Zombi¢” glasses, tall painted
‘highball glasses which were stored on the 'w:ll fier, behind them.

e time was about 10:35 A.m. “Mr, Killam was unable 1o explain

ﬂty incident normally and phoned the police station, for help in
'mvuugﬂmi the case. Two other patrolmen anda urgeunt €ame
. shortly :lfu'r 12:00 noon. By then there had bmn Fnu: nt“hti* inci<
dzmﬁioh GA\ W ROy

“Ar 11:50 a2, Mr. Killam was still alone wnth Julip and’ Mr.
Laubheim. When they, wer¢ in the area south of Tier | and-Ajsle 1
looking toward Tier 3 where so many of the incidents had origin-
ated, he saw two boxés (Events 54, 55) which stood on the floor
below the south end of Tier 3 turn over and fall into Aisle 3.
“1 was standmg down E‘_',’ the desk drid Julio and Mr. Laubheim

. were in the general uﬁm nF the desk, too. And we were all
lr,l-ukmg over there and they j ] down."

At about 12:00 noon, whllc 1;..11 am _and Mr. Laubheim
were still in the southeast corner n{’ thé room arid Julio was in the
southwest, cornier, a box of pencil sharpeners (Evént 56) fell into
Aisle 3 from ;hf: ern em:l of Tier 2. Julio replaced them and
five to fen minutes {u ey fell again (Event 57). Since Julio
was fairly close.to this arca, Igas.k:d Mr. Killam if Julio could have

ushed theboxeseMr. Killam Was not certain about Julio's location
in both incidents, but’during one of them, he did not recall which;
he noticed that Julio had ‘his back tﬂw!ltd the south end of Tier 2
whf:n the box fell. ¢4+ Sq
uring Event 58, at 11@ P, Patmlm:n( D:wld J. Sackett
ﬁmd Ronald Morse were also prucnt Bergeant W1 m? McLaugh-
iin was also there, as was Mr. Howard Ilrm,ks and a friend of his,
Miss Brénda Gibson, one of the performers at theice show. At
that time a box with address books (Everit 58) fell inte’ Aisle/2
fromv the diorth part of Tier 2. When this eveént, hap-pmtd "Mr.
‘Killam’ said, ... between Ronnie and Dave and’k, .. ave saw
everyhody v thnt was in the room ... each one of’ th;:m was
standing" wheré“one of us saw them.” The four police officers
were in the front ared; Mr. Brooks and Miss Gibson were north of
Tier 2: and Mr. Laubleim and Julio were north of Aisle 4. Mr.
Killam said that Mr. Morse had noticed the box beforehand and
that it was six to eight inches from the édge of the shelf.
Sackett independently told me about this va: on January

r.
/. ”V },2'?&1 He said he was at the front desk, west pfﬁ"ﬁ:r 2, and that the
Co e

-ﬁhcn were also west of Tier 2, with' perhapmgnn o, two’ persons

é/back’s I-ﬂ!il of the warchouse. Nobody was n théincident.
‘Mr /l% d that the police officers tested the, ahcfvei‘m-
ag;bl ﬁhrauﬁnp or movements might cause objects to fall:
QO /QOO/(/'\ \' &
SOC‘ "//7 -
‘er, 7 q
g o t0

/7

oF

Or

A,
e d on the wall tier, appmxl‘rnm:ly fifteen feet frmﬁwhen:
S’ eyt fm E

0/7n iscts when there secem
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shook every one of them except the shelf at thl: extreme east [the
d nothing fell."”

1 obtained through interviews, it became ap
st. Thest¢ were the instances in which the uh&cm/crsﬂti,l;l

made before’] arrived. onthe scene. (As it happened, no further

such observations syere tecorded, after the start of the investigation
by parnpa}'chulﬂgmtsﬁbut this fact is na/ reason for discounting

these earlier events.) Etemg thefirst stages of the movements of
“to ]:.e‘m. known explanations often
ahat first convinced those wiio obsétved them that the effects
“were not due to recognized phy sical forces or 16" ‘trlr:kervg The
regarding eleven of m dmturlﬁrmm are mi&n in the

wing accounts,

R M{w{Ruldnn told Miss Smith on January 13 thzt Aane l:la:f wlién
s @W talking to Julio, . .. I saw a big cardboard’ carton start
to move by meif It fell down. I ran, screaming and \m-ymg
(Event 5). c/

Mr. Hagemeyer told me on ]amﬁlrr 20 that on the [3th, at
1:15 p.m., he was wnrhni at the shipping desk when he happencd
tﬂ gl:mut up and saw a shot glass, Evmr 3'.-'}1‘@1] to the floor, near

north l:nd of Tier 2, w:thnul hreakm 'I'Hnngim came out
mﬂ duwn—-nuh-ud:,r in_ the am:ta—nnbud attgll—hot a soul.”

Also, sometime that afternoon; he was working ‘with

,q% Mr. Lewu behind the shipping desk when he happened” tﬂ look

iﬁﬁ; see’ three small boxes (Events 43, 44 and 45y move off
1 and;fall to the flaor in Aisle 2. "Thr.-rc was nobady in that
aisle orthe disle onseither’side of it ... there might have béén
somebody Up by the [front] desk, but nnhud}r [clm? i " &
On January ’I&*hMrnQ May told Miss Smith (and later amplified
the information when, | 1ﬁtm,-mcwcql Mrs. May) that Munday. the
16th, when she was retarning from tunch through the north en-
trance, she saw a plastic tray (Event 59) take off from the bottom
shelf of the south end of Tier 1, fly to the second shelf of the south
end of Tier 2 and then back, landifig in #large carton in Aisle 2
under the south end of Tier . At about the & umc. a quantity
of metal key ¢hains and a rubber alligator (Event'6Q), which had
been in a box on Tier 2, spilled into the same carton where the
tray had landed; the box remaining on the shelf. Julio was at the
shippifig desk and Mr, Léwis at the north end of the wall tier,
Mrs. Mayswas certain ‘that nhfune could have caused the uv;nt
normally. o, PR T

“?‘(&E;'ih notes made by Miss Smith nm:'l Emm the addml‘mﬂ
&mnl évents Eﬁﬂlﬂtﬂ a category that was of special ﬂﬁ]ﬂﬂﬂft
ic

seen uhjml,u staft to mave. Thzlrtt:tn observations of this type;were -
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7, Mr. Brooks, a professional magician, made an investigation at
the request of Mr. Laubheim, a friend of many, years. Mr. Brooks
'did not think much of his friend’s problem. He toldime, on January
20: My first reaction was that the stock clerks or the shipping
¢ dlerks 6rsomebody is having a pranks—a playful joke,” On Satur-
sday, the 14th, he spent an hour and a”half inthe warchouse:
“I’saw nothing/happen and I discounted the whole thing/ As a
“/matter of facty]. made a practical joke of it by showing them how-
while 1 was standing tilking to someone—I took an ‘article from
behind‘my back and threw 1t.and they all jumped and said, Sthere
it goes again,’ . . .80 I wasn't convinced . . . last week.” He came
back Monday morning,-the 16th. Mr, Sackett, who was off duty,
also came together ‘with Mrs, Sackett. At about 12:00 noon, Mr.
Brooks saw two boxes {Events 61 and 62) fall down in Aisle 4
from Tier 3. He was behind the shipping desk and saw them
through Tier 3. Mr, and Mrs. Sackett ‘were at the front desk and
nobody was in the area between themnc Thé cartons, each weighing
about two pounds, hit the floor with a loud npise. Mr. Brooks
could find, no Sway in which this event might havecbeen staged.
“I can't, buy this spgok at this point, but something did
move those [boxes] and | couldn’t figure out what.”
I interviewed Mr;'ﬁ;cﬁéttc;independemi{ about this event of
January 27 and discussed it with Mrs. Sackett on the 30th. They
also saw the movement through Tier 3. Mr. Sackett said the
boxes landed approximatély,a footwest of the tier, about five feet
from where Mrs. Sackett. was.“He saw(them in the air. The boxes
had been on top of each otlier on'the shelf and they came out as a
m:; “. .. maybe a three-inch difference in’their horizontal out-
{ook . . . maybe three inches removed fromithe othier one,chut they
were on top of each other.” And they remaitied o top of each
other ‘when they came to rest. Mr. Sackett nioticed the location of
/Mr. Brooks at the northern area of the war¢house!”Julio was
between the shipping desk and Tier 2. In this case, as with/other
incidénts, Mr. Sackett said he went to the shelf and examined the
area where the object had been located for evidence of tnickery.
A He found none and 4vas also certain that no one had been close
enough to throw the boxes..Mrs, Sackett told me she was seated on
a stool at the end of Tier 3. Mr. Hagemeyer was in her view at
ok _the south end of Aisle 3. She did not sed/anyone who could have
% . 'ﬁlﬁ the objects to move. Vg e
o ~ %, Brooks told me (during the same interview on January 20)
Cop,, (G5 that he returned about 1:00 p.m. on the 19th. Two TV men and
9, Mrs. GeorgeoM, Joice, a sister of Mr. Laubheim’s, were also
¢ @&‘;ﬁmt. Nothing happened for two hours and one of the TV men

it @Ah’ﬁi.r."ﬂmnh ‘was. talking to the other one in the front area;
g

/
&
W ¢
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Julio W by carrying a stack of four ‘boxes when there was a
cras to Brooks grabbed Julio so that the éameraman could get

to th
in-.ﬁ&:‘? o/No one was near. The mug was the one that Brooks
and the/ TV man had placed on Tier 3. Mrs. Joice told Miss
Smith: abotit this évent on- February 2. She said she wns,}lunkmﬁ
directly st the ‘mug when it“moved. It “sort of scooted off,
down. A, (0, 1y S
~ An event in which a bottle seen to move and bounce on the
, floor was observed by tivo persans from, oppesite directions and
“/described independently. Mrs. Joice, Mr, Laubheim's sister,
told/Miss Smith on February 2"that she saw an Orange Crush
bottle (Event 102) leave the top shelf of Ticr'2. It “went way out
%7 ip theogir, then down with a bang on its ®eck. “Then it bournced
Q) mf/:gs side three times.” Mrs. May, who was seated at the front
desk dtothe time, had independently told Miss Smith ‘and me
abotit, this ‘event earlier. It took place on Thursday, January 19,

thought when the bottle bounced against the shelf—she looked
around and saw it land in Aisle 2. Itcbounced three times on its
side, at least a foot high each time, moving north about three feet.
&, Julio was at the shipping desk and Mrs; Joick near Aisle 2. The
. Senly person near enough to have pushed thedbottle was Mrs. Joice.
97, Still another kind of observation that had beeinjnitidted before 1
" arrived ‘was the placing of decoy objects in“places that Had been
@jn?ﬁw:_ in €arlier events in the hope that thesé¢ prepared objects
€ _ would Be distutbed. In recognizing and seizing thesppportunity

4'7@@ entice the effects to continue under such semi-controlléd condi-
tions, the’dpcal Gbservers were demonstrating a truly, scientific
attitude toward, the ‘events ‘and they were setting an example in
their investigations'that we were glad to follow and extend in’ous

@Sf

decoy objects was proved ‘in a fnumber of instances in which the
prepared objects were disturbed, and/this continued to be true
during our work on the casé/ Eight such incidents were reported
for the period antecedent to my sarrival,and five afterward. The
details regarding some of these are given below.
o On Wednesday, January 18, when Miss Smith, Mr. Sackett, and
Mr. Brooks were present, they placed a Coke bottle on the north
art of Tier 3. Five minutes later, at 11:40 A.nv., when she and Mr.
rooks wére in the northwest part of the warehouse and Julio was
in the north énd of Aisle 2, the bottle (Event 79) crashed in Aisle 4.
Miss Smith was fiot certain where the other people in the ware-

%tin first to investigate. A beer mug (Event 101) had crashed,

the
ghelf, movingstraight out into theair and then dropping straight.

at around 3:00 .., shortly before I came, At the first sound-—she’

subsequent invéstigation, The valué of the method of setting up’

house were at the time;/but ithappened that a friend of Mrs. May,

(V4
I\J
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Charlotte Shefficld, was standing outside the back gate looking
at Tier 3 when the incident took. pl’nr.:n Elﬂr g.a:d that no one was
near.
@zhfter the Coke bottle had hruhn, Mfr &ackéﬂ lnccd 4 beer mug,
¢ glear of fingerprints, as a “decoy™ where the bntﬂ had been and
rope /2[ uHNTmr 3. He requested that néone o hack of, the rppe.
‘Smith ¢eports: “Then everyone went.out for lunch except
]uﬁﬁ ind ‘e, Someone had brought me food and I Wwas eating at
‘the duﬂu/ Julio' was ‘standing beside me at the sofith end of the
roomand nogne élse was'in the room at 12:00 noon. 1 saniutn Him,
“This would be- 'txgm-d time for, something to happen.’ At almost
that instant the sound of a:shot glass {E\rcnt 80) landing on thie
cement floor was Heard. 1 ha.wﬂimd this enough almost to identify
the sound by now. We found it inside the roped area between
{Emrﬁ] 2 and 3, about midway down Aisle 3. It was not broken.
e walked back and I sat down, as we discussed the fact that the
shot glasses were kept along the aﬁgywnﬂ at the back. Neither of
us recalls secing one on the shelf in that aréa that day” (i.c., on
Tiers 2, or 3); Though Julio could not have meu.rn the glass,
Miss Em:rth could, not be certain that someone might not have
done so'from the outside through the iron grill of the back entranceé;
For the next two gvents, the back door was closed. Within tiyo
minutes’of thé cprevious cfmt Miss Smith reported that *. ..
there was a loud crash of glass. ‘At the end of Aisle 3, outside the
rope, a beer mugrtEv:nt’S,l} wits broken. We did not recall seeing
one of those in that drea ecither. I went um‘.lcr the rope and ascer-
tained that Sackett's dﬁcnwb;:c wasstill iff its place on Tier 3.
J,I'hr: back doors were now closed. NoWone Wnsrlnnhng;m Julio and
1 Were alone. I walked back to the desk/and almost immediately
the identical sound was repeated. This time it was the decoy mug
gEﬂmt 82) breaking at the end of Tier 3 into Aiéle 4. No one was
in the room except Julio and me and we w:ri:ftngt:thﬂ'r all ‘of this
4ime, near the desk.” PUTH, M il
The _pieces of Mr. Sackett’s beer mug were never examined for
fingerprints, When he returned later that day the rope had ‘gome
down and people had been in the area.
Shortly afterwards Mr. Brooks came. Miss Gibson was agmn
with him. He, too, did an experiment. Hé told me (on January 20)
that he put out two objects on Tier 3. “/Fheréwere two beer mugs

“ahat we placed as a test because it is not beyoriththe possibility
ey, that,_somebody could toss something in heretand if: something

“crashes/here like a Coca-Cola bﬂlﬂ&, chﬂ‘i‘ﬂ" ﬂug, you' ‘kpow ‘where it

Sr :nmq,&nm %0y« » but when you set it herécand if crashesand there

n lh@«ﬁhﬂlf then we have to assume that'it is the same

’
/7@ gnt." At @dut n:me 0'clock, one of the mugs (Event 85) crashed'in

CQ/; Cu, /
o0, s
%o, 0
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M@# He and Miss Gibson were by the front desk. He was
that the only people near Aisle 4 were the TV crews tlémg

the) 1 md:nta (none of the objects moved when th
ﬁt,,abu t/2:20 p.M. the other beer mug (Event 90) feﬂy;ptn

mgle h t without' brgahng Mr. Brooks and Miss Gibson were

qgﬁﬁ@: e front grea aﬁd none of the employees or owpers wWwere
near thma}umt M) Sog i)
Between the twopeer a:gug ‘incidents, there were four other
ces. At 1423 when Mr:,Brooks and Miss Gibson were in
the front area as before, he saw a plmtlc g’ln@@ (Event 86) in the air.
Mr Brooks, however, said hé’ 1d ot rile out the ibility
the g[aﬂn was thrown from be md him/ (It gllentu e middle
‘Aisle 1, Prcsumabljr from the sout] éad of the, w all&w:r ]

QS,Or Bﬂ'cn minutes later, while he and /Miss Gibson‘were again by

¢ front desk, a box of rubber daggers (Event 87) fell ifitp Aisle 4.
saw one of the daggers bounce on the floor. At nhnuv two
dnu&(,anuther beer mug (Event 88) fell into Atsle 4 while t&cf

same position. They had put out nnutfmrp nhjm a

Cultr: g:ttlc which they had placed ﬂgn?mt the back of thg,sh&lfv

in Tier 3. Abuutkl.,IS while thcy were still in front, it fell into
Aisle 4 (Event 89). Fﬂr the three last events Brooks was certain
that the only persons in the vicinity, werethe TV crews.

/ © rr ' 77 ﬂ
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When h:;me tew) ,Mmm:ﬂ hﬂd two plans in mind whmh I hngyd

would indicate, whether thes dmmrhﬂm:m could be explained

normally. (a) I intended to qhes% n witnesses about the past
events, and my findingsabout them Kave already been summarized.
(6) T hoped to observe soitie of the events myself, assuming the
case was still active. I expected to tap#,mmrd some of the inter-
views, but mainly to rely on wru:léh/;mt& In addition to a tape
recorder and writing materials, my equipment, was limited to a
tape meaguré Swhich I planned to use for recording movements of
nhjﬂm/md for | g a floor plan. I did not approach the case
with a fixed program’of research, since I intended to let the i lnm-
dt:nupdgptlﬁ!/rgy rocedure. - /F
It had’ itrcat{]r cumtcgleﬂ’r/ the time I arrived that oceur-
rences could ‘only M@ﬂpﬁcttd vbhf,m Julio was present. This



sbsénce would encoura
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influenced my dpm-:edure insofar asdt was concerned with checking
upon the fraud hypothesis. ' ; S

The easiest normal explanation was that he, “‘perhaps assisted

b}f one or more accomplices, simply pushed“the objects off the
'-ﬂultvm,pmkad them up to toss the£ I{tt; when no muj:casdmhn

or placed them precariously so they would fall off by lhumiehm
Hz-.yu tlso possible he used reaching instruments, thread arrange-

/ments, or othier forms of magic. It seemed unlikely that the events

could be“solely attributed to impersonal physical processes, sych
as carth tremors, since the disturbances nearly nr ys ‘oecurred
when he tas présent and thqr Jfocused upon n:trtnm kindsoof
objects in lar

As in other such' invuugmnm I planned to make my study as
inconspicuous as to /minimize my intrusion into the
psychological situation which.may be important for such events.
Nevertheless, 1 was prepared “for thé/ possibility that 1 might
inhibit the ph:numm. which seemeéd more likely to be the case
since Miss' Smith had already identified me ‘as- a scientist who
specialized in“the investigation of such cases, In erlier studies I
have somefimes found that the disturbances would diminish or
disappear altogether when I arrived only to resume when I had
left. Tf the case wereito qiriet ¢ down after I arrived, I was prepared
to leave for short periodsito er the incidents.

I arrived at the wifehousé in the 4fternoon of Thursday, January
19. There was one’disturbance (Event 103) shortly after I came
which could have been’causéd normilly. The two other incidents
(Events 104 and 105) that'day took. [muf when' 1, was out of the
room. On Friday, January 20, Tleft Tor short :nudﬁ to sec if my
the events: | mfarmi:d Mr. Brooks m-:l
Miss Smiith about my plan and asked them to observe the sitation
as bést they could in case the events should, ‘Tesurne, There weére

three incidents (Events 106, 107, and 108) at these times. Two of
“these occurred when Mr. Hrunh or Miss Smith were cun\rmc:d

that nio_known, physical causes were responsible.

Since it-was clear that the case was active and could nét. be
easily dismissed, on Saturday morning, Jan 21, I decided to
remain in the warchouse in the hope that any inhibitory effects I
might have would wear off and that something would happen
when I was present. There was one occlfrence: {Ewcnt 110).

L left for Durham Sunday morning, January 2201 planned to

Iﬂtlfi':ng few days later if the case remaiied active, “9,

/f/;@f ~"/On Jdnuary 23 I used the occasion of-a mecting of ‘the Board of
y rcﬁtb‘m of ‘the Psychical Research Foundation té/inform.J. G.P.
’/,,, abdut the case and 19 invite him to join the study, We ngm:d that
h#)gvnuld,dn so/if tl-mr ‘disturbances continued.
OQ’/; ¢
Sog,
&,

/

)

~
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S of the occupants (and thus keep
Csi
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I phoned Miss Smith from Durham Tuesday eveni cf January
24/ 5he told me the case was as active as evert I learned later that
ad been fifty-two incidents on Monday (Events Ill-i 62)

,Oé'nd thirtéen on Tuesday (Events 163-175). This amounts to‘more

ﬂngl ofie. guarﬁst of the total number of incidents which have beén
re ed in“this case. ©/ 07 70

returned to’ Miami Wednesday afternoon, January 25. Fagain®
brought a tipe recorder wnd this time also a camera to record,
positions of people at the time. In view

disturbed objects’and the
of the unsuccessful “attempts. by ‘the TV.crews to photograph

, During this second visit, IShoped e(;n move ﬂib study to the
rimental stage by using selected” abj embmd areas, The
of this procedure over m’tua%uns mmlﬁng the move-

4 objects in motion, it was not my. dntention to attempt that.
QS/@“&

advantages

4 nc%i of unselected objects are obvious.’(a) A target area and a
Qufgyt object placed in it can be examined mieh more closely, for

/mechanisms, faulty construction of shelves, and other
rs, that might cause or facilitate a movement than‘ean allthe
places and objects in the room. () After a target area has, beerl
prepared, the expérimenter can keep it under observation mitich
more casily than the whole area where/incidents take place. Target
areas can be su without disrupting the normal activities
the disruption‘of the psychological
tion at a minimum) if theuPernnmter reexamines the target
whenever mmehﬂd]r has been néar, instead of restricting
s to them. (¢) When an event m'mlnng a target objéct takes
o place;/ theré can be no doubt as to the origin of the movemént,
tﬁcrduunce the object traveled, and other details.’ c
/o Frotn, the point of view of evidence for pampﬂychnluglml
mmcmcntt of target objects are often moré convingin
than movemerits of unselected uh ects that occur in full view
the investigator, since the poml;tht}r of fraudulent pr:pmﬁbn

can often be more dcﬁnﬂ:ly ududnd in the former case than in'

the latter.
Since the empluym as, well as the other investi turs l:md
already successfully used “deco s""/in selected areas, t
mental stage of our study could;"] hoped, be mtrn-dumd w1 m.rt
ng the psychological situation) My main worry was about
mﬁr the case would still be active and whéther my presence
would inkibit the effects.

Nothing hippened, on Wednesday, which was not surprising

since, Julio was lbu:nt with a cold.
Julioowas back at‘@work Thursday morning, January 26. While

I observed {but without seeming 4p take a direct part in the experi-

ment), Miss Smith placed an alligator ashtray as a target aobject:
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[ ‘o always did'so after any of the owners of’ employees had béen in

Ua .@M/
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on the second shelf at the north end of Tier 3. Right in front of it

A "% _ Julio put a cowbell that had begn involved’n earlier incidents.
). “OcAfter this I checked both objects

ects toosee Whether there were any
a ents or foreign elements“that might be usedto simulate
‘in, incident. I found none. I checked the area periodically and

L/ /

the are4. This ashtray later moved (Event 176) whileLyas present

“//and ‘When fone of the employees seemed in a’ position to have

caused the :movement normally. (See Table | for evefits involving
target objects placed and /or examined by J.G.P. or me.) Later the
cowbell (Event 177) and“a box (Event 178) moved, shortly after
I had been out“ef the'voom dnd when I could not be certain that
the objects had not been tampered with beforehand.

The following are more détdiled dccounts of the main events
that h?pened during my first and second visits. Even though
I had deliberately left the roomcowhen' same of the disturbances
took place, my presence only a shoft time later to interview the
persons who, were there allows us to have more confidence in
their accpunts' than for earlier events when their“recall had to
span angu't"’imer'-'it&.ﬂ/f time.

Three Bottles' Move (Buents 103, 104, and 105) ,

On Thursday, %nnm;g_ 19; at 3:24 p.m., when I had just arrived
in the warehouse for the first timefand the soom was full of people;
a Coke bottle (Event 103) fell from the south end of Tier 3 into
Aisle 4. Julio was close by’and the event gould easily have been
caused normally. During the next incident,’ which ‘happened at

4:03; I was in the front office and Miss Smiith by the desloin front
of the warehouse. A Coke bottle (Event 104) fell-off the niorth part
of Tier 3.into Aisle 4 without breaking. | ulfu,w;; at the north end
of Tier 2"with two friends, Pedro Collado and/Chris’ Carréno,
both, sixteen years old. I asked them about Julio’s activity’ at the
time ‘and they said he had been moving a box and talking 1o them
when the hottle fell. o

The only event réported to have taken place when none of the
owners or employces were present occurred on the evening of

January 19, at 10:45. Mr. Jerome Eden of the South Florida TV

- Network told me the next day that he wmﬁalnm: in the warchouse
“telecasting from the front desk when he heartba crash at the back.

, B :
y#;;?n‘ugd_ a Pepsi bottle (Event 105) brokefvon the floor near some
es which had fallen over, their contents spifled. qu:;:mt‘!;;ﬂ;\c

f@me_é/%d kit the boxes and turned themcoyer, in the process
‘4. spilling coly over the area. Mr. Eden remembBered Séeing these

boxes iti a ggﬁkfp[:ﬁﬁug[y (he had placed a bag of Friros on them):
/ Y,
CQ/? /GL'(/(’ £
So.. C
C/ =y 9 Q
/)
Yoo

15
S¢

?ﬂc
“x¢ho

AL gi/df’qnl;,r been away ten minutes when a beer

o time of the incident, he said that Mr,
@Ol j

7/ frontwffice talking to a reporter.
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He also remembered seeing the bottle in its original position on
th t desk where he was scated. It had been left tﬁm earlier
day by Miss Smith, who had finished half the contents,
> only” other’ person in the building was a colleague of Eden's
Was_résting in/the front office. The bottle broke thirty-six
fﬂ.‘ﬁisﬁ'ﬂI'HiH Priﬁn’({“ﬂdﬁﬁi_%ﬂ o), Y0,

c /
' Q) /. ] -
Beer Mug and Two Boxes Move When 1

courage Events (Events t Qﬂﬁ, fﬂ?,_,ﬂllﬂﬂfﬂglj

Friday, January 20, was my, second diy st the warchouse.

Y, & O

P

f Nothing happened during ’Thg)m‘nm;,g and l‘g'iugpccted that I
4. war inhibiting the phenomena. T . ) ide |
“encourage the events, At 12:50 I annigunced that I was going
s errdnd. Before 1 left, 1 told Mr. Brooks aboiit/my plan, asking

erefore decided to leave to
on an

N

g should happen,

; l'm.% (Event 106)
 the second shelf of Tier 3 fell into Aisle 4. Mr. Brooks was by
the front desk/ at the end of Tier 2, Mr. Lewis was at fl'fw.;fld“ﬁf

im to keep a careful lookout in case any

Tier 1, and Julio was with Mr. Laubheim in the middle of Aislé 1.

Mr. Brooks noted that he was the person closest to this incident:
“There was no one near enough/to do anything like to push it,
pull a thread, or shove it with a ﬁ'ii'c:‘-l-['gr]'”J ilt the shelf." At the

‘ . Latibheim was asking Julio
if he would be willing to work the néxt, mornipg, Saturday. Mr.
(@ulﬂmjm told me that the incident happened at the uﬁim_-_h: said
to Julio, “Let's come in tomorrow, it will gﬁfﬂ;icéfmfi( uiet."
: ‘was no one else in the warchouse. ‘Miss Smith was in the

“On Janyary 20, after the beer mug fell while 1aas away, T
again left to encourage the phenomena, but this time only, for the
outer office. This/time Miss Smith was present and she and Mr,
Brooks remained naobge t 1:40 p.m. a box of imitation
leather goods (Event 107
Aisle 4 while Julio was just ‘on the other side of the tier. Miss
Smith, Miss Roldan, Mr. Brooks, and two friends of his were by
the front desk. I rushed in nﬁi:bchei)éﬂ,h!im Smith say to Julio,
“Julio, you did it!" She told me that sli¢ had not seen anything
suspicious, but that Julio was close enough to have caused the
event. Julio ‘staunchly denied it and became angry

fun%azs’ were placated!

~next’incidefit took place at 5:00 p.m. when I was in the

outer office with Mr.” La}lhﬁé'it& and Mr. Hagemeyer and when”

only Miss Sthith, Miss Rofdan, and Julio were in the warchouse,

gator Leaves !::Eﬁn

rvers, At tons,
b fell’off the north end of Tier 3 into

and upset,
said he winted tdJeave, demanded an apology, etc. By an hj,;f :
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w, all by the front desk. A box of address bdoks (Event 108) fell into
s N €5, the north end of Aisle 2 from Tu;r 24 This time Miss Smith was
% Sceertain that neither Julio nor any of the’ two others could have

’p )/Oq, caased the event normally siné¢ all llﬁ‘n;: wcii.s with her at the

‘&C ; @ fmtl df!"} ) 07 f /7 0 4 :
e, 9, B "Box ;,mm E‘pmﬁ& Falls When Investigator Preseit r£mt 10)

‘M; ]f.&wbﬁmm hnd ﬁarguadcd Julio to come to wurﬁk Saturda )r
morning,. J anuary s, whicl was not usually a working day, 1
facilitate the, lnvm;Funm, it was agreed that when an}rthmg
happened all would “freeze” in théif positions so that it could be
determined where cﬁgrhndijnﬁ 1:10 a.m. Julio was next to
Miss Smith at the front,desk, and 7/was making measurements
south of Tier 3, facing the ﬂim;;tmh of Miss Smith and Julio but
without looking at them. We hedrd a noise, I looked up at once and
all “froze.” I saw Julio just beyond 'the. sofith end of Aisle 2 with
his writing board in one hand and a ‘pencil in the other. Miss
Smith was on tlie phone next to him and Mr. Laublieim was in the
northwest énd of thqy,ruum, facing southeast. A box of combs had
fallen from the south ‘end of Tier | to Aisle 1. Mr. Laubheim said
he sawothe box fall to, thie” fioor through the shelves. Julio was
about five“feet from its 6riginalcposition. I examined the area for
strings and other fnr ¢ign ﬁhjtct.s hut found nothing suspicious.

Q

[

It did not seem m sible cthat Jalio of anyone else could have -

< ushed the box ¢ shelf ﬁnthuut my ubﬁcnrlng this. Only the
< Furufuswm: in th:hmrchg}uni J s

S o

‘ Tﬂrgﬂ Ashtray Falls (Event 176 )

s On Thurnda:f. January 26, during my mnd visity t 2:05 p.m.
o/ the allj ﬁnr ashtray that Miss Smith and I had" plm':ed on Tier 3
fﬂb,an mhc in Aisle 4. At that time Julio was standing with his
back ta, Tier3, four feet from where the ashtray had i:‘;ﬁ:n.)l wiis
in the back area ‘about twenty feet from Julio and looking directly
at him. He was makifig, no suspicious movement at the time an
\79) could find no way in which he could have caused the incident.
A Between him and the tier was a stack of boxes four feet high and
J’of - the end of the shelf on which the ashtray/ g;n-o-ﬂ?gu covered with
0 % ﬂs;}vtlvc -inch-high board. There were three @‘mq mvpel;p}r:ﬂs in the
L U W at the time, Mr. Hagemeyer, Miss Raldan,’ :w;l Miss
" ¢,/ mhuzﬁﬁll were in the north area and all wére in my, yiew, Mr.
’7/ /@ eyer being nearest to the event, mnﬂm - riorth of Aisle 2,
/ mﬁﬁp&nﬂfm;:p the ashtray. None of them could have' caused the
';gﬂﬁm' normally P “far_as I could determine. The cowbell, re-
78y /
CC?/; “q § LV
S,

)

Qr Y

/‘),)
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mained in place. Consequently 'the aﬁﬂny must cither have
moved around or over it.

I ‘.B?mned JG.P. and shared these dﬂclupmenm with him,
We agreed that hé should join the investigation and he nmvtdt@h: '
same evening and went with me to the warchouse Friday morping,
January 27 ), 11 Cey

It was my exy :nce that a iew investigator might put a cfﬁm:mr
on the mmdtnts. uﬁmmﬂy‘m/,th: beginning. In order to minimize-
this effect as far as_J.GP. was goncerned, I introduced him to
Julio as a friend who was gmtrnily cunnus/'hbuut the incidents and

, mot as another lmrent:gatnff Or 9Ny

4 There was one incident {Event l?ﬁ}(\that mmfmg::i'rhen ]J.G.P.
mﬁ /present and 1 had briefly leftcthe room, and nnuthgr (Event
f&ﬂ} in the early afternoon whm I had also léfvand YWas retusning.

%7 Againoit seemed that the incidents were favored by my bﬁl‘.'ﬂl:ﬂ
Q/ ring the remainder of the time J.G.P. was Iuem tz
ofthe 27th and the mornings of the 28th lnﬂ 3{11:]1}, I‘}th::rE—
foré left for:periods lasting betwmn fifteen and thirty‘eight min-
utes. ]]u’nng five such times, accounting for less than two hours,
there were six occurrgnces (Events 181, 182, 183, 184, 194, and
195) and only two when I was present {Evcntn 185 and IQ&}’
Since ].G.P. was usually in a positign to ‘abserve the situation in
the warchouse at the times of thc,lpciﬂc%tu the, procedure of my

Sd[\!hherntcly leaving seemed justified eyen thnugh it :emuw:d one

the investigators from the room.

j (/Thu details of the ten events that” muk ptnm whﬂts ] ﬂ/.P
‘ejn ‘the roomAwill be described in the nm/mtlnn,,Hct*w L wrll be
ndn:urncd IJIII]P( Avith some of the preparations we jmntl_','

&g} incident lft:,r J.G.P.'s arrival was the brea gg)ul"*a
lpSémlnp tray (Event 1 %tht had been on the second shelf of
the northeast side of 'ﬁu:l L3 asked Julio to put up mﬂlhtnm]rnﬁ .

A rtplaf:eml‘:ht—mmtdmg* is to be a target object, but withaut

 announcing thisoor séeming <to. supervise the experiment, We
examined the tray atsthe time anid iodically during the after-

‘noon, when it fell into/Aisle 2, Tp"mm'em:nl: of this object
[Evenl 181) into Aisle 2, aﬂﬁe%&w similar incidents in the past,
encouraged us to try experim @mth’m;get objects as a major
part of our methodology. U0

g

e Dn Saturday morning, January 28, h:l’nn: ani'd‘un had happen-

nrmi ve target arcas, selecting places where the mr.-u-
dcnts hnmn arti Iarl frequent. In all cases we used types of
objects wiruc.h h: db Vi dmmrhﬂd before, and sometimes particular /6

/
hat Julio found in the s aren ( :

4—4 /r.)
* Events !’&ﬁ-l'ﬂ to eight nl:
J/urn January 30 and which could hﬂb

to the warchoud) over Mr. Lau
moved there at mj?ihu: pnm‘ muﬁ?dnm
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/ 4’7@/. objects that had previously moved. The target areas were (a) the
s %, Cqy, nunhwt:st end of Tier 3, second sheélf (alligator ashtray with cow-
i, S0, bel.'l in front of it); (b) llm nnrthtg;t end of Tlcg 2, second shelf
‘pp 94 fzjgmhm lass and spoondrip”tray); (¢) }thc north ‘end of the wall
g K (,\Suer lg;tl:ﬂm shelf (two alligator ashtrays, one dammaged during an
é:lu:r in¢ident, the alligator being loose); (d)the !mut];wﬁtf:nd
/ of Tiet 3, second shelf (empty Fr..-pat bottlé); md{e; the southwést

cﬂﬂ@gf Tuw 3 top :htlf (empty Tab bottle). iz o
ef,m J:ag of our p ure we kept these areas uudn: contyol by
inspections,an always when the owners or ﬂnﬁloygﬁ”had
nm: Two of the target objects (Events 194 and 195) moyed

after I had 1¢ft to encourage the events and J.G.P. was the only
investigator presént, u‘:d une nb;m:t moved (Event 185) wl:u:n

we were both there. n
S o il
Part'I¥,
/
o J. G. Prarr® He

v «]

I"mmimn Oaanﬁmnnna oF TEN INCIDENTS DURING THE
Sncnup STKtw OF THE PARAPSYCHOLOGICAL STUDY
{T’i«'ﬂ I(Nmnm'mns]

~Op

(i G
Methodology £ o pos

Since the d:sturhaucm in tht: Eufurd' case ‘on which W.G.R.

dnd I had collaborated in 1958, had virtually ceased before we

‘oreached the scene, the prospect of: mliahm;atmg on accase that
had: not ‘yet run its course was especially a ive. 'k arrived  in

Mianii en Thursday afternoon, January~ 27,,1967; an&‘ W_G E

' met’me at'the airport. During the rest of that dny@\q tn[d me n‘ﬁﬂut

fﬁvrmﬂmg developments of the case.
art in_ the investigation began when we lrm?'e& at "the
Iucutmn ‘of the dumrh:ncu Tropication Arts, around 9:00 A.¥1, on

) Friday, January 27, 1967. We agreed to take observation vantage .

27 points in opposite cornérs of the large room where all of the pre-
% yo vious disturbances had occurred {m Figuré: 1).
(oY /

on 4 - I had a battery-driven tape recorder/ which | placed in my
7 &f 450 C"hncf:ue with the microphone uumdé.f'l‘he ﬁp: reEa:der could be

Q Q

#mlnnwh:.r a report signed only hymbnn the/ten events that accurred
Sr “?:"1(5'\* Wt seems appropriate is that eight of I:Elui- dlltl!nthlnnﬂ"tg;li
. G.R. was not in the room. This methivd of reporting” it

Ha lz]y tlnqrﬂpmijhll;w for the statements made here lhuu! rhmn':n

%/-/. 60 ‘ ’ 7

(&
W S MY, 2

YN
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started or stopped by a remote-control switch on the mike. This

lrrlng;;nent made my use of the recorder ds:inconspicuous as

gz 1 could record in a whisper while seated at my mlgn&!

‘observation pnmf/ur while walking around the room with'imy
case/ in my/ hand, /F
patallel tiers of Back-to-back shelves occupied the center

part of the, roori: ‘Their construction was such as to enable;one

openings between the shelves. Thus 'L muld follow the move-
ments of the people in‘the réom and also tﬂnﬁv: in a general way
whnt tlmy were dmng, espegially‘which Avay feyywerc famng and
were using their arms m& hands At meme time, the
%ell‘:m argely screened me from bging’seen by the employees.
kept them from being directly aware of the fact that/T, was
tinﬂ wate them. The physical layout of the toom and
/ ihé construction of the tiers of shelves provided a good oppor-
&g.tty’ to, observe inconspicuously what was happen;ng/ in the
v/from ‘minute to minute (see Figure 2). @i AR
1 decided to ‘mal:f. a running account on tape of what mulu
place in the manner of a sports announcer giving a verbal descri rp-;-
tion of an athletic contest. I began doing this without waiting
any disturbance to occur. Thus, if|an unaccountable ml:wcmnnt
Snf one of the objects in the warchouse u’hﬁld take Ph':it the Iréfnr-
tion on the tape immediate] it provide a
é%ﬂ of what ﬁ‘lfﬂ persons in ﬂi{- tﬁ lm’? b&m ing and just
were at the instant of ‘the dmturhanae, 1&!1‘9:’[‘11:;
4 eowuﬁ'ld _be miore reliable than memory. information

B-e and on’ statemerits recorded afterward on mp—@mr in" E?
uwuqof reuent"&‘n,gnd clarification (but never lﬁp,di
nr amplification), o, ¢

discuss the cvents,”W.G.Ro tape recording the discussion and
taking notes as the need irgac ¥ b;we tised this material to supple-
ment my own notes. 1 ),

!‘

S YRR/
Incident I: Spoondrip Tray Emhﬂ' ( Event “!?Stj
©

By 10:45 AM,-on Friday, January 27, T had beem recording a
running ;:t&m]:uunog the activity in the room for approximately
an huur, and diiring ihu time nothing unusual had happened.
Iulm. y whom 1 pmd»ﬁ 1 attention, kept busy going to differ-
ent Pﬂ'mtl iy the room o) [I:%t/t,hc souvenii®listed in the orders

that he was filling. He' wu'l.l]& assemble the parts of each order at

to see into th@mlﬂ’@mm these tiers by looking through the

hére is mainly ‘Based on the descriptions recorded mz;ﬁvm on’

W.G.R. also hada tape rc;n/ﬁrdl:r Following the dmturi::-nnc«eg,\
including thos¢ that téok. place, when he was absent, we would"

~ @"

2,
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”4/7@# the workbench near the north epd 6F the room preparatory to
> putting the objects in a box and Wwrapping, them for shipment.
~ At that time I recorded on thé tape ‘that my method of main-
O/tgj.I'liIl a constant vigilance “and ‘continuously “describing the
¢, '+ ,changing scenc might be inhibiting the poltergeist activity and that
) .. Ptherefore was shutting off the tape recorder for a time, W.G.R.
e 1.9 ,Igdﬁvm me some notes that Miss Smithchad preparédion the
v, earlier stages of the casc. 1 began reading thiese, “6tcasionilly

" makifig s tour of inspection about the room and genérally femain-
in mt. ‘og Sy, g e

A disturbance occurred at10:55 a.m. At that time I was at the
desk in the south part of the room?My notes about it made immex<
diately afterward are as follows:

“Bill Roll had just gone to front’[part of establishment] to get
me some cu!’fee. Crash [Heard] ‘s tray fell and broke [close to the
middle of Aisle 2; see Fig. 1].'I-.did ‘nat see it fall, did not see J. at
the instant, but saw him at once afterwardoNo motion anywhere to
catch attention. I have been attentive’to motion in room, can see
most parts of room through cracks of shelves (over boxes, etc.).
Regarding this €vent, I cannot say it was not caused [normally]
by somcone. It seeriis Jikely to be a part of the total pattern. . .
Julio put up new tray omsame shelf, at W.G.R. suggestion.”

My niates contain a sketch showing that Julio was working, at the
moment this crash’ pccurred, in“Aisle 3, somewhat north of the
point in Aisle 2'svhere‘the tray fell and broke. Thus he was sepa--
rated from the object by the shelves of Tier 2 that faced Aisle 3
and by the twelve-inch board that formed a partition separating
the two halves of the shelf with the tray. "0, "/

' The replacement tray that Julio'put onthe shelf stosd about ten
inches back from the edge, against thedjviding board runing the
length of the shelf. I examined this object immediately afterward
‘and found nothing unusual about its placement, I ihm-,wmt‘fbgck
to my/observation point and rcsumecr making a rthning descrip-
tion gn tape of the normal activity occurring in the rdom. 7/

Q . H

Incident 11+ »Z'am\ﬁﬁ Alass Broken (Event 180) "\“5?

g

> The next disturbance ocurred at 1:13 #.M., when a sound of
Y 5,  breaking glass was heard. W.G.R. had once more gone out of the
o , (ﬂnm and was just entering. | 1mm¢diatdfjwiqy:'st%g’§;¢d the noise
o ', 1 cl#gund the shattered pieces of a ull/drin}:iﬁg,glasﬂ'"nn the floor
> e m theénorth end of Aisle 4. 1 was nov looking directly at’Julio at
N, e thé instant the noise occurred, but I immediatelyafterward obser-
c %ed thathe was at'the north end of Aisle 3 having/just efitered
/7@*{?&("?!.5- Phus he/was again one aisle removed from the“point“af
%,b/.c
C?/“' S ¢ y €
Ot L h , /
K Sl <4 &, Yoy 7,

/
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the impact and separated from it by one of ,t_h/e tiers of double
shelves. Ll

Both  Julio and a second shipping clerk, Mr. Curt Hagemeyer;
had been working at the shipping desk near the north end of the
room_during the period just before this event took place. Mr.
Hagemeyer Was stdnding ‘on the north side of the bench and
facing southy; in the general direction of where the glass was hth;g.
Julio (as he later reported) had be¢m preparing an order for ship<
ment. This included ninetall glasses he had placed on the
bench, and he had turned away to collect Sih’t(;_r.uhjem. The only

S, other person in the roor’ was Miss Ifis. Rofdan, the assistant

Q

“%he way, to the bench where he had
Ce/m{:{ﬁtgd 'étight glasses. He said that a moment earliér th

Or 4 &r

clerk, who was seatéd :,ttf

-

shipping esk in the'front of the
.WIE‘*‘)'1 JC/. 4 ‘7\_0' OS@f | Q)/‘./:

hen T asked Julio if he knew where'the glass hadbeen, he led

: beémw, working, Thc;{e we

here had

nine, The glasses were known as Zombie glasses and jweré

paintéd witlipalms, etc., by the lady artists in the firm/ = °

I was ot looking directly at Julio at the instant the noise decur-

red, and he could Kave tossed the glass when shielded from my

view by boxes that were stacked at the north end of Tier 3. Mr.

Hagemeyer said that he had not seen anything unusual.
L ‘ 7 : i ]7\1‘ 5
Tncident IIT: Replacement Spoondrip Tray Broken (Event 181)

L

) Y7 ey, ¢ .
* After W,G.R. and I had discussed betweén ourselyes and with
ers who were present the cir:unmtann%ﬁ,a.urrdugdingyv,lnglﬁmt

S¢
%/ﬁgd after we' had completed nﬁhmngrnphi’hg and - notetaking

rhing if, approximately a further hour went by:during which
uuptghg Egnwu:!p ﬁppnnédil‘hm W.G.R., who was still gonsider-
ing the possibility that-his presence was an inhibiting factor, told
Julio and me that he was ‘going outside for a stroll. Five minutes
after he had left; at ﬁ:ﬂﬁ_};@l..jhp gpoondrip tray that had been
on the target area of the sccond shelf of Tier 2 near the north end
fell into Aisle 2 and broke/, This was thetray that Julio had placed
on the shelf at the suggestion'of W.G.R. to replace the one that
had fallen from the same spot and broken late in the forenoon.
Both investigators had examined the replacement object at the
time and both of us had periodically inspected itafterwards in the
course of our ipdividual “touring” of the premises to inspect
objects in different parts of the room and to insure that everything
was in nofmal order. ©/,

During theOperiod preceding this event I was observing the

activity in the room and/recording a running description of the
situation on tape fron{ my pésition in the southwest corner of the

I

O

e
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4”@, room. This record continued right up to the instant when the
* e “ay, tray fell and broke. The point on the shelf where it was standing
"W “o.,was not visible from my observation point. 1°could, however,
‘ny 7% see Julio. He was working in the south, part“of Aisle, 3 and was
ac, @f@S ~ (separated from the disturbance by the tier of doublecshelves.
¢y, 4 Sy I lgiI/ @J,hq!h his hands. In one he held a clipboard, and’ the
e - ‘ather was by his side. At the time of the incident he-was Wwalking
#, toward my position. No one was in Aisle 2 where'the tray fell and
i:inh:, and Julio was the nearest person. I was not abléto coneeive
of anyayay irwhichthe falling of the tray could have beémn causéd

to happen’in a normal fmanner. )¢

Incident 1V: Alligator ‘Ashtray Broken in a Different !
(Event 182) | A ? . ooty
About twenty minutes after the, preceding incident, while
W.G.R. was still away and nftu‘lh;dn:ﬁ:mplu:;gd mnking:; record
on tape and in my notes of Incident TI1, I wis ggain at my obser-
vation point taping a running description of the normal activity
in the room. At 3:15 p.m. there was a sound of breakage from the
east side of the room about the middle of its length. I immediately
went to the spot, th,;-l:,;iu?—tt; end of Aisle 1, and found on the floor a
souvenit,ashtray that was decorated with an alligator. It had been
broken in ‘its fall byt nét completely shattered. Julio and othes
members of the’ staff said that/it had been on the long shelf that
extended along the length 6f the east wall‘of the room. There were
three nthi_tr similar ashtrays ,gtili"unrthé-séh,:lf.' Jalio was at the north
.end of Aisle 2 at the time this disturbanée occurred, and he was
itpm::t:d from the spot where the ashtray fell by the narthern end
of Tier,]. The only other person near, the ‘point ‘where the tray
fell'was Mr. Laubheim, one of the proprietors: He was standing
atthe east end of the workbench with his back towardthe location
of the disturbance. Others who were working in the room, at the
time were/at a greater distance, and it is not possible for, me to fix
the location ‘of, ¢ach one precisely. No suspicious circuffistances
were observed preceding the event, and no evidence was found-of

any way in which it could have been caused to happen normally.’

»,  Ancident V: Sailfish Ashtray Broken in S g "
(Eoent 183) ay in ﬂwwnmfm&mﬂ’

7 N, .
_ "Phe fifth and final event to occur while Fowas in the réom durin
‘ cyenir @shtray decorated with a sailfish, one of the three léft/on the
, shelf of the east‘wall tier after the preceding ificident, fell at the
. Place i Aisle {/and shattered. This happened at 3:30 p.ar..

¢
)-
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'&n fifteen minutes after the previous ‘disturbance and while
.G:R. was still away. He returned only a fewsminutes after this
event took place, ,

KZ was true of all of the events that happened while I was there,
14did not directly obiserve the initiation of the motion nor. any
part ofcit. The first sign of the disturbance was the sound of the
crash, and) the Tocatior. was ‘determined by finding where: the
breakage of the objéct hadeccurred. My notes are lacking in

ific information about which) persons were in the room and
where they were locatéd, but Julio said he¢ was in Aisle 2 nearer

CZ

S /. its southern end. : A _ )

H . Following the last of the five incidents that occurred on Friday,
o JW.G/R. persuaded the proprietors‘to ke¢fy their ‘business open on
A Saturday. They agreed to do this with/a skeléton crew, including

BES . Co = e = )
io and Mr. Hagemeyer. W.G.R. and I“came’inv shortly, before
yz&k AM. on Saturday, but Julio did not arrive until approxi-
ely 9:30. My notes made at the time contain’ the following
statement: 1/ would say that the atmosphere is much more relaxed
~ [than it ‘was yesterday], so it is doubtful if anything should be
expected to happen” But later events showed that my pessimisfi¢
judgment was not justified. There were two striking disturbances:
one when I was in the room alone with Julio; and the second when
SW.G.R. and I were both present with Julio and Mr. Hagemeyer.

OC‘/ J {

% Incident VI: Glass Pickle Jar Brokén Event 184)

‘6, This eyerit pccurred at 10:55 Am., while W.GR, had left for
fifteen minutes to encourage the phenomena. 1 was talking’with
nlio south of Tier 2. At that moment there was a’crash of hrﬁ]t—
ﬁgﬂm if’the west sidésof the room. I went immediately in the
directioncof thé moise,entering, Aisle 4 from its south end.CAbout
two-thirds of the Way up‘the aisle I found on the floor ulhﬂtti:ri:‘;g_,
glass that appeared to“be, the'semains of a large-sized jar. The
metal cap was still serewedconto the threaded opening, and the
round base of thick glass/was still in onie piece. .
The breakage had occurréd at about the same place as Incident
II. This spot in the room hnd‘“b«pg;! involved in breakages of a
. humber of objects during the earlier phases of the case.

I asked Julio if he knew where the jar had beén before it crashed
on the floor. Heap to think a moment, then he led the way
to the north’end of‘the room and pointed to a spot on the table
near the back doof. There we found a circle on the table that was

N

the jar fitted the ircle om the table, so the jar could have been
standing there previously, iy €

A

S
Q
Q) ch

relatively free of dust - W.G.R, and I found later that the base of,

l

7



>N,y

U’ d Y
N o~
Vo,
/ /

Sy

440 Fournal of the American Society for Psychical Research The Miami Disturbancés._ ~ “., 441
A
%f / This incident differs in several.important respects from others Incident VIIT: Plastic-Covered Zombie ‘Glass Disturbed But Not
' %VVC% that happened while I was present. It pccurred when Julio and I Broken {Euent 194) “e

. 0., were the only two people in the room and whén we were together
Z o 4 ‘and engaged in conversation. T'had béen, watching Julio during the
4 %nﬁgpf approximately an hour sifice he had first arrived in the

0

/
4

‘We continued our observations in the establishment on Mofiday,
uary’ 30. Nothiiig unusual happened during the forenoon: 2
Abott the ‘middlé of the'day a local psychologist, Dr. K,, whom

[ A

S - ; A ;
 he Loy rmng/ During that time I had observed nothing umgg;gf i his

A ‘mctions. Thé/jar was a relatively large one (approximately two W.G.R.“and I had visited over the weekend, came to the lﬁﬁ,ﬁ“ﬁ' So
7/ quiis). Itowould haye been to invite detection if such 4 large and on our invitstion. We speat somc’minutes talking with him in the ¢
%ﬂng;qw;g]?iﬁ; hadbeen placed on the shelf among the souvenirs, room where all the events had taken place. Then Dr. K. went to i
yl;ﬁie;u obvipusly did not belong, and rigged in any way-to mike the front of the establishment. W.G.R. dlso left to encourage the Sq
it fall. . o, . henomena. /o S WA A :
Assuming ‘that thejar moved from the back table, this wns)thﬁ O/ZF JEarlier in the day I had gone around the"sgumé»‘% the different 7y,

o locations at which objects had been “thrown™ from the shelves
fhiost often in previous disturbances. At each place’l used postal

1 A%iﬁéftp tether some of the target objects.T tied one object in each
of target areas a, b, and ¢. The length of the string by which, the
Sabject was attached to the shelf was chosen in such a way/that the

greatest distance that any of the disturbed objects traveled while an
investigator was present. The distance was approximately twenty-
two feet. The circumstances, before the event and our close in-
spection of the situation immediately afterward did not reveal any
normal explanation of how the jar ©ame to_fall onto the floor and

break when it did. N, objéet. wotild be stopped just short of reaching the ﬂlfné» i;l,‘h:
RNBNIELTS . posé was 5, f the objects that had_been

Incident WII: Target Zombie Glass Broken with Both Investi | pur to sec whether any o bjec bec

in the/Room '] ;ﬁldﬁi 2 mgﬂﬂ:f attached by string %ould become involved in disturbances. I pro-

Eou:d this plan the previous evening @nd W.G.R. had approved 1t,
ut he suggested that it would belimportant in each instance to
have another similar object at each plage alomgside the one that
SO(];ad been tied. This way, in the case any disturbance occurred,
we/would be able to observe whether it was thepbject attached by
[ SQ%E%,I;L- was moved or the unattached object dtr.mg ‘Beside it.

At/ yﬂsm. ipgr&im;tcl]r seven minutes after the distur-
bance involving-the b '

! - breaking of the glass jar, W.G.R. (who had
returned at 19:00 A'a1) and I were standing just beyond the north
end of Aisle 4 fiting east. Julio'was standing at the end of Tier 3
; close to Aisle 3. He was, facifig us, fdur feet away, and the three of

us were talking in general,terr ‘about developments connected €y  One objéct 1 had tethered was a Zombie glﬁsﬁmflthﬁé ?.;pnikin_d
with the case. We heard the ‘sound’of gliss breakifig in Aisle 2, ds) the one broken in the preceding disturbance (Incident VII).
and we went immediately to that’ [q;gtffﬁ‘.z There we found frag- 4 %;Jlﬁfhr glass was/placed alongside. During thé/forenoon, when

ments of a drinking glass scattered on‘the flodr near the north end G.R. and Julio weresin that area and were talking about.the

EI' the aisle. This was a Zombie glass like the one that had béén two glasses, Julio iugggﬁd?_g;hnt it would be intcrmtiiﬁg,?;g "iﬁc 4
roken the previous day in Incident II. We had taker it frond the what happéned if/the unattached, were wrapped in plastic.
-genpﬂlmucti ock and placed it on the shelf in the place where the two With our apprﬂvnlhhﬁcp;ckeﬁc};'p @ plastic bag that was available :
5 drip trays had been before they were broken {ta'fgrt_/mﬁ? b). and placed it over the second drinking glass. The two glasses were

twelve inches from the¢/edge 6f the shelf.
At 2:35 p.m., when W.G/R, had Jeft the building to encoura 7

the events and Dr. K. was out ﬂf@%ht in the front office area of the

building, and when I was in the middle nf*ﬁisg: 3, a loud noise was

heard from Aisle 2. No one was in Aisle 2 at the time. I went

immediately 10-that area, while Dr. K. came hurrying into the

room from the frint, where he also had heard the noise. Mr,

¢ used/the glass because there were no more spoondrip trays-and

because this kind“of, glass had been involved in several earlier
disturbances. ‘e {

Both investigators had inspected that area frequently between

¢ the time when the glass was placed on/the shelf and when it was

* )~ “/broken. We never found any indication of anythingunusual about

Yo ) theosjtuation, and we discovered nothing, immediately after the

¢o, 'y “disturbance that could suggest any ordinary-basis for the event. Hagemeyer wiis /on t’liia;pnrth side of the shipping desk facing
OIQC/‘ o Mr. Hagemeyer was working at the shipping desk., He was pasti- south’and tdlking with Jalio, who was on the other side of the 2
$he gfﬁﬂ_ﬂﬂ inthe discussion and was facing Julio dt-the fime the glass shipping desk. We found, the glass wrapped in the plastic coyer q
»% “’d broke.,No 6ne else was in the room., AMLETEY on the floor, still in tﬁnkglhﬂtic bag, four feet from its position o v
) el / . _ ]
(N ‘)C'/ ' ¢ @S : ( !
fj/ r ! . f._@QfC/) E
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A the tier. Surprisingly, the glass had not broken. The noise was
3

ry apparently caused normally by thé falling rﬂf,, the plass, but we

c
/l/@M/ i’7 5, could find no evidence of ﬁun: Jit m,l,ghrhaw.- been cnum:d to fall

i

'R,

b
o) na normal manner.
2 "k %

S
(

/ f , ; : ‘Vr' 4 ] L), b
¢SSy @O_IM?XQIMEH Alligator Ashtray Broken in Aisle 4 [ Event-195)
0, < ) v

& o VAl St X

e, Two mitites afterwards, while Dr. K. and T were stillin Aislé 2
Wt}-mﬂ'@d“ﬂ“ﬂ%ﬂﬁ the situation in which the wrapped
f was facing south and. Dr.” K., north. We both immediately
turned in opposite directions in Aisle 2 and approached the source
of the noisc. Thus b camie to Aisle 4 from the north while Dr. K.
was entering it from the south, There was no opportunity for
anyone to leave that area 6Fthe room without being seen, and the
aisle was empty when we got there. BeSides us, only Julio and Mr.
Hagemeyer were in the room. On the flote near the point where
the glass of Incident IT and the glass jar of Incident VI had been
broken (below target arca a), we found the remains/of an alligator
ashtray that we had , laced previously on the shelf above that spot
In target area @. No“physical explanation of how the tray fell
muld brﬂ fﬂm /N q /) /

da AP (@) c
Incident X: Shot, Glass Moves (Evént 196 )
il ; / (T O,

For some time Ifl.:cr the mn,prw:dmg disturbances that Dr. K.

also experienced, he was alking about possible investigative
procedures that might bring” futuréodisturbances’ under more
direct observation. He had not yet becamé’informed regarding the
consistent,manner in which the disturbances appeared to “avoid”
being seen and the unsuccessful efforts to photograph an object in
motion. Our discussions were still continuing “when TWo news-
paper reporters arrived and wished to get a story on'the scientific
investigation of the case. W.G.R., Dr. K., and'T were talking' o
the reporters in the southeast corner of the room, near the front
entrance, when a loud, sharp explosive sound was heard from the
cast side of the room toward the back. From where we had been
standing we only needed to turn our eyes in the direction of the
», sound to be able to sece the spot where/the Emkagn occurred.
¢, When we investigated, we found that a’small shot glass had
5, 6, beensghattered in Aisle 1 near the north ‘end of “Tier | ‘where the
¢, two animal ashtrays had fallen and broken on Eridayt, ' S
Qné.m%z&%u we heard the crash, W.G.R. observed that Jufio
7, way in Aisle 2. Since the event happened at some distance from
’hu% Onbﬁd" 1;,1: wias/separated from the point of the breakage by Tier I,
/‘/ ) y !
@[J/ gl L ALE

allen, wecheard ‘a noise from the west side of ‘the roomi.
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he could not have caused it in any way we could discover. When we
inquired where glasses of that sort were kept, Julio led the way to
a section of the wall tier toward the north end of the room (target
area’¢), where sofite of the glasses were standing on the shelvis,
This_location was, approximately nine feet from the spot where
the fragments of the glass were scattered. stk
One untisyal featuré” 6f thié event was the loud :uunif[’u@gt
accompanied the disturbances Thé moise was much more like an
explosion than like' the crashing of the‘glass against the cement
floor. The bottom part-of the glass' had penetrated the side of a
<, cardboard box that was standing on the floor dgainst the east side
g’l‘iﬂf . The fragment of the glass penetrated the east side of the

' @rd]mim:l box about eight in:h::i-ihg: the floor and remained
1sﬁﬁaend&d there. At the time of the disturbanoce M&xl-hg:m;ger
“Avas working at the shipping desk in the ‘northieen, pm:-‘pf the
€5 rooms It is conceivable that he could have msucd*t]u.- glm to cause
it'to fall into the north end of Aisle 1, but in case he had dope so'
the glass would have struck the floor at an angle that would haye
caused the ients to scatter toward the east wall of the reom.
In that case we find it/difficult to conceive of the fragment moving
westward with the force to cause it to penetrate the cardboard box.
Dr. K. pulled the glass loose from the box and attempted to

,, press it through the cardboard at another spot. He reported that
required considerable force to make the fragment cut through

9 sthe éardboard. There was no collisién mark gn thebox itself and no
evidence’on the floor of where the glass-had struck, which seemed
‘ @omewhat surprising in view of the force that seemed to be indi-

cated. These circumstances suggested the possibility  thatthe

“exploded*¥in the air. LN 0

%mmﬁg: the dgﬁqiptinn of ten disturbances/ghat tmk
place while I was in the room where they occurred. While, the
descriptions have been brief, 1 have tried to include all of the known
facts that seem relevant to, efforts to interpret them. Comparisons
of these events with those that occurred during earlier and later
phases of the case unﬂ'“"ﬂi;gmii;gq’cﬁ’f,the investigation as one
possibly involving genuine RSPK events are presented in other

'/ (] L = K (0]
sections of this joint paper. bsm\,{ 7 A
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" <THE THIRD STAGE OF THE PARAPSYCHOLOGICAL '
e Vy, Yoy Stupy (ONE INVESTIGATOR) s, O O
/’@f/c f]@/&.@, /[QF‘MC’/ ) <O s il 4
2, GFy Jeft Miami on Monday afternoon, January 30. T refnaine:
until:the afternoon of Fﬁmr; I e m{fn‘f‘mt&(‘.c’i
Whenl arrived on"the scene Tuesday morning, January-3], I
reduced the ‘target areas to the three which had been the niguﬂl
active: (a) the notthwest end ‘of Tier 3, second shelf (an empty
Tab |:!ﬂtﬂl‘.', thF -:qi-l.‘hﬁ:.lL ti'cd’bp‘tﬁ‘é' shelf, and an orange with a
Zombic cocktail pin stuckin it); (4) the northeast end of Tier 2,
second shelf (two Zombie glasses—one in a plastic bag, later
removed, and one tied to the shelfZ<a watér globe, and a spoondrip
tray); and (c) the bottom shelf of the wall tier (two damaged
ﬁhh‘uy%umfy;htmt ashtray tied té:alkhc shelf, an alligator that had
me off ‘an, as , AN em e .
ey ng/n pty bottle, and an empty Tq_t?
_ As/before; 1 made a ‘practice of examining the shelves period-
u::]ldr. and always when, somebody in the business had wilked
by that arca ‘or whefi'L had‘been out of the room. Six target objects
(Events 198, 203,205, 207, 214,and 216) moved that day and the
next when I was preseat and'no one‘was near, and six (Events 202,
204, 206, 212, 219, and 220) moved wheén 1 was absent or did not
chave adequate observation of those present/ The greater relative
frequency of disturbances while 1 was i, the room iﬁpqg;ud to

ay,
Yo,

indicate’ghat my presence had become less ifthibiting..

1 also examined the other tiers to see that everything was pushéd
back fromy the edges and firmly in place and that there were no
strings or other foreign materials. I did this periodically, throughout
the investigation. ol b

'I‘llc‘mntg-:eirght incidents that took place during this stége of
7 my second visit fall into three main categories: (a) fifteen events
295 took place when I was absent or did not have the area under full
8 control (Events 197, 202, 204, 206, 209, 210, 211, 212, 218, 219,
j 220, 221, 222, 223, and 224); (b) eight events with targets and
Oy ), “mon-targets took place when I was present and satisfied that no one
. e ) could have caused the occurrence by simple trickery, but when I
Co, ., ‘had not/examined the area where the fMinvement originated imme-
“ag, ".:g:l,latc{jgﬁpnar-,tn‘t]‘m* event and therefore could fiot conclusively
Eh rule, ou the possibility of interference with the. objéet priot:to
it movement (Evefits 199, 200, 201, 205, 208, 2i3, 215, and

; _
579! , £

)(./
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4
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217); and (¢) five movements of t;)fgtt objeéts occurred when I was
certain that no one was near the target area at'the time of the inci-
dent and thatng one could have interfered with the objects
pricr to théoccurrence (Events 198, 203, 207, 214, and 216).¢

©/From’ the point 6f view of evidence for parapsychological

followed by thesecond‘and first tegories, in that order. “o.

second is that thé/area Where the movement originated was con-

2/ :
trolled in the former b not'in the latter. 1f a target arca has been

g o left unsupervised prior to’ a_movement’originating from it, then
D bthi.n is similar, from an t:ﬁdgpti‘ﬁ?’@tfghdﬁg@ﬁ%gfmwumcnts
soriginating in unspecified areas. In. the'same “way, it/makes no

Ay tantial difference whether or not objects/that move when no

b i vestigator is present are target objects] because it“would be
/ néarly as easy to tamper with these as with other objects. Canse-
%ﬁf;";yt/g:gm objects are found in both the first ,nnfi’?;sgcq’ﬁd

cat !-iFﬂ 'Q/ i : '\ﬁ /
Though I did not supervise the occurrences in the first category,
I was often able to question witnesses to them immediately after
the events. In ten of the fifteen cases, ] was able to question the
witnesses to them immediately after thesevents. In ten of the
fifteen cases, the observers were convinced thae Julio was not near
Soepnugh to have caused them normally. The /‘yriﬁi sses were Mr.
- Ladbheim (Event 197), Mr. [:i:w.ig‘ (Events 202, . 210, and
311), Patrolman Mills (Events 209, 210, and 211),’Mr. Drucker!

ed{ﬁvmt/,vllﬁ;?;gud Miss Smith (Events 1 3

1,232,223, and 224).
With regard to disturbances in the nemndyﬁﬁtq;%ol‘g;g;,n\ﬁﬂe we
“were only able to make a carcful examination of the object and,
mﬁﬁ@éﬁzﬂe drea, it came from after the event. Sin¢e we feyer
found anything suggestive of trickery, we considered the Guestion
whether some ché%jdcn_l or/device that would disappear from :iﬁ_l;t
was responsible A siibstancés with this quality which is easily
available is “dry ice ~’j{f§uszmbmdimidt]. During the morning
of February 1, Miss Erﬁ:‘th,gurtw?i large piece of dry ice which
we used to attempt simulating the eyents, I found an easy and
effective method of causing a flatcobject such as an ashtray to fall
off a shelf. If the ashtray is perched over thie edge of the shelf with
the ice used as a counterweight to keep it in place, the ashtray will
fall whenthe ice dissolves. On one oceasion when I timed this,

S7,

in‘Mills had come in that day in response to i request
bugglary ‘that had tpken place dur’mdu the previous night. Mr.

to investignte n
AT some petty cash had

Laubheim's movie cafmera, cosliftne jewelry, an
stolen. There wevre, m{rgn: : ﬁl&i A
' not /Q 0O

of “foiall on various parts of the concrete o,
Lo Julio was s ehnrged. ged. =
%)
(
: /(P@S@ z
Y E Q/CI

effects; the' incidents, in“the third category are most important,
The main fespect“in which thé/third category differs from the,

it took seven minttgs for the ashtray to fall, more than enough,
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e 4/7: ;‘l% l‘iﬁ(pt that the pressure of the gas woild causé a movement,
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time for the “magician™ to leave the scene. However, some vapors
were emitted in the process and a large piéeg of undissolved ice

Sy, remained and was found on the floor witls the ashtray fragments.

C

We never found any such pieceés of dfy ice after the disturbances
ggﬂr” we ever see ashtrays or otherobjects perched on‘the edges
| élhc nl%g. I also placed picces of dry, ice tinder the objects in

/ ﬁ@ggr,’ they remained in place. e 9,
¢;lo save space, I shall only describe the incidents'that fall into
the seécond ‘and third catégories: B g
N ¢ NI Ve ; QA
Target Tab Bottle Moves (Euvent 198) it
On Tuesday, January 31,4t 9:2Z a.m., when I was measuring in
the northwest area of the room, #'Tab bottle, which had been in the
Tier 3 target area a fell into Aisle 4, about two feet from the tier
in a northwesterly direction, I hna‘"m};.hickpu Julio at the time, but
was close enough to Tier 3 to know that neither, he nor Mr. Hage-
meyer was near the area at that time nor had beenable to enter it
surreptitiously beforchand. I turned my head at the sound of the
crash and saw/ Julio’at the north end of Tier 2, seven feet from the
bottle’s position, and Mr.,Hagemeyer at the shipping desk.

Three Boxes Seen'to Fall (Events 199, 200, and 201)

At 10:07 a.m. 1 saw thrée boxes fall into the south area of Aisle 3.
I was standing north of Aisle 3and Jufio was’behind me. Mrs. May
Was entering the room through the southeast entrafice, Miss Roldan
was. at her desk, and Mr. Hagémeyer close to her. Fidid not see
‘where the boxes came from, but was told that they belonged in the
north, part of Tier 3. They weighed about,a pound each, I could
find o way in which anyone might have caused this incident
/normally. Julio was standing right behind me (he/briefly had his
hands or my shoulder). None of the three others wére near the
event’and no‘one clse was present. There was apparently also fio
opportunity that torning for anyone to prepare the event fraddu-
lently. This was the Bn]’,j[»gimc I saw objects in motion.

Target Zombie Glass Falls (Event 203 ) | g

~

"o, At 11:27 Am., a Zombie glass from the ’mrgcl: area b on Tier 2
. broke in the middle of Aisle 2. This glass had préviously been in a

’ﬁn%.nc which I had removed. The other glass was‘still fastened
‘with the loose string. The glass which moved had been, twelve
inches from the edge of the shelf and there wava spoandrip- tray,

@ wa tr'glnb?;'.ﬁnd"s“ﬁint notebooks in front of it. Daring thig event

£

p 8
C

C'Q/
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there were three ple in the Wwarehouse, aside from myself:
Miss Roldan who was at her desk, Mr. Hagemeyer who was in the
southwest corner of the room, and Julio. At the time of the event,
Juli6/was ‘sitting“on_his haunches at the north end of Aisle3,

lacing a’rplastic;;,lli‘%imr‘un the bottom shelf of Tier 3. I was
Lm&h}.ﬁvﬁ-ﬁnd si¥ feet ﬁ‘bm_him and facing him when this event
happened.“He had no visible contact with 'lsi 4
the glass was' four féet fromi/his back. It moved away from hint.
None of the objects in frﬁntluf'th@gluﬁﬁ:re disturbed. It there-
fore must have risen at<least two inches ﬁﬂ:lﬂr these.

Q- . ’Q /‘g/\ Q/

< L &
. Target Sailfish Ashtray Breaks as W.G'R, Returns (Bvent 205)

C

“s A shipment of beer mugs came a’.lse#,t i’lm ﬁfﬁl@yf@d};ume

e left. Ope of these was added
to the target objects in area a. At the same time a new targét area
f was established on the northwest corner of the shipping desk when
1 placed a'box of ten beer mugs as a target object there<On séveral
u:mignﬁ.ubj&cﬁ; prepared for shipping in that area had, been.
disturbed.

At 12:20 p.m., the Béer mug (Event 204) from Tier 3 area a fell

while I was in Mr. Laubheim's office 9313 Julio and Mr. Hagemeyer
were alone in the warchouse. Julio said he was.at the north end of

g&j}:_]t 3 and went down Aisle 2 to fetch méso that I might be the

first to examine the mug. After i.-can‘iek;ha::fk in response to this

““incident, and was south of Aisle 1, @:sailfish.ashtray (Event 205)

i the Ydrget area on the wall tier area brokesin the/north/end
6f Aisle’2 with-a, loud noise. Julio had just left Aisle 2 and was.
the dgor. Mr. Hagemeyer was behind ‘me. ‘When
the-ashtray, broke, 1 was face-to-face with Julio so he, could not
have thrown“iv at that time. 1 considered the ha
had removed, the”ashtray while] was outside and then thrown it
into Aisle 2 immediately before I saw him so that the crash coin*
cided with our meéting. However, the fra ts of the ashtray on
the floor were spread i a fan“like pa with the base of the fan,
the area of impact, nearest ‘Tier I/ This suggested that the origin
of the movement was in the northeast part of the room rather than
Julio's position at the southern end-of Alsle 2.

At 12:40 p.M. a replacement beer mg for the broken one was
placed in area @ and the sailfish ashtray that had been in area ¢ was
replaced by'a similar but damaged one.

: /;,‘ J
Box of Target,Beer' Mugé Moves (Event 207)

At 2:40 Pom., thiecbox Wwith tﬁ’&?,ten beer mugs placed as a target
object on the shipping’desk ’t:rnshcfi?f to the floor two to three feet

er 2. The position of

possibility that he,
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away, At the time, Julio was north of Aisle 3 and walking south
toward me. [ was in the south ¢nd 6f Aisle’3, eleven to twelve feet

. from Julio and looking directly at him. Fhe box left the desk in a

" morthwesterly direction (i.e., away from Julio), Thé glasses spilled
% tﬁgfﬂmr and three broke, Juliowas five feet from the box and

S , ; : s MOx-8
e ,,  Mr. Hagemeyer was in the southeast €orner 6f the ‘room, behind
@ - CVL- g \S / ) -\_ : "‘v

/ me. No :ﬁm;:’ €lse was in the room.
’ /
Q N
9 Y,

A% [ Qoni p%e v
G \'!’ﬂn:A.rﬁb'ﬂy Hrmh in Front Part of Building { Event 208 )

Thére ulu;n:f ‘been n6 movements of objects in the outer office up
to this tim¢, But at 5;05 P.M, orl January 31, when Julio was stand-
ing outside Mr. Sant6wania’s office, facing me and only a foot
away, an alligator ashtray about ‘five feet behind him fell to the
floor. The only others present’were Miss Smith, who was in the
rest room and Mr. Santovania, wheowas in his office. I had been
with Julio for at least ten mintites prior to this occurrence and
was certain that he had not staged the event—-at least not during
that period./ C/

Iron Beer Bottle Moves (Event 213)

The. pext day, Wednesday, February 1 at 11:00 a.m., Miss
Smith and I were next to the shipping desk facing south and Julio
was sitting o his hatinches, at the north end of Aisle 3, facing us in
partial but not completesview when an Iron Beer bottle fell into
Aisle 4. No one else wag in the room?/Julio $aid he had finished the
bottle ten minutes before’and placed it on Tier, 3. We found a
mojst ring on the shelf where che saidbhe pat it. The bottle had
moved about three feet in a northwestérly direction. Only the

H

neck came off. S,

Ifon Beer’ Bottle Falls (Event 214) {17 .

Fallowing the hypothesis that an object that had beén distirbed
once was, l(ikéljrd;n become a target again, we placed the Iron: Beer
bottle in target area @ of Tier 3. At 1:23 p.m,, it fell again into
Aisle 4. By that time there were several people in the warehouse.
Dr. K., Miss Wolfe, and Mrs. May wer& in the southeast corner.
Mr. Laubheim and Mr., Hagemeyer were on opposite sides of the
shipping desk and Mr. Robert Duw.,g,li* ¢mployee,of a transport
copany, was by the back entrance looking out. Julio-was in the

“south end of Aisle 3, and I was by the front desk fivefeet from him
.and facing him. Miss Smith was next to me, When the ‘sound was

Teard, T was looking directly at Julio, who hadba cardboard box in

~one hand and a pair/of scissors in the other. I could see i way in
Ve |

(
& £
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which he could have caused the incident, which took place about
eight feet behind him on the other side of thé tier. Nor, I believe,
could‘he or anyone else have interfered with the bottle before the,
event, Sy M
AN O a2 \-dn : / r Fs
Sailfish Ashtray Mouves .FE@;:;I 215) Y g
- Larin 2 W, Q

A couple’of ;n{inugcs/rpa#}rit‘&n; 1 was in the front area of ‘the
warchouse betwéen Miss Smith and Dr, K. and again facing Julio, ¢
who was north of ‘Aisle 2, /when'we ¢ a crash and found a
sailfish ashtray broken’on the flgor ‘north 6F the shipping desk.
“ ¢ There was no one in back of the room and Julictwas in full view

¢/

4 of me with no occasion, as far as ﬂI;pgﬁfﬂr'g;tci-mige:fbh ve staged
“an occurrence since the previous incident. We did net know where
3 0 the ashtray had come from. T D0 Telied e
4 r 7 /) = ol u~0:'"
/ ,"{'fgﬂl Beer Mug Falls (Event 216) ' \O‘ ” €o,,

Thie samé:day, at 2:09 p.M., a beer mug broke in Aisle 4.1t came
from the'target‘area @ on Tier 3. The previous day, I had replaced”
the unbroken mug with one that had been damaged when the box
of mugs fell to the floor. I had put it"between the cowbell and a
Fanta bottle, placing two small cartons in front of the three target
objects. At 1:30 .M., on February 1,"there Had been a change:

“Julio asked if he might replace the broken ‘beer mug with a new
4 oné’because “‘maybe he [i.e., thec'ghost’] don’t like pld one.
‘I¢had Carefully checked Julio's replacement and could discover
’@';mt]iing;,smﬁitjuus about it. When it I:ft*mig; place, clearing the
obstacles’in. front; Julio, as so often before, was facing me. 1 was
by the front’ desk fating Aisle 3; Miss Smith and’Dr. K. weret6
my“‘right. Mo one clse ‘was present. Julio was walking south.in
Ainl:g“with 4/broomcin hi§ hand. The mug moved in 4 ‘north<
westerly diréction,”its placo of origin being about four feet from
Julio and the d’ﬂwﬁuﬁqu(,mn#;méﬁi away from him.

Ly

 Zombie Glass Breaks ( Eu’nfg@./?f 7 ),?/S O,

At 2:33 p.m., Julio and Mr. Aaron Leyine, a customer of Tropi-
cation Arts, were in the outer office area, between the entrance to
the warehouse and the bookkeeper's office, ind*f[,wa? in the ware-
house looking 4t them through the door when an object, probably
a Zombie glags, broke in the outer office behind them in the same
area where the sailfisliashtray had broken earlier. It did not seem
possible, that, Julio gould have caused the occurrence without
detection when the sounid wascheard, since I was looking at him.
But I could not definitely fule out the possibility that this event

~0
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had been staged, since 1 had not had Julio under constant obser-
vation prior to the event nor had/l examined the area the glass

/"@yy N S, came from previously.

4 o, With my departure, and because of th;.: nuizpiéiﬁn that had been

e, £ Uuﬁ'ﬂ%d that Julio had been connected’ with ﬂt&,hrﬁk-isn during
‘the preceding night, he was dismissed from his employment at the

‘he @ /5nd’ﬁr£/ the day on February 1. This action’brought our joint ;tﬁdy.

e - toan end awhile the disturbances were still confinuing®
C l‘d:'(.. \ s i £ -l:- ~ A i
<9/7 “( ( Q) .

Q 2 ')
“Vo, Part VI
DiscussioN AND CoNCLUDING REMARKS
C/ Ay I )

As we stated at the beginning of this paper, the objective of this

report has been limited to m:clti;’ng‘ an ‘answer to the question of the

basic nature of the disturbances that t6ok place at Tropication
Arts in Miami during January, 1967, Can thé évents all be reason-
ably attributed to known and ordinary psychological or physical
causes, or must they be taken seriously as evidence of parapsycholg-
ical occurrences? /. _
The_first/question that’ arises in connection with a case of this
kind is whether the events were caused fraudulently. Regarding the
disturbances that took place whilé one or both of us were on the,
scene, we can make a statement that will limit the areas that need to
be discussed. No evidénce was,found in connection with any of the
disturbances indicating that an oﬁjcﬂ,:,;um ever moved by any magical
means or trick devices or was pushed or throtoh twith the intention to
deceéive, about the nature of the event. Nor«id wesever find
anything to suggest that unsuccessful attemipts at’ trickery had
been”carriéd out, ( "l j ;
On, thé issue of fraud, therefore, this leaves only the question
as to whether all of the events (or at least most af them) were
produced by such clever trickery that not even one persan among
the large number of witnesses ever detected the fraud. When
events take place outside the laboratory, and not under the striet
control of the investigators, it is difficult to state categorically that
the conditions excluded beyond all dnu?ﬁ the possibility of fraud.

&, y i
7, ¥ In case some readers may have had their mpini’uﬂm:rmuﬁd by our reference
fo the circumstances leading to Julio's dismissal, we will point out that questions
] 1g hia personality as related to his rale in the case ‘will be covered in the
mlhm@gum:h However, we will I:jl' explicitly hore what we h“m!'l'ﬂ'-" Hmnf ﬁﬂu
S ut this report : wwork on case tmalved no asoum ) o'
wﬁaﬂiﬁ if he were @ l:h.l:l‘ﬂd rﬁ:htuﬂ;: are satiified he co ;,garwlﬂtu Srau
caused disturbances that we were able to observe whdir controfled i
Saring oty frocetgasion of Ui oae o RTAE T
¢

[&
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C/ =y O 1d
ndeed, most parapsychologists, and scientists generally, wou

5 %dthnt; ,thiapid:aﬂ :’;s I'lﬂ:g:.'ﬂﬁhbd even if.the most carefully
mﬁl and controlled experiment in the laboratory, and ‘that
a&u;jﬁé~ discoveries do not depend upon having “fm!pgguf"
iments.) /1, 7 | SR R b,
; nsidering the bedrin g of evidence such as is jznr»::ﬂl-n,g3 bygpa
Miami case upon the question of fraud, we are not faced with an
either-or issue, Rither, thé asséssment of the evidence is a matter

'3/ of the weighing of probabilities;, Hows likely is it that one or more’

persons in the warehouse’ could have ‘been able repeatedly to
perpetrate a fraud, without detection) wheri numerous skeptical
4, observers were trying to uncaver fraud ¥ 3

d .

We were present when severdl everts ommFdﬂ “which, in our
“Sopi ion, pmﬂ:’ide strong evidence Ezgni;mq’t,h; ﬁﬁd%ypy;qu.
" /We have given detailed accounts of the circ ices iﬁ;gpdndmg
~ these events to enable the reader to form hiu@,\grzjjudmenli:gkuut
“ahe interpretation of the findings. When we we algé; odiscover

any way in which particular events could have b ‘,__PAr‘hduced
nm'g%y, we have so stated. ) Py 4 Wy
Considering only/those events that took place while one or both of
us were on the scene (either in the warehouse at the moment the
disturbances occurred, or nearby and therefore able to interview
witnesses immediately afterward), “we sharg the opinion that
“Ocgimple fraud or trickery is so unreasonable that it is scientifically
eptable as an explanation of all of these =d,a,-.;.turhg5cﬂ.
" (s Nof ds it possible to attribute the moyeniént of the objects to the
S jon og known physical forces of a mgp:ﬁqmﬁql nature. Earth
oré due t either earthquakes or chitnges in,underground
&7, ter level, ‘atmospheric vibrations, or other coneeivable forms of
turbulenéé, cannot explain the events as a whole, The reasons are
simplé but compelling: such physical forces would have’ acted Tess,
selectively in time andspace upon objects in the warchouse.
The events showed patterning in four main respects. First, there
were particular times during which the disturbances tended to
occur: namely, when Julio tvas !‘:i‘esent. Ec:u:nndly, there were
particular locations in which the disturbed objects tended to land
after they were moved. Thirdly ¢ were particular storage
ints in the warehouse from which Objects were displaced.
inally, the forces were selective regarding ‘the kinds of objects

sufficient & throw/soubt upon any nonpersonal physical explan-
ation, Taken Pﬁlstugéthm-,v they make such an explanation quite:
implé’usil;ilé;"'rhe interpretation of the case must therefore /be

1 i ﬂhﬂl: té?m_ﬁﬁ "0 .’“_ -/ Q7 i )
m‘i:inr;?sing Carlier the .quem:iqn of fraud, we intended to presént

).

Q)

o S /
S,

1.

that were affécted. Any one of these features would alone be

)

S/
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D, this issue in its simplest form: Were the disturbances brought
= Cq about through conscious and deliberate trig ry ! Here we will
ey, 7 5, point out that the evidence against’conscitus fraud weighs equally
& Yo, %m: the interpretation of finconscious frimd. "We failed to
g, A, deteét any evidence of fraud of either kind, and the mérhods of
fey @Sz‘@ aobservatio L were effective for exposing fraud regardless of whéther

s %y wns’vgmrp&‘mnd consciously or unconsciously. s, Oy ©

Ry i‘l’@x o

h .do not claim, that our method provides’the only or beést
procedure to ¢ontrol the events. For example, it would, have been
interesting to see ifo.miﬁhigﬁ would have happened to gargeét
objects placed in a closed and sealed space such as a plexiglass
box. We wer€, as stated before, deferred from attempting to make
a continuous movie record of thécritical arcas by the failure of the
local TV crews to photograph an actual disturbance. Instead, we
looked for ways of adapting our’procedure to the nature of the
disturbances as suggested by the course of the events themselves.
We were impressed by the fact that several observers of events
before our arrival stated unequivocally ‘that they had seen objects
start to move; One disappointment we experiencéd during the
parapsychological’ investigation was that in no instance were we
able to observera disturbed object when it started to move. Nor
was this cldim made, by ‘anyone else who was in the warehouseé
during that period, “r 98 PO /
The other main line of #pproach in our investigation, and oné
that had already ‘been initiated by some of the observers before
our arrival on the sceng, was, that of pldcing target objects as
“decoys” for later events. We chose as target dreas locations that
had already been involved in & numbeér of preceding disturbances,
and ‘we chose objects of the kinds that had'been favoredin earlier
events. While one or both of us were on_the/scene,“in ten (tests
arranged in this way that were fully supervised by us, the desig<
nated targets were moved in later events, ] QU e MRS
~The selection of a limited number of target areas in which we
placed, objects of our choice greatly increased our effectiveness’ 4
observers: 'While e were in the warchouse we kept those areas
under constarnt observation from general vantage points, and we
followed the rule of going to each area to make a detailed inspection
of the object after we had ‘seen any member of the staff or any
», Visitor go near it. When we were both out of the warehouse for a
time, immediately after returning to the scéne, weélinspected the
objects that we had placed as targets. Thus we' were able to say
) for, all of the events in which the ten drranged targetsfully super-
. ﬁglﬂ by us were disturbed that no threﬁgf'u,r_ ﬁtﬁtr,tlfic%d,nﬁm
¢, could havé been used to cause those objects to fmove, Immediately
‘after each disturbance, of course, we inspected the location’ again.
2
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Thus, ave verified that the object ‘which weé had put in the target
area and Had kept under constant scrutiny was no longer there.
We also lpoked again for evidence of any chemical or mnchar;:!.ﬁm ,_
whic¢h could/havé caused the motion, inspecting both wheré'the
object ﬁ&d,,hﬂn’sﬂ;niﬁhg;nd where it hal mn\f_r.-d to on the ,ﬂ.ul:rr. '
The “facts concerning eighteen events in which tnrget,@phjdﬁ?
arranged by, W.G.R. or'by both investigators were later disturbe
are summarizéd in Table 1{see p/ 430 above). C
Initially, we weré impréssed by the *‘i&gﬁ;{emcnu made by obser-
vers before we cnttrcd?ltg;. ,tﬁubn_lmt to’ dg/ degree of deciding
9/ . that the disturbances were ounrtﬁfmyegﬂgtmg. er we arrived
‘on the scene, the large numﬁ@r\aﬂit;ﬁﬁﬂﬂlgr ﬁ‘il’@yt: “Ehg; took place
- o(evencthough less frequent than when we'swere not there) soon led
., S to appreciate this case as one offering afl/exceptionally good
i portunity to make a parapsychological study, gﬁhﬁpu‘%ﬁ@,kr 'K
"%/ disturbances while they were occurring. In our, judgment/ the
Miami ‘disturbances can most reasonably be mtt:rﬁrcg:gﬁ knf/i;:asa
SPK. b 0,
e El'irum the scieftific point of view, our being able to use suegess-'
fully and repeatedly’ the method of setting up target objects “in
defined areas and then maintaining“'close vigilance over those
arcas until those objects were later Adlisturbed makes this case one
% _that, in our opinion, adds appreciably to the.growing body of
Svidence that oltergeist phenomena are a suitable’and rewarding
"/ area’ of scimtil?c inguiry.
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