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JFree Verbal Response Experiments
with “Lalsingh Harribance

W. G. RoLr; R. L. Mornis, J. A. DAMGAARD,
J. KLEIN, AND M. RoLL!

TRACT: Two series of free verbal response readings to concealed uﬁw(
ons (TPs) were carried out with a sensitive, Lalsingh Harribance (L.H.),
en males comprised one séries; ten females comprised the other. ﬂmundevekﬁod
and mnmledwphﬂrtq%ph-,uf each TP was given to L.H. as a token object. EcH.'s
statements for each TP picture were ta and transcribed.’ Each 'TP was

shown all ten sets of statemients and asked to pick out the one most relevant tu‘lum
s E?{ .02), as were the overall results
(P < .02). :

& TPs were also asked to rate individual statements drawn from all ten proto-

_cols, A content analysis showed significant results for both sexes on Physical Des«

‘cription statements. Statements about Love Life for female TPs and Family Life
/for males were also significant. A weighting procedure developed by Burdick and
Roll wasapplied to the content analysis data and was found to augment the results.

INTRODUCTION

““When Lalsingh Harribance (L.H.) began work at the Psychical
Research Foundation, we ‘concentrated 6n informal free verbal
response (EVR) experiments. The tests were attempts to examine
‘experimentally the type of “readings’ he was ‘accustomed to
giving people in his. West Indies home of Tripidad, During such
readings he 'would tell’people about themsélves ‘and adyise-them
about their p;nb’lcm[s. In the preliminary experiments in Durham,
we found that L.H. occasionally had vivid impressions of deceased
relatives or friends “of the target persons. L.H., however, “was
reluctant to pursue this aspect of his abilities and we, in turn, first
wanted to provide reliable evidence of ESP under FVR conditions
before we looked into the question of especial interest to us, whether
L.H.’s impressions of deceased individuals had a bearing on the
survival issue. In miost of the early FVR tests, many of which were
conducted. by - Jolin {Si.‘iitp,'p, L.H. was persuaded'to respond. to

¢ 77 kK %~ . Qo A Yy Prw:
photographs of target pEﬁn& (TPs) in opaque envelopés g}ncedtfm-;
condition was similar to the card-calling tests in which he was so
successful. L.H. soon"became conyinced he could succeed’in this
tgqif:vSi:;m it is easier to éﬁtkudﬁ'@cfﬁm@w under this cnndiﬁm;
than with the TP present mthcéﬁpgly-i"meymj area, we used con-
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'+ We ‘wish’to thank the Parapsychology Foundation for support of the work
described in'this paper. ‘v | e
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cealed photographs of TPs in most of our exploratory FVR tests
with L.H. One concession was made; L.H: requested to know the
sex of the person in the phutngmgh,:cliim;ing that he organized his
entire reading around this piece of information and that he felt more
confident of success if he did not'have to worryaboiit whether or
not his initial impression of the TP':N’m,wﬂ correct. This conces-
sion could b&made without disrupting the“design‘of a study so long
ag all photographs in a given series were of persons of the same sex.
The resultsof these early tests, however, were not.as good as hﬁd
been expected. On several occasions, L.H. gave a dctnﬂicivdgsmp-
tion which a TP recognized afterward as applying to his ‘arrcums<
stances, but Avhich-was made to'a photograph of another TP in the
up.
EWW?G.R. speculated on the basis of his psi field theory (3) that
one possible reason for’these apparént displacements was that
object (*'psychometric’") associations might have been established
among the pictures or envelopes by dur keeping these together
rior to the trials and by running ‘the tests in close succession.
g’h: experiment reported below was designed to reduce such
hypothetical contaminations.

£

PROCEDURE

Two series Were carried out, one using ten male TPs (Series A)
and one using ten females (Series B). These series were done simul-
tancously, one TP a day; maleone day and female the next. The
experiments were conducted from ‘October ii'-__l._f‘ShEQt to December
6;°1969. All TPs were college age or adults, living in the Durham-
Chapel Hill area. They were drawn from a‘larger peol of potential
"TPs, one’at a time, by a secretary not concerned with any other
~ "gspectof the experiment. Each TP was selected only after the
“/, preceding TP of the same sex had been run. It was hoped that sepa-
ration of the subjects to this extent would aid in minimizing the
possible displacement effects mentioned before.

There were two experimenters in each session. We thought
it might help 'L.H. to focus on the TP if the other persons in the
experimental situation were of a different sex, since this was
apparently such an important aspect for hifn., Thus, when the TP

7¢;, was a female, two male experimenters | {W.G.R. and R.L.M.)
O(/ - /l,é
Qr b
‘4 “L.H. did not know any of the TPs and the expérimenter;who
. ““wms with LH, did not know which TP Was taking part,in any

“eonducted the tests: and when the TP was 4 male the two experi-
were females (J.K. and MLR.),
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“either J.K. or W.G.R. (the TP experimenter). At this time/the TP
p imenter signaled the recording experimenter. andsL.H. that
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The TPs were scheduled to arrive at"10:00 a.m. on each day of
the experiment at the PRF library building.The library building
is s@%&rﬂtﬁ‘fmm the laboratory building where the tests were to be

conducted., ¢

p@:"&ﬁﬁﬂ A.My, fiftéen minutes before the scheduled arrival of the

[F;sone of the two experimenters designated as recorders (either
M.R. oroR.L'M., deai%mtéd henceforth as the recording ‘experi-
menter) closeted himself with L.H. in a rear room of the laboratory
building of the PRF (Raom I of the floor plan found on page 105 in
a previous issue of this Jowrnal [5]). Rogm 1 has no windows
facing the street or the library building, and all doors in the build-
ing were closed. When each “T'P arrived at the PRF library building
;257511& reading, he or she was'met by the other experimenter,

e TP had arrived by buzzing the laboratory building-once on the

“elephone intercom. L.H. had requested to know_of ‘the TP's

sa’that he would not have to prepare himself for the test
(he usdally spends several minutes in relaxation and prayer-before
an experiment) in case the TP did not turn up. The TP experimen-
ter then took a black and white Polaroid picture of the TP and ob-
tained a few strands of his hair. The photagraph was not developed
but was left in its original black opaqtie casing, It was sealed by an

“o.added layer of Scotch tape around the edges, Follosing this the TP

4@%& a short statement about & personal problem on anjindex card.

(Fhis card was then folded, with the statement on ‘the inside. The
hair was pliteed inside the folded card and/both were sealed inside a
heavy opague brown envelope. The contents of this'envelope plus

,tb\':'/' % .q:hnl_:ﬂrgmph were intended as “‘contacts’ or associated

objects. T H, fecls he'receives a special impression ‘from photo-
mph%gyhéﬂwq concealed” or not. The hair was used ‘because
other sensitives often claim this may aid their ESP. We used the
card with a problem ta-get the, TP into a state of mind of “seeking
help” from L.H. Such a state would parallel the state of the sitter
who goes to a medium seeking adyice or assistance about something.
Additionally, L.H. likes to ¥1cw his readings as being of help to
ple, and feels that such a désire ofvthe TP's part may enable
to read the TP better (see [1] for a fuller description of this
aspect of LsH.). The TPs had been told that no one would see the
Ihtemmm’fﬁ the problem and this was discardedafter the test.
After he Hid written the problem, the TP filled out a biographical
3:1 onnaire. ‘When this was completed the TP was conducted to
Ellhﬂgq\rhf?/tgyiiding,ﬂthtﬂu h the front door, and into a side room
ﬁm “of the floor plan), ’IgheTP experimenter placed the enve-
and photograph’on a table in /the large room just inside the
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78, front door. Following this he ﬂPPﬁd/l@DOfm the door leading to the
2 %/06/7 rurufthcbuﬂdmgmdmtumad ]rhl;thPmRunmi
=1 “oUpon hearing this rap, the recording used to

/ G: Of tﬁﬂ@l’-‘ enter time to mter&lmrh .'Lmd dose thnﬂgunr. en
96 u’bﬂn get the envelopes and take ¢ them to L,H This procedure

¢ [/) gm;rrg/ atneither L.H. nor the recording ex enter ha

SCNS0 é-n;:tact»“mth the TP or source of information about’ A

,q

"¢,the TP, L.Ho was handed th s d askéd to His

ot rtepe, Somied, During e i iy
!l:tﬂﬂﬁntatht/ﬂ'f'ﬂ:wk;tnd

in Room 3 and the ex téro,,
sat about ten feet tothe reay. A'picture of L.H. was :vulill: to the e,
requested before-" ¢, 7 &

TP if he wanted to loak at it. The TP had been

hmdtnrcmmnnqlixﬁﬂpomﬁlzu n en the building and
to let his thoughts centéron the problém as he sat at the desk.
After fifteen minutes the TP and TP ex ter left quietly

through the front door and té/the library building. The
TP was dismissed. After the TP wis goné the TP experimenter
signaled the recording experimenter and L.H. by an intercom
buzzer. This p rocedure insured that neither L. H. nnﬂhc recording
aPenmpntt.‘f would), F the TP. By that time L.H. had gtnmﬂly
finished His reading. If not, he continued until he felt no impressions
coming to hirm. At the end of each reading for the females the ret
cording experiménter asked LH.fm ve a rough rating of how well
> he thﬁght he had done..  © E’ . ;

.SJ/ Cp, After L.H. finished hﬁfmdﬁ:g the _recording experimenter
‘9p, @ filled out a copy of the biographical questionnaire taken by the TP
B s ro o)k ﬂrller, using L.H."s stat ‘abéut the TP as ﬂ(bﬂ-l-l When this
C’/;Q ., Was _done, and when the TP had gofie, L.H. and’ the recording
M Qf?y baqipenmmur were free to leave Rn-um 1. ’:'I"he récording experi-

/0, 1, menter took the tape of L.H.'s readings; the 4:?:&: :d photo-

Y ﬁ;rg:uh and the questionnaire back to the library building and gave

©/,them to W.G.R. W.G.R. compared the TP’s questionnaire with

the one filled out by the recording experimenter. He would' then

call LiH, andaell him in general whether or not it appeared he had

done well for thé-day, maintaining a positive tone even if he had to

5 tell L.H. that the session was not a good one. This procedure served
Vo, to provide a vehicle for dhl:,scnmurngmnmt of L.H.

W 9 ‘9 At the end of the two series, the twenty protocols were tran-

or 4 %f y Cliﬂnl:led and edited (blind) to remove ‘statements not directly

(27 /4, Telated to the TP, plus any statements that might bias the results

e Oa;'lttmentl pertaining to the TP's clothing which“ eould be

Cop, 1y " J;h;: weather on the day that“particular "ﬁ’,,wa-.u fead).

2, '8 l:ep tdrted female protocols were distributed tothe ten,

the request that each select the” record that ‘most

‘tape recorded. Dun.ng the time Ll"humdechu {
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h, and fifth in dﬂcrﬂﬁmg degree. uf :nrrupundmm. The
dmu fnr the males
and before the TPs were :ﬁtd which protocols
; , each protocol was separated into discrete ﬁE
| .,._..“. tnm&by}.ﬁuﬂ using as a criterion the
nformatior n&ﬁgdmbaub]emmwcrlhntmme mﬁ
of each séx all items were then sorted into, el
"Table 2)
3 riate Tmstinnnnm /Each itern was answered
true,” “false,” or!! 2.”" "Target persons did not know
_ prmmlngwﬁunumwuukmlﬁlllﬁﬂ did not
A tlm I'Hﬂltl of the overall ratings by thé’(l‘Ps at/the time she
cons d the questionnaire. /

!
ResuLTs

q&m E’m;ph:: Protocols ¥

Tg:,n’ is made of the responses according iao'ﬁm
of both series, the exact P-value (by hmumm!
] is P < .02 (six out of twenty chosen correctly); when
uﬁmﬁ choices are combined, P < 4(2113 The scoring for
les alone is independently significant, on“first choices (four
“arrect out of ten) and on lg.;m and second , choices combined
P < -Wmd-n: m respectively). 35, Ve W S0n

4

/

' Analy /@"tﬁ#lg&wdml Protocol Items 0, o S

. J’H“ ts %pr:%l;lyzed for ESP hittin mmg both - th

%@ weighted: Burdick-Roll methods (2). The weight

: r. h“ifm\ ml:l;u:w cighting procedure was equal t6
I‘-ttll ﬁm!;g‘.r‘? 8u N} minus the number of subjects

g the item true g'l}( fhg l'f.-wer subjects the item applied to,

g 75 ‘ﬁbhl

Enwmnr\?mm Umnrnmﬂnmm RaTios
Basen on Annui‘!ltur T&fmlm

to form a male or female quﬁﬁgn- \
asked toreturn to the PRF at their convenience’,
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ﬂ:wnwughted In both/methods, L.H. was more accurate
than with male target persons. The unweighted method
mﬁ}fhﬂ gave a nonsignificant CR of 1.57, whm@h:
..f.- (Weighting 1) yielded a CR of 2.37, Pﬁ;@
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z items weighted as before EN-H} These new weight-

0.02
0.39
0.08
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were then used o analyze the data from the second five TPs
'-lu:. The results, nhuwannHé,?. reveal that this second
i of weighting mmuvedlh:rﬁutq or men and women.
ﬁm,thtﬂﬂmfmm! 37 ur’w:’m 1 to 3.82 for
2. For women, the ﬂRrﬁuﬁuw@E “to 4.55. This
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and statistical analysis is inappropriate/ There were three days in
which he considered that he had done quite well; for those three
~days he got two direct hits and the remainthg TP ranked her
‘protocol second. There were two days,in whigh LL:H. felt that he
ad not made contact. One of these'was 4 direct hit; theoother was
a‘tompléte miss and was not ranked inahe top five. For the other
/five days there was one direct hit, one ranking of second; one of
.. fourth, and two complete misses, | '

C

£
'DiscussioN

The conditions in these experiments were such that the only
reasonable explanation of the results appears to be ESP. This was
the first controlled test’ with L(H. using free verbal response
methods. In attempting to collect evidence about a sensitive’s FVR
abilities, the investigator must provide ‘a friendly environment
which is conducive to the expression ‘of the sensitive's psychical
abilities, yet must maintain conditions which will rule out normal
causes, in'particular sensory cues and chance coincidence, as an
explanation for the résults,

In earlier tests with a sensitive who scemed to show evidence of
psychical abilities under informal conditions, we obtained barely
suggestive results when formal cexperimental procedures were
used (4). Even in'the case of L.H., with whom a great deal of our
recent work has been done, ‘our résults in FVR riments have
been much less impressive than those dbtained in card tests, al-
though the FVR experiments much moré cclosély’ resemble the
normal working conditions of L.Ho, “9, "¢ | ‘&,

The procedure we employed included many fedtures designed
to mike L.H. psychologically comfortable; while at the same time
muintaining an adequate experimental design. 1s,H. had asked for
some form of feedback after each session to help him keép up his
corifidence and motivation. We were able to provide séme infor-
mation by having the TP fill out the biographical questionnaire
which could then be compared with a similar questionnaire filled
out by the recording expérimenter on the basis of L.H.’s statements.
The information given L.H: was always general, and he was never

® . shown the questionnaires themselves. H-;lwevér, ;LH. might still

Q

have tried to use this information by avoiding making statements in

% Q) u £gnue that resembled his successful statemients on that day.

( 3 %
/}[t @/ﬂ !
[:

\rﬁidjj:g similar statements in the future; he would reduce the
rtunity for later protocols to resemble the one thit he knew
, o fairly acctirate. It would be casier then forthe TP to pick out
/7!3-12 oWn protocol later, To check on this possibility, we examined
’?@,./.O o,
< Y, ¢

a
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the questionnaires to see if statements tﬁat!;nd been accurate in
~arlie qﬁ&tinnmirea were avoided in later questionnaires. Th%;t.

was 0 such trend, so it is unlikely that L.H. used the questionnaires

N

such as wﬂ,t(h:r. d;,y | 'ihe, week, current events and so on, @dygh

increase the likelihood that the TP is in a certain mood, or is

9 “worried about certain things. Additionally, the fact that a TP chose

@ certain day to come miay indicate somethifig about working habits

1{:5., those who come on Saturdays may have a job that they cannot
paye during the week). Milahi ey o I Se,

ibility, we examined the rankings

18 Tit £r. /’Lén'
%g‘s m that occurs when TPs are run one a day over lbi'ql‘ll"‘
‘days i8:the possible biasing effect of the particulars of a given day,

5. Aga partial check on this po _ , i
. done by each TP of all ten protocols pertaining to his or hér sex.
, I .M. said similar things about all peoplé’run on Fridays, then a
9/ TP tun on Friday should not only rank himself among thefirst
3 héshould also rank others run on Friday among the first
five. We exaimined the extent to which protocols of others(run on-a
similar day to éach TP were ranked high by that TP. No evidence
for similarity was found with respect to day of week, temperature, or
presence or absence of rain. We could only examine specific current
events indirectly. A major current/event of the sort that would
) _influence both L.H. and the TP would prabably exert an effect over
%t just one day but conceivably three or four. If such were the
4 case, consecutive protocols should tend to resemble eachiother and
i@similarly. Examination of the data showed no such trend.
“o Of additional bearing on this point is ‘the differential success
‘content categories. Both sexes had good results’ on Pl ical
stion ; fitales had good results on Family Lifeand females on
Lové Life. None of these categories would appear to Berelated-to
current tvents, Statements in Physical Description category which:
might be reliated to/the weathér on the day of the test, such as
eferences to raincoats, ‘were edited out. Since the tests were run
during the same season, it seems unlikely that other statements,
referring for instance, to W’%r of clothing, could have been ration-
ally inferred by L.H. on the basis of the weather.

Certain possibilities for sensoryocues’may have occurred to the
reader. L. H. was confined to his room;with the recording experi-
menter at the time of the TP's arrival. NC 'I'Pif'g;]n)md their cars
near the PRF grounds, so no cues from automobilecsounds were
present., Arrival tiffie, was known approximately to L.H., and

| ¢ses abous the TP, However, there are many possible reasons”
for delays ringing from ufistable personality traits to heavy traffic

3 and other conditions over which the TP had no control. Of course,
/'/'
"0 %
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ns which éometimes occurred might have led him to form
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& any direct or indirect reference tmddam in the protocols were
A, edited out. Early arrivals were camouflaged fram L.H. in that the
: 'J'P erpenmnnte:r never started the Jaa:pemnmu! pmmdure until

hmf the TP experimenter and® TP eutq;rud th lnhm-p

d;q,ﬂmnwmmudmddmrs nthcgimdi.‘?lg
‘t'?lﬂ times, The cexperimenter led the way, thus controlling the

“/ temptoof walking, The floors were covered by’rugs to reduce

vibrations’and thn noisy-fan from the heating unit was-always-on.
It is unlikely that LH was able to dimmmate the TP’s footsteps
from the tﬂiﬂ' end of the house. Even if he was able to hear ih;c
fnntstepa of the TP itis ).mlliely that he could have inferred any-
thing from them smm the TP ﬂmgx,wﬂk:d quietly and at a speed
set by the experimenter.” .

The results of the content aﬂalysu Suggest some possible para-
psychological interpretations. L.Hs success with Physical Descrip-
tion may indicate that he was aided by the phjml:a! location of the
person, and was able most effectively to home in on the informa-
tion that wm: i!ﬂu!ahln in the same bmldmg as he was. Also, the
physical appearancé;of the TP would be the main information
lﬂllabf: gfﬂhl: thoughts of the experimenter who was in the
same Toom a§ the TP, Mt:rmuvnl}'. the success on statements of
Physical Dmcnpﬁnn may be a matter of their being initial impres-
sions: they were gcnernlly given at the start of the reading.

The research worker whois mter'l:atcd in the question uf survival
after death as this drises iff ﬂpeﬂmunw involving ostensible
communications through mediums s ficed with two separate
problems. First of all he must becable taset Up his experiments or
pbservations in such a way thal: he can, be rmnnuhbr ceftain that
some evidence of psi is present in the uttérances of the mediuri, be
that psi between the medium and a theta agent or psi between the
Epedmm arid’some other aspect of the environment such’as a living
person or an objective record. Secondly, he must have some wny
of determining whether or not these processes involve decesised
sonalities. Tt is ob¥ious that the parapsychologist can only unuusl:,r
explore the second hypothesis if he has solved the first problem and

< can show that the medium possesses genuine psychical abilities.

The experiment reported here suggests that Li.H. can produce ESP

\mfurmntmn under controlled FVR mndlﬂpnﬂ ﬁddmnnﬂl studies

lgfbmmﬂnr lines, but with a greater/ n:mphﬂsm ori‘the aspect of

)Bnu le input from theta agencies, ]:mrn bun cnndtwtéd,aml are
n yhtmg analyzed, S
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